
Mississippi University
  for Women

A Tradition of Excellence for Women and Men

For Alumni And Friends oF muW

Summer 2012

‘Legacy of the Blues’
unveiled at Homecoming



Calendar of Events
September 27-28
Youth Audience Shows
The MUW Department of Theatre will perform “Stuart Little” in conjunction with the Columbus Arts 
Council. Performances on Sept. 27 will be held at 9:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Show times 
on Sept. 28 will be 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Whitfield Hall, Rent Auditorium. For more informa-
tion, call (662) 329-7341.

October 18-20
Welty Series 
This annual weekend in October, which honors the world-renowned alumna Eudora Welty, draws noted 
authors, journalists, scholars and artists to MUW. Alabama author Sonny Brewer will be the keynote 
speaker for this year’s Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium, which is free and open to the public. For more 
information, visit http://www.muw.edu/welty/index.html or call the MUW Department of Languages, 
Literature and Philosophy at (662) 329-7386. Symposium information is also on Facebook, Goodreads 
and Twitter (@WeltySymposium). Each fall MUW hosts the Welty Gala on campus. This year’s event will 
be held Oct. 19 and will feature Byron Pitts, CBS News chief national correspondent. Tickets are sold at 
different levels and offer opportunities for attendees to enjoy a private reception with the guest speaker 
along with premium seating during dinner. Proceeds from the Gala benefit the endowment for the Eudora 
Welty Chair in Humanities. For more information, call the Office of Development at (662) 329-7148.

October 25-27
“Night of the Living Dead”
The MUW Department of Theatre will perform “Night of the Living Dead” at 7:30 p.m. in Cromwell 
Theatre. For more information about this show and future performances, call (662) 329-7341.

November 2
Poindexter Hall Gala Opening
Poindexter Hall has been beautifully renovated and restored. The celebration of its renewal will be 
held in conjunction with the Decorative Arts and Preservation Forum. For more information, call 
the Office of Development at (662) 329-7148.

Contact Brandy Williams, Director of Annual Giving
877.462.8439, ext. 7293 or email at bwilliams@dev.muw.edu

Give to the heart of our University – our students.

The quality education MUW students experience doesn’t happen without your help.  
Support the .  Your gift will make the difference between an ordinary education and 

an excellent one. Your ongoing support turns today’s dreams into tomorrow’s reality. 
Give today at web2.muw.edu/gift-making
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Dear MUW Friends:
As I write these words, I am 

excited about the beginning of a 
new term. The university is strong, 
and we are off to a great start!

Successful searches have con-
cluded for both provost and vice 
president for academic affairs and 
dean for the College of Business 
and Professional Studies. Dr. Dan 
Heimmermann recently joined us, 
and Dr. Scott Tollison began his 
duties in July in the College of 
Business. Other key positions have 

been filled that you will read about later. 
All indicators point to enrollment being up in our nursing pro-

gram with approximately 400 students expected to be enrolled in 
our RN to BSN program. You will learn more about our Doctor of 
Nursing Practice Program and other new programs in this issue.

Headcount enrollment has increased 5 percent in the last five years, 
while FTE (full time equivalent) enrollment has grown 19 percent at 
the same time. Headcount, particularly fall headcount, is what makes 
the news. FTE enrollment is much more important to the university. 

Headcount enrollment is simply all students enrolled, no matter 
if they are full-time or only take one course. FTE is the calculation 
of the number of students enrolled full-time and strong growth in 
FTEs is the most important number! 

I am confident both our headcount and our full-time enrollment 
will continue to grow. This spring we began to identify and include 
the good work already done across campus into the development of 
an enrollment management plan. The more I learn about the work 
under way on our campus focused on strengthening student suc-
cess and retention, the more confident I become.

This fall our enrollment management task force will select a nation-
ally recognized consultant to begin work with the campus to develop 
and implement our plan. One of the first steps in this process will be 
to begin a national search for an enrollment management director. 
The position will unify our efforts across the entire university and 
develop an evidence-based culture for decision making about recruit-
ment, retention, persistence toward a degree and graduation. 

As I have stated before, our primary mission as a university is to 
recruit, retain and graduate students. This is our purpose and all we 
do begins and ends with the best interests of our students in mind.

And speaking of students, commencement and Homecoming have 
come and gone. We had a wonderful time at both!

MUW alumna Dr. Shirley Graves delivered very inspiring 
messages at both commencement ceremonies. Dr. Graves, a 
1957 graduate, was awarded an honorary doctorate in recogni-

tion of her lifetime of accomplishments. We also recognized two 
special faculty members: Dr. Bridget Pieschel, recipient of the 
Kossen Faculty Award, and Dr. Brian Anderson, who was named 
Faculty Member of the Year.

Homecoming was a great deal of fun for everyone as we celebrated 
many events including the Golden Girls luncheon and barbecue rec-
ognizing the 30-year anniversary of men being admitted to MUW. 

Another special event was the Athletics Reunion and Reception, 
where “Legacy of the Blues: A Century of Athletics at The W” was 
unveiled to an impressive crowd of former coaches, players, faculty, 
staff, students and supporters. It was also the perfect opportunity to 
announce the possibility of bringing sports back to campus. 

During the coming academic year we will conduct a self-study 
to determine if a return to intercollegiate athletics will improve the 
student experience and if it is financially feasible.

Poindexter Hall has been beautifully renovated and restored and 
this fall will be open to our faculty and students. This project shows 
us the way forward as a university, since the bulk of the work was 
completed with state bond funds, yet private giving has provided 
the margin of excellence. We look forward to the celebration of its 
renewal and donor recognition Friday, Nov. 2. On this day, we will 
also be hosting the 4th Annual Scholarship Donor Appreciation 
Lunch. Our students look forward to meeting and thanking the 
donors who make their scholarships possible.

Exciting events this fall include the 2012 Welty Series which will 
be held Oct. 18-20.  Byron Pitts, CBS News chief national correspon-
dent and 60 Minutes contributing correspondent will be the featured 
speaker for the Gala on Friday evening. Alabama author Sonny 
Brewer will be the keynote speaker for the Welty Symposium. You 
will want to make plans to attend this premier event.

I want to thank the Alumni Association and Foundation boards 
for their leadership as we prepare for a new era of advancement for 
The W. I have asked the Alumni Association to focus on member-
ship growth, with a particular emphasis on our recent graduates, as 
well as encouraging financial support for our university. The com-
ing months will bring visible changes as we claim our opportunities 
in this new century.  

I look forward to this continued dialogue and want to thank you 
again for making me feel so welcomed here. Your help and support 
of MUW are very important to us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim Borsig
President
(662) 329-7100
jborsig@pres.muw.edu

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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Doctor of Nursing Practice 
In spring 2013, Mississippi 

University for Women nursing stu-

dents will have the option of obtain-

ing a terminal degree in nursing 

that will allow them to function at 

a higher level in today’s complex 

healthcare system and provide them 

with the knowledge base necessary 

to design systems that provide safe, 

cost-effective patient care. 

“This program is beneficial to 

the state of Mississippi as a whole 

because MUW’s Doctor of Nursing Practice Program (DNP) 

graduates will be located across the state and will be equipped 

with the leadership skills and innovative mindset necessary to 

coordinate healthcare teams that are specific to the needs of their 

local patient population,” said Dr. Mary A. Smith, who will serve 

as DNP program coordinator.

Dr. Patsy Smyth, professor of nursing, and Dr. Johnnie Sue 

Wijewardane, assistant professor of nursing, began working on 

the Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) program proposal in 

spring 2010.

According to Smith, the concept of the DNP Program is clinical and 

outcomes focused. The DNP plan of study and course development 

were outlined and guided by information from other successful DNP 

programs including Washington State, University of Hawaii at Maui, 

Samford, University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa and UT Memphis. 

The DNP program was developed and submitted to IHL for 

approval in the summer of 2011. Approval of the DNP program 

was granted by IHL in November 2011 with a projected start date 

of January 2013. 

Dr. Sheila Adams, dean of the College of Nursing and Speech-

Language Pathology, said “The addition of the DNP Program at 

MUW will make us unique since we will be the only Mississippi 

university that offers a full range of nursing programs including:  

Associate of Science in Nursing, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, 

Master of Science in Nursing and Doctor of Nursing Practice. In 

addition, we have options for the licensed practical nurse who 

wants to receive an Associate of Science in Nursing (LPN to ASN 

Advanced Placement Option) and for the associate degree nurse 

who wants to receive the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (RN to 

BSN Advanced Placement Option).”

For more information on the DNP Program, call the Graduate 

Nursing Program at (662) 329-7323.

Educational Leadership Program
Already known for its success in training 

teachers, MUW continues to build upon its 

role in preparing educators as leaders.

The Mississippi Department of 

Education Licensure Certification 

Commission approved the redesign 

of MUW’s Educational Leadership 

Program, which seeks outstanding teachers who have poten-

tial to lead schools. Implementation of the redesigned program 

started this summer.

During the 2010-2011 academic year, the Mississippi 

Department of Education launched a redesign initiative for 

Educational Leadership Programs in Mississippi that prepares 

candidates for K-12 administrator licensure. As part of the rede-

sign, each granting institution was required to submit a redesign 

proposal for review by an out-of-state consultant with approval 

required for all continuing programs by May.

MUW’s submitted redesign proposal was approved by the out-

of-state consultant in November and by the Mississippi Licensure 

Certification Commission in February to be recommended to the 

Mississippi State School Board for final approval in late February.

Dr. Sue Jolly-Smith, dean for the MUW College of Education and 

Human Sciences, said, “This redesign is a collaborative effort and 

utilizes the best practices in educational leadership preparation. 

We recognize the critical role of the school leader in the overall 

success of both teachers and students, and are deeply commit-

ted to providing quality preparation for the leaders of schools in 

NEW PROGRAMS
at MUW

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

This fall and next spring, a range of new programs will be offered at 

Mississippi University for Women to help fulfill the region’s needs.
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W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

our region. The program seeks outstanding classroom teachers who 

aspire to be change agents and exemplary school leaders.”

For more information, call the MUW Office of Graduate Studies 

in Education at (662) 329-7365 or email afranklin@edhs.muw.edu.

Women’s Studies Major
The Women’s Studies 

major is an additional aca-

demic option this fall.

Dr. Bridget Pieschel, 

Center for Women’s 

Research and Public Policy 

director, said their research 

revealed a real need for a 

major program with a focus on women and women’s issues since no 

other IHL institution in Mississippi offered the option.

“As more of our students began enrolling in our women’s stud-

ies courses, and more of them began adding the minor, they began 

to ask why MUW did not offer a major in the discipline, given our 

historic focus on educating women for all fields,” she said. “As we 

began to look more closely at what women’s studies could be and do 

at MUW, we realized that it could be an excellent new interdisciplin-

ary major, one for which we already had highly qualified faculty.”

The major is interdisciplinary as is the minor, which Pieschel 

explained is an important strength.

In addition to the three specifically required theory and practice 

courses in women’s studies, students take coursework in a wide 

variety of disciplines: health, art, history, psychology, management, 

communications, literature, family studies, languages, religion, film 

and others. 

“It is a true liberal arts major, one which stresses writing, commu-

nication, analysis and original thinking,” she said.

Pieschel added an interdisciplinary major in Women’s Studies at 

MUW reflects the truth of women’s needs in the world. 

“We must work in collaboration to achieve comprehensive 

improvement for women in health, education, politics, economics, 

media image, etc.

Lastly, Pieschel said MUW students will have more opportunities 

to achieve their goals and to move into the working world.

“A Woman’s Studies major will provide many more such opportu-

nities for collaborative and significant research in women’s issues.”

For more information, call the Center for Women’s Research and 

Public Policy at (662) 241-6125.  

New music chair looks 
to establish premier 
program at MUW 
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Dr. Julia Mortyakova has been selected to chair 

Mississippi University for Women’s music 

department.

Previously employed as assistant professor of music at 

Alcorn State University, Mortyakova brings a wealth of 

teaching experience from the Mandelstam Theater in Miami, 

the University of Miami, the New York University Steinhardt 

School of Education and the Vanderbilt University Blair 

School of Music. She has numerous recitals, recordings, 

appearances and presentations to her credit.

The position combines her dual passion for leadership 

and academia, she explained.

Mortyakova

V I S I O N S  •  s u m m e r  2 0 1 24
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“Prior to working as professor at Alcorn, I served 

as president of numerous organizations, including the 

National Association of Graduate-Professional Students.  

During my tenure at NAGPS I worked to give the 

organization a stronger identity and presence through 

fundraising, lobbying Congress, membership recruitment, 

partnership development and conference planning.”    

“I hope to utilize my experiences in my duties at MUW. 

As a new department, we can draw on our rich musical 

history to establish a premier musical program with a 

strong reputation. As a chair, I hope to continue fulfilling 

Weenona Poindexter’s dream,” Mortyakova said. 

The Natchez resident was drawn to MUW because 

of the strong musical impact it has had on the state of 

Mississippi.  

She said, “Throughout my involvement in the state 

music organizations, I have met many alumni who 

are exceptional musicians and teachers. This made me 

very interested in learning more about the institution.  

As someone who specializes in women composers, I 

am honored to be working at an 

institution that historically pioneered 

public education for women.”

As the new chair, Mortyakova looks 

forward to strengthening community 

engagement and outreach, expanding 

the student body and establishing 

Poindexter Hall as an epicenter for musical and intellectual 

activities in the area. 

“My goal is to educate and prepare our students for the 

competitive global job market. I plan to bring the music 

department into the national spotlight with a high level of 

musical activities we host featuring our students, faculty 

and guest artists.”

She added that MUW is her dream place to work. “The 

moment I stepped onto the MUW campus I felt at home. 

I was touched by the warmth of the faculty, students and 

administrators and fell in love with the beautiful campus.”

Mortyakova earned her doctor of musical arts degree in 

piano performance from the University of Miami and her 

master of arts in music performance from New York 

University. She has bachelor’s degree in music with a double 

major in philosophy from Vanderbilt University.  

Poindexter 
Hall Opening 
Set for Fall
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

This fall, the doors will open 

on Poindexter Hall, home 

to Mississippi University for 

Women’s music program.

“Poindexter has been a long 

time coming. We are very proud 

of it and it is very beautiful,” said 

Nora Miller, vice president for 

finance administration, during a 

recent tour of the building. “It will be a huge boon to our music program.”

The first floor of the building will include a grand piano studio, 

reception and seminar area and student lounge “green room.”  

Part of what makes the facility so unique is the 

architectural features. The foyer, which contains 

the original heart pine floors, will lead guests into 

the historic auditorium that seats 250 and boasts 

a beautiful venue for music performances and 

other campus and community events.

Poindexter, which was built in 1905, is one 

of 23 buildings on campus listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places.

Upon completion, Poindexter will have a new interior to include new 

mechanical systems and will be fully ADA accessible thanks to the addi-

tion of two new elevators and new access ramps.

In addition to the $9.5 million renovation of Poindexter, MUW 

continues to work through its 20-year master plan, which includes 

construction projects totaling more than $23 million. The plan was 

implemented following the 2002 tornado that hit campus.

Another major project is phase one of the Fant Library and expan-

sion, totaling $6.2 million.

According to Miller the library has not been updated since the 1970s. 

“We joke that it’s almost retro. This project will allow us to have a library 

more reflective of today’s students, more the Barnes & Noble experience.”

Other projects include various roofing projects and repairs on the 

President’s Home.  

Poindexter Hall
Gala Opening
Friday, Nov. 2

Poindexter Hall, the home to MUW’s 
music program, is expected to open 
this fall.

5w w w  . m u w  . e d u
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Dr. Dan Heimmermann has 

joined Mississippi University for Women’s 

administrative team as provost and vice 

president for academic affairs.

H e i m m e r m a n n 

comes to MUW from 

the University of Texas 

at Brownsville where 

he served as dean of the 

College of Liberal Arts. 

Prior to his experience in 

Texas, he was chair of the 

Department of History and Political Science at 

the University of North Alabama.

He holds a bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and earned 

his master’s degree and doctorate at Marquette 

University in Milwaukee.

Heimmermann said, “I am thrilled and 

grateful for the opportunity presented to 

me by President Borsig and the faculty 

and staff of MUW. I have been strongly 

attracted to MUW’s focus upon the liberal 

arts as well as its specialized professional 

programs that respond to regional and 

national demands for educators and 

healthcare professionals. Additionally, 

The W’s clearly articulated student-

focus with an emphasis on teaching and 

learning, but supportive of research and 

creativity, and its commitment to public 

service and global education is very 

appealing to me as well.

“In my visits to Columbus, I was struck 

by the community’s tremendous support, 

enthusiasm and genuine affection for The 

W, its faculty and staff and for the leadership 

of Dr. Borsig. It is my profound belief that 

MUW is poised to build upon its illustrious 

past to forge an even greater future.” 

Heimmermann and his wife, Claudia, 

have a 6-year-old daughter, Lucie.

Dr. Scott Tollison, associate 

professor of management information 

systems at Mississippi University for Women, 

has been named dean of the College of 

Business and Professional Studies.

Alabama author Sonny Brewer will be 

the keynote speaker for the 24th annual 

Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium at 

Mississippi University for Women, Oct. 18-20. 

Brewer returns to the Symposium after a well-

received appearance in 2006 with his first novel 

“The Poet of Tolstoy Park.” He is founder of Over 

the Transom Bookstore in Fairhope, Ala., where 

he has also managed the Fairhope Center for the 

Writing Arts and published stories from the “Blue Moon Café” and edited the collection of 

essays “Don’t Quit Your Day Job: Acclaimed Authors and the Day Jobs They Quit.”

He has also published three more novels, “A Sound Like Thunder,” “Cormac: The 

Tale of a Dog Gone Missing” and “The Widow and the Tree,” which was recently 

awarded the 2012 Alabama Library Association Book award for fiction. Brewer spent 

some of his early years in Mississippi, attending Stephen D. Lee High School in 

Columbus. He is currently editor-in-chief of McAdam/Cage Publishing.

Other authors who will participate in this year’s Symposium include Carolyn 

Haines, Michael Kardos, Josh Russell, Kelly Norman Ellis, Catherine Pierce, Frank 

X Walker, Olympia Vernon, Jessica Maria Tuccelli, Anthony Abbott, Christopher 

Lowe and scholars Susan Haltom and Jane Roy Brown, whose “One Writers’ Garden: 

Eudora Welty’s Home Place” has been selected for the Welty Prize.

This year’s theme is “River the Color of Blood’: Crime and Passion in a Gothic South.” 

Brewer’s novel, “The Widow and the Tree,” is “a haunting, dark and moody tale” that 

“tells the tale of Ghosthead Oak, a 500-year-old live oak tree that has stood guard over 

the widow’s lands since long before she was born,” and is a perfect complement to the 

theme, drawn from Eudora Welty’s gothic tale, “The Robber Bridegroom.”

Additional information about the Symposium, which is free and open to the 

public, can be found at www.muw.edu/welty or by contacting director Dr. Kendall 

Dunkelberg at (662) 329-7386. The Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium is also on 

Facebook, Goodreads and Twitter (@WeltySymposium).

Also as a part of the Welty Series, MUW hosts the Welty Gala each fall on campus. This 

year’s event will be held Oct. 19 and will feature Byron Pitts, chief national correspondent for 

CBS Evening News with Katie Couric. Tickets are sold at different levels and offer opportunities 

for attendees to enjoy a private reception with the guest speaker along with premium seating 

during dinner. Proceeds from the Gala benefit the endowment for the Eudora Welty Chair in 

Humanities. For more information, call the Office of Development at (662) 329-7148.  

New Faces in 
Familiar Places

Welty Series Set for Oct. 
18-20; Brewer to Keynote 
Writers’ Symposium
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Sonny Brewer

Heimmermann
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Tollison has served as 

business chair at MUW 

for the past three years.

“I am eager to work 

with the region’s finest 

teaching faculty in crafting 

unique instructional 

opportunities in business, 

legal studies and the culinary arts.

“In my eight years at MUW, I have seen 

the role our programs have in developing 

graduates ready to make immediate 

contributions to the local workforce. I 

am excited by the opportunity to work 

with our faculty, staff and students in 

continuing this tradition,” he said.

Before joining MUW, Tollison was an 

instructor at East Mississippi Community 

College where he taught computer 

networking technology. 

Eric Dawson of 

Columbus has been 

hired by Sodexo to serve 

as general manager 

of Dining Services at 

Mississippi University 

for Women.

Dawson served as 

general manager for Sweet Peppers for 11 

years. “I started at Peppers as a dishwasher 

and worked my way up,” he said.

As general manager of MUW Dining 

Services, some of Dawson’s responsibilities 

include operation of the dining hall, the 

new on-campus Subway and a Simply 

To-Go location, which has freshly 

prepared packaged salads and sandwiches 

in Parkinson Hall.

Dawson is very excited about renovations 

to the dining hall and the new Subway, 

which will open this fall.

“The Subway will offer healthy, on-trend 

dining choices for the students and should 

be something that the staff is looking 

forward to also,” he said. “I am honored to 

get the opportunity to work with students, 

staff and faculty of The W.”

Dawson and his wife, Evans Whitaker 

Dawson ’03, have a daughter Ellie, 6, and a 

son Arthur, 3. They are active members of St 

Paul’s Episcopal Church in Columbus.  

Tollison

Dawson

Nawrocki Leaves Classroom, 
Continues to Create Unique Art
By Cydney Archie and Anika Mitchell Perkins

Thomas D. Nawrocki describes art as a continuing progression of creative devel-

opment and self-exploration.

“More than simply idiosyncratic and rare pieces, but they express his ideas 

and feelings at the moment they are created,” he explained. “Every composition 

reveals, by its unique strength, how it would resolve itself as it follows the tendencies 

of its internal forces.” 

After more than 42 years of service to Mississippi University for Women, Nawrocki 

is leaving the classroom, but plans to continue creating distinctive pieces in his home 

art studio, where all the magic takes place. 

Since he began teaching at MUW in 1970, Nawrocki has participated in more than 

500 regional, national and international shows including New York City, Los Angeles 

and Europe. He has built over 100 lamps and more than 200 pieces of fiber space 

hangings, woven wall hangings, black light illuminated photographs, mixed media 

prints, intaglio prints and much more.  

“The working environment at Mississippi University for Women and the exchange of ideas 

with faculty and students were key elements contributing to my artistic growth,” he said. “I 

plan to continue. You never finish is the bottom line. There is always something new.” 

Nawrocki’s work is truly unique. It is in his studio, a 1,000 square foot room, where 

he is inspired. After one piece is created, the next piece will probably be inspired by 

the previous one. And if he has no ideas, he does not fret. He simply sits cross-legged 

Thomas Nawrocki has built more than 100 lamps, many which are made from glass 
smoking stands dating back to the 1930s.

M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E
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on the floor in his meditation chamber and waits to be inundated with ideas.  

His favorite piece is the last one he has done and the one he is cur-

rently working one. He calls it “a life cycle.” This life cycle stretches far, and 

Nawrocki has many pieces throughout his studio and home, each containing 

a sentimental attachment at some point. 

The house he and his wife, Susan, live in was built in 1974, but since residing 

there since 1977, any guest can see that the two have made it their own. Upon 

entering, there are space hangings, or what he describes as house protectors.  

There are loom based pieces throughout and art trays on the table, inspired 

by Jazz trays from the 1930s. Everything is related and represents his artwork 

from the mahogany floors to the head lamps made from wig stands.  

Nawrocki appreciates antique items and buys them to recreate something 

new. Many of his lamps are made from glass smoking stands dating back to 

the 1930s. He even has numerous vintage rotary dial telephones and neon 

clocks from the 1930s. 

While he is creating or devising new ideas about his art, he can sit on his 

two-seater couch from the Warner Theatre Ladies Lounge in Milwaukee from 

1933 and listen to “Banana Boat” or some Chuck Berry on his Wurlitzer juke-

box to calm his nerves.  

“We’ve added a lot of corruption,” he said about the home they have created.  

Nawrocki professor of 
interior design at Valdosta 
State University

Like father like daugh-

ter, Selena Nawrocki 

has carved a niche for 

herself in the art world. 

Nawrocki, professor of inte-

rior design at Valdosta State 

University in Georgia, is a 

1993 graduate of Mississippi 

University for Women and 

daughter of recently retired art professor Thomas 

Nawrocki.

She has taught at VSU for 11 years, where some 

of her senior students placed third nationally 

in the Interior Design Educators Council 2012 

Student Design Competition.

Nawrocki said her works of mixed media imag-

es represent compositions utilizing the common 

thread of stairways in an interior design motif.

“Traditional boundaries of applied arts have 

been shattered with my axonometric drawings and 

computer renderings yielding a bas-relief sculp-

tural quality associated with the fine arts media…

“The effect I am seeking is a mechanized, indus-

trial structure designed to simulate architectural 

construction elements. The honesty of materials 

is my principle focus in developing a machine-age 

quality enhanced with shadows and light,” she said.

Nawrocki has more than 100 publications, 

presentations and exhibitions to her credit includ-

ing Best of Show in the San Diego, California Art 

Institute International Art Competition and the 

Southeastern Regional Exhibition in Florida. 

Her professional involvement includes Interior 

Design Educators Council, Inc., American Society 

of Interior Designers and Southern Artists’ League.

She earned her Ph.D. in technology/educa-

tion with a minor in art from Mississippi State 

University, her M.F.A in interior design from The 

University of Memphis and her B.F.A. in interior 

design from MUW.

Dr. Nawrocki resides in Douglas, Ga.  

This rotary phone 
is one of the many 
unique pieces found 
in the home created 
by the couple.

Nawrocki 
pictured with 

his wife Susan.

Nawrocki

M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E
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“It seems unimaginable that someone of  Byron’s intelligence and elegance could have faced so many struggles as a young 
man.  No wonder he is such an inspired storyteller- his own story is inspiring.” 

– Katie Couric

K
nown for his thought-provoking coverage and his commitment to exceptional storytelling, 
Byron Pitts is a multiple Emmy award winning journalist. As chief  national correspondent 
for CBS Evening News With Katie Couric, Pitts was an embedded reporter covering the 
Iraq War and was recognized for his work under fire. Pitts was also CBS’ lead correspondent 
at Ground Zero immediately following the September 11th attacks and won an Emmy for 

his coverage. A news veteran with over 20 years of  experience, other major stories include the war 
in Afghanistan, the aftermath of  Hurricane Katrina, the military buildup in Kuwait and the refugee 
crisis in Kosovo, to name but a few. Pitts realized a life-long goal when he was named a contributing 
correspondent to CBS’ 60 Minutes in 2009.
 Pitts’ many achievements are all the more extraordinary when he tells of  the many obstacles 
he faced as a child. Raised by a single mother in a working class neighborhood in Baltimore, Pitts was 
illiterate until the age of  12 and had a persistent stutter. Capitalizing on his desire to play football, his 
mother mandated he receive Bs or above in school in order to play. With that focus, Pitts learned to 
read and went on to attend Ohio Wesleyan University. He graduated in 1982 with a BA in journalism 
and speech communication.

Byron Pitts
CBS News Chief  National Correspondent, Contributing  Correspondent, 60 Minutes & Author

Welty Symposium
October 18-20

Welty Gala
October 19

featuring

Byron Pitts
CBS News Chief  and National Correspondent

www.muw.edu/weltygala

Series of  Events
3 p.m. - Student discussion/informal Q&A (location TBA)

5:30 p.m. - Private reception in President’s Home
7 p.m. - Dinner in Pope Dining Room (Hogarth Hall)

8:15 p.m. - Byron Pitt’s presentation
9 p.m. - Book signing

Benefactor
$5,000 ($4,800 tax deductible)

Reserved table for 8 with Preferred Dining Services
Private Reception with Byron Pitts in President’s Home

Program Recognition
Four autographed books by the author

Patron
$500 ($475 tax deductible)

Dinner seating for one
Private Reception with Byron Pitts in President’s Home

Program Recognition

Friend
$75 ($50 tax deductible)
Dinner seating for one

For additional information:
Office of  Development

(662) 329-7146   astevens@dev.muw.edu



M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Dr. Bridget Pieschel, professor of English and director of 

the Center for Women’s Research and Public Policy at 

Mississippi University for Women, was honored with the 

2012 Kossen Faculty Excellence Award. 

The award, which includes a $5,000 stipend, recognizes the role 

of faculty as the heart of the university. It was established in 2004 by 

Connie Kossen, a 1964 alumna of MUW, and her husband Tom.

Criterion for the award is based 

on three fundamentals: excellence in 

teaching, excellence in scholarly or 

artistic achievement and excellence in 

service, preferably both on campus and in 

communities throughout MUW’s service 

area. Further, to be considered for this 

award, a faculty member must exhibit a 

commitment to student success in each 

of these three areas of responsibility.

Pieschel said she was overwhelmed 

and stunned when her name was called 

as this year’s recipient.

“This award represents everything I 

hold dear about MUW: The W’s respect 

for excellence in teaching, its expectation 

that faculty should put students first, and the unbroken and 

constant love that our alumni have for their school. There are 

many others who deserve this award, but no one could feel more 

honored and grateful than I do,” she said. “Connie and Tom 

Kossen have given back to MUW over and over again, but their 

establishment of the Kossen Award in 2004 made the strongest 

statement possible that the MUW family values its teachers. 

“I am extremely proud to be an MUW faculty member and to have 

the opportunity to interact with the finest students and colleagues 

in the world. Thank you to the Kossens, who with their generosity 

make MUW an even more special place to teach and learn.”

Throughout the year, Pieschel presents to various civic and student 

groups about MUW’s history and 19th century women’s education. 

The CWRPP’s research focuses on all issues affecting women 

and girls, and particularly on the history of MUW and women’s 

education. It offers students the opportunity for hands-on primary 

research in women’s studies and women’s issues. The center’s 

student/alumnae collaborative Oral History Program resulted 

in the publication of “Golden Days: Reminiscences of MSCW 

Alumnae 1926-1957” by University Press of Mississippi. 

Pieschel’s career started at MUW in 1986 and includes 

previously serving as the director of the Honors Program and 

head of the Division of Humanities for seven years. She was 

the recipient of the MUW Medal of 

Excellence in 2005.

In his nomination letter, Dr. Thomas C. 

Richardson, dean of the College of Arts 

and Sciences, said, “Dr. Pieschel is first 

and foremost an outstanding teacher. Her 

student evaluations are consistently the 

highest, whether they are from students 

in a required composition course or in an 

upper-level course for majors.”

“I know of no one who has done 

more for the students of MUW and the 

institution itself that Dr. Pieschel in her 29 

years as a faculty member here,” he added.

Her professional and community 

involvement includes serving as 

president of the Board of Governors of the Mississippi Institute 

of Arts and Letters, a state director for the Southern Literary 

Trails committee and steering committee member for Columbus’ 

annual Tennessee Williams Tribute weekend.

She’s also a member of the Board of Directors of the Columbus 

GirlChoir and on the Girl Scouts Community Advisory Board for 

the district serving north Mississippi and east Tennessee, and she 

has been appointed to the Regional Board of Directors.

A native Mississippian who grew up in Winston and Calhoun 

counties, Pieschel received a bachelor of science in English in 

1979, graduating summa cum laude from MUW. She also holds 

a master’s degree in English from MUW and a Ph.D. in English 

from the University of Alabama. 

She is married to MUW English professor emeritus Stephen 

Pieschel with whom she co-authored the centennial history of 

MUW in “Loyal Daughters.”  

Pieschel Receives Kossen Faculty Excellence Award
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Dr. Bridget Pieschel
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Dr. Brian 

A nderson’s 

popu l a r i t y 

among his students 

and colleagues was 

reinforced at gradua-

tion as he was named 

Faculty Member of 

the Year.

The honor, which 

includes an award 

in the amount of 

$1,000, is bestowed 

upon the faculty 

member of MUW 

who, above all, 

values quality teaching. The individual selected is truly a symbol of 

MUW’s highly regarded faculty.

A professor of political science at MUW since 1988, Anderson is chair 

of the Department of History, Political Science, and Geography.

MUW’s Mortar Board Honor Society coordinates this election each 

year, and the Alumni Endowment held by the Foundation furnishes 

the award.

Anderson said, “I am greatly honored to be recognized in this way 

by my colleagues and students. Teaching at MUW has been fulfilling 

for me over the years. Around an election or some other big political 

event people sometimes say that it must be a good time to be teaching 

political science. Actually, I feel that way every day. There’s a never-

ending supply of lessons from politics, and I end up learning from my 

students’ perspectives and experiences too.”

Anderson is teaching Honors study abroad in Belgium this summer 

with Dr. Kendall Dunkelberg, professor of English. His course is on 

European integration and identity.

He received his doctorate and master’s in political science from 

Pennsylvania State University and his bachelor’s in international 

relations from the University of Virginia. His areas of specialization 

include lobbying, political parties, U.S. foreign policy and terrorism.  

Anderson Faculty Member 
of the Year Recipient
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Mortar Board President Jared Mullins, left, 
congratulates Dr. Brian Anderson during MUW’s 
commencement ceremony. 

Faculty Notes
Dr. Johnnie Sue Wijewardane and Dr. Mary Atkinson 

Smith, were selected to present their research posters at 

the 2012 Statewide Nursing Summit held at the Jackson 

Convention Complex.

Dr. Bonnie Oppenheimer, professor of mathemat-

ics, along with professors and graduate students from 

Mississippi State University and University of Alabama, were 

recognized at this year’s Southern States Communication 

Association Annual Convention for their research in Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

Dr. Erin Kempker, assistant professor of history, 

was presented the Humanities Teacher Award by the 

Mississippi Humanities Council.

Dr. Phillip Cockrell, director of student life, presented 

his research at two conferences. As a recipient of the 2012 

Doctoral Student Conference Grant, Cockrell presented at 

the American Association of Blacks in Higher Education 

(AABHE) conference in Atlanta, Ga., and participated in 

the graduate student session. Cockrell also presented at the 

Noel-Levitz and American College Personnel Association 

2012 Symposium for the Recruitment and Retention of 

Students of Color held in Denver, Colo. The session was 

titled The Impact of Upward Bound Programs-Summer 

Bridge Programs on African-American College Students.

Dr. Van Roberts, associate professor of communica-

tion, was named Educator of the Year at the 2012 Public 

Relations Association of Mississippi (PRAM) state confer-

ence recently held in Columbus.

William “Peppy” Biddy directed “The Marvelous 

Wonderettes” presented by New Stage Theatre in Jackson. 

In addition to Biddy serving as director, David Carter, 

associate professor of theatre designed sets. 

Clara Rustin, Associate of Science in Nursing faculty 

member at Mississippi University for Women, was award-

ed the Nena F. Sanders Award from Samford University’s 

Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing. The award is given to 

a Doctor of Nursing Practice student who demonstrates 

leadership, service and academic excellence. 

Dr. James D. Ward, professor of political science, gave a 

luncheon presentation at the National Academy of Public 

Administration’s Social Equity Leadership Conference in 

Savannah, Ga. The title of Dr. Ward’s talk was “Racial Profiling 

of African-American Men in Post-911 America: From Law 

Enforcement Agencies to Neighborhood Watch Patrols.”  
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M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Michael F. Smith
Pushcart Prize nominee Michael F. 

Smith’s debut novel “RIVERS” has been 

acquired by Simon & Schuster in a World 

English rights deal and is scheduled for 

release in the summer of 2013. 

Smith is an award-winning fiction 

writer and associate professor of English 

at MUW. “RIVERS follows the acclaimed 

2011 publication of his novella, “The Hands of Strangers,” which 

Publisher’s Weekly, in a starred review, called “Fantastic…making 

more of an impact than most novels three times its size.”

“RIVERS” is an apocalyptic love story set on the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast after a climate shift has unleashed a series of catastrophic 

storms, leaving few survivors below the government-drawn 

boundary known as The Line. Violent and lawless, the region below 

The Line is home to, among others, a band of thrill-seekers intent 

on excavating millions buried by corrupt casino bosses before 

the evacuations; an itinerant preacher with dangerous visions of 

repopulating the devastated region; and a man named Cohen whose 

devotion to his lost wife and child will eventually force him from his 

home to seek salvation, and to punish those who would try to rob 

him of his last beautiful memories.

“RIVERS” was acquired by senior editor Sarah Knight, whose 

bestselling novelists include James Lee Burke and Chris Cleave. 

She said, “`RIVERS’ is glorious in its scope and imagination, a 

story of truly Biblical proportions that held me rapt until the final, 

heartbreakingly beautiful scene. Michael F. Smith is a rare talent and 

I am thrilled to help launch his career at Simon & Schuster.”

Smith is represented by Peter Steinberg of The Steinberg Agency, 

whose clients have been nominated for and awarded Edgars, The 

Pulitzer Prize, The Story Prize, The Paris Review Discovery Prize, 

PEN/Faulkner and National Book Awards. The German rights to 

“RIVERS” have already been sold to Heyne Publishing House, a 

division of Random House. Film rights are being represented by the 

Los Angeles-based Creative Artists Agency.

Smith has been awarded the Transatlantic Review Award, Brick 

Streets Press Short Story Award, Mississippi Arts Commission 

Literary Arts Fellowship and the Alabama Arts Council Fellowship 

Award for Literature. He is a graduate of Mississippi State and has 

taught creative writing at MUW since 2007. More information about 

Smith and his work is available at www.michaelfsmith.com.

MUW BOOK CLUB

Dr. Thomas Richardson
Dr. Thomas Richardson, professor of English and holder of the 

Eudora Welty Chair in Humanities, spent part of his summer in 

Scotland, where he focused on research and presented papers at the 

James Hogg Society and Thomas Carlyle conferences.

Over the past years, Richardson has edited works of the 19th century 

Scottish writer James Hogg, more recently “James Hogg’s Contributions 

to Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine Volume 2: 1829-1835.”

Richardson became interested in Hogg as a graduate student, 

describing Hogg as an outstanding and prolific writer. “Blackwood’s 

Edinburgh Magazine” was founded in 1817 and Hogg published 

regularly with the magazine until 1835.

“It has been a long process and a lot of fun,” Richardson said about 

the project. “The most significant thing was to publish works that 

were previously unknown.”

“I spent a lot of time reading manuscripts and correspondence in 

The National Library of Scotland,” he added. 

Richardson said he came to understand Hogg’s personality, noting 

the sheep farmer was not 

a part of the Edinburgh 

literary establishment.

“He had mixed feelings 

about Blackwood and close 

friends with the magazine,” 

Richardson said. “He 

valued his relationship 

with the magazine’s 

major contributors, but 

they often made fun of 

him in print.”

Richardson noted that this edition for the first time collects Hogg’s 

“Blackwood’s” texts and showcases the significance of his works.

Richardson also has written an article about John Gibson 

Lockhart, another Scottish writer, which will be published in a 

collection of essays about “Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine.”

The North Carolina native is in his 25th year at MUW.
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Dr. Jiben Roy
Dr. Jiben Roy, associate professor in the 

Department of Sciences and Mathematics at 

Mississippi University for Women, has completed 

his textbook for students interested in the 

pharmacy and pharmaceutical science profession.

The textbook titled, “An Introduction to 

Pharmaceutical Science: Production, Chemistry, 

Techniques and technology,” is available for 

worldwide circulation.

Dr. Roy explained that the book is primarily 

addressed to undergraduate and graduate 

students who want to pursue careers in pharmacy, 

pharmaceutical sciences or health sciences for a 

one or two-term course. 

“In some pharmacy schools, especially in 

Asia and Europe, there exists a major course in 

pharmaceutical chemistry and technology, which 

involves production of bulk drugs and dosage 

forms including chemistry and techniques. Many 

books avail themselves to instructors, but they all 

are very specialized. There is no single text which 

allows for one or two-semester coverage of the 

general pharmaceutical sciences.”

After having a course based on this book, the 

student will be able to understand career prospects 

in the pharmaceutical industry, interdisciplinary 

science network—the usefulness of teamwork 

science, the techniques and technology involved in 

making pharmaceuticals and bulk drugs, formulated 

drugs, different dosage forms and critical factors in 

the development of pharmaceutical formulations in 

relation to the principles of chemistry.

Roy used to teach pharmaceutical sciences as 

a special topic course within MUW’s physical 

sciences. The textbook was developed based on 

his special topic course.

He has more than 10 years of experience 

working in pharmaceutical industries during the 

80s and 90s.  

S T R E N G T H E N I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Dear Alumni and Friends:

What an exciting time to be a part of MUW! So many good things are happening 

on campus. This year, we welcomed Dr. Jim Borsig as the 14th president of our 

university, and he is proving his leadership skills daily. Approximately 460 grad-

uates joined the Long Blue Line at commencement in May. And this summer, 

MUW played host to culinary camps, science enrichment programs, Mississippi 

Governor’s School and Summer Discovery. Renovations to Poindexter Hall are 

almost complete, and we will celebrate the dedication on Nov. 2. Whether you 

are a former music major or someone who simply appreciates the joy of music, I 

hope you will mark your calendar and join us for those festivities.  

As chairman of the Foundation Board, I offer my special thanks to Ralph McLain 

and Betty Clyde Jones who rotate off the board this year and to Barbara Garrett for 

her many years of service. She will remain on the Board as an emerita member. The 

board welcomes new members Elaine Evans, Pat Perry, Carolyn Vance Smith, Andy 

Thaggard, James Threadgill and returning members Charles Ritter and Alma Turner.  

Congratulations to the Golden Girls class of 1962! They raised more than $50,000 

for their class scholarship, which they presented to the university at Homecoming 

in April.  This is a tremendous gift, and we are most grateful for their generosity.  

Your continued generosity allows the Foundation to support hundreds of scholar-

ships each semester, making a college education possible for many worthy stu-

dents. An unrestricted gift to The W Fund supports the university’s most pressing 

needs. And an annual contribution of $40 or more to the Foundation makes you 

an active, voting member in MUW’s 

Alumni Association. This is a great way 

to stay connected to other alums.

We appreciate every gift to MUW. All of 

you who contributed your time, talent 

or financial resources this year have my 

heartfelt thanks.  

Warm regards,

Ruth Pettey Jones, Class of 1976

Chairman

MUW Foundation Board
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F E A T U R E

Former coaches, Drs. Dorothy Burdeshaw, Barbara Garrett 

’56, Jo Spearman, Joan Thomas ’53 and Martha Wells, are 

used to the team concept, so it’s no surprise the former 

educators took the same approach in writing a book about the 

history of athletics at Mississippi University for Women.

After more than three years, “Legacy of the Blues: A Century of 

Athletics at The W,” was unveiled to a crowd of former coaches, players, 

faculty, staff, students and supporters at Homecoming in the spring.

The book traces, records and documents the history of women’s 

athletics at MUW from 1884 to 2003. The decision to end 

intercollegiate athletic participation, coupled with the loss of the 

gymnasium due to a tornado, led to the decision to write the book.

Thomas said, “I remember sitting at my computer and thinking 

we are not getting any younger. There wouldn’t be any memories 

except in the minds of the students. We really need to do this.”

Wells added, “Joan planted a seed and we kind of fertilized that 

seed; we started an outline and divvied out assignments according 

to the areas with which each of us was most familiar.”

Spearman said, “Our approach was more casual initially; 

however, the process got very serious in the last year and a half 

with monthly meetings.”

Garrett added, “We had to be focused.”

“We couldn’t have survived if we didn’t work together,” chimed 

in Thomas.

Readers of this book will find comprehensive and significant 

details that will help them understand the role of MUW in 

athletics in Mississippi and the region. The primary focus of this 

book is on the pioneer role of MUW in providing an intercollegiate 

athletic program for women, both in the early 20th century as well 

as the modern era.

‘Legacy of the Blues’
unveiled at Homecoming

Dr. Martha Wells holds a copy of the book, 
which traces, records and documents the history 
of women’s athletics at MUW from 1884 to 
2003. Looking on are Drs. Barbara Garrett, Jo 
Spearman, Joan Thomas and Dorothy Burdeshaw.
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F E A T U R E

The book examines the early development of sport programs 

that led to the initiation of intercollegiate basketball competition in 

the early 20th century. It also traces four decades of the educational 

model of sport, progressing from play days and sports days to the 

modern intercollegiate athletic program and traces the governance 

of women’s sports from the 1920s through 2003. Chapter four is 

the heart of the book, providing a history of all intercollegiate sport 

teams which MUW sponsored throughout the years.

Dubbed the “Fabulous Five,” by Allegra Brigham, former interim 

vice president for university relations and advancement, the authors 

discussed what they learned along the way.

“It documents the significant role Mary Kate Miller, Romayne 

Berryman and Harriett Barnes had in developing the program,” 

Burdeshaw said. Miller served as chair of the Department of 

Health, Physical Education and Recreation from 1955-1973.

During the 1907-08 year Emma Ody Pohl was employed at MUW 

but kept teaching at Greenville and came to the university once a 

month. A student she taught in Greenville came to The W in 1907 

and became the coach of the first intercollegiate basketball team.

Colleges often played high schools and academies as well as 

colleges at that time.

Garrett noted, “Mona Vance ’02, archivist at the Columbus/

Lowndes Public Library, told the authors that if a book is 

research based look at the references first.” “Legacy of the Blues” 

has 43 pages of references. 

“We’re so fortunate to have had the help of Gail (Gunter) and 

Cathy (Young) for research in the archives,” added Garrett. Both 

are MUW librarians.

As for what readers will take away from the book, Spearman 

said, “It will show how the educational model of sport flowed all 

the way through MUWs athletic programs. Collegiate sport is 

more of a business today.”

 Annual Giving Donor Levels
 
  President’s Circle .......................................$10,000-and up
  Clock Tower Society ......................................$5,000-$9,999
  Magnolia Society ............................................$2,500-$4,999
  Gingko Society ...............................................$1,000-$2499
  Zouave Society ...................................................... $500-$999
  Meh Lady Society ................................................. $150-$499
 * Long Blue Line .....................................................Up to-$149

 
1884 Loyalty Giving Societies

(cumulative giving levels)

  Callaway Society .................................... $1,000,000-and up
  Whitfield Society ...................................$500,000-$999,999
  Orr Society .............................................$100,000-$499,999
  Shattuck Society .........................................$50,000-$99,999

*a minimum gift of $40.00 and 12 semester hours at the University will give you the opportunity 
to hold an active voting annual membership in the Alumni Association. (Effective 7/1/2012)

 With the changes and progression of our University, the MUW Foundation
 would like to invite you to join one of the Donor Recognition Levels.

Rising in HonoR
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The five authors were trained physical educators and took on 

the additional role of intercollegiate athletic coaches. Each writer 

coached at least one sport and most coached two while also 

teaching a full academic schedule and/or in combination with 

administrative duties.

Three of the authors started the modern athletic program 

(1960-2003) at MUW and two others became athletic directors.

Providing female students opportunities to participate in 

intercollegiate competition was a “Legacy of Love” for each of 

these women.

Dr. Martha 
Wells

Health and Kinesiology 
Interim Chair, 

1989-1990
Gymnastics, Volleyball B team, 

Tennis Coach

Dr. Joan
Thomas

1953 Alumna MSCW (MUW)
Basketball, Volleyball, Track 

and Field Coach

Dr. Jo 
Spearman

Health and Kinesiology Chair 
and Athletic Director, 

1994-2005
Volleyball, Track
and Field Coach

Dr. Barbara 
Garrett

1956 Alumna of 
MSCW (MUW)
Tennis Coach

Dr. Dorothy 
Burdeshaw

Health and Kinesiology Chair 
and Athletic Director, 

1973-1994
Badminton Coach

Drs. Barbara Garrett, Joan Thomas and Martha Wells unveil 
Gulf South Conference trophies that were presented as a gift to the 
Department of Health and Kinesiology. The originals were destroyed 
by a tornado in fall 2002.

Garrett added, “Our health and kinesiology majors participated 

in learning all the roles related to sports. They were well prepared.”

Thomas said, “I hope readers see the commitments and 

sacrifice made by faculty as well as students through the years.”

Burdeshaw said, “We hope our student athletes learned about 

goal setting, teamwork and knowing how to deal with victory and 

loss.”

The crowd at the athletic reunion and book signing reception 

during Homecoming was impressive.

Spearman said, “The outpouring was just tremendous and so 

heartfelt.”

Burdeshaw added, “We’re just overwhelmed by the number of 

former students and our former colleagues who returned. It shows 

how much the program meant to the students.”

Royalties from the book will go toward the maintenance and 

enhancement of The W archives. For more information about the 

book, visit www.legacyoftheblues.com.  

F E A T U R E
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S N A P S H O T S

127th Commencement 
and Mag Chain

1. Dr. Shirley Graves, a pioneer 
in pediatric anesthesiology and 
pediatric critical care in America 
and trailblazer for women in medical 
leadership, delivered the message at 
MUW’s graduation. Graves urged 
graduates to use the education they 
have received wisely and pass it on to 
others they may influence.

2. MUW President Jim Borsig presents 
an honorary doctorate of science to 
Dr. Graves.

3. Dr. Borsig, West Point Mayor and 
IHL Board member Scott Ross, Dr. 
Graves, IHL Board President Ed 
Blakeslee and former MUW Interim 
Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. E.E. (Butch) 
Caston in the President’s Office before 
the ceremony.

4. Student Government Association 
President Menuka Ban and former 
SGA President Leander “Carlos” 
Williams Jr.

5. Aaron Chu and Jordan Howton 
participate in the Mag Chain 
ceremony.

6. Laurel Kammer at Mag Chain.

Summer Fun

7. Every summer MUW’s campus is 
buzzing with younger students who 
participate in programs. This year’s 
offerings ranged in size, themes 
and duration. Tazz Sparks and 
Kylan Jordan, children of Keith and 
Jessica Jordan, participate in MUW’s 
Science Enrichment Program, a 
K-12 educational outreach program 
that is a continuing effort by 
the Department of Sciences and 
Mathematics. They are instructed by 
Janet Robertson.

8. Morgan Jones, daughter of Terrell 
and Angela Jones, collects samples.

1

2

3

4 5

6
7

8
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N E W S  F R O M  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends,

Excitement is in the air on your beautiful campus of Mississippi University for Women! A new president with fresh ideas, increasing 

enrollments, a unified Alumni Association and Poindexter Hall’s renovation nearing completion are just a few of the many reasons 

to celebrate.

We have three challenges for the Alumni Association which align with Dr. Borsig’s vision for the future. They are to increase the num-

ber of members of the Alumni Association to 1,500, a goal set by the former co-presidents, increase support of the University through 

generous financial contributions and help recruit students by providing referrals and talking 

to family and friends about MUW. Many people, even in Mississippi haven’t heard the good 

news about our wonderful university. Let’s tell everyone about MUW everywhere we go!!

These goals are not unreachable for MUW alumni. Refer your friend’s daughter, your stu-

dents, your neighbor’s son or anyone interested in education. The director of admissions is 

Cassie Derden who stands ready to help in any way possible. Call her at (662) 329-7106 to 

set up a campus tour or just ask a question.

Secondly, we need to send our contributions to enable the university to give more scholar-

ships to recruit more students. Each of us can give a little more. Send contributions to the 

MUW Foundation, 1100 College Street, MUW-1618, Columbus, MS 39701.

Finally, let’s challenge our fellow classmates and alumni friends to join. Joining is easy either 

online at www.muwaa.org or by calling the Alumni Office at (662) 329-7295. We can do this 

but not without your help.

We look forward to meeting you and serving you in anyway! Give us a call and let us know 

how we can be of service!

Sincerely,

Elaine Logan Evans, Class of 1970

Andy Thaggard, Class of 1994

MUW Alumni Association Co-Presidents, 2012-2013
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Classnotes
1950s
Patti Carr Black ’55 of Jackson was a recipi-

ent of the Richard Wright Literary Excellence 

Award established in 1994 by the Natchez 

Literary and Cinema Celebration to honor 

the internationally known author, Richard 

Wright. Winners of the award are honored 

each year for a body of literary work. They 

must be outstanding, living writers with a 

strong Mississippi connection. 

1960s
Jean Blue ’62 of Vicksburg was one out of 

five artists a part of the “Narratives; Inside 

and Out” show at the Duckett Gallery 

at the Mary C. O’Keefe Center of Arts & 

Education in Ocean Springs. 

Linda Darby ’69 of Tillatoba has been 

named the MAIS Education Association’s 

Elementary School Teacher of the Year. 

Darby is a kindergarten teacher at Kirk 

Academy and has been a member of the 

faculty for 28 years.

1970s
Wanda McPhail ’73 has been named 

“Coach of the Year” by the Mississippi 

Association of Tennis Coaches four times 

and is a recipient of the prestigious 

Herschel Stephens Award, presented to 

coaches whose teams who have gone to 

the national junior college tournament at 

least five times.

Billie Graham ’74 of Laurel is one of the 

three area judges that was among the 45 

newly-elected Mississippi Justice Court 

judges who recently passed the manda-

tory judicial competency exam. Forty-five 

judges completed an 80-hour instructional 

course. Graham will serve as justice court 

judge for Jones County District 2. She is 

an experienced attorney and has practiced 

law for 35 years.

C L A S S N O T E S

Ceco Bui lding 

Systems President 

Roger Burlingame 

announced that Shawnna 

Romans has joined the Ceco 

Building Systems division staff 

as marketing director. 

“Shawnna will lead the mar-

keting activities for the Ceco 

Building Systems division and 

will represent Ceco on the NCI 

Buildings Group Marketing 

Council,” Burlingame added.

Romans joins Ceco Building 

Systems with over 15 years in 

marketing and customer ser-

vice. She has served as cus-

tomer care manager, inside 

sales/national accounts man-

ager, marketing/advertising 

manager, marketing coordina-

tor and account development coordinator in her career.

Romans earned her bachelor of science degree in paralegal studies from MUW; 

her master of business administration degree with emphasis in marketing from 

Columbia Southern University in Orange Beach, Ala.; and is a Certified Trade 

Show Marketer from San Francisco State University in San Francisco, Calif.

She was awarded Sales/Marketing Employee of the Year by the Environmental 

Industry Association. She has served as a member of the Future Industry Leaders 

Alliance (FILA) and on the Women’s Council of the Environmental Industry 

Association.

Residing in Columbus since 1985, she is married to Kenneth Romans and they 

have two sons, Bradley and Eric.

Ceco Building Systems, a leading division of NCI Building Systems, designs and 

fabricates attractive, energy-efficient, “function-oriented” metal buildings. Ceco is 

well-known for its “nonstandard is standard” design philosophy, allowing each 

project to be designed and manufactured to meet specific space and function 

requirements. For more information, visit www.cecobuildings.com.  

Romans Named Ceco Building
Systems Marketing Director

Romans
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Jessie Whitehead ’76 recently received 

the 2012 J. Eugene Grigsby Jr. Award from 

the National Art Education Association, the 

professional association for art educators.

Dr. Doris Taylor ’77, PhD, FAHA, FACC, 

one of the world’s leading cell therapy and 

cardiac regeneration scientists, will join 

Texas Heart Institute. Her research includes 

cell and gene therapy for treatment of 

cardiovascular disease, tissue engineering 

of bioartificial organs and vasculature, cell-

based prevention of disease; stem cells and 

cancer and holistic approaches to using cell 

therapy for treating chronic disease.

1980s
Gena Freeman ’83 of Saltillo was chosen 

as Mississippi Art Educators Outstanding 

Elementary Art Teacher for 2011.

Paul Hampton ’86 was selected to 

attend teacher training for a week at 

Harvard Graduate School of Education 

with the Muscogee Educational Education 

Foundation picking up the tab. 

Dr. Jan Reid-Bunch ’88 of Saltillo received 

the 2012 Women in Higher Education - 

Mississippi Network Leadership award.

1990s
Elizabeth Malone ’97 of New Hope was 

named this year’s Lowndes County School 

District teacher of the year. She has been 

teaching chemistry at New Hope for 10 

years.   

Dr. Kimberly Triplett ’97 is an assistant 

professor of curriculum and instruction at 

MSU-Meridian. 

2000s
Shelia Ray ’03 of Phoenix, Ill., received her 

master of art degree in political and justice 

studies from Governors State University in 

University Park, Ill., on Feb. 5, 2011.

Tell Us Your News or 
News About a Friend!

Have you been promoted? Earned another degree?
Have you married or had an addition to the family?
Send us your news, comments and suggestions to
Alumni Relations, Mississippi University for Women,

1100 College St., MUW-10, Columbus, MS 39701-5800.

Please circle the line that tells us what has changed - such as your
name, address, etc. Use an additional sheet to tell us your news.

Name 
Occupation
Class Year    College
Social Security No.
Address
City     State  Zip
Phone (H)    (W)
E-mail Address

Little Rock Alumni Luncheon

Alumni in Arkansas gathered for a luncheon where they heard from MUW President 
Dr. Jim Borsig. They are, seated, Sarilea Deaton ‘62, Mary Hawkins Hall ‘39, Frances 
Dubach ‘61 and Helen Kimbrough Caruthers ‘60; standing, Katelyn M. Davis ‘15, 
Barbie Hawkins James ‘72, Dorris Wheeler Bourland ‘61, Elizabeth Dumas Stone ‘43, 
Pat Parish Acklin ‘78, Jane Dearing Dennis ‘80 and Dr. Jim Borsig.
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Amy Shelton ’03 has opened a new State 

Farm Insurance office in Columbus.

Rich Sobolewski ’04 

of Gautier has joined 

MUW as webmaster. 

He has eight years of 

experience in online 

development and 

website management. 

Before joining MUW, 

Sobolewski worked as 

director of interactive content for WRCB-

TV, the NBC affiliate in Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Sobolewski earned his B.S. degree in com-

munication with an emphasis in media 

convergence from MUW.

Erin Sanderson ’10 graduated from 

Jackson State University on April 27 with 

a master’s in communicative disorders.  

Weddings
1990s
Bridgette Gentry ’97 and Christopher 

Blackwell were married March 10, 2012.

2000s
Emily Everett ’00 and Andrew McLarty 

Jr., were married April 14, 2012.

Emily Carpenter ’06 and Jeremy Alford 

were married June 16, 2012.

Joshua C. Jarvis ’07 and Bethany 

Mitchener were married June 1, 2012.

Anna Coleman ’07 and Justin Panter were 

married June 1, 2012.

Jordan Cockerham ’08 and Dudley Vance 

were married Jan. 7, 2012.

Meghan Sandidge ’08 and Jeffrey Peterson 

were married April 28, 2012.

Jessica Williams ’08 and Casey Reed were 

married May 6, 2012.

Laura Anne Hankins ’09 and Thomas Richard 

Ferguson were married March 24, 2012.

Loistein Baker ’09 and Barry McMillian 

were married May 12, 2012.

Joshua Lee Baty ’09 and Katie Grant were 

married June 2, 2012.

Jonathan Marshall Spencer ’09 and Taran 

Diane Chamness were married Feb. 17, 

2012.

Kaycee Nicole McMullan ’10 and 

Anthony Everidge were married Nov. 18, 

2011.

Annalissa Grant ’10 and Edward Cochran 

III were married March 24, 2012.

Lindsey Trenor ’10 and Cal Henderson 

were married May 26, 2012.

Allison Johnson ’11 and Christopher Dye 

were married April 28, 2012.

Mississippi in New York

Congressman Gregg Harper 
was one of the many visi-
tors who stopped by MUW’s 
table at Mississippi Day in 
Central Park.

The MUW Alumni Association added a New 
York police officer to its fan club. Bernadette ‘80 and Joe Messina

Brenda ‘66 and Louis Fratesi Celia Parker ‘78
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Four deserving individuals were 

recognized for contributions to 

their respective career fields and 

Mississippi University for Women by 

the MUW Alumni Association.

The award winners, announced at the 

annual meeting of the MUW Alumni 

Association held during the university’s 

Homecoming, were Dr. Sue Jolly-Smith of 

Columbus; Toni Seawright of Brooklyn, 

N.Y.; Dr. Harry Sherman of Columbus; 

and Amy Strickland Tate of Tupelo.

Dr. Jolly-Smith was presented the 

Alumni Service Award for consistently 

demonstrating outstanding commit-

ment, dedication, leadership and service 

to the advancement of the University 

and the Alumni Association. 

Dr. Jolly-Smith, class of 1975, chaired 

the Campus Advisory Committee for 

the 2011 MUW Presidential Search. 

She serves as Dean of the College of 

Education and Human Sciences and is a 

member of numerous campus commit-

tees. Her commitment to teaching and 

learning at MUW is evident in all that 

she does for the University. 

A member and supporter of the MUW 

Alumni Association, she has attended 

several alumni events in the area to 

give presentations and updates on her 

College’s programs and successes. Dr. 

Jolly-Smith is well known throughout 

the state as an accomplished educa-

tion professional. She is an excellent 

representative of MUW, its education 

program, and the high caliber of MUW 

alumni. Her selfless service to her alma 

mater is to be commended.

Seawright was the recipient of the 

Distinguished Alumni Achievement 

Award. This award is extended to MUW 

alumni who have achieved professional 

distinction and made significant com-

munity service contributions at the 

local, national and/or international 

level, bringing distinction and honor to 

the University.

A member of MUW’s class of 1987, 

became Miss W, then Miss Mississippi 

and fourth runner-up to Miss America. 

In doing so, she became the first black 

Miss Mississippi and cemented her 

place in American history. She is a sing-

er, songwriter, actress and entertainer 

who also manages the business aspects 

of her career and the careers of her sons. 

Seawright is the current AUDELCO 

Award Winner for “Outstanding 

Performance in A Musical - Female” 

for her starring role in “The Widow 

and Miss Mamie” performed at the 

Harlem School of the Arts. (AUDELCO 

Awards recognize Excellence in Black 

Theater.) In February she reprised that 

role and also starred in “I, Barbara 

Jordan” staged at the Harlem School 

of the Arts in honor of Black History 

Month. A working singer and actress, 

performing in numerous musicals, live 

shows and special events, she was the 

featured speaker and entertainer at the 

4th Annual Women’s Symposium, “I 

am the Queen of My World” spon-

sored by Navigator Credit Union. She 

has performed vocals with numerous 

Alumni Association Announces Award Winners

Jolly-Smith

Seawright
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celebrities and continues to represent 

Mississippi and MUW as a role model. 

In 2010, she addressed the Mississippi 

House of Representatives to speak 

of her love for MUW and to share 

an a capella performance, where she 

received a standing ovation.

Dr. Sherman was the recipient of the 

MUWAA’s Distinguished Achievement 

Award, an award presented to alumni 

and friends of the university who have 

achieved professional distinction and 

made significant community service 

contributions at the local, national and/

or international level, bringing distinc-

tion and honor to the University. 

Dr. Sherman, who is MUW’s longest 

serving employee, was also honored 

at a reception during Homecoming. 

He joined MUW September 1961. 

Beloved by former students, he is pro-

fessor emeritus of biological sciences 

and currently serves as the coordinator 

of public programs at the Plymouth 

Bluff Conference Center. Through his 

persistence over several decades, his 

plans and dreams of the Plymouth Bluff 

Center became a reality. Dr. Sherman 

continues to expand the Plymouth Bluff 

Center by improving upon the trails 

and other educational offerings. He has 

dedicated his life in service to MUW 

and his passion for his field of study.

Tate, government relations manag-

er for the Tennessee Valley Authority 

in Mississippi, was presented the 

Outstanding Recent Graduate Award, 

which recognizes alumni for outstand-

ing service and contributions in their 

chosen careers and to the MUW within 

15 years of their graduation. 

Tate, who lives in Tupelo, maintains 

bipartisan working relationships with 

congressional staff, state representatives 

and senators, county supervisors and 

city mayors. She also works with vari-

ous interest organizations and associa-

tions. Tate, an experienced government 

relations and communications profes-

sional, was a member of TVA’s Media 

Relations staff prior to moving to the 

Valley Relations staff. Prior to her asso-

ciation with TVA, she was special assis-

tant to the mayor of Tupelo, where she 

coordinated public relations efforts for 

the mayor and city departments.

Recognized as one of the Mississippi 

Business Journal’s “Top 40 Under 40,” 

Tate is a graduate of the Mississippi 

Economic Council ’s Leadership 

Mississippi and the Community 

Leadership Institute. She serves on the 

boards of Advance Mississippi, Junior 

Achievement, March of Dimes and the 

Mississippi Association of Partners in 

Education. She also serves as mentor 

to the Lawndale Leadership Academy, 

a leadership program for sixth graders 

in the Tupelo Public School District. 

Tate earned a double-major bachelor’s 

degree in public relations and political 

science from MUW in 1997.

Tate is currently enrolled in the 

Executive Leadership and Management 

Program in the Owens School of 

Management at Vanderbilt University.  

Sherman

Tate
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Emily LeAnn Odom ’11 and Marshall 

Wood III were married May 12, 2012.

McKenzie Leigh ’12 and Cory Williamson 

were married June 2, 2012.

Bethany Mitchener ’12 and Joshua Jarvis 

were married June 1, 2012.

Daniel Smith ’12 and Destiny Lamb were 

married Dec. 10, 2011.

Births
1990s
Erinn Carty ’98 and Cameron Colegrove 

of Ocean Springs announce the birth of 

their daughter, Wren Louise Colegrove, 

Nov. 25, 2011.

2000s
Elise Easley Wilson ’08 and James Nathan 

Wilson ’07 of Canton announce the birth 

of their daughter, Lena Catherine, Nov. 

21, 2011.

Anniversaries
1960s
Evelyn Egger Thompson ’61 and Bill 

Thompson celebrated their 50th anniver-

sary July 14, 2012.

Deaths
1930s
Annie McAllister ’30 of Tuscaloosa, Ala., 

Dec. 1, 2011.

Mary Davis Carothers ’31 of West Point, 

Jan. 9, 2012.

Lacy Neill Langford ’31 of Paragould, 

Ark., April 30, 2012.

Mary Falls Stinson ’33 of Camden, Ark., 

April 15, 2012.

Mary “Lorena” Wesson ’34 of Tupelo, 

Jan. 19, 2012.

Then and Now

Six W graduates recently reunited in Orange Beach, Ala., after reconnecting through 
Facebook. They are Virginia Bonney, Patty Ross Duffy, Terrie Powell Alexander, Sara 
Sparkman Williams, Jeanette “Deanie” Johnson Graves and Susan Hamm Bryson, all 
who graduated in 1979 or 1980. Some of them had not talked with each other in 32 
years and immediately caught up where they left off back in college. They said it was 
great to look at old photos and yearbooks of their days at MUW. After 32 years, they 
had a lot of catching up to do! All have been successful in their endeavors, and The W 
has a special place in their hearts. 
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Jewell Broughton Kitchens ’35 of Iuka, 

July 7, 2011.

Kalar Coody Fultz ’36 of Brandon, May 

10, 2012.

Katherine Lipscomb Worrell ’36 of Utica, 

April 22, 2012.

Lucy Nailer Lee ’38 of Vicksburg, Feb. 

18, 2012.

Bessie Newsom Stewart ’38 of Biloxi, 

Dec. 19, 2007.

Marie Dilworth Dicus ’39 of Corinth, 

April 7, 2012.

Hilda Lott Neill ’39 of North Carrollton, 

March 27, 2012.

Janice Watson Tabb ’39 of Jackson, Dec. 

13, 2011.

Martha V. Underwood ’39 of Brandon, 

Feb. 7, 2012.

Dorothy Dean Wiley ’39 of Springfield, 

Va., April 12, 2012.

1940s
Gwendolyn Guyton Kirk ’40 of Brandon, 

June 12, 2012

Golda DeCell Minor ’41 of Memphis, 

Tenn., Dec. 18, 2011.

Sarah Pridmore Land ’41 of Clinton, Feb. 

24, 2012.

Sara White Underwood ’41 of New 

Albany, May 2, 2012.

Mary Holland Elliott ’42 of Ripley, Feb. 

6, 2012.

Mary Woolbright Watts ’42 of Louisville, 

March 28, 2012.

Nell Coleman Ropp ’43 of West Point, 

April 20, 2012.

Charlotte Ezell Salter ’43 of Jackson, 

April 9, 2012.

Patricia Christian ’44 of Woodstock, Va., 

Feb. 10, 2012.

Melissa Caroline Barwick Grant ’45 of 

Braxton, Dec. 31, 2011.

Jayne Williams Johnson ’45 of Indianola, 

March 3, 2012.

MUW Department of Art & Design is announcing a call to Alumni Artists for the 2013 Alumni Juried Exhibition! 
If you’re a full-time artist, weekend painter or just looking to get back into making art, we want your submissions!

go to your studio 
and make

All art major alumni and/or alumni who are making art are invited to apply.  Any alumnus is eligible.
Work needs to have been made in the last 5 years.

 The prospectus for the exhibition will be available Sept. 13, 2012.  
 To request a copy of the prospectus, contact Alexander Stelioes-Wills at salex@as.muw.edu
 Entries (images on CD, completed prospectus, and entry fee) will be due Feb. 13, 2013.
 Entry fee will be $10 for three entries and $5 for each additional entry (maximum of six).
 Accepted work will be due at the Eugenia Summer Gallery by March 13, 2013.
 Tentative dates of the exhibition are: March 20 - April 20 with the reception being a closing   
 reception during Homecoming (tentatively April 19, 5 - 6:30 p.m.).
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To celebrate the 30-year anniversary of men being admitted 

to Mississippi University for Women, one of the first 200 

men to enroll at the university in 1982 was back on cam-

pus at Homecoming to observe that historic occasion.

 While much has changed since that time, Kent Smith and 

other alumni who returned for the barbecue celebration agree 

some things are just a part of The W culture.

 “Our classes were much more intimate. You did not have big 

auditorium-style classes,” said Smith, who graduated from MUW 

in 1986. “It made going to college so easy because it was such a 

positive environment.”

To add to his experience, Smith was one of only 20 males 

who chose to live on campus at the time. He wasted no time 

getting involved with the Meh Ladies as their road manager, the 

Entertainment Committee that worked closely with the adminis-

tration to plan campus parties and the MUW Modeling Squad.

“We (men) brought something new to the table they never 

thought of before. We brought a new vibe.”

Of course the ratio of so many beautiful women to men put 

a smile on his face and for all the right reasons.

“Growing up in Mississippi, it was male-dominated. When 

I met all of these bright educated women, it changed my 

view. To work with them and live with them, I gained a lot of 

respect for them because I saw them as equal,” he said. 

Smith, who manages a tech support company in Hermosa 

Beach, Los Angeles County, summed up his time at MUW as 

life-changing.

After transferring from a bigger institution, Smith attended 

MUW on the G.I. Bill. 

“It was a total learning environment. You don’t realize the 

importance of having good teachers,” he said. “If I had not 

gone here, I cannot imagine the path I would have gone down. 

It opened up the world for me.”

Andy Thaggard, who graduated from the university in 1994, 

said attending MUW is one of the best decisions he ever made.

“My path to MUW was just a matter of good fortune. 

I applied to be a resident at MSMS (Mississippi School for 

Mathematics and Science), and up until that point, I didn’t even 

know MUW existed,” said Thaggard, who works as command 

historian for the Mississippi National Guard. “I came on campus 

for the interview, and was struck by the campus size and aesthet-

ics. 

“The university was already coeducational, I had significant 

work experience in my chosen major, so it was a pretty easy 

decision to avoid driving to Starkville when I could walk out my 

front door.”

Thaggard added that his experiences in the classroom were just 

as valuable as his experiences inside the classroom.

“The classroom experience overall was very challenging and 

helped me grow as an individual. I remember taking a litera-

MUW Celebrates 30-Year 
Anniversary of Admitting Men
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Kent Smith, one of the first males to enroll at Mississippi University for 
Women, visits with former Student Government Association President 
Leander “Carlos” Williams Jr., who graduated in May.
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ture class that was eye-

opening. Students were 

forced to defend their 

position on a particular 

subject (logical argu-

ment), without being 

judged for that posi-

tion they were taking. 

That opened the door 

to self-evaluation on so 

many levels…and in my 

opinion that is one of 

the key components of 

University.”

Thaggard said there 

were times that his gen-

der put him in tenuous 

social situations, however he attributed a lot of that to his lack of 

social awareness and knowledge of long-held traditions.

“As I learned about campus customs and made myself avail-

able to help whenever possible, worlds of 

friendship were opened to me.”

Finally, the no-nonsense Army side of 

Thaggard kicked in when reflecting on his 

university experience.

“If you are looking to party while getting 

a piece of paper, you are not ready for this 

University experience. If you are serious 

about preparing yourself for a career path 

in which we offer a degree program, then a 

trip to campus is in order,” he said. MUW’s 

strong academic reputation is irrefutable. 

That’s not to say that lifelong bonds will not be built, they will, 

but they are forged in the fire of academic rigor solidified in the 

campus social construct. No, it’s not easy but it is so worth it.”

Dr. Phillip Cockrell, graduated from MUW in 2003 and 

returned as an employee in 2007.

“I decided to attend MUW after visiting the campus during a 

college tour and learning more about the academic course offer-

ings. Although I’m from Columbus, I didn’t know what academic 

and social opportunities were available at the institution until 

after the campus visit.

“The admissions staff helped me solidify my decision to 

attend MUW by inform-

ing me about the small 

class sizes, quality of the 

academic programs and 

leadership opportuni-

ties,” he said.

As the university’s 

first African-American 

student body president, 

Cockrell said it was evi-

dent that the MUW fam-

ily was invested in his 

future and committed to 

his success.

“I believe the most 

important attribute that 

contributed to my suc-

cess was the sense of family among the students, faculty and staff. 

Everyone at the institution was interested in my personal and 

professional goals; therefore, they provided me with experiences 

that complemented my interests. In 

essence, it was not lip service,” he said.

He also pointed to the university’s 

academic curriculum.

“Students who graduate from MUW 

are provided with academic and social 

experiences that build character, confi-

dence and leadership skills.”

And for male students who are hesi-

tant about attending MUW because 

it’s mostly female, Dr. Cockrell advises 

them to look at the quality of the aca-

demic curriculum.

“Men who enroll at MUW are afforded the same opportuni-

ties as women. Make the most of your collegiate experience. If 

the experiences and/or opportunities you are looking for are not 

available, just ask someone to assist you in creating them. Your 

idea can lead to enhancing the quality of programs and services 

you and your peers receive at the institution…

“MUW is a place where men can gain the experiences and skill 

sets that will prepare you to enter any career field.”

Cockrell is now associate vice president for student life/dean of 

students at Jackson State University.  

C L A S S N O T E S

Thaggard Cockrell

“If you are lookIng 
to party whIle gettIng 

a pIece of paper, you 
are not ready for thIs 
unIversIty experIence.”

—andy thaggard
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Learn about gift planning and its opportunities 
for you and us.

Use our “Plan by Age” feature to discover how 
far along you should be with your estate plan.

Download free eBrochures on topics that 
interest you.

Angela Crossley Ferraez
Director of Major Gifts and Planned Giving
Toll free: 877.462.8439, Ext. 7151 
Email: aferraez@dev.muw.edu 

Get started at 
www.muw.edu/plannedgiving

Support Mississippi University 
For Women From Your Desk

To find out  
more or to make 
a contribution, 
please call us at 
662.329.7148.
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Virginia Smitherman ’45 of Booneville, 

April 27, 2012.

Betty Sue Spann Branum ’46 of 

Chattanooga, Tenn., June 11, 2012.

Rebecca Gartin Overstreet ’47 of 

Starkville, March 5, 2012.

Irma Fortune Rube ’47 of Chatin, S.C., 

Feb. 22, 2012.

Anna Terrell Tumlinson ’47 of West 

Point, Feb. 24, 2012.

Winifred Koch Wallace ’47 of Roswell, 

Ga., Dec. 19, 2011.

Lillie Glover Land ’49 of Columbus, Oct. 

20, 2011.

Mary Edwards McNair ’49 of Madison, 

Feb. 20, 2012.

1950s
Pauline Adams Tramel ’50 of Jackson, 

Dec. 28, 2011.

Jane Savage Morgan ’51 of Morgan City, 

Jan. 13, 2012.

Gladys Seal Page ’51 of Pensacola, Fla., 

Feb. 17, 2012.

Berchie Hodum Haycock ’52 of 

Wardensville, W.Va., Dec. 28, 2011.

Mexie Lee Chism ’53 of Columbus, May 

12, 2012.

Anne Jordan Crawford ’53 of Brookhaven, 

May 25, 2012.

Frances Powers Trepanier ’53 of 

Columbus, May 14, 2012.

Eleanor Marie Drake ’54 of Jackson, May 

7, 2012.

Bonnie Sprayberry Burton ’56 of Saucier, 

April 17, 2012.

Sue Marsh Martin ’56 of Baton Rouge, 

La., Jan. 17, 2012.

V I S I O N S  •  s u m m e r  2 0 1 228



C L A S S N O T E S

TThe Mississippi World Trade 

Center (MSWTC) entered its 

11th year with Liza Cirlot 

Looser ‘80, CEO of The Cirlot 

Agency, at the helm. The Cirlot 

Agency is a Mississippi-based, full-

service integrated communications 

firm specializing in global brand 

strategy, and Looser plans to use her 

knowledge of international business 

to support MSWTC members’ com-

panies and the growing $11 billion 

dollar export market in Mississippi.

“Now more than ever, it’s impor-

tant for every company, no matter 

the size, to reach outside of Mississippi and the United States 

to identify areas of growth,” said Looser. “With advanced tech-

nology and the resources the Mississippi World Trade Center 

brings to its members, businesses have the opportunity to 

trade in markets all over the world.”

The MSWTC offers several tools to businesses across the 

state, including educational seminars, market research and 

networking. MSWTC members have access to the World Trade 

Center Association’s network of 750,000 companies. Currently, 

there are more than 330 world trade centers around the globe, 

and they work to assist companies in securing a footprint in 

the international marketplace.

“We want to help educate and partner with our state’s 

companies to find and promote global commerce efforts,” 

said Looser. “The Mississippi World Trade Center is such a 

great resource, because we can help small businesses who 

have never traded internationally, as well as corporations who 

already trade all over the world.”

Looser was elected president of the board in 2011. John 

Hendrix, the 2010 and 2011 board president, passed the 

gavel to Looser at the MSWTC’s Annual Meeting & Business 

Leadership Awards Luncheon in December. In 2010, Looser 

received the MSWTC’s top award, the Tozzoli Award for 

Distinct International Business Leadership. 

The Mississippi World Trade Center is a non-profit member-

ship organization dedicated to assisting Mississippi businesses 

with all aspects of international trade. The organization works 

in partnership with the Trade Bureau in the Mississippi 

Development Authority’s Global Business Division and other 

entities to support and encourage trade opportunities for 

Mississippi businesses and promote Mississippi products 

worldwide. For more information, visit www.mswtc.org.  

Mississippi 
World Trade 
Center Has 

New Leader

Liza Cirlot Looser was tapped to lead the Mississippi World Trade Center and was handed the 
gavel by outgoing president John Hendrix at the annual luncheon in December.
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Nashville Doll Designer Joan Greene ’72 was awarded two of 

the nation’s top doll awards earlier this year at the Dolls of the 

Year Awards (DOTY Awards) held in Orlando during IDEX 

(International Dolls Exhibition).  Each year doll industry experts, doll 

collectors and manufacturers converge at IDEX to celebrate the hobby of 

doll collecting, see what is new and meet the doll artists.  

Greene is known for her intricate and authentic designs. She has 

designed for companies such as Hallmark, Inc., Butterick Patterns and 

Ashton-Drake Galleries. In 2011, she introduced two new doll lines 

- both are vinyl fashion doll collections. Her Cordelia ShumakerTM 

Collection is based on a character that she created. Cordelia, as the story 

goes, was married in 1912 and her costumes reflect that romantic era 

with gowns of rich textures similar to those worn on the Titanic. The 

second line, The Beautiful VaultTM spans a time period from the 1920s 

through today. Greene’s dolls have already garnered several awards 

including two 2011 Dolls Magazine Awards of Excellence as the top 

fashion dolls of that year. 

She said, “I am thrilled to be recognized by my peers in the toy and 

doll industry, but the most important thing to me is to create a story with 

a doll that is so detailed and finely finished that it gives recall and plea-

sure to the collector.” Winning two DOTY Awards this year is an honor, 

but having a person stop me in the aisles at IDEX and tell me how the 

cocktail gown on Midnight Blue reminds her of her first dance or a Grace 

Kelly movie makes my heart sing.”  

Doll Designer Awarded Nation’s Top Doll Awards
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Midnight Blue

1960s
Ann Gates Womble ’62 of Oxford, Jan. 

7, 2012.

Wanda Horne Martin ’64 of Arkadelphia, 

Ark., April 5, 2012.

Aileen Walter Morrison ’64 of Jackson, 

May 8, 2012.

Martha Cook Callaway ’65 of Provo, 

Utah, May 4, 2012.

1970s
JoAnn Rogers Graham ’71 of Columbus, 

Jan. 12, 2012.

Suzanne Goodwin ’78 of Pearl, May 3, 2012.

1980s
Katherine Lynn Franklin ’81 of Brandon, 

June 13, 2012.

Sylvia Lanan Tutor Plunk ’89 of Oxford, 

June 3, 2012.

1990s
Stephanie Rector Freeman ’92 of 

Northport, Ala., Dec. 16, 2010.

Melody Featherston Marchbanks ’95 of 

Columbus, Dec. 19, 2011.

Rashean Oliver Hyde ’96 of Columbus, 

May 30, 2012.

Kevin A. Sisson ’98 of Columbus, March 

7, 2012.

2000s
Brenda Lawson Ivy ’10 of Okolona, Jan. 

9, 2012.

Faculty & Staff
Dr. Frank I. Lovell Jr. of Clinton, April 

22, 2012. Dr. Lovell taught educators at 

MUW.

Robert Arthur Manning Jr. of Columbus, 

July 5, 2012. Manning formerly taught in 

the MUW Design Department.  
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The Mississippi University for Women Alumni Association announced its Board of 

Directors at its annual meeting at Homecoming.

President-elect is Cheryl “Sherrie” Ann Jackson Cooper, a 1982 MUW graduate of 

Ocean Springs. Cooper, co-owner and chief financial officer for Back Bay Fuel & Ice; 

office manager for P&M Seafood; and consultant for CC Cooper Communications, will 

serve as president during the 2013-2014 year.

Board members elected to serve a three-year term include:
• Agustus Argrett,

2002, Madison—food technologist, Sanderson Farms, Inc. 

• Jennifer Katool,

1978, Jackson—product development manager, Sanderson Farms, Inc. 

• David Ivey,

1992, Lilburn, Ga.—attorney, Doeve Law Firm 

• Katy Pacelli, 

2000, Brandon—foundation assistant, St. Dominic’s Hospital 

• Mary Libby Payne,

1954, Pearl—retired judge, Mississippi Court of Appeals 

• Amy Tate,

1997, Tupelo—government relations manager, Tennessee Valley Authority

• Andy Thaggard and Elaine Evans

will serve as co-presidents for the 2012-2013 year. 

The MUW Alumni Association is officially affiliated with the university and exists to 

support and promote the mission of MUW by establishing quality relationships between 

the university and its alumni. The association serves the university and its alumni by 

providing opportunities for alumni engagement with each other and in its efforts to 

advance MUW.

For additional information about the MUW Alumni Association and to become a 

member, visit www.muwaa.org.  For more information, please contact the MUW Office 

of Alumni Relations at 662-329-7295 or alumni@muw.edu.  

C L A S S N O T E S

MUW Alumni Association
Announces Board of Directors

Cooper

Argrett

Ivey

Payne

Katool

Pacelli

Tate
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Thirteen years 

ago, At the age 

of 40, Koos and 

Antoinette Badenhorst 

immigrated to the United 

States with hopes of giv-

ing their three daughters 

a better life.

Their middle daugh-

ter, Linkie Marais, was able to go after her American dream and 

earn a shot at garnering her own food show.

Marais, a 2006 Mississippi University for Women graduate, 

showed off her culinary skills on this season’s “Food Network 

Star.”  She was one of 15 talented hopefuls who started on the 

show and survived five competition eliminations. Marais’ was 

on the team led by Giada De Laurentiis.

“I think my proudest moment was when I did well with 

`Chopped’ basket. The judges were impressed that I did 

mousse in only 30 minutes. I was so excited!”

Originally from South Africa, Marais moved to Tupelo with 

her family when she was 16. She worked for a wedding compa-

ny during high school where she decorated wedding cakes and 

catered. She later earned a degree in culinary arts from MUW.

“I loved MUW. It was like a family,” she said about the 

program and her culinary instructors, who provided her with 

experiences that made her fall more in love with food. “They 

were so patient.”

After attending MUW, Marais worked as a pastry chef and 

cake artist. She moved to Boston where she worked for a high-

profile baking company and was part of a team that decorated 

up to 80 cakes per week. Her recipes and techniques are influ-

enced by the South African cuisine she grew up with.

Marais was ecstatic about being on the show, considering it 

was her second time to audition.

“I tried out for the show a year before,” she said. “I was so 

happy when I went this year and actually made it.”

“It’s the most exciting and best experience I have had,” 

Marais added about working with the show’s stars. “So for me 

to have this honor, I have been like a sponge.”

Marais was also excited about being able to represent MUW, 

adding that she left with the “preparation needed to take on the 

culinary world and professional world.”

The 28-year-old Marais resides in North Attleborough, 

Mass., with her husband, Jannie.  

MUW graduate a finalist on season
eight of ‘Food Network Star’
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Marais with her chocolate masterpiece she created as an MUW 
student February 2006.

Linkie Marais
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Today’s economy.  Jobs of tomorrow. The future prosperity 

of Mississippi’s communities. All are built on the success of 

our state’s university students. That’s why investing in higher 

education is critical.

From providing opportunities for first-generation and non-

traditional students to ensuring the skills for a new generation 

of business, government, and community leaders, Mississippi’s 

public universities are committed to our students’ success.

Our graduates are prepared for any career. And in every 

Mississippi community, they’re proving they make a difference 

in moving our state forward. The return on investing in higher 

education?  Mississippi’s future.

Alcorn State University  |  Delta State University  |  Jackson State University  |  Mississippi State University

Mississippi University for Women  |  Mississippi Valley State University  |  The University of Mississippi  |  The University of Southern Mississippi

ADVANCING OUR STATE TOGETHER

STUDENTS
the state’s most important investment

A D VA N C I N G  O U R  S TAT E  T O G E T H E R

www.mississippi.edu
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Mississippi University
  for Women

A Tradition of Excellence for Women and Men

•	 The	 excellent	 quality	 of	 MUW’s	 nursing	 program	 was	
reflected	 in	 test	 results	 from	 24	 master’s	 degree	 nurse	
practitioner	 graduates	 who	 took	 the	 American	 Academy	
of	 Nurse	 Practitioners	 Certification	 Exam.	 MUW	 had	 a	 100	
percent	 pass	 rate	 and	 scored	 above	 the	 national	 means	 in	
all	areas.	The	program’s	average	of	633	on	the	certification	
exam	was	above	the	national	average	of	592.

•	 For	the	second	year	 in	a	row,	MUW	was	recognized	on	the	
President’s	Higher	Education	Community	Service	Honor	Roll.	
MUW	students,	faculty	and	staff	completed	263,000	hours	of	
community	service	in	2010-2011.

•	 MUW’s	 TVA	 Investment	 Challenge	 team	 won	 the	 TVA	
Investment	 Challenge	 for	 the	 2011	 calendar	 year,	 winning	
the	 competition	 over	 some	 elite	 teams	 from	 Mississippi	
State,	 University	 of	 Memphis,	 University	 of	 Kentucky,	 Ole	
Miss	and	Vanderbilt	University.	MUW’s	team	dominated	the	
competition	earning	a	14.94	percent	 return	on	 its	portfolio	
with	 the	 second	 place	 team	 earning	 only	 6.8	 percent.	 The	
portfolio	they	manage	is	now	worth	over	$500,000.

•	 MUW’s	 College	 of	 Education	 &	 Human	 Sciences	 and	
Sale	 Elementary	 were	 awarded	 the	 Governor’s	 University	
Partnership	Award.	This	distinguished	award	recognizes	the	
innovative	partnership	between	two	outstanding	educational	
entities.	 They	 have	 partnered	 together	 for	 the	 “Kids	 ‘N	
College”	 Program	 which	 has	 provided	 unique	 learning	
experiences	every	semester	since	2009.

•	 MUW’s	10	spring	speech-language	pathology	M.S.	graduates	
have	reason	to	celebrate.	One	hundred	percent	of	their	class	
earned	passing	scores	on	the	national	examination	in	speech-
language	pathology.	The	average	of	this	year’s	scores,	727,	
was	the	highest	in	the	history	of	MUW’s	graduate	program.	
Compared	 to	 the	 most	 recent	 data	 from	 the	 American	
Speech-Language-Hearing	 Association,	 this	 year’s	 scores	
were	higher	than	the	national	average	of	668.	

•	 MUW	 was	 the	 recipient	 of	 the	 Columbus	 Arts	 Council’s	
Corporate	Sponsor	of	the	Year	Award	at	the	2012	Moonlight	
and	 Magnolia’s	 Gala.	 MUW	 was	 recognized	 for	 being	 a	
partner	 for	 the	 Young	 People’s	 Artist	 Series	 and	 other	
programs	 through	 co-sponsorships	 which	 include	 use	 of	
facilities	and	monetary	gifts	through	the	university	and	MUW	
Foundation	over	the	past	10	years.

•	 Recent	Microsoft	Excel	training	provided	by	MUW	to	City	of	
Columbus	employees	resulted	in	a	great	partnership	with	both	
entities	looking	forward	to	additional	classes	being	offered	in	
the	 future.	 Four	 Excel	 training	 sessions,	 two	 beginning	 and	
two	intermediate,	were	provided	on	campus	for	free	to	about	
40	city	employees	ranging	from	clerks	to	firemen.

•	 Approximately	 25	 high	 school	 teachers	 from	 across	 the	
country	attended	the	ProStart	Institute	for	culinary	educators	
at	 MUW	 to	 learn	 the	 latest	 in	 restaurant	 management	 and	
culinary	arts.	The	goal	of	the	summer	institute	is	to	provide	
educators	with	a	forum	to	learn	cutting-edge	skills	they	can	
take	back	to	the	classroom.

MUW GOOD NEWS

For	more	information,	contact	the
Office	of	Alumni	Relations	at	(662)	329-7295.
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