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The W is pleased to announce Ellen Gilchrist as the keynote 
speaker for the 25th annual Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium, 
to be held Oct. 24-26. This year’s symposium theme — “ ‘Alive 
as Ever, on the Brink of Oblivion’: Southern Writers in the Eye of 
the Storm” — is inspired by “Losing Battles,” Eudora Welty’s final 
novel.

Long considered a major voice in Southern literature, Gilchrist 
is the author of eight novels, two collections of poetry, two 
collections of essays and 12 collections of short stories, including 
“In the Land of Dreamy Dreams” and “Victory over Japan,” which 
won the National Book Award in 1984. Gilcrhist plans to read 
from her essay collection “The Writing Life,” as well as from her 
writings on Eudora Welty and “Acts of God,” her forthcoming 
collection of stories.

Other authors who have agreed to participate in the symposium 
include: MUW’s own Michael Farris Smith, whose first novel 
“Rivers” is garnering rave advance reviews; Holly Goddard Jones, 
author of “Girl Trouble” and “The Next Time You See Me”; Cary 
Holladay, author of two new story collections, “The Deer in the 
Mirror” and “Horse People”; Steve Yates, author of “Morkan’s 
Quarry” and “Some Kinds of Love”; Mitchell L. H. Douglas, author of the new poetry collection 
“\blak\ \al-fə bet\”; and Steve Barthelme, author of the story collection “Hush, Hush.”

A reception and book signing with all 12 symposium authors will follow the keynote address. Books 
will be for sale throughout the Symposium. 

This year the symposium returns to the Connie Sills Kossen Auditorium in Poindexter Hall.  All 
Symposium events are free and open to the public.

UDORA WELTE YW R I T E R S ’  S Y M P O S I U M

Featuring Ellen Gilchrist

October 24 - 26

Learn more by visiting:
www.muw.edu/welty
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Dear W Family and Friends:
 This year marks a 
milestone for one of our 
signature academic programs.  
Our nursing program, now the 
largest in the state, was just 
getting started 40 years ago, 
housed in an unairconditioned 
space in a yet-unrenovated 
Reneau Hall.  Since then, 
nursing has become 
recognized for the rigor 

and quality of its programs, producing highly sought-out 
graduates who are making remarkable contributions right 
here in Mississippi.  You’ll read more about the program and 
one of our special nursing graduates in this issue.

 Throughout this year, you’ll hear more about our year-
long celebration of the 40th anniversary of nursing as we 
showcase its history of accomplishments and contributions.  
The W has the only nursing program in the state offering 
degrees ranging from associate’s to the recently introduced 
doctor of nursing practice.  Its growth was achieved by 
constant improvement, innovation and response to the 
needs of the state.  We congratulate Dean Sheila Adams 
and all of the faculty who have helped build an outstanding 
educational experience.

 In this issue of Visions, we also highlight a signature 
gift to the university’s literary archives.  You’ll read about 
a very special donation of materials related to Pulitzer-
Prize winning novelist Eudora Welty.  The gift came about 
because of a unique connection with two W Golden Girls 
and a series of coincidences that led the materials to The 
W.  The formal presentation was made during Homecoming 
activities this past April.

 I have always said that The W is focused on the success 
of its graduates, and this issue will introduce you to three 
who will go far in the world.  They not only excelled in their 
studies here on campus but have received major honors for 
the next phase of their lives.  They represent The Long Blue 
Line and the quality of our educational experience with 
distinction.  We’re proud of all of our 2013 graduates, of 
whom these three are outstanding examples. 

 This issue also features a program whose mission is 
to prepare the next generation of women for leadership 
roles.  The inaugural class of NEW Leadership, led by Dr. 
Kate Brown and Dr. Bridget Pieschel at The W and Brother 
Rogers of the Stennis Institute of Government in Starkville, 
was held on campus in May.  Young women participated 
from every public and private college and university in 
the state, as well as from state community colleges. A 
host of outstanding mentors and speakers interacted with 
them throughout the week and provided a rich learning 
experience.

 Finally, another signature program has taken a major 
step in expanding its footprint in the state.  Culinary Arts is 
partnering with Hinds Community College to offer students 
a chance to finish two years of study at Hinds and continue 
their four-year degree with The W in classes taught by The 
W at the Hinds Jackson campus and online.  We continue to 
find innovative ways to allow students to take advantage of 
academic possibilities at The W.

 Please stay in touch, and keep up with your university at 
www.muw.edu or on Facebook.  There’s plenty happening 
here!

 Sincerely,

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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Music Honors
 Alisa Toy, music 
education major at The 
W, was honored by the 
Mississippi Association 
of Colleges of Teacher 
Education.
 MACTE recognized 
14 outstanding teacher 
interns from each of 
Mississippi’s colleges 
and universities charged 
with preparing educators for P-12 schools. 
The ceremony was held at the Mississippi 
Department of Education in Jackson.
 Toy completed her internship at 
Annunciation Catholic School and at the 
Mississippi School for Mathematics and 
Science.
 Affiliated with the American Association 
of Colleges for Teacher Education, MACTE 
is vitally interested in the support and 
enhancement of all aspects of education in 
Mississippi. Its members work cooperatively 
within the organization, as well as with the 
Mississippi Department of Education and 
other state-wide education groups.
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 Forrest Pogue, a 
junior in the Bachelor 
of Science Nursing 
program at The W, 
was elected chair of 
the Council of State 
Presidents and ex-
officio member of the 
National Student Nurses’ 
Association.
 NSNA’s mission is to 
mentor students preparing for initial licensure 
as registered nurses, and to convey the 
standards, ethics and skills that students will 
need as responsible and accountable leaders 
and members of the profession.
 As chair of COSP, Pogue’s responsibilities 
include, among others, presiding at meetings, 
facilitating communication among state 
presidents and the board of directors, 
reviewing policies and serving on the national 
organization’s board of directors.
 A Board of Directors orientation and 
meeting was held in June in New York City. 
Other meetings planned include the Mid-Year 
Conference and Board in Louisville, Ky., in 
November and the National Convention and 
Board in Nashville, Tenn., April 2014.

Pogue Toy
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C A M P U S  B R I E F S

Athletics Update
 The W provided an update on the 
consideration to return to intercollegiate 
athletics during Homecoming festivities.
 The panel discussion was led by 
Perry Sansing, legal counsel and chair of 
the Athletic Committee. Included on the 
panel were Dr. Rita Hinton, professor 
emerita and member of the Phase I 
committee; Dr. Tom Velek, professor 
and director of the Ina E. Gordy Honors 
College; and Nora Miller, senior vice 
president for administration and chief 
financial officer of the university.
 The panel addressed approximately 
50 stakeholders and former athletes 
about the progress made as the 
university considers a return to 
organized athletics on campus.
 The process has been broken up 
into three phases: an external review 

– will determine if the city, state and 
region would be willing to support an 
athletic program at The W; an internal 
review – will determine if the campus 
population and facilities could support 
an athletic program and what form the 
program will take, which sports should 
be included in that program, and which 
athletic association the university 
should join; the final phase would 
involve aquiring the necessary funding 
to support an athletic program.
 “Under current rules, the university 
is only allowed to use its operational 
budget to fund 10 percent of the athletic 
budget,” explained Miller. “That means 
90 percent of the funding would need to 
come from private sources.”
 During the panel, Sansing said 
the 16-member Phase I committee 
unanimously supported a return to 
athletics. He added that the Phase I 
committee raised some issues that 
would have to be addressed including 
dressing rooms for opposing players 
(current facilities were not built with 

MSMS Ranked 

 Yet again, a national publication 
has named the Mississippi School for 
Mathematics and Science as one of 
America’s top 1,000 high schools.
 Newsweek and The Daily Beast 
have named MSMS as one of the 
best high schools in America for 
the second year in a row. Out of the 
2,000 American schools ranked by 
the publications, MSMS jumped 200 
spots, from 542 in 2012 to 352 this 
year. 
 “We are thrilled to have yet again 
been selected as one of this country’s 
elite high schools,” said MSMS Executive Director Charles Brown. “Our ranking 
this year is a testament to our teachers, our staff and the amazing student body 
that composes MSMS.”
 In order to generate the list, the publication combines schools’ graduation 
rates, percentage of students who were accepted to college, average ACT/
SAT scores and other criteria. MSMS boasts an average ACT score of 26.9, a 
graduation rate of 99 percent and a college matriculation rate of 100 percent.
 While MSMS was the only Mississippi high school to make the list last year, 
three other Mississippi schools share the honor this time around. The other 
ranked schools in the state are Center Hill High School in Olive Branch (ranked 
1,617), Desoto Central High School in Southaven (ranked 1,679) and Oxford 
High School in Oxford (ranked 1,732).

Highest GPAs 

 Jocelyn Case of Branson West, Mo., Karen Lott of Leakesville and Joy 
Wilkins of Columbus were awarded the Harvey M. Craft Award at The W. 
 The award is presented to the graduates with the highest grade point 
average. All three had a 4.0 and received watches from the MUW Foundation for 
their accomplishments. 
 Case earned a degree in communication, and Lott graduated with a degree in 
political science. Wilkins earned a degree in nursing.
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Chapter of the Year
 The Alpha Omicron 
Alpha chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity, Inc., 
at The W received top 
honors at its 99th annual 
state conference held in 
Vicksburg.
 The fraternity received 
Superior Chapter of the 
Year. In addition, Terence 
Nicholson of West Point, 
Sean Cummings of 
Clarksdale, Jeffery Johnson of 
Memphis and Nicolas Wright 
of Eupora received Academic Achievement Awards for maintaining a 3.0 or 
above. 
 Wright also placed second in the oratorical contest. 
 The fraternity also received an award for its work in the Bigger and Better 
Business Program, which is one of the fraternity’s national programs. 

Phi Beta Lambda
 
 Students from The W’s 
Phi Beta Lambda chapter 
made an impressive 
showing at the 2013 
Phi Beta Lambda State 
Leadership Conference in 
Natchez.
 The 2013 winners 
were Kelly Ann Taylor, first 
place in Client Service and 
Sales Presentation; John 
Tutor, first place in financial 
concepts; Merry Johnson, 
first place in business law and second place in public speaking; Olivia Dyer 
third place in accounting for professionals; Brittney Eubanks, third place in 
accounting analysis and decision making.
 Dr. Kyle Dempsey, instructor of psychology, and Thomas Haffey, instructor 
of marketing, are the advisers for PBL.
 Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda Inc. is a non-profit 
501(c)(3) student business organization with nearly a quarter million members 
and advisers in 6,000 chartered high school and college chapters worldwide. 
Its mission is to bring business and education together in a positive working 
relationship through innovative leadership and career development programs.  
 The association is headquartered in Reston, Va. outside Washington, D.C.

intercollegiate athletics in mind), 
funding for travel, Title IX compliance 
and medical services.
 After presenting the findings of the 
Phase I committee, Sansing asked the 
panel and the audience which sports 
they thought would be well-received by 
the campus. Dr. Hinton mentioned an 
increased popularity in youth lacrosse 
in the Southeast.  Dr. Velek noted a lack 
of men’s intercollegiate soccer teams in 
the region could provide The W with 
an opportunity to recruit high-caliber 
players. Members of the audience 
agreed with Velek’s proposal for men’s 
and women’s soccer teams, and added 
softball, volleyball, tennis, golf and 
basketball as possible sports for the 
campus.
 Sansing noted that the Phase II 
committee had been delayed by the 
university’s 10-year accreditation review, 
but that the committee was planning to 
meet in the near future.
 To make a contribution to the 
Athletics Fund, call the Foundation at 
(662) 329-7148 or visit 
www.muwfoundation.org.

Sean Cummings, Terence Nicholson, 
Nicolas Wright and Jeffery Johnson

Merry Johnson, Brittany Eubanks, John Tutor, 
Olivia Dyer and Kelly Taylor

Atmos Scholarship 
Donation
 
 Representatives of Atmos Energy 
visited The W in April to present a 
$10,000 check to endow a scholarship 
at the university. Participating in 
the ceremony were Andrea Stevens, 
executive director of development at 
The W; President Jim Borsig; David 
Gates, president of Atmos Energy 
Corp.-Mississippi Division; and Karen 
L. Cummins, Atmos operations manager 
and a member of the IHL board. The 
scholarship will be designated for a 
deserving Mississippi student who 
meets academic qualifications, with 
preference given to the children of 
Atmos employees.  
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Honors Conference 
 
 The Ina E. Gordy Honors College traveled to Shackouls 
Honors College at Mississippi State University to participate 
in the first Mississippi Honors Conference. 
 Five seniors from The W presented their original 
research at the conference. Barsha Aangdembe Subba, a 
biology major, received first place in the Science and 
Engineering category.
 Philip Stoner, a sophomore and vice president for the 
MUW Student Honors Council, was nominated by all 
of the honors colleges in the state of Mississippi to serve 
as next year’s secretary on the 2014 Mississippi Honors 
Conference Council. 
 More than 130 students from 10 colleges and universities across the state 
participated in the conference. Students gathered for two days of paper and 
poster presentations displaying the undergraduate research skills of some of 
Mississippi’s brightest honors students.

C A M P U S  B R I E F S

Subba

Rotary Scholarship Winners
 The Columbus Rotary Club presented scholarships in April in the amount 
of $600 each to nursing students at The W. Pictured from left, Haritha Abbott 
(BSN, junior) of Starkville, Ashleigh Flora (BSN, senior) of Mathiston, MUW 
President Jim Borsig, Rotary President Larry Cantrell, Sierra Jones (ASN, 
freshman) of Hamilton, Hannah McFerrin (BSN, junior) of Mantachie and Dr. 
Sheila Adams, dean for the College of Nursing and Speech-Language Pathology.

No Child Left Behind
 Mississippi University for Women’s 
Department of Education was awarded a 
$90,000 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
grant to conduct a summer institute for 
20 local area middle school teachers. 
The institute is titled “C5: Creating 
Collaboration in the Common Core 
Classroom.”
 Participants will interact with 
experts in the areas of English, math, 
science, social studies and instructional 
technology.  The goal of the institute 
is to provide support for teachers 
to develop exciting interdisciplinary, 
technology-based, instructional 
strategies to enhance learning in the 
middle grades. The W has partnered 
with three area school districts as a part 
of this grant. Teams of teachers from 
Columbus Municipal School District, 
Lowndes County School District and 
West Point School District will be 
recommended by their administration 
for an opportunity to participate. 
 Drs. April Coleman and Richard 
Holden, The W faculty members in 
the education department, will serve 
as co-directors for the grant as well as 
technology and Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) instructors during the 
institute.  They collaborated with other 
faculty and administrators on The W 
campus, in addition to administrators 
from the three school districts, to 
submit the grant proposal.
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Mississippi Academy of Sciences
 
 Sixteen students and three faculty members from 
the Department of Sciences and Mathematics at The W 
attended the 77th annual Mississippi Academy of Sciences 
at Hattiesburg in February. 
 The MAS is a regional scientific conference that meets 
every spring in Mississippi. Faculty, undergraduates, 
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows from throughout 
the state present their latest data. The W has attended this 
event for more than 10 years. 
 Cassidy Shadinger of Walker and Ariel Finch of Pickens 
were two of the students recognized for their work. 
 Shadinger received first place for her oral presentation in the undergraduate 
category in the Division of Cell, Molecular and Developmental Biology. Her 
presentation was titled, “Analysis of two mutations that affect the expression of 
IcsA and the surface distribution of IcsA in Shigella flexneri.” 
 Finch received third place for her oral presentation “Methanol influences 
immunoblotting of high and low molecular weight proteins.”
 Dr. Ghanshyam Heda, MUW assistant professor of biology, was elected chair 
of the division of Cellular, Molecular and Developmental Biology for next year. 
He formerly served as vice chair of the division.

Phi Theta Kappa Officer to Join The W
 
 Ryan Lake, an elected officer of the prestigious Phi 
Theta Kappa international honor society, will soon call The 
W his second home.
 Lake, who is transferring from Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College’s Jackson County Campus, will join 
The W fall 2013.
 A recipient of the university’s McDevitt and Hearin 
Leadership scholarships, Lake will study biology at The 
W. Eventually he plans to practice medicine and attain a 
degree in law, which he hopes to use to run for a position in 
government policy.
 At the suggestion of his community college adviser, Lake decided to check 
The W out for himself.
 He did last spring at The W’s annual McDevitt Day, where he had the 
opportunity to interview with The W faculty, staff and student leaders for some of 
the university’s most prestigious scholarships.
 “I wanted to visit and see if it was a place I could call home for the next two 
years,” Lake said, noting the university’s hometown feel.  “The campus makes you 
proud of where you go to school. It makes you proud of its history and heritage.” 
 He is international vice president of Phi Theta Kappa, Division II. Lake 
has served as chapter president and worked to revamp the chapter’s induction 
ceremony, making it more of a reception to connect new members with current 
ones.
 He is the son of Brian and Linnea Lake.

Lake

Shadinger

Cancer Beat It!
 The Mississippi Partnership for 
Comprehensive Cancer Control (MP3C) 
and the Mississippi State Department 
of Health (MSDH) Comprehensive 
Cancer Control Program have awarded 
the faculty of the Department of Health 
and Kinesiology at The W a $5,000 
grant to address primary and secondary 
prevention of colorectal cancer. 
 The purpose of this project, 
titled Cancer Beat It!, is to increase 
awareness about primary and 
secondary prevention of this cancer.  
Additionally, the Cancer Beat It! 
project aims to encourage residents 
of northeast Mississippi, particularly 
underserved minorities, to undergo 
colorectal screening according to the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force’s 
(USPSTF) screening guidelines.
 Cancer Beat It! will undertake a 
series of theory-driven (health belief 
model), spiritually based (healthy body, 
healthy soul) outreach activities at local 
churches. These interventions will seek 
to increase awareness of the risk factors, 
the screening guidelines and resources 
available to the public. 
 Cancer Beat It! also aims to increase 
awareness about cancer control 
activities in Mississippi and recruit 
members to the MP3C partnership.   
 Dr. Chad Murphy, Katie Cranston 
and Dr. Irene Pintado, all in the 
Department of Health and Kinesiology, 
are members of this partnership.  
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 Dr. Julia Mortyakova, chair 
of the Department of Music at 
The W, performed a solo piano 
recital April 12 in the Connie Sills 
Kossen Auditorium of Poindexter 
Hall.
 She performed musical 
selections by Cecile Chaminade, 
Alexander Scriabin, Paul 
Osterfield and Olga Harris. She 
received the 2012 Sigma Alpha 
Iota Career Performance Grant 
to perform and record the music 
of Chaminade. Dr. Osterfield 
is a professor of composition at 
Middle Tennessee State University. 
Dr. Harris is the subject of Dr. Mortyakova’s book, “Olga Harris: A Journey of an Artist 
through Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia and the United States,” in progress. She is a professor of 
composition at Tennessee State University.
 This recital program will also be presented at Louisiana Tech University, Nashville, as well 
as several other venues throughout Mississippi.
 Also, Mortyakova presented her paper “Olga Harris: a biographical journey of an artist 
through the Soviet Union and the United States” and performed at two conferences: the Women 
Composers Festival of Hartford, held at the University of Hartford in Connecticut, and the 
College Music Society Southern Regional Conference at Clayton State University in Georgia. 
 The Women Composers Festival is an annual festival celebrating the diversity of women’s 
musical contributions with concerts and presentations focusing on composers of past and 
present.

Mortyakova
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Giallourakis Receives Faculty Honors
 
 Each year awards are presented 
to W faculty recognizing their 
role as the heart of the university. 
This year, Dr. Janice Giallourakis 
received two distinguished honors-

-the Kossen Faculty Excellence 
Award and Faculty Member of the 
Year.
 Giallourakis, who has made 
significant contributions to the 
nursing program, university and 
the community, retires after 30 
years. She has been involved with 
community service most of her 
nursing career.
 The Kossen Faculty Excellence 
Award includes a $5,000 stipend. 
The award was established in 2004 
by Connie Kossen, a 1964 alumna 
of The W, and her husband Tom.
 Criterion for the award is 
based on three fundamentals: excellence in teaching, excellence in scholarly or 
artistic achievement and excellence in service, preferably both on campus and in 
communities throughout The W’s service area. Further, to be considered for this 
award, a faculty member must exhibit a commitment to student success in each 
of these three areas of responsibility.
 Dr. Sheila Adams, dean for the College of Nursing and Speech-Language 
Pathology, said, “Her enthusiasm and energy are a part of who she is and it has a 
positive impact on all of us. Over the years Janice has always gone over and above 
in her efforts to provide quality teaching to our students.
 “Providing excellent teaching and clinical experiences for our nursing 
students has remained a top priority for Janice over the past 30 years. Her 
exceptional classroom and clinical teaching have remained as an example for all 
faculty over the years.”
 The Faculty Member of the Year Award, which includes an award in the 
amount of $1,000, is an honor bestowed upon the faculty member who, above 
all, values quality teaching. The individual selected is truly a symbol of The W’s 
highly regarded faculty.
 MUW’s Star and Scepter Chapter of Mortar Board and the MUW Alumni 
Association, which provides a generous $1,000 award, jointly recognize the 
Faculty Member of the Year. A faculty portrait will be placed with other awardees’ 
photographs on the walls of Whitfield Hall.
 Giallourakis’ career at The W started in 1983 and includes previously serving 
as interim director of the Baccalaureate Nursing Program. She has served as the 
Student Nurses Association adviser since 2001.
 In 2012, she was nominated for the Elsevier Exceptional Nursing Educator 
Award. Currently, she represents the Mississippi Nurses’ Association, District 18, 
and has served in various leadership roles including president, vice president, 
secretary, delegate and board member. Giallourakis also is a member of the 
American Nurses’ Association.

Dr. Dan Heimmermann, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at The W, presents 
the Kossen Faculty Excellence Award to Dr. 
Janice Giallourakis during commencement. 

MUWAA Presents 
Faculty Awards 
 The 
Mississippi 
University for 
Women Alumni 
Association 
applauded faculty 
members’ work 
inside and outside 
of the classroom 
at Homecoming 
2013 Convocation.
 Faculty awards were presented 
April 20 to Dr. Brenda Dickey, who 
received the New Faculty Award, and 
Drs. Nora Corrigan, Deborah Miranda 
and Erin Kempker, who were named 
Faculty Enhancement Grant winners.
The New Faculty Award of $1,500 
rewards the hard work of a newer 
faculty member in supporting the 
academic mission of The W.
 Dr. Brenda Dickey, assistant 
professor of education, joined The W 
in 2011. She has experience teaching 
in both public and private schools 
in Florida, Georgia and Mississippi. 
Most recently she taught at Mississippi 
College in the International Department 
teaching English as a Second Language 
to foreign students.
 She and her family also served 
as missionaries in Japan for 30 years. 
While in Japan, Dr. Dickey served 
as educational consultant for the 
Assemblies of God World Missions 
organization and served as a member 
of the Asian Educational Resource 
Consortium.
 Her most recent publications 
and presentations have been with the 
Florida Reading Association and the 
Mississippi Reading Association.
 Dickey holds an undergraduate 
degree in elementary education from 
Southeastern University in Florida, a 
master’s in elementary school guidance 
and counseling from the University 
of South Carolina and doctorate in 
educational psychology, learning and 
development from Regent University 

Dickey

Story continued on next page...
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Smith’s ‘Rivers’ Chosen for CRI
 Michael Farris Smith’s “Rivers” has been selected as 
The W’s Common Reading Initiative for the fall. The CRI is 
a program that encourages the campus community to read 
and come together to discuss a common book.
 Set to be officially released in September by Simon 
& Schuster, “Rivers” is described as eerily prophetic in 
its depiction of a Southern landscape ravaged by extreme 
weather. “Rivers” is a masterful tale of survival and 
redemption in a world where the next devastating storm is 
never far behind. 
 In response to the unrelenting storms and widespread 
devastation, the federal government instituted a boundary known as the Line, 
below which citizens can expect no aid. Those who stay behind do so at their 
own peril. Shattered by the loss of his wife and unborn child, Cohen has been 
unable to abandon their home, risking exposure to violent storms as well as 
roving mercenaries that prey upon survivors. Attacked and left for dead, his 
house ransacked and food and supplies diminished, he summons his last 
reserves of strength to forge a new life above the Line — And to avenge all that 
he has lost. Library Journal has named Rivers a “hot debut for the fall” and 
bestselling author James Lee Burke categorizes Smith with such literary giants as 
William Faulkner and Cormac McCarthy.
 For additional information, visit www.simonnovels.com/authors/michael-
farris-smith.

FA C U LT Y  &  S TA F F  K U D O S

with her dissertation topic exploring 
student self-efficacy cross-culturally and 
how it impacts academic achievement.
 The Faculty Enhancement 
Grants of $333 enhance educational 
and professional activities of faculty 
members.
 Originally 
from Reston, Va., 
Corrigan is an 
assistant professor 
in the Department 
of Languages, 
Literature and 
Philosophy.
 She spent a 
year as a visiting 
assistant professor at McKendree 
University in Illinois before starting at 
The W in August 2008. 
 Corrigan holds multiple degrees in 
English from the College of William & 
Mary and University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. 
 Dr. Miranda 
is an associate 
professor at The W 
where she lectures 
and leads students 
through clinical 
experiences in 
community, family 
and women’s 
health nursing.  
 She received 
an associate degree in nursing from 
Morehead State University in Morehead, 
Ky.; a bachelor of science in nursing 
at University of Kentucky, Lexington; 
a master of science in nursing from 
the University of Texas Health Science 
Center, San Antonio; and a doctorate 
in sociology, focusing on gender and 
family, at Mississippi State University. 
 Dr. Miranda has been actively 
engaged in nursing for nearly 40 years. 
She is active in community, church and 
civic organizations--those commitments 
having been developed while growing 
up as child number 10 of 11 in the 
hills of Eastern Kentucky. She credits 
her mother, siblings, extended relatives 
and former nursing instructors for 
having molded her interests in gender, 
family, community and population 

Corrigan

Smith

Miranda

STARS College
 
 Sirena Cantrell, director of housing and residence life 
at The W, was chosen to serve as faculty at the Association 
of College and University Housing Officers-International 
STARS College in Minneapolis. She was selected out of 55 
applicants.
 STARS College, for undergraduates interested in 
student affairs and housing, was held at the University of 
Minnesota in June. Blending large group presentations, 
interactive activities, role play, self-evaluation and intimate 
mentoring groups, STARS College gives students an 
overview of student affairs and housing.
 She helped develop and lead classroom sessions, planned and finalized 
curriculum with other faculty members and served as mentor to a cluster of 
undergraduate students.

Cantrell
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Montalto Performs
 
 Jazz compositions by Richard 
Montalto were the centerpiece of a 
March 26 concert at the university.
 The performance was titled 

“It’s Not What You Think:  Jazz 
Compositions of Richard Montalto.” 
The concert represented the first jazz 
works he has written in more than 20 
years.
 Montalto, who played bass, was 
joined by tenor saxophonist Doug 
Thomas, trombonist Clifton Taylor, 
keyboardist David Reese and drummer 
Robert Damm.  
 He has performed with jazz 
groups across the United States, South 
America and Europe.
 A native of New Orleans, he 
holds degrees in composition from 
the University of New Orleans, Tulane 
University and the University of North Texas.  He joined the MUW faculty in 
1988 and currently serves as principal bass for the Starkville/MSU Symphony.
 As a composer, he has earned many awards, including an ASCAP Grants to 
Young Composers Award for his “Symphony for Wind Ensemble,” yearly ASCAP 
awards since 1982 and a Mississippi Artist Fellowship for his “Symphony #2.” 
 His works have been performed at Carnegie Hall, the Montreaux 
International Jazz Festival, Symphony Space in New York, the New Orleans 
Contemporary Arts Center and others.  

Voice Recital
 
 Soprano Cherry Dunn, assistant 
professor of music at The W, presented a 
faculty voice recital in April at the Connie 
Sills Kossen Auditorium of Poindexter 
Hall.
 Dunn was accompanied by her 
longtime collaborator Nancy Kennedy. 
Also assisting in the recital were Patti 
Guerry, flutist; Zane Lynn, tenor; and 
Alisa Toy, soprano. Lynn and Toy are 
former students of Dr. Dunn.
 The voice recital featured Bach and 
Handel arias, French duets by Gabriel 
Faure and the duet from Der Freischutz 
by Carla Maria von Weber. Concluding 
the recital were songs by American 
composer Ben Moore. 

health well-being. She has served 
as a Red Cross shelter nurse and is 
a volunteer with Mississippi VIPR: 
Volunteers in Preparedness Registry. 
Dr. Miranda is active in the Mississippi 
Nurses Association, Sigma Theta 
Tau, International Nursing Honors 
Society, AWHONN – the Association 
of Women’s Health, Obstetrics and 
Neonatal Nursing. She actively 
encourages students to engage in 
professional organizations that support 
equity and social justice for women, 
children and families worldwide. 
 In 2008, 
Kempker 
graduated from 
Purdue University 
with a doctorate 
in social and 
women’s history 
and joined the 
faculty at The W 
as an assistant 
professor of history. 
 Her research concentrates on 
Indiana women and gender politics 
in the postwar era. Currently, she is 
working on a manuscript examining 
how anticommunist ideology and 
anticommunist organizations such as 
the Minute Women of the U.S.A., and 
the John Birch Society affected the 
political possibilities of second wave 
feminists. 
 Select publications include 

“Coalition and Control: Hoosier 
Feminists and the Equal Rights 
Amendment,” “Frontiers: A Journal 
of Women Studies”, forthcoming, 
and “Battling ‘Big Sister’ Government: 
Hoosier Women and the Politics of 
International Women’s Year,” Journal 
of Women’s History Summer 2012 
edition. 
 Kempker teaches courses on 
women’s history, the history of 
conservatism and U.S. history since 
1940. 
 She was awarded the 2011 
Mississippi Humanities Council Teacher 
of the Year Award for The W and as the 
Outstanding Junior Faculty Member by 
Mississippi’s First Alumnae Association 
in spring 2010.

Montalto

Dunn

Kempker
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Life is a series of confluences.  Just ask Ferrell Tadlock, 
staff attorney with the Mississippi Court of Appeals. 
Before he was an attorney, he was an English major at 

Millsaps College.  Before Millsaps, he was a student at Jones 
County Junior College, not far from Raleigh, where he was 
reared.
 At Jones, he encountered an English professor named 
Hunter Cole, a personal friend of Eudora Welty.  And that 
connection led Tadlock not only to Millsaps—which Cole 
recommended—but to a lifetime of collecting Welty works.
 Cole, who retired in 2003 as marketing director of 
University Press of Mississippi, in a 2001 article published in 
the Clarion-Ledger, advised novice Welty readers to “Relish. 
Savor. Wonder. You’ll have gained a world.”  His former 
student knew that well.
 “Mr. Cole, whose middle name is McKelva, was the 
namesake of Judge McKelva in Welty’s ‘The Optimist’s 
Daughter,” Tadlock said.  “He inspired me to keep reading.”
 The reading started with buying his first Welty book.  

“When I was 18, I bought ‘Losing Battles’ at McRae’s in 
Jackson, the year it was published,” he said.  “I was thrilled 
it was signed.”  It was to be one of many signed first editions, 
magazines, posters, and related memorabilia that Tadlock 
collected over the next 40 years.  
 His collection, appraised at more than $13,000, now is at 
Mississippi University for Women, in part because of other 
confluences.

 
   

  Through his participation in Jackson’s New Stage 
Theater, where Miss Welty was a patron, Tadlock met W 
alumna Barbara Austin, longtime public relations director at 
University Medical Center.
 “I was looking for a house, and Barbara told me there was 
one available on her street.”  As fate would have it, Tadlock 
and Austin became—and still are—neighbors.  Austin also 
was a close friend of Miss Welty, often driving her to events 
in Columbus at The W.  Serendipitously, the house was in the 
Belhaven neighborhood of another W alumna, Lynda Wright 
(also Tadlock’s close friend)—as well as that of Miss Welty 
herself.
 While Tadlock admits “I don’t believe I ever ran into Miss 
Welty at the Jitney #14,” he did run into her frequently at 
Lemuria Books, where he often moonlighted on weekends, 
and occasionally at New Stage. “I would be the first in line at 
every one of her book signings,” he laughed.  
 Last October, Tadlock visited The W during the Decorative 
Arts and Preservation Forum as a guest of a Millsaps classmate 
and began to discuss literature, The W, and Miss Welty’s 
connection.

Barbara Austin, Ferrell Tadlock, Lynda Wright and Dr. Jim Borsig  
in front of the Eudora Welty home in Jackson

a           GiftGolden
by Maridith Walker Geuder
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 An idea was born.  “Barbara and Lynda became Golden 
Girls this year, and they’ve done so much for me,” Tadlock 
said.  “I decided I wanted The W to have my collection in 
honor of them.”  Wright and Austin also have added some of 
their Welty items to the donation. 
 While there is much of interest to literary scholars in his 
collection, Tadlock says that one of the most interesting to 
him is a book by mystery writer Ross McDonald, whom Welty 
admired.  “The book, ‘Sleeping Beauty,’ is dedicated to Miss 
Welty and signed by both Welty and McDonald,” he said.
 Also in the collection are a December, 1953 issue of The 
New Yorker, first appearance of “The Ponder Heart,” and a 
March 1969 issue of The New Yorker, the first appearance 
of “The Optimist’s Daughter.”  Both short works are signed 
by Miss Welty, something Lemuria’s John Evans arranged on 
Tadlock’s behalf.  
 When pressed on his favorite Welty work, Tadlock admits 
partiality to “The Ponder Heart.”  “I saw Tom Spengler play 
the lead at New Stage, and later saw the musical,” he recalled.  

All of Welty’s work, however, shares a common thread, he 
believes.
 “It is so true and so Southern.  If only the characters in my 
life were as good as hers!”  
 There’s a special place in his heart for all of the works 
and what they represent.  “I have many signed books, but 
the Welty are particular favorites,” he said.  “I think The W 
is the right home for them, especially since there is a Welty 
connection.  I hope this gift will prompt others to want to do 
the same.  I wish I had more to give.”
 When he bought “Losing Battles” in 1970, Tadlock had 
no idea how his adventure would end.  It is the only novel 
Welty set in the hill country of northeast Mississippi, an area 
reminiscent of the region surrounding The W. 
 Through a series of confluences involving Miss Welty 
herself, the book Tadlock first bought as an 18-year-old, as 
well as a treasured collection spanning her rich career, have 
found their way back.

The Welty Collection is currently on display in Eudora Welty Hall.

To find out more about how to donate to the MUW Foundation, contact 
Angela Crossley Ferraez at aferraez@dev.muw.edu or (662) 329-7151.  
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 It was a time of doing what you 
could with what you had. The four 
faculty members and dean who began 
the program in 1971 were housed in an 
unrenovated, unairconditioned Reneau 
Hall.  There were no computers. 
 Now dean of the College of Nursing 
and Speech-Language Pathology, Adams 
has been a key player in the growth of a 
highly recognized program and has seen 
a magnitude of changes.

Nursing began with a vision and faith 
that the program was needed.  Harvey 
Craft, dean of Academic Affairs who also 
served as interim president, and E.A. 
Knight, assistant to the president, were 
strong supporters of establishing an 
academic program to serve the needs of 
the region.
 “They saw it as something that could 
be important to the future of The W, as 
well as this area,” Adams said, adding 

that there wasn’t a nursing program in 
North Mississippi for those who wanted 
to pursue the career.
 The W began with an associate’s 
degree program, graduating 53 in the 
charter class.  The inaugural class would 
go on to hold positions as teachers, 
infection control specialists, department 
chairs and a variety of nursing roles. In 
a very real sense, they pioneered a path 
for everyone after them.

years of 
nursing at 

The W

T
he summer of 1973 was hot. Temperatures consistently hovered around 90 with 75 percent 
humidity. Not unusual for a Mississippi summer, but culture shock for Sheila Adams, a new 
faculty member in the fledging nursing program that had just begun at The W. “By mid-
afternoon, we would be dripping,”  Adams recalled.  “It was a real adjustment for someone 
who grew up in Virginia.”

by Maridith Walker Geuder
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 But the beginning was not glamorous or easy.  Classes 
were taught in then-unrenovated Parkinson Hall auditorium.  
Many times, the microphone didn’t work, and by the end of a 
three-hour lecture, voices would be gone, Adams recalled.
 Nor was there a skills lab.  “We worked closely with local 
hospitals and used empty rooms for clinicals,” Adams said.  

“We improvised.  Our philosophy was ‘we need to find ways to 
make it work.’”
 McDevitt Hall, then an infirmary, would be used for some 
things.  Hospitals donated IV bags, and students learned to 
do injections on each other or on oranges.  “We didn’t think 
about it,” Adams said.  “We just did it.” 

Making progress
 By the second year of the program, progress was evident 
and faculty positions were added. By the fourth year of the 
program in 1974, nursing moved to Shattuck Hall, where 
there were classrooms, a skills lab and additional equipment 

donated by hospitals.  And as the program continued to 
grow, there were more moves—to Taylor, which could house 
classrooms, a skills lab, and expanded programs that included, 
in addition to the ASN, a bachelor’s of nursing and a master’s 
of nursing.
 The faith of those who saw the need for nursing was being 
realized.  “The job market continued to create more growth,” 
Adams said, and the space in Taylor became inadequate.   
When science and math, then in Martin, moved into the 
renovated Parkinson Hall, Martin became the logical home for 
The W’s nursing program.
 “It was renovated in 2004-05, but not completed until the 
end of the fall semester,” Adams recalled.  “Faculty members 
left for the holidays and came back to teach out of boxes at the 
beginning of 2006.”
 With money from a private foundation, nursing was able 
to equip a state-of-the-art simulation lab that allows students 
to learn and practice a variety of procedures on lifelike 



mannequins—such as the “SimMan,” “SimBaby,” and NOELL 
Birthing Simulators--that replicate breathing, heartbeat and 
other functions, as well as equipment they would find in a 
hospital setting.
 Since the days of unairconditioned, make-do spaces, 
the program has come a long way indeed.  “Since 1971, we 
have educated more than 5,000 nurses and our mission is 
statewide,” Adams said, noting many graduates are still in the 
Golden Triangle area making a contribution.   “Our graduates 
not only are nurses, but are nurse practitioners, hospital chief 
nursing officers, hospitalists, nursing faculty, nursing program 
administrators and serve in numerous other roles.  We have 
made a difference.”
 There are now 57 faculty members, and The W offers 
degrees that include the ASN, BSN, MSN and a recently 
launched DNP (doctor of nursing practice). It is the only 
university in Mississippi to offer all four degrees. 
  In 1983, the Board of Trustees, State Institutions of 
Higher Learning transferred to The W responsibility for the 
RN to BSN Advanced Placement Program, located in Tupelo. 
The following August, The W graduated five students from 
the program.  Today, it enrolls nearly 400 students in that 
program, many working fulltime and seeking to advance their 
education.  Courses are taught through a combination of 
online and in-person classes. 
 “As the demand for the program has increased, The W 
has responded to and met the need by increasing the faculty 
and resources to accommodate the demand,” Adams said.  

“Graduates often attribute their success to the strong faculty 
support and faculty accessibility that are key to its growth.”

Focus on bedside care
 Mary Jo Kirkpatrick, chair of the associate nursing 
program, came to The W in 1976 and, like Adams, has 
seen many changes in the profession.  At its heart, though, 

the associate’s degree remains essentially the same: a 
concentration on care of patients at the bedside. It is one of 
the few such programs in Mississippi at a four-year institution. 
 “The first semester of this program is always telling, 
because we’re challenging students to develop a new way of 
thinking,” she said.  “They have to quickly develop critical 
thinking and decision-making skills,” she said.  “It’s like 
learning a foreign language.  Every decision you make could 
be a life-or-death situation.”
 The five-semester program presents a challenging 
academic schedule as well, ensuring that students are 
prepared to manage direct patient care.  “Since the program 
began, I have seen nursing education develop more defined 
policies for how you progress through your academic 
coursework,” Kirkpatrick noted.  “At the same time, I have 
seen professional standards become more rigid every year.  It 
has made a difference in how we prepare students.”  
 Faculty members from The W served on a nursing 
education redesign team that helped develop a new 
competency model for Mississippi, one of approximately a 
dozen states with such a model outlining required skill sets for 
professional practice.  

 
 Technology also has made a difference.  “Technology is 
much more advanced,” Kirkpatrick said. “Students have to be 
comfortable with it and with how to use it.” The outcome for 
those in The W’s associate’s degree program, she said, is that 
they are equipped to meet the changing needs of healthcare.  
With an ASN degree, a student successfully completing 
licensing requirements becomes a registered nurse.    
 “Hospitals expect us to produce graduates ready to go 
into the workforce.  We’re very successfully doing that,” 
Kirkpatrick said.

Dr. Sheila Adams, Dean of Nursing

Mary Jo Kirkpatrick, ASN

V I S I O N S  •  s u m m e r  2 0 1 316



V I S I O N S  F E AT U R E

Forging paths for nurse practitioners
 When Mary Pat Curtis arrived in the nursing program in 1979, The W 
met a force of nature—and one that would affect its future. The mother of 
four, who already held an undergraduate degree from Marquette University, 
finished her master’s of nursing degree at The W that year.  While working 
fulltime, she earned her doctorate from Mississippi State in counselor 
education.
 But for this driven professional, that was only the beginning.  She served 
as director of The W’s MSN program and became a pioneer in advocating 
for the role of the nurse practitioner in Mississippi. “The nurse practitioner 
is not a mini-physician,” she emphasized.  “We are maxi-nurses.  Healthcare 
is more and more dependent on us.”
 One of the first in Mississippi to go to bat for the role of the nurse 
practitioner, Curtis said that the process involved forming many 
collaborative relationships—with physicians, the Mississippi Board of 
Nursing, the Mississippi Nurses Association, the Mississippi Board of 
Pharmacy and others.  Curtis helped develop competencies for the role at 
the national level and argued for nurse practitioner privileges for practicing 
on-site without a physician present.
 In many parts of rural Mississippi, nurse practitioners provide the only 
primary care available.  At The W, those in the MSN program may opt for 
one of three clinical tracks to sit for national board certification as a Family 
Nurse Practitioner, Adult-Geriatric Nurse Practitioner or Psychiatric Mental 
Health Nurse Practitioner. 

Nursing Awards 
and Recognition of 

Students, Graduates 
and Faculty

2013 Mississippi Community Service 
Nurse of the Year

Mississippi Nurse of the Year Award

Mississippi Pediatric Nurse of the Year Award

Mississippi Organization for Associate 
Degree Nursing Educator Award

Mississippi School of Nursing 
Administrator of the Year

Mississippi Nurse Educator of the Year Award

Mississippi Neonatal-Pediatric
Nurse of the Year Award

Mississippi Psychiatric 
Mental Health Nurse of the Year Award

Mississippi Geriatric 
Nurse Practitioner of the Year Award

Mississippi Women’s Health 
Nurse of  the Year Award

Mississippi Student 
Nursing Award for Statewide Projects

Mississippi Student Nurse of the Year Award

Mississippi Student Nursing Hall of Fame

National Organization for Associate Degree 
Nursing Educator Award

National Pfizer Advanced Nurse 
Practitioner Award for Exceptional 
Contributions to Healthcare

National Spirit of Nursing Award 
from the Army Corps

2009 Nurse of the Year for a 
Nurse in a Non-traditional Setting

2007 Nursing School Administrator 
of the Year, Nightingale Award

2007 Mississippi School of 
Nursing of the Year

Inductees into the Mississippi 
Nursing Hall of Fame
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 Now retired, Curtis says The W was a forerunner in 
Mississippi.  “We were the first school in the state with a nurse 
practitioner program—and, for a long time, the only school—
because there were people at The W who had vision to see 
where we needed to go.”
 Most recently, The W has established a joint intensive 
residency program for nurse practitioners and physician 
assistants in partnership with North Mississippi Medical 
Center in Tupelo.  It is believed to be the first such program 

in the nation to integrate the residency training of both and 
provide intensive clinical experiences to improve healthcare 
delivery.
 The doctor of nursing practice, which began in January 
2013, is allowing nurse practitioners to enhance their skills in 
clinical practice, Adams said.
 “The W’s DNP program is providing intensive studies 
in areas such as advanced diagnostic methods, advanced 
radiology, pharmacology, and medically oriented anatomy 
and physiology.” Those entering the DNP may opt for a one-
year intensive program or a two-year part-time program to 
enhance their practice roles.  Both will require a culminating 
translational project with the intensity of a dissertation.
 With physicians moving increasingly into areas of specialty, 
Curtis sees an expanding need for nurse practitioners, 
especially in Mississippi.  “I see nurse practitioners assuming 
the general care role more and more,” she said.  “I think that’s 
where we make the greatest contribution.”
 Those involved with nursing at The W since the beginning 
of the growing program agree that nursing roles today are 
more complex and more challenging.  
 “Nurses have to command a lot more information today,” 
Adams said.  “Their knowledge can be a game-changer for a 
patient and a hospital.  We have to make sure they’re ready to 
hit the ground running.”

Mary Pat Curtis
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Number of students in 
The W’s charter nursing class: 

640

400

53
Today, RN to BSN program is 
The W’s largest, with nearly
students.

The 2013 nursing class has
nursing students.

NursiNg

Sheila Adams, Dean Earline McRay and Annette Barron, 1975

Dawn Good, circa early 1970s

The W’s BSN students had the highest 
pass rate on the NCLEX (national 
licensing exam) of all IHL institutions 
in 2012 and had a 100 percent pass 
rate for the most recent graduating 
class.

The MSN program had a 100 percent 
pass rate on the ANCC certification 
exam for the past two years.  The 
national pass rate was 88 percent in 
2011 and 86 percent in 2012. 

Four nursing students serve in state 
leadership positions in the Mississippi 
Student Nurses Association: president, 
first vice-president, chair of the 
nominating and election committee, 
and director of breakthrough to 
nursing. 
 
They were chosen from the state’s 22 
nursing programs. One serves in a 
national office as the National Student 
Nurses’ Association Council of State 
Presidents Chair and Ex-Officio 
Director of the National Student 
Nurses’ Association. 

Numbers
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On a neglected part of West 
Capitol Street in downtown 
Jackson, two men are sitting on 

the steps of a former church, at loose 
ends on a sunny spring morning.
 The building is home to Stewpot 
Community Services, housed in a former 
Presbyterian Church.  The men may be 
waiting for food, clothing, legal advice 
and other services provided to those in 
need by the organization that has grown 
steadily since its 1981 founding as a 
community kitchen. They sit in the sun 
and wait, not talking.
 Past the steps, there’s a long 
sidewalk, and down a few steps almost 
hidden from the street, one finds a 
metal door with a simple nameplate:  
St. Dominic Community Health Clinic. 
Behind that door is a small woman 
who has dedicated herself to providing 
care for some of those most in need of 
medical attention. Quietly, persistently, 
she has changed lives. 
 Sister Trinita Eddington, a graduate 
of the nursing program at the St. 
Dominic School of Nursing, has been a 
registered nurse since 1957. During her 
career at St. Dominic, she progressed 
through a series of administrative 
positions, including head nurse, 
assistant nursing director and nursing 
services administrator, a position she 
held until 1980.  That year, she was 
named vice president at St. Dominic 
Hospital, overseeing the departments 
of Nursing, Emergency, Endoscopy, 
Pastoral Services and Social Services.
 Despite her duties, she also 
continued her education, earning a 
bachelor of science degree in nursing 

from Marycrest College in Davenport, 
Iowa, and a master’s degree in 
nursing administration with a minor 
in community health nursing from 
Indiana-Purdue University.
 But, after 30 years in nursing 
administration, Sister Eddington felt 
the pull of another calling.  “There are 
so many poor in Jackson,” 
she said.  “I wanted to get 
into the community and 
take care of them.”  So, she 
took action.  She resigned 
from administration and 
began her outreach efforts.  
At the same time, she 
decided to continue her 
nursing studies at The W 
to pursue post-master’s 
degree requirements for 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
Certification.
 “It was great,” she 
recalled.  “Several of us would drive 
from Jackson to Columbus, on Sunday, 
and we’d be in classes all day Monday.”  
The program took a year, and she gained 
more experience with clinical hours, 
community outreach and pharmacology, 
among others. The W helped prepare 
her for her next challenge. “It was the 
most enjoyable part of my career,” Sister 
Eddington said. 
 In 1996, the St. Dominic 
Community Health Clinic opened to 
provide free, quality medical care to 
individuals without the resources to 
visit a doctor or hospital.  St. Dominic 
renovated the space, which it rents 
from Stewpot, and the clinic sees 
approximately 30-35 patients a day.

 “The homeless had made this area 
their community,” Sister Eddington said. 

“When we first came here, some were 
skeptical.  We had to build trust.”  That 
trust has become so well established that 
some patients have been returning for 
17 years.
 

 “We will see just about any person 
who walks through the door,” she 
said.   
 Increasingly, that includes the 
mentally ill and those with alcohol 
issues, but on this particular day she 
had already seen two cardiology patients 
and one with diabetes. The clinic 
provides primary healthcare services, 
including routine checkups, treatment 
of acute illnesses and some diagnostic 
services. Typically, there are about 600 
referrals from the clinic per year.
 And there are often heartbreaking 
stories, such as a patient who arrived 
with cancer of the larynx and no 
insurance, including Medicaid.  
 

Sister Eddington’s 
calling to serve 

“Sometimes people come to 
our clinic just to be noticed.  
We stress dignity.  Sometimes 
they just need to know 
someone cares.  We reach out 
a hand, and they say 
‘Thank you for touching me.’”

by Maridith Walker Geuder
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 In addition to Sister Eddington, the St. Dominic Community Health 
Clinic has a consulting physician, a laboratory technician and a social 
worker.  Volunteer physicians serve those with some specialized needs such 
as ophthalmology  and cardiology.
 The clinic is open Monday through Thursday without appointment. “For 
some, I will make an appointment for a return visit,” Sister Eddington said.  
On Fridays, she continues her consulting services to St. Catherine’s Village 
Life Care facility, where she works with the staff of the Alzheimer’s facility.  
She also works closely with other outreach organizations, including Stewpot, 
Prison Fellowship, United Way, Red Cross, Catholic Charities of Jackson and 
many others. 
 In 2012, the Clinic recorded more than 12,500 patient visits, with an 
85 percent follow-up for patients who rely on it for their healthcare needs.  
To date, 2,640 patients have open medical records and receive continuous 
medical care.  The impact of Sister Eddington’s response to her calling is 
profound.
 For her many works of community and public service, Sister Eddington 
has received a host of awards and honors:  the Lifetime Achievement Award 
by the Catholic Health Association; named to the Mississippi Nurses Hall 
of Fame; the Governor’s Initiative Award for Volunteer Excellence (GIVE) 
Marsha Meeks Kelly Lifetime Achievement award for volunteerism; the 
Goodwill Salute; and designation by the Mississippi Business Journal as a 
Health Care Hero.
 But to meet Sister Trinita Eddington is to quickly realize her greatest 
accomplishment.  With a soft smile, she says, “Sometimes people come to 
our clinic just to be noticed.  We stress dignity.  Sometimes they just need 
to know someone cares.  We reach out a hand, and they say ‘Thank you for 
touching me.’”
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When she first stepped on The W campus four years 
ago, Menuka Ban had never been to the United 
States, much less to Mississippi. She was the first 

woman from her small village of Chhaling, Nepal, to study 
overseas.
 On May 11, she graduated magna cum laude from the 
university that she said has given her opportunities of a 
lifetime. Student government president this year, the political 
science and math major is earning two major scholarships to 
continue her graduate studies at The College of William and 
Mary.  
 “I’ve had such a chance to grow at The W,” she said.  “I 
would have been lost on a much larger campus.”
 Ban leaves The W with a $10,000 International Peace 
Scholarship from the Philanthropic Educational Organization, 
as well as a $39,000 Trice Fellowship from William and 
Mary—a campus she has never visited.
 PEO, which promotes educational opportunities for 
women, awards the International Peace Scholarship for 
international women students to pursue graduate studies. The 
Trice Fellowship is awarded to students who pursue projects 
addressing international issues.
 “From the first time I met Menuka Ban her freshman year, 
I thought she was a one-in-a-million type of student,” said Dr. 
Bridget Pieschel, director of women studies and chair of the 
Department of Languages, Literature and Philosophy. “She is 
intent on making the world a better place for everyone.”
Pieschel, who told Ban about the PEO scholarship and 
encouraged her to apply, is delighted that Ban is realizing the 
potential her mentor saw.  “She is a born leader, and although 
she thought I was joking when I told her I believed she would 
be president of Nepal someday, I am completely serious 
about that prediction. I am very, very glad that we have been 
fortunate to have her here for four years; she personifies 

everything that we value at The W.”
 Dr. Brian Anderson, chair of The W’s political science 
department, echoed Pieschel’s confidence in Ban’s abilities.

“She has always been a motivated and engaged student and 
she had the respect of her classmates in all courses in which 
I taught her,” he said.  “Her plans are to eventually work 
for an international organization in the area of economic 
and political development, especially as it impacts women 
in South Asia. I have no doubt she will become a great 
contributor to policymaking/implementation in this 
challenging area of world politics.” 
 Even though she is the only young woman from her 
village now studying abroad, Ban hopes that she can change 
that.  “I’m trying to convince my younger sister to attend The 
W,” she said.  “I love this school.”

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Ban: A ‘One-in-a-million’ Student
by Maridith Walker Geuder

Menuka Ban

The W is known for providing a top-quality education in a personalized environment.  Three members of The 
Class of 2013 not only flourished at The W; they gained a foundation that is opening doors for a promising future 
that will enrich the lives of others.
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Terence Nicholson, a legal studies major and recent 
W graduate, used his knowledge in his field to turn 
his passion for leadership into a reality. He started an 

organization on campus that helped students develop leadership 
skills and emphasized the importance of academic success.
 Nicholson enrolled at The W in 2009, after attending West 
Point High School, with hopes of creating a solid foundation that 
would help him become successful in the field of law. 
 With plans to work in a law firm and one day start his own 
practice, Nicholson understood that developing public speaking 
skills would help him in his future endeavors. 
 Rather than waiting for an opportunity to come to him, he 
brought opportunities to others by founding Stand-Up Speak-Up 
Toastmasters Club, a local chapter of the national public speaking 
organization. 
 “Being a student, I know that public speaking is very 
important and a skill that is very essential to have,” said 
Nicholson. 
 Toastmasters International is recognized around the world as 
a leader in communication and leadership development, which 
boasts more than 280,000 members. Nicholson made it possible 
for The W to be a part of the 13,500 clubs worldwide.  
 “I wanted to bring this club to campus to empower and help 
individuals improve their public speaking skills and become 
better leaders.”
 But his mission to involve himself and others in leadership 
roles did not end with the founding of Stand- Up Speak-Up. He 
also became president of The National Society of Leadership and 
Success, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.-Alpha Omicron Alpha 
Chapter and the Bench and Gavel Club.
 As the president of these organizations, Nicholson played 
a leading role in teaching other students how to take control of 
their own education.  
 Since the inception of The National Society of Leadership 
and Success on the W campus in 2011, 180 students have been 
inducted into the society. 
 “I feel that leadership is important because of the impact that 
can be made in the lives of individuals, communities and the 
world as a whole. I believe everyone should dare to lead,” said 
Nicholson. 
 The Society encourages community action, volunteerism, 
personal growth and strong leadership from its chapters and 

members around the world. Its core belief is that one can achieve 
one’s dreams with the proper support and dedicated action, and 
that people can accomplish more together than they would 
achieve alone.
 Not only was he responsible for overseeing four 
organizations, he was also a member of five other organizations 
on campus including Mortar Board Honor Society, TVA 
(Tennessee Valley Authority) Investment Club, The National Pan 
Hellenic Council, Aristos Honor Society and Class Council. 
 While being heavily involved in campus activities, he also 
maintained a 3.5 GPA and received numerous honors including 
the college of business and professional studies senior scholar 
award, the NPHC fraternity scholar of the year and the student 
achievement gala outstanding leadership award.   
 Most recently he was  named Mississippi University for 
Women’s Mr. Henry L. Whitfield Man of the Year and the Spirit 
Award winner. 
 “The W has given me opportunities to grow as a student 
and sharpen my leadership and professional skills which can be 
transferred to my future career,” said Nicholson. 
 Nicholson has proven that if you really want success in your 
career field you have to take the initiative and open your own 
doors to gain experience. 

Nicholson A Leader Among Leaders
By Julessa Oglen

Terence Nicholson

S E N I O R  S P O T L I G H T
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S E N I O R  S P O T L I G H T

Karen Lott, W class of 2013, aspires to be an effective 
policy maker one day. In order to realize her goal, 
the political science major is getting ground-level 

experience through a national service organization. 
 Lott is among only a few graduates and professionals 
nationwide chosen by Teach For America (TFA), an 
organization that recruits a diverse group of leaders with a 
record of achievement to teach for two years in a low-income 
community.
 The national nonprofit is one of the largest educational-
leadership programs in the country and has seen applications 
jump from nearly 25,000 in 2008 to almost 48,500 today, 
according to a March 2012 Bloomberg Businessweek article. 

“Those applicants include students from some of the nation’s 
most elite colleges and universities, including 17 percent of 
the graduating class at Harvard and 13 percent of the seniors 
at Brown,” according to the article.
 With an acceptance rate of about 10 to 15 percent, Lott 
is one of the chosen few.  This fall, the 22-year-old from 
Leakesville heads to the Canton Public School District to teach 
high school English. She is doing so through TFA’s alternative 
route to certification. 
 “I cannot be an effective policy maker if I have never been 
in a classroom,” she said. 
 The job will come with some challenges, and Lott is 
preparing herself for the task at hand. 
 This summer she will train in the classroom in the Delta 
for five weeks. She also will go through training specific to 
the Mississippi region for two weeks. Lott also spent the 
spring semester performing pre-work, including classroom 
observation hours. 
 “I am going in with a positive attitude,” she said, adding, 

“I’ve also been trying to catch up on what I feel an English 
teacher needs to read: British literature and contemporary 
American literature.”
 Serving others has always been a calling for Lott. Over 
the past few years, she explored the possibility of working 
with service programs such as Teach For America and even 
AmeriCorps
  “I’ve felt like I’ve always been given a lot,” she said. “The 
idea of community service was solidified here at The W. I see 
what the educators do here for our students.”
 She served on the Hearin Council under the Hearin 

Leadership Program, which provides opportunities for 
scholarship, leadership development and community service. 
She also volunteered with HEARTS (Helping Every Age Reach 
and Teach Students), a local after school tutoring program.
 Last summer Lott interned in Washington, D.C., where 
she worked with education policy non-profit For the Love 
of Children and took for-credit seminars through The 
Washington Center.
 As part of her internship, she worked with high school 
students doing mock interviews and ACT preparation. She 
also worked with college students, enhancing their resumes 
and putting on workshops about succeeding in college. 
 “I really liked that,” she said. Her advice to students: 

“Make those connections with your faculty,” she said, noting 
that many students don’t take advantage of the resources 
available to them. 
 She added, “In today’s world, it’s really not enough to have 
a degree. Success is about being a well-rounded person. We’re 
all leaders in some way. We’re all leaders in the way we lead 
our lives.”
 Lott attributes her educational success to the relationships 
she has developed at The W. “If I had not come here, I would 
not have gotten that [Washington, D.C.] opportunity. This is a 
really supportive community.”

Lott One of Teach For America’s Chosen Few
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Karen Lott
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Even though Bethany Lindsey is from the small town of 
Mantachie with less than 1,200 people according to the 
2010 census, she has big dreams.

 Lindsey, who will transfer to The W in the spring, one 
day aspires to go into public service, working first in her 
community and possibly making a run as a state senator.
She took a step toward her dream by attending the NEW 
Leadership residential program held on The W’s campus this 
summer.
 In partnership with the John C. Stennis Center for Public 
Service, based in Starkville, NEW Leadership Mississippi is 
a nonpartisan program designed to develop foundational 
leadership skills for college women. The national program was 
developed by the Center for American Women and Politics at 
Rutgers University and now is 
at 17 universities nationwide.
 “The NEW Leadership 
experience was tremendous. 
I have participated in many 
other leadership programs 
throughout my high school 
career, but this was unlike 
any other,” she said. “This 
program was a lot smaller 
than the other programs I 
participated in. I enjoyed this 
aspect of the program because 
I felt a connection with all the 
participants.”
 Lindsey was among 33 
women from public, private 
and community colleges who 
participated in the program.
At their fingertips, they had 
a dream team of state, regional and national leaders who 
educated them about ways they can become more involved in 
public service and the political process.
 They heard from Amy Tuck, a two-term Mississippi 
lieutenant governor who currently serves as vice president for 
campus operations at Mississippi State University.
 Her initial advice to the young women: “Be. Know. Do. Be 
who you are and know what you believe in. What are your 
defining values? Know what is at your very core that gives 
you a realistic foundation to build on and it gives you a firm 
grounding when things get tough.”

 Tuck stressed that leadership also is believing that you can 
do anything you want to do. “Do not be insecure. Be inspired.”
 She encouraged the participants to show people that you 
care as a leader. “Be the example that people look up to.”
 Students also interacted with faculty-in-residence 
including Nancy Bocskor, president of Arlington, Va.-
based The Nancy Bocskor Co.; Carole Leland, international 
leadership consultant and principal in Leadership Enterprises; 
Heather McTeer Toney, former mayor of Greenville; and Sally 
Doty, an MUW alumna and current Mississippi state senator 
(District 39). 
 Toney, who ran for mayor of Greenville at age 27, served 
for two terms. She said it was amazing to watch the students 
get so engaged in the program. 

 “These young ladies are 
being exposed to top-notch 
leaders from across the 
country…,” she said. “The 
intimacy with which they are 
receiving this information 
is just mind blowing to 
me. Yesterday they had the 
opportunity to meet with 
two state senators, a state 
representative and former Lt. 
Gov. Amy Tuck all within a 
three-hour period.”
 Toney said women must be 
involved in public service. 

“It’s a very one-sided, very 
non-diverse environment 
when you don’t have women 
at the table when half of the 
population is women,” she 

said. “We have to recognize that at a table without women 
there should be a gleaming bright neon sign that says 
something is wrong because it’s just not representative of our 
state. It’s not representative our nation.”
 Students also heard from a variety of women who have 
excelled in public service roles within Mississippi. 
 Sessions included exercises that encouraged development 
of skills such as public speaking, conflict resolution, 
networking and advocacy.  Students worked on major group 
projects dealing with the Charter Schools issue both statewide 
and nationally. 

A ‘NEW’ Type of Leadership
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Former Lt. Governor Amy Tuck speaks with Bianca Tatum, MSU 
student, and Christiane Stephens, Hinds Community College 
student, before her keynote address to kick off New Leadership MS.
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 They were assigned a “side” and learned what it is like to 
prepare an issue-based campaign designed to influence both 
the voting public and elected officials. 
 Participants also traveled to Jackson to meet directly with 
women public officials, some elected, some appointed and 
some selected through a hiring process to hear about their 
particular experiences in government.
 Heading the NEW Leadership program were Dr. Bridget 
Pieschel, director of The W’s Center for Women Research 
and Public Policy; Kate Brown, director of The W’s Center for 
Creative Learning; and Brother Rogers, associate director of 
the Stennis Center for Public Service. All attended the Rutgers 
program in 2012 to witness its operation firsthand.
 Brown said the program exceeded their expectations. She 
said, “I hope they (participants) will leave encouraged and 
challenged to take risks. Political office is not for everyone, 
but community action is, and I think there are ways for those 
of us who don’t love politics to still make a difference in their 
communities. I think this program will prepare the whole 
range.”
 As for future plans, she said, “I hope we can build a 
community of women even if it’s an online community 

of women who have been through this program who can 
encourage each other.
 “I would love to see a network in Mississippi to support 
these women whether it’s businesses, whether it’s nonprofits—
resources such as internships,” she added.
 Pieschel said, “I hope the participants will gain a new 
enthusiasm for being involved directly in the political process 
in their community, state and nation. I hope they will learn to 
work in collaboration with those whose politics might differ 
from theirs, but who have the same goals for making the 
world a better place for everyone. 
 “Although they are over 50 percent of our population, 
women still make up only a small percentage of those who 
work directly with the legislative process or who are elected 
officials. This program will give young women a jump start in 
confidence and skills to enter the political world and make a 
positive difference.”
 Pieschel said they plan to continue the program as a part 
of the university’s focus on leadership training for women. 
 “Bringing more voices into the political process is a 
national goal, and we want to play a positive role in that 
process.”

Students gather in the Puckett House parlor for a group session.
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‘If I can do it, you can do it!’  
 That’s what Pat Winter Perry, 
’56, of Columbus would like others 
to know about her decision to 
establish the Pat Perry Education 
Leadership Scholarship Fund with 
an endowment gift to the MUW 
Foundation.
 After enjoying a 2012 
presentation on The W’s master’s 
degree program in educational 
leadership given by Dr. Sue Jolly-
Smith, ’75, dean of the College 
of Education and Human Sciences, 
and Dr. E.E. “Butch” Caston, former interim provost and 
vice president for academic affairs, Perry’s interest in the new 
education program grew. 
 She explained, “I was so delighted to hear of the new 
graduate program, I decided that maybe a scholarship would 
give it a boost.”
 Each year, a portion of the income from the Pat Perry 
Education Leadership Scholarship endowment fund will be 
awarded to a student in the graduate educational leadership 
program who shows evidence of leadership potential, teaching 
ability and successful classroom experience, and the ability 
to organize and manage multiple responsibilities all as 
demonstrated in the admissions interview, references, the 
admission application portfolio and the scholarship letter of 
application.
 Perry said, “Good leadership is essential for a school 
to reach academic excellence,” and learned this firsthand 
during her 37-year career with the Columbus Municipal 
School District.  Perry spent 12 years in the classroom as an 
elementary teacher, 11 years as an elementary principal, and 
14 years as a district administrator. 
 From her hometown of Pascagoula, Perry decided to 
enroll at The W because her best friend was attending The W 
and her brother and boyfriend were students at Mississippi 
State University.  She relished her time as a student and 
recalls the mass history exam given during her freshman year 
as one memory that stands out in particular. An elementary 
education major, Perry especially enjoyed the time she spent 

in the classroom as a student teacher.  She knew she had 
found her calling.
  “MUW gave me the confidence to believe that I could 
do anything with a little hard work and perseverance,” Perry 
said.  That confidence gained as a student is what inspires 
her to give back to The Was a graduate.  She feels alumni 
support of the institution is important “as an indication of 
your appreciation for providing you with the skills to have a 
successful career in your chosen field and to ensure others 
have the same opportunity.”
 Perry currently is a member of the MUW Foundation 
Board of Directors and said, “It provides a wonderful 
opportunity to give back to your university, and I consider it 
an honor to be asked to serve.”  In addition to her Foundation 
Board service, Perry is a member of the MUW Alumni 
Association and the MUW Alumni Association’s Lowndes 
County Chapter. 
 Involved with a number of local community organizations, 
Perry is a supporter of the Columbus Arts Council and the 
Columbus-Lowndes Public Library, and she is a former 
volunteer with Baptist Memorial Hospital Golden Triangle 
and the Y.M.C.A. camp committee.  She currently serves 
as president of the Home and Garden Club, and she is very 
active in First United Methodist Church as a member of 
Church Council, as a United Methodist Women circle leader 
and as a Sunday School officer.
 Perry and her late husband, Harold Perry, have one 
son, one daughter, four granddaughters, one great grandson, 
and one great granddaughter.  Her daughter, an elementary 
principal, and three of her granddaughters who are teachers 
proudly follow her in the education field. 
 She has made a difference in countless lives throughout 
her career as an educator and as a community volunteer.  The 
Pat Perry Education Leadership Scholarship will continue 
this meaningful legacy for generations of MUW’s leaders in 
education to come.
 To learn more about establishing a scholarship 
endowment with the MUW Foundation, please visit 
www.muw.edu/foundation or contact the MUW Office of 
Development at (662) 329-7148. 
 For more information about MUW’s graduate program 
in educational leadership and other graduate education 
programs, please visit www.muw.edu/graduates. 

Giving Back to The W: Pat Perry, ’56

Perry
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Dear Alumni and Friends:

The Long Blue Line came home in April, and the weekend brought back many happy 
memories for me.  Azaleas, irises and flowering trees turned the grounds into a garden Monet 
would have loved.  The sound of voices lifted in song rolled across green lawns.  And the 
warmth of dear friends – the kind you don’t see for years but pick right up with the minute 
the hugs are done – filled our campus with joy and laughter.  

At Convocation, the Golden Girls Class of 1963 presented Dr. Jim Borsig with a check 
for more than $72,000.  Their total class giving since graduation exceeds an astonishing 
$800,000!  This generous amount seems to have sparked some friendly competition with 
other classes.  The week after Homecoming, five non-reunion class agents called to move 
forward with their own fundraising efforts.

This year, faculty and staff giving topped $34,000, and I’m very grateful for their support.  In fact, overall giving to The W Fund 
is up 18 percent for Fiscal Year 2013.  The number of donors giving to The W Fund increased 20 percent.

In Foundation Board news, we said goodbye to outgoing directors Mike Waters and John Correnti.  Their fiscal leadership these 
past years has been an incredible boon to the Board.  Nancy Yates, Betty Thisted and Martha Jo Mims became emeriti board 
members.  I appreciate their commitment to the Foundation and willingness to remain a part of it.  New members Mitzi Green, 
Betty Clyde Jones, Peggy Cantelou and Ralph McLain join us, along with Cheryl Cooper who represents the MUW Alumni 
Association.  I look forward to working with them as we continue to grow the Foundation and our ability to support The W.

Mark your calendars now for the Welty Gala, Oct. 25, when Po Bronson, a best-selling author and social commentator, will be 
our featured speaker.  He is the author of six books, including the #1 New York Times best-seller “What Should I Do With My 
Life?” It should be a wonderful evening as usual!

This is all great news.  You can make it better.  The Foundation provides scholarships, faculty support and general support to 
our University.  I hope you’ll choose to support the Long Blue Line with your own generosity.

MUW Foundation

Warm regards,

Ruth Pettey Jones, Class of 1976
Chairman
MUW Foundation Board 
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MUW Alumni Association
Dear Alumni and Friends,

It is an honor and pleasure to serve as this year’s President of the MUW Alumni Association. 
What an exciting time for our now unified Association and for the University we love! 

For nearly 125 years, “The Long Blue Line” has allowed W alums to support our beloved 
institution, and today that is more important than ever.

In thinking about what I would like to say to you, the women and men who, like me, are 
products of this amazing institution, what seems most important is to encourage you to 
reconnect – to other alums, to the Alumni Association and to today’s MUW. I once said that 
coming back to Homecoming was the closest thing to time travel I ever expected to experience 
in my lifetime. And Homecoming 2013 was an epiphany for me. Coming back to the campus, 
walking where I walked as a college student, sharing stories of our W days with alums, and 
speaking with current students, I was reminded of those things that are universal about The W 

experience. I realized that “my” MUW and “their” now co-educational MUW are the same place, just as MSCW grew from the 
II&C. And that no matter how much is different, what has not changed is the strength of the bond we feel for this special place.
Serving on the Board of Directors for the MUWAA has given me the opportunity to take part in the important task of 
establishing the framework for the ways in which alumni and the Alumni Association can support The W now and into the 
future. I am absolutely certain that by working together we can ensure that tomorrow’s successes match and even surpass all the 
achievements of the past.

It is no doubt that attending The W shaped the course of the rest of my life. I loved my time as a “W girl,” and it seems 
unbelievable it was only four short years! The lessons learned, the experience gained, the amazing friendships all spark an 
enthusiasm for giving back to this university. As I said at Homecoming during the “passing of the gavel,” my primary goal this 
year is for W alums to reconnect to the university through membership in the Alumni Association and through a re-energized 
network of local Alumni Chapters, both formal and informal. 

By becoming an Active Member of the MUW Alumni Association and coming together with W alums in your local community, 
I believe that like me, you will reconnect with all the reasons you chose to attend The W. You will want to support your W 
through volunteerism and by giving financially. In doing so, you will help others to experience the W too.

I encourage you to get involved in the MUWAA and to enhance your connection with The W this year. Contact the Alumni 
Office (662-329-7295) to find out about activities in your area. If there’s not a local chapter, get your W friends together and get 
started reconnecting. Remember, where two or more are gathered…that’s a W alumni meeting!

In hopes of seeing you this year,

Cheryl “Sherrie” Jackson Cooper, Class of 1982

V I S I O N S  •  s u m m e r  2 0 1 330



Class notes
1960s

1970s

Jacqueline Spires ‘62 of Moss Point was 

recognized for a Lifetime Service Award at 

the Young Men’s Business Club’s Carnival 

Ball.  

 

Marchita Mauck ’64 of Zachary, La., 

was honored by the American Institute 

of Architects with a national award for 

her contributions to church art and 

architecture. The award was presented to 

her at the national convention in Denver  

June 20.  

Jill Rigby Garner’s award-winning 

parenting book, “Raising Respectful 

Children in a Disrespectful World”, 

first published by Simon & Schuster in 

2006, will be released in a new edition 

with more than 100 additional pages of 

material, including a small group study 

guide. The book also is now available in 

Mandarin Chinese, Spanish and Russian.

A 1978 graduate of The W with a 

bachelor of fine arts in interior design, 

Garner practiced several years before the 

birth of her twin sons. When her sons 

were in first grade, she began teaching 

manners in their elementary school 

cafeteria. The program quickly grew 

beyond the cafeteria into classrooms. 

In 1991, she wrote the first Manners 

of the Heart curriculum for elementary 

schools. She founded a nonprofit 

organization by the same name in 2002 

to bring programs to public schools 

and fulfill her mission to bring a return 

of respect and civility to society. The 

program has been growing ever since.

C L A S S  N O T E S

A trailblazer in her own right, 
alumna Allegra Brigham is part 
of the 2013 class announced by 

the Mississippi Trailblazers Board of 
Governors.
 Since 2003, The Mississippi 
Trailblazers Awards have honored and 
recognized Mississippians for their 
significant contributions to racial, 
gender and cultural diversity through 
their professional work and public 
service and are Mississippi’s only awards 
ceremony recognizing Mississippians for 
their contributions to diversity.
 Brigham, former interim president 
of MUW, is the recipient of the Rep. 
Leonard Morris Award for Public Service 
and Integrity. The 10th Anniversary 
of the Mississippi Trailblazers Awards 
Ceremony and Black Tie Gala was held at Tupelo’s BancorpSouth Conference 
Center in May. 
 Brigham served as MUW’s interim president for 18 months. During her brief 
tenure, Brigham successfully facilitated the unification of alumni, resulting in 
a revitalized MUW Alumni Association. Brigham also re-energized university 
relations with the community as well as relationships among faculty, staff and 
students.  
 She became CEO of 4-County Electric Power Association, an electric 
cooperative now serving some 46,000 members in eight counties in northeast 
Mississippi, in March 2003. She was the first female in Mississippi co-op history 
to hold the position. She retired from the cooperative with more than 22 years 
of service to become MUW’s interim president in 2010.
 Brigham received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from MUW. She 
served as a high school teacher and as a reporter, lifestyles editor and managing 
editor at The Commercial Dispatch. In addition, she is a former MUW director 
of public relations and taught in the Department of Communications at the 
university. 
 She currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Mississippi Economic 
Council and the Columbus-Lowndes Development Link. Brigham is a member 
of the board of directors for the Mississippi Children’s Museum, the Girl Scouts 
Heart of the South and the Memphis Branch Board of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of St. Louis. 

Brigham named a 2013 Mississippi Trailblazer
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Brigham
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Class notes

Weddings
2000s

C L A S S  N O T E S

Births
2000s

2010s
Elizabeth Ashley Chisholm ‘10 of 

Meridian received an award from 

Mississippi College School of Law during 

its annual Law Day ceremony. Chisholm 

was the recipient of the Regions Bank 

Award, given to a student with the highest 

average in Wills and Estates. Chisholm 

is the daughter of Karen and Jayson 

Chisholm. 

1980s
Dawn Woo ’87 of Cleveland was 

named Professional Tennis Registry 

Mississippi Member of the Year. Hilton 

Head Island, S.C.--Professional Tennis 

Registry (PTR) presented its annual 

awards during the 2013 PTR International 

Tennis Symposium. The event, which 

included 50-plus on court and classroom 

presentations for tennis teachers and 

coaches, a trade show and tournament, 

was held in May at the new Sonesta Resort 

on Hilton Head Island.

 Woo had a stellar tennis career in high 

school and college.  At The W, she was 

named MVP in her junior and senior 

years. She taught tennis during those 

years, but took a 21-year hiatus.  Four 

years ago, she returned to teaching tennis, 

a decision that was good for PTR and the 

game.

 A teaching pro at the Cleveland Country 

Club, Woo is a PTR Professional, certified 

in both Adult Development and 10 & 

Under Tennis. In 2011, she was asked to 

lead the club’s 10 & Under program. In 

that short time, the program has changed 

to reflect the new USTA guidelines, and it 

is paying off for the club.

 Mississippi College School of Law’s 

origins extend to the Jackson School of 

Law which was acquired by Mississippi 

College in 1975.  Since then, the Law 

School has grown in prominence 

as a regional law school whose 530 

students come from 30 states and 100 

undergraduate schools to study at its high 

tech campus in Jackson. 

Lauren Arinder ’08 and Curtis Neyman 

of Columbus were married March 2, 

2013.

Angela Pippin Brandon ‘04 and Richard 

Brandon of Alabaster, Ala., announce 

the birth of their daughters, Ruby Mae 

Brandon on Sept. 17, 2012, and Ada Ruth 

Brandon on Sept. 11, 2010.

Brandy Houlk Larmon ’05 and Neil 

Larmon of West Point announce the birth 

of their daughter, Lily Grace Larmon on 

Oct. 25, 2012.

Renee Nick Flynt was recently elected 
president of the Board of Directors of 
the Craftsmen’s Guild of Mississippi.  
A native of Greenville and graduate 
of The W, Flynt’s professional career 
included a decade of service on 
the staff of United States Sen. Thad 
Cochran. She has an extensive 
background in public service and 
community involvement, having 
served as president of Parent Teacher 
Associations in Roswell, Ga., and 
Birmingham, Ala., and as president of 
the Mississippi University for Women 
Alumni Association. Flynt joined the 
Guild Board of Directors in 2008 and 
most recently served as chairman of 
the fundraising committee. She and 
her husband Mayo reside in Jackson 
with their daughters Sarah and Olivia.
Founded in 1973, the Craftsmen’s 
Guild of Mississippi is a nonprofit 
organization of craftsmen and others 
interested in preserving the folk, 

traditional and contemporary crafts 
of Mississippi.  The Guild is a major 
cultural influence in the southeast and 
continues to implement its goals by 
marketing the work of its members; 
executing public service projects, 
special events and exhibits; and by 
providing education in the arts.  

Flynt Named President of Craftsmen’s Guild

Flynt
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C L A S S  N O T E S

1950s 1960s

Name 
Occupation
Class Year    College
Social Security No.
Address
City     State  Zip
Phone (H)    (W)
E-mail Address

Tell us your news or 
news about a friend!

Have you been promoted? Earned another degree?
Have you married or had an addition to the family?

Send us your news, comments and suggestions to the Office
of Alumni & Development, Mississippi University for Women,

1100 College St., MUW-10, Columbus, MS 39701-5800.

Please circle the line that tells us what has changed - such as your
name, address, etc. Use an additional sheet to tell us your news.

Deaths
1930s
Mary Moss Hutson ‘30 of Corinth, Nov. 

23, 2010.

Bernice Lacey Hannah ‘33 of Dallas, 

Texas, Feb. 26, 2013.

Sue Baird Quarm ‘38 of Rolling Fork, 

Feb. 5, 2013.

Margueriette Spears Ball ‘38 of Calhoun 

City, June 20, 2011.

Rita Brignac Bizzell ‘39 of Cleveland, 

April 14, 2013.

1940s
Sarah McCluney Mobley ‘41 of Guin, 

Ala., Dec. 20, 2012.

Eunice Adams Fuqua ‘42 of Columbus, 

March 20, 2013.

Minnie Lang McCrary ’44 of Columbus, 

March 29, 2013.

Rebecca Joyce Stricklin Hadley ’45 of 

Eden, April 18, 2012.

Christine Wood Kemp ‘45 of Kissimmee, 

Fla., Sept. 25, 2012.

Eleanor Smith Slaughter ’47 of 

Columbus, March 22, 2013.

Alice Hall Bedenbaugh ’48 of Vestavia, 

Ala., Dec. 10, 2012.

Lucia Powell Godfrey ’48 of Fairfax 

Station, Va., Feb. 17, 2013.

Martha Ferriss Parker ‘48 of Florence, 

Ala., April 7, 2013.

Charlotte Ross McGowan ‘50 of 

Covington, Tenn., March 4, 2013.

Vera Avera Andrews ‘51 of Pell City, Ala., 

April 2, 2013.

Joan Sylvester Ratliff ’53 of Jackson, 

March 23, 2013.

Mary Barwick Downey ‘54 of Columbus, 

Feb. 18, 2013.

Elizabeth Rice Bryant ‘55 of Louisville, 

Tenn., Jan. 11, 2013.

Joy Sumner Meyer ‘55 of Alexandria, La., 

Feb. 14, 2013.

Kay Stewart Maher ‘60 of New Orleans, 

La., April 15, 2013.

Katherine (Kathy) Street Sikes ‘64 of 

Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 3, 2013.

Linda Lee Droke ’67 of Corinth, Jan. 10, 

2013.

Beverly Vinson Price ’67 of Matthews, 

N.C., March 21, 2012.  

Gloria Johnson Martin ’68 of Cordova, 

Tenn., March 23, 2013.

Elizabeth Cherry Doyle ’69 of Shipman, 

Va., Oct. 17, 2012.
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 Peggy Elaine Hussey Webb, ‘64, is 
the author of 70 books, 200 magazine 
humor columns, and two screenplays.  
She began her career in 1985 with 
“Taming Maggie,” a romantic comedy 
which forged the way for that genre, 
topped bestseller lists and garnered 
Peggy an award for Best-selling 
New Author. In early 2000, Peggy 
turned her talent to mystery with the 
“Southern Cousins” series (Kensington, 
NY).  In 2011, she debuted the pen 
name Anna Michaels for “The Tender 
Mercy of Roses” (Simon & Schuster, 
NY), a literary fiction novel Pat Conroy 
calls “astonishing.” It was a Doubleday 
Book Club and Literary Guild Selection 
and a Top Five Pick of Delta Magazine. 

 The book of 
Webb’s heart is 
“The Sweetest 
Hallelujah,” 
written under her 
maiden name, 
Elaine Hussey. 
It’s the story of 
two women who 
defy color lines 
in 1955 to save a 
child. Rich with 
heartbreaking 
history and the sound of Delta blues, 
“The Sweetest Hallelujah” (MIRA, NY) 
has been called “brilliant…lyrical and 
powerful, heartbreaking and hopeful.” 
Former Disney executive, K. Yoneda, 

said, “Elaine Hussey has added her 
distinct voice to the list of literary 
greats from the South.” The book will 
be available July 30, 2013, in print, 
audio and digital formats.   
 Webb frequently tops the bestseller 
lists and has won numerous awards, 
including the prestigious Romantic 
Times Pioneer Award.  Her novel 
“Driving Me Crazy” was submitted for 
a Pulitzer.
 Webb’s bibliography and 
information about her work can 
be found at her websites, www.
peggywebb.com, www.annamichaels.
net & www.elainehussey.com.  

C L A S S N O T E S

1970s 1990s1980s
Nancy Paul Andrews ‘71 of Madison, 

April 7, 2013.

Linda Furr Carter ‘75 of Thomasville, 

Ga., May 7, 2013.

Joanne Conerly Westbrook ‘83 of West 

Point, March 17, 2013.

Teresa Ann Williams Sanders ‘84 of 

Gordo, Ala., Feb. 15, 2013.

Frank G. Galinsky ‘90 of Kansas City, 

Mo., March 31, 2013

Diane Hardy Thompson ’96 of 

Columbus, Feb. 4, 2013.

Webb

 When she came to 
The W in 1976, Susan S. 
Golden thought she wanted 
to be a photographer.  An 
introductory course in 
biology changed her career 
goals—and her life. 
 She quickly decided to 
major in biology and minor 
in chemistry, graduating 
just two years later. Inducted 
into the prestigious National 
Academy of Sciences in 2010, Golden is featured in a profile 
article in a recent issue of the Proceedings of the National 

Academy of Sciences, considered one of the world’s leading 
scientific journals. The profile accompanies her inaugural 
article for the publication.
 The profile details Golden’s longstanding work in 
circadian biology and how the biological clock evolved. 
 Currently she serves as director of the Center for 
Chronobiology at the University of California at San Diego. 
In addition to continuing her work in circadian biology, she 
also is working with UCSD’s Center for Algae Biotechnology 
to test whether the single-cell cyanobacteria she has studied 
in her research can be used as a biofuel.
 Golden has earned a National Science Foundation 
Presidential Young Investigator Award, as well as a 
fellowship in the American Academy of Microbiology.

Golden Profiled in National Academy of Sciences Publication

Golden

V I S I O N S  •  s u m m e r  2 0 1 334



Four deserving individuals were recognized 
for contributions to their respective career 
fields and The W by the MUW Alumni 

Association.
 The award winners, announced at Convocation 
held during the university’s Homecoming festivities, 
were Sally B. Doty of Brookhaven; Dr. Tammie 
McCoy of Columbus; Jacqueline D. Spires of Moss 
Point; and Linkie Marais of North Attleborough, 
Mass.
 Doty was honored with the Distinguished 
Alumni Achievement Award. This award is 
extended to The W alumni who have achieved 
professional distinction and made significant 
community service contributions at the local, 
national and/or international level, bringing 
distinction and honor to the university. 
 The Kosciusko native, a Republican, represents 
District 39, which includes all of Lawrence and 
Lincoln counties as well as a portion of Simpson 
County. She began her first term in January 2012.
 Her current committee assignments are 
Finance (secretary), Public Property (vice-chair), 
Judiciary A (vice-chair), Judiciary B, Economic 
Development, Business and Financial Institutions 
and Drug Policy. 
 Senator Doty is an attorney, having practiced 
law in Jackson and Brookhaven for many years.
 Doty graduated in 1988 from The W, where 
she was student body president. She received the Juris 
Doctorate degree, with distinction, from Mississippi College 
School of Law in 1991 where she also served as a faculty 
member and as the director of legal writing.
 She and her husband, Dr. Don Doty, have three children, 
Ellen, Sarah and Benjamin.
 McCoy was the recipient of the Distinguished 
Achievement Award. The award is presented to alumni and 
friends of the university who have achieved professional 
distinction and made significant community service 
contributions at the local, national and/or international level, 
bringing distinction and honor to the university.  
 She is department chair of the Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing Program at The W and was named the 2013 
Mississippi Community Service Nurse of the Year at this year’s 
Nightingale Awards Gala in Jackson. 

 McCoy has been very involved with community service 
during her entire nursing career. Last year she served as 
president of the Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
an organization that helps to improve communities through 
volunteer service. 
 A few of the projects McCoy has been involved within 
Mississippi include breast cancer awareness and prevention, 
raising funds for mammograms, teaching students to read, 
promoting summer reading programs, proper utilization 
of seatbelts and providing immunizations for students.  
Internationally she has worked to provide immunizations for 
children in third world countries. 
 McCoy and her fellow club members worked across 
the state to implement Dr. McCoy’s President’s Special 
Project, “Feeding Fellow Mississippians,” which focused on 
ways to help individuals across the state have adequate food 
throughout their lives. As part of this project she worked 

Alumni Association award winners Sen. Sally B. Doty, from left, Dr. Tammie 
McCoy, Jacqueline Spires and Linkie Marais. 

Alumni Association Announces Award Winners
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Story continued on next page...
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with food banks in canned food drives, with local church 
organizations in feeding initiatives, with schools and 
weekend backpack programs and with ways to identify and 
help Mississippian’s with basic food needs. 
  During her tenure as state president she supported 
her fellow club women in their volunteer work with more 
than 10,745 programs and projects, 637,221 volunteer 
hours and $1,576,802 raised with $1,001,198 raised with 
in-kind donations.
 Spires was presented the Alumni Service Award for 
consistently demonstrating outstanding commitment, 
dedication, leadership and service to the advancement of the 
university and alumni association. Spires graduated from 
The W in 1962.
 In recognition of her lifelong service to the citizens of 
Jackson County, the Young Men’s Business Club presented 
Spires with the 34th annual Lifetime Community Service 
Award at its recent Coronation Ceremony of Jackson County 
held at the B. E. ‘Mac” McGinty Civic Center in Pascagoula. 
 An unselfish servant to her community, Spires is a 
retired elementary school teacher and a member of Dantzler 
Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 She is a former member of Moss Point Junior Woman’s 
Club, and a former member and past president of Moss Point 
Woman’s Club.
 Marais was honored with the Outstanding Recent 
Graduate Award. It recognizes alumni for outstanding 
contributions in their careers and to the university within 15 
years of their graduation from MUW.
 She competed against thousands of other contestants 
and earned a spot as a finalist on season 8 of “The Next 
Food Network Star”. She returns to campus often for 
demonstrations for current students.
 Originally from South Africa, Marais moved with her 
family to Tupelo when she was 16. As a high school student, 
she worked for a wedding company, where she decorated 
wedding cakes and catered.
 She graduated cum laude from the culinary arts program 
at The W in 2006 and later worked as a pastry chef and cake 
artist. 
 Eventually she moved to Boston, Mass., where she 
worked in a high-profile baking company. 
 Marais resides in North Attleborough, Mass., with her 
husband.

The Culinary Arts Institute at The W has now made it 
possible for students at Hinds Community College 
in Jackson to obtain a four-year bachelor’s degree 

without leaving their campus. 
 The W is the only university in the state of Mississippi 
to offer a four-year baccalaureate program in culinary arts 
and one of the few in the nation that accepts career technical 
credits. 
 The W is bringing their instructors to the Hinds 
kitchens in a unique collaboration that allows recent Hinds 
graduates a chance to further their education in the culinary 
field without the hassle of driving across the state to do so.
  “This is a groundbreaking partnership initiated by 
MUW,” said Dr. Sue Powell, vice president for the Rankin 
Campus and Career Technical education. “We have high 
expectations of great success for the program.”
 Students will be able to complete their associate’s degree 
at Hinds, transfer their credits to The W and take online 
classes offered by The W. 
 Beginning fall 2013, students enrolling in the program 
will have the option to take courses in food preparation, 
nutrition, world cuisines, management, principles of 
accounting, economics, marketing and legal environment of 
business. 
 They may also select concentrations in business, 
food journalism, food art, nutrition and wellness, 
entrepreneurship and culinology.
 Dr. Scott Tollison, dean of the college of business 
and professional studies, helped in the negotiation of the 
program with Hinds.
 “Our goal is to spread the excellent teaching of MUW 
throughout the state to Central Mississippi, as well as the 
entire region,” said Tollison. 
 “We are very honored that MUW is bringing high 
quality and credentials to Jackson, and hopefully students 
who have graduated from Hinds will come back and earn 
their four-year degree,” said Powell.
 After completing the minimum 124 credit hours, 
including the general requirement courses, students 
will have the honor of walking across The W’s stage for 
graduation. 

By Julessa Oglen

The W, Hinds CC 
Cook Up Partnership

Alumni Award Winners
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Alumna Dr. Marcella McKay gave W graduates an 
imaginary gift—a pair of eye glasses—at the university’s 
128th commencement exercises.

 “The eye glasses that I’ve given you are not rose colored 
glasses to make everything in your world beautiful, and they 
are not sun glasses to protect your eyes,” she said. “These 
are glasses that improve your ability to see near and far. 
The glasses give you vision through the eyes of your future 
employers.”
 McKay, who serves as 
chief operating officer for 
the Mississippi Hospital 
Association and president 
and chief executive officer 
for the MHA Health, 
Research & Educational 
Foundation, told graduates 
that when they look at 
their near future, they 
can see three important 
areas to enhance their 
professional success: 
message, management and 
meaningful work.
 She stressed 
the importance of 
demonstrating that you 
are a credible applicant, especially with the challenges of 
online application systems: “Have a coherent strategy to break 
through the noise.”
 McKay added, “Be prepared—know the company where 
you are applying. Know what they do and how they do it. 
What is the culture of the organization?”
 When talking about management, McKay said most 
employers know that the best way to predict future behavior 
is past behavior.
 Those past behavior assets to display should include 
meaningful references, honors and recognition, she said. 

“Look carefully at the job description and display yourself as 
well as possible.
 “Be careful of your media trail because it provides for the 
employer an unfiltered version of past behaviors, priorities 

and friends (social and professional),” she warned. “If I am 
your potential employer, I want to see evidence that you use 
good judgment in your professional and personal life.”
 McKay also encouraged graduates to find meaningful 
work. She said, “Find your passion or alternatively work with 
passion to contribute to the greater mission. Be ‘present’—
being on ‘auto-pilot’ is a professional hazard to be avoided.”
 She went on to say that no one knows what the future 

holds, referring to Jack 
Uldrich’s book “Foresight 
2020: A Futurist Explores 
the Trends Transforming 
Tomorrow.”
      She said who could 
have foreseen Facebook 
exploding to more than 
850 million members 
or that YouTube viewers 
would seize the platform 
to create and upload the 
equivalent of 200,000 full-
length movies every week?
      I began this discussion 
by saying: We cannot say 
with certainty what the 
future holds. But we are 
certain that change will 

continue to come and technology is only getting better and 
faster.”
 McKay said, “I encourage you to embrace the future by 
preparing in a very practical way to move forward toward 
your immediate future. Then swing the door wide to think the 
unthinkable and expect the unexpected.”
 She concluded by urging graduates to always seek the 
common ground.
 McKay left graduates with a quote from former United 
States Secretary of State Madeleine Albright: “No matter what 
message you are about to deliver somewhere, whether it is 
holding out a hand of friendship, or making clear that you 
disapprove of something, is the fact that the person sitting 
across the table is a human being, so the goal is to always 
establish common ground.”

Alumna Offers Gift of Eye Glasses to Grads
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Dr. Marcella McKay speaking at The W’s May 2013 Commencement.
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1. Marvel Comics editor Bill Rosemann speaks at the first Nell Peel Wolfe Lecture Series.

2.  Natalie Bowman is all smiles as she participates in the Nursing Pinning ceremony held the 
 night before commencement.
 
3.  Participants braved the chilly early morning temps in the Second Annual Homecoming 
 5K run.
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S N A P S H O T S

4 6

5

7

4.  Connie Sills Kossen ’64 helps President Borsig with his regalia prior to the Spring 
 2013 Commencement ceremonies as this year’s speaker Marcella McKay looks on in 
 the background. 

5.  Former Lt. Governor Amy Tuck delivers the keynote address to the New Leadership 
 Mississippi conference at MUW.

6.  The rain pushed this year’s Mag Chain ceremony inside, but didn’t dampen the spirits 
 of the participants.

7.  Whitfield Hall was full to capacity for the 2013 commencement ceremonies.
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Make a gift to The W Fund today.

Make a secure gift online in minutes.  

Make a difference.
  

Visit us online.  

Hurry! Time is Wasting!

The W Fund supports MUW’s most pressing needs: student scholarships, 
faculty and staff development, VISIONS Magazine, campus improvements, 

and so much more.  

To learn more about The W Fund visit www.muwfoundation.com 
or contact bmwilliams@muw.edu or call us at 662-329-7148.

“What could you do in two minutes?”

...or you could CHANGE someone’s life!



October 25, 2013

featuring

Po Bronson
author of

Why Do I Love These People? 
and

What Should I Do With My Life?

A gift annuity is the perfect way to make a difference  
in another person’s life as well as your own...

Charitable gift annuities are a very flexible 
way to make charitable gifts to Mississippi 

University for Women Foundation. 

For more information on how you can establish a Mississippi 
University for Women gift annuity or other unique ways of 
contributing to The W mission, please call Angela Crossley 

Ferraez, 662-329-7151 or aferraez@dev.muw.edu.

• Provide a fixed income for life for 
you and/or others you choose.

• Easy to create. 
• Can be funded with gifts of 

relatively modest amounts.
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