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annuity and:

 Obtain immediate tax benefits.
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Working Together Leads to Successes
It’s a great day to be an MUW student and an MUW alum! As I write this column, there’s so much good news to share that my heart 
is about to explode with excitement and joy! Fall enrollment is 2,663, up 3 percent over last fall (2,587). This is the highest enrollment 
since 1999. A list of good news facts is provided for you at the end of this issue. I hope you’ll share MUW’s good news with your family 
and friends. Spread the word: MUW is a great university! It’s time to get excited about MUW!

The good news is plentiful because so many have worked together to make good things – like an increase in enrollment – happen. 
Working together everyone achieves more!

Faculty, staff and students – as well as alumni across the country – are thrilled to have a re-united MUW Alumni Association. It’s best 
for MUW that alumni work in harmony with W leadership to benefit our University. United we stand, divided we fall.  

It is imperative that we, as alumni, develop a sincere spirit of cooperation and enthusiastic support of “what’s best for MUW” and its 
future. We must remember, MUW’s future is not about us as former students and graduates; it’s about meeting the needs of contem-
porary students in a contemporary environment just as ours were met when we were students. 

Amidst the good news, there is a spirit of optimism across campus. As we move forward, we must fuel campus excitement by provid-
ing encouragement and support for our soon to be named new president’s leadership. There are so many opportunities to enhance 
enrollment growth, improve campus and educational programs, and move our University toward a brighter, more vibrant future.

One tangible way alumni and friends can demonstrate our W support, welcome our new president, and expand the positive momentum 
in a tangible way is to make financial contributions to the University. Only about 8 percent of our alums made gifts to MUW last fis-
cal year and that included 200 more donors than the previous year. Have you made a gift to MUW lately? If not, think about making 
one today. If you’ve already made a gift, consider making another one. Our gifts make a difference in the lives of students by providing 
scholarships that make it possible for many to attend college. Other gifts provide valuable internships, programs, academic experiences, 
meaningful speakers, fund faculty chairs and other important educational opportunities. Designate where you wish your gift to go.

If you’re receiving this issue of Visions, you most likely would say that you love The W. Many of 
us who say we love The W are really saying we love the friends we made and the memories we 
have of our years at MSCW or MUW. It’s time for us to demonstrate real love and appreciation 
for the valuable education we received by giving back to the University.

Please join me in demonstrating W love. Right now, without waiting another minute, get your 
checkbook out or go to the MUW Foundation website and make a contribution. Every dollar 
makes a difference! 

Thank you for your support during my time as interim president. It has been an honor and 
extraordinary privilege to serve my University. I Y MUW! How about you?

Sincerely.

Allegra Brigham, ’69, ‘72
Interim President
(662) 329-7100
abrigham@pres.muw.edu

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

Fall enrollment at Mississippi University for Women is up 

almost 3 percent with increases in full-time and part-time 

enrollment. 

As of Sept. 1, a total of 2,663 students were enrolled—up 76 

students from last year. 

Allegra Brigham, MUW interim president, said, “We are 

thrilled more students 

are recognizing the value 

and quality of The W 

experience and educa-

tion. MUW excels in 

providing quality edu-

cational opportunities 

while maintaining focus 

on the individual stu-

dent’s development in 

leadership, service and 

experiential activities.” 

Another area where 

the university saw 

growth was in its online 

nursing program.

“The tremendous 

enrollment growth speaks strongly to the quality and reputation 

of our Tupelo campus online RN to BSN Program,” said Dr. Sheila 

Adams, dean for the College of Nursing and Speech-Language 

Pathology. “We are fortunate to have an outstanding and dedi-

cated faculty who work very closely with the students.”  

The Tupelo online faculty members are always available to stu-

dents by email, skype, phone or in person when they need help 

with an assignment. This strong faculty support for this online 

program is what makes it so popular, Adams explained.

Joyce Olmstead, a graduate of the program, spoke to this qual-

ity when she said, “…The total online convenience to the MUW 

RN to BSN program was most advantageous, but it was the easy 

accessibility to the instructors that added a dimension other 

programs cannot provide. The courses enhanced my leadership 

skills and thoroughly prepared me for graduate school.” 

Dr. Jennifer Miles, MUW vice president for student affairs said, 

“We’re delighted that our enrollment is up almost 3 percent. 

This is our largest enrollment since 1999 and we look forward to 

continued growth.”

Miles added, “We are pleased to welcome our new students 

to MUW and we appreciate the energy and enthusiasm they 

bring to our campus.”

One of those new students is Karen Lott of Green County, who 

transferred from Jones 

County Junior College.

Initially, Lott was 

attracted to MUW due to 

its very generous schol-

arship programs.

She said, “I was 

impressed at the atten-

tion that The W devoted 

to transfer students, a 

group that some univer-

sities tend to overlook 

and undervalue; this is a 

testament to the impor-

tance that the university 

places on all its students.

“After attending some 

on-campus events, I realized that The W had much more to offer 

than simply scholarships. In comparison to other universities, 

the faculty and students here were much more welcoming and 

helpful. Also, the smaller atmosphere at The W convinced me 

that if I enrolled, I would not be just another number, so to speak. 

So far, I have certainly not been disappointed.”

Also looking to capitalize on students’ enthusiasm is the Ina E. 

Gordy Honors College, which has about 120 students enrolled.

“In order to get your best students, you have to have an attrac-

tive program,” said Dr. Tom Velek, director.

MUW’s Honors College offers a speakers series, scholarships, 

money to support undergraduate research and study abroad 

opportunities.

“We are making a real push to recruit further out and have a 

presence statewide as well as out of state,” he said. “We want to 

have a flagship program that attracts really high achieving stu-

dents and keep them here.”  

Fall Enrollment Up Almost 3 Percent

Students enrolled in the Tupelo campus online RN to BSN Program go through orientation. 
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W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

The 23rd annual Eudora Welty 

Writers’ Symposium will feature 

author Judith Ortiz Cofer as 

keynote speaker on Thursday, Oct. 

20 at 7:30 p.m. in Rent Auditorium 

of Whitfield Hall on the campus of 

Mississippi University for Women. 

Cofer has published 12 books of 

essays, fiction, young adult fiction and 

poetry, including “Reaching for the 

Mainland,” “The Latin Deli,” “A Love 

Story Beginning in Spanish,” and this 

year “Lessons from a Writer’s Life” and 

“If I Could Fly.” She will read from new 

and published work.

She was born in Puerto Rico and 

moved to the United States when 

she was 4 when her family came to 

Patterson, N.J. At the age of 15, she 

moved to Georgia, where she attended 

high school and college, and where she 

is now Regents and Franklin Professor 

of English and Creative Writing at the 

University of Georgia. She was recently inducted into the Georgia Writers’ Hall of Fame 

and included in the New Georgia Encyclopedia.

This year’s Symposium theme is “Crossing Cultures in the South: ‘into the lovely 

room full of strangers,’” which is drawn on a quote from Welty’s story “The Bride of 

Innisfallen.” As part of the theme, the role of international writers in Southern literature 

and the influence of other cultures on Southern writers will be celebrated.

The three-day event, which is free and open to the public, will continue on Friday, 

Oct. 21, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, Oct. 22, 8:30 a.m. to noon, with readings 

by 11 other writers, including Sefi Atta, Jean W. Cash, Joy Castro, Ann Fisher-Wirth, 

alumna Minrose Gwin, Randall Horton, Pauline Kaldas, Michael Kardos, MUW faculty 

member Michael F. Smith, Latha Viswanathan and John Jianqing Zheng.

More information can be found on the Welty Symposium website www.muw.edu/

welty or by contacting the director, Dr. Kendall Dunkelberg, at (662) 329-7386. 

The Eudora Welty Symposium is also on Facebook, Goodreads and Twitter 

(@WeltySymposium). 

Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium 
to Feature Judith Ortiz Cofer

Zheng
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W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

Sebastian Junger, the internation-

ally acclaimed, best-selling author 

of “The Perfect Storm,” “A Death 

in Belmont” and “Fire” will speak at 

Mississippi University for Women’s Welty 

Gala on Friday, Oct. 21. 

The event, hosted by the MUW 

Foundation, will start at 7 p.m. in the 

Mary Ellen Weathersby Pope Banquet 

Room on campus.

As a contributing editor to Vanity Fair 

and as a contributor to ABC News, Junger 

has covered major international news sto-

ries in Liberia, Sierra Leone and other 

places around the globe. He has been 

awarded the National Magazine Award 

and an SAIS Novartis Prize for Journalism. 

Junger became a fixture in the national 

media when, as a first-time author, he 

commanded The New York Times best-

seller list for more than three years with 

“The Perfect Storm,” which later set sales 

records and became a major motion pic-

ture from Warner Bros.

For over a year, Junger and photojournal-

ist Tim Hetherington embedded with bat-

tle company of the 173rd Airborne Brigade 

Combat Team in the remote and heavily con-

tested Korengal valley of eastern Afghanistan. 

Reporting on the war from the soldiers’ 

perspective, Junger spent weeks at a time at 

a remote outpost that saw more combat than 

almost anywhere else in the entire country. 

The professional result was twofold: his most 

recent book, titled “WAR,” and the Academy 

Award nominated film for Best Documentary, 

“Restrepo,” that also won the 2010 Grand Jury 

Prize at the Sundance Film Festival and aired 

on the National Geographic Channel.

His reporting on Afghanistan in 2000, 

profiling Northern Alliance leader Ahmed 

Shah Massoud, became the subject of the 

National Geographic documentary “Into the 

Forbidden Zone.” In 2001, his expertise and 

experience reporting in Afghanistan led him 

to cover the war as a special correspondent 

for ABC News and Vanity Fair. His work has 

also been published in Harper’s, the New 

York Times Magazine, National Geographic 

Adventure, Outside and Men’s Journal. He 

has reported on the LURD besiegement of 

Monrovia in Liberia, human rights abuses 

in Sierra Leone, war crimes in Kosovo, 

the peacekeeping mission in Cyprus, wild-

fire in the American West, guerilla war in 

Afghanistan and hostage-taking in Kashmir. 

He has worked as a freelance radio corre-

spondent during the war in Bosnia.

Junger is a native New Englander and a 

graduate of Wesleyan University. Attracted 

since childhood to “extreme situations 

and people at the edges of things,” Junger 

worked as a high-climber for tree removal 

companies. After a chainsaw injury, he 

decided to focus on journalism, primarily 

writing about people with dangerous jobs, 

from fire fighting to commercial fishing, 

which led to “The Perfect Storm.”

In 1998, Junger established The Perfect 

Storm Foundation, a non-profit organiza-

tion that provides educational opportuni-

ties for children of people in the maritime 

professions.

At the podium, Junger engages audi-

ences with a powerful, emotionally com-

pelling and vivid portrait of the impact 

of war. Drawing upon his prolific career 

of more than 20 years of international 

reporting, Junger shares personal anec-

dotes and direct experiences from the 

trenches of Afghanistan. A witness to 

some of the most heroic, disturbing and 

life-affirming events that represent the 

conflicted nature of war, Junger explores 

the emotional experience of combat and 

the impact of war on everyday lives.

Gala tickets are sold at different levels and 

offer opportunities for attendees to enjoy a 

private reception with the guest speaker 

along with premium seating during dinner. 

A book signing and question and answer 

session will follow the program.

For ticket and sponsorship information, call 

the Office of Development at (662) 329-7148.

Proceeds from the Gala benefit the 

endowment for the Eudora Welty Chair in 

Humanities. The Robert M. Hearin 

Support Foundation is a major sponsor of 

the Welty Series.  

Junger

Welty Gala to Feature  Author of ‘The Perfect Storm’
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Renovations to Poindexter Hall at Mississippi University for 

Women are almost 50 percent complete, with plans for 

the building to be substantially complete about June 2012.

The first floor of the building will include a grand piano studio, 

reception and seminar area and student lounge “green room.” 

The foyer, which contains the original heart pine floors, will lead 

guests into the historic auditorium that seats 250 and boasts a 

beautiful venue for music performances and other campus and 

community events.

“Upon completion of this project, Poindexter will have a new 

interior to include new mechanical systems and will be fully ADA 

accessible,” said Jody Kennedy, assistant director of facilities engi-

neering. “This will be made possible by the addition of two new 

elevators and new access ramps.”

William “Peppy” Biddy, chair of the Department of Music and 

Theatre, said students and faculty of the music department are 

counting the days until they can get back into Poindexter.

“Everyone involved in the process has worked with diligence to 

assure that the building is restored to its original splendor while 

upgrading the facility with modern technology. The acoustics in 

the performance hall are going to be perfect.

“By the time the building is reopened it will have been six years 

since classes were held in the building. We have two groups of 

graduates who have never had the privilege of performing on 

Poindexter stage...so those students will be invited back as alumni 

to have that chance. We anticipate that the newly renovated build-

ing will help attract more music students,” he said.

Poindexter is one of 23 buildings on campus listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

Poindexter Hall 
Renovations Ongoing

MUW Receives 
National Recognition for 
Community Service

Mississippi University for Women was recognized on 

the 2010 President’s Higher Education Community Service 

Honor Roll with distinction by the Corporation for National 

and Community Service (CNCS).

The President’s Higher Education Community Service 

Honor Roll, launched in 2006, annually recognizes insti-

tutions of higher education for their commitment to and 

achievement in community service. 

Honorees are chosen based on a series of selection factors, 

including the scope and innovation of service projects, the 

extent to which service-learning is embedded in the curricu-

lum, the school’s commitment to long-term campus-commu-

nity partnerships and measurable community outcomes as a 

result of service.

“It is certainly an honor for MUW to have been named to 

this Honor Roll recognizing our commitment to community 

service and service-learning experiences. I believe people 

who want to be great leaders must embrace an attitude of 

service to others. MUW provides numerous opportunities for 

students to develop service leadership skills and for faculty 

and staff to demonstrate leadership through service in their 

professional endeavors as well as on campus and in our com-

munity and region. To be recognized in this way is reward-

ing,” said Allegra Brigham, MUW’s interim president.

MUW completed 137,000 hours of community service in 

2009-2010 with almost 8,000 hours coming from faculty. A 

major contributor of those community service hours came 

from the College of Nursing and Speech-Language Pathology, 

which logged over 121,000 hours through health fairs, a dia-

betes walk, therapy sessions at the MUW Speech and Hearing 

Center, screened speech and hearing for Head Start children in 

Lowndes, Noxubee, Clay and Oktibbeha counties and events 

such as TAR Wars, Body Walk and Camp Jabber Jaw.

Other programs included a year-long project that packaged 

more than 43,000 meals to be delivered to two continents 

through Stop Hunger Now, weekend service trips to build and 

renovate substandard housing throughout three states and ser-

vice-learning projects that helped students learn more about 

their field of study while helping those in the Golden Triangle. 

Jessica Harpole, MUW coordinator of leadership and ser-

vice, said, “Community service allows students to be part of 

the solution to problems that plague our global and local 

society. They are able to use their creativity, work as a team 

and develop a sense of purpose through serving others.”  

W H AT ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  AT  M U W

Cherry Dunn, professor of music; William “Peppy” Biddy, chair of the 
Department of Music and Theatre; and Dewey Blansett, director of 
facilities management, in the historic auditorium of Poindexter Hall.
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This summer a few 

Mississippi University 

for Women students 

worked alongside their pro-

fessor conducting research 

with hopes of finding a 

better treatment for cystic 

fibrosis.

The protein research 

laboratory set up by Dr. 

Ghanshyam Heda, assis-

tant professor of biol-

ogy, was made possible 

through a research award 

from the National Institutes 

of Health as a part of the 

Mississippi IDeA Networks 

of Biomedical Research 

Excellence Projects and 

The University of Southern 

Mississippi.

“I was able to assemble some key equipment that is the first of 

its kind here on campus,” said Heda. “For example, my research 

laboratory is capable of doing tissue culture of human and mam-

malian cells. We can isolate cell organelles and prepare samples 

for protein identification.”

Instead of using animals to conduct research, Heda and his 

three summer research interns tested different drugs on human 

cells. The cells, which were obtained from a cystic fibrosis 

patient, are able to be maintained in the lab.

Cystic fibrosis is described as a common hereditary disease 

that causes mucus build up in the lungs and digestive tract. It 

affects about 30,000 children and adults in the United States 

(70,000 worldwide), according to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

One of those full-time researchers was junior Upasana Kunwar 

of Nepal, who is majoring in biology and mathematics at MUW. 

She said the experience has been invaluable.

“I have learned about 

scientific equipment. Back 

home, we don’t have this 

type of modern equipment. 

I have learned so much by 

being in an actual lab.”

Dominique Robinson, 

who graduated from 

Clarksdale High School, is 

a senior biology/pre-med 

major.

“I hope this experience 

will help me get into medi-

cal school,” she said. “I’m 

glad that I did not have to 

go to another school to get 

research experience.”

Rajiv Heda, a rising senior 

at the Mississippi School for 

Mathematics and Science 

and Heda’s son, was excited about the opportunity to work with 

a college professor and students.

“This is a test drive for my career,” he said, noting an interest 

in biochemistry.  

Heda is continuing research where he left it off at his previous 

position at The University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center 

at Memphis, where he is still holding a joint appointment as the 

professor of medicine. 

“We are hoping that eventually we will find some better treat-

ment for the patients,” Heda said. “We have made some signifi-

cant contributions in the past 15 years.”

MUW’s Sciences and Mathematics Department has two more 

laboratories that are NIH funded and training undergraduate and 

high school students. The labs are run by Dr. Lauren Brandon, 

associate professor of microbiology and Emma Sadler Moss 

Chair, and Dr. Ross Whitwam, professor of biology.  

Professor, Students Spend Summer
Conducting Cystic Fibrosis Research 
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

M O L D I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Dr. Ghanshyam Heda, assistant professor of biology, and students Dominique 
Robinson, Rajiv Heda and Upasana Kunwar observe and discuss the results of a 
protein assay.
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While many Mississippi University for Women students 

were on campus this summer taking courses toward 

their degrees, others were off campus gaining real-life 

work experience through summer internships.

Two political science majors did internships in Washington, 

D.C. Lesly Griffin, a senior from Greenville, interned with the U.S. 

Department of Commerce’s Minority Business Development Agency 

where he developed grant applications and discussed important issues 

for Mississippi such as creating more jobs and tackling the high obesi-

ty rate, and Jase Sayre, a senior from Fayette, Ala., worked in the Office 

of U.S. Representative Robert Aderholt.

In Washington for eight weeks, 

Sayre attended committee hearings 

and typed up reports, updated a con-

stituent letter and also helped greet 

guests and run the front desk.

While in Washington, he attended 

the Faith and Freedom Conference 

where he met the Eastern coordina-

tor of Christians United for Israel 

who encouraged him to apply for a 

scholarship to attend the yearly sum-

mit and a chance to go to Israel. 

His successful application resulted in a 

“trip of a lifetime” to Israel for two weeks. 

Back on campus for his senior year, he 

plans to start a chapter of Christians United for Israel at MUW. 

“This has been the most amazing summer of my life,” Sayre said. “I 

never dreamed that an internship through MUW would create so many 

opportunities for me. This has been a once in a lifetime experience.”

The opportunities continue. Sayre will return to Washington, 

D.C., in October as one of seven students planning the college 

events for the Values Voter Conference.

Another senior political science major, Preston Veal from 

Woodville, worked as a legal/government relations analyst with 

Ciright Systems, Inc., a cloud computing company in West 

Conshohocken, Penn. He helped develop computer and phone 

applications that can be of use for government.

In theatre, Andrew Partin, a sophomore from Tupelo, performed 

in Tecumseh! The Outdoor Drama in Chillicothe, Ohio, where Lee 

Crouse, MUW visiting instructor of theatre, has worked for several 

seasons as both actor and fight choreographer and weapons manager.

Joseph Musgrove, a junior theatre major from Columbus; 

Dustin Gibson, a senior theatre major from Columbus; Kayla 

Manzolillo, a senior theatre major from Ethelsville, Ala.; and 

Alyssa McElfresh, an August graduate from Senatobia, all 

interned at Lees-McRae Summer Theatre in Banner Elk, N.C.

“David Carter, associate professor of theatre at MUW, has 

worked at Banner Elk for three summers and has forged a rela-

tionship whereby MUW students are 

always welcome as summer interns,” 

said William (Peppy) Biddy, chair of 

the Department of Music and Theatre.

“Participating in a professional 

internship is the first step for a student 

to make the transition from college to 

employment in the profession. During 

an internship, students are able to 

apply the skills learned in the class-

room to ‘real world’ situations, while 

learning new skills. Students return 

from internships with confidence, 

a fresh perspective on the profes-

sion and their first list of networking 

opportunities for future employment.”

In addition to working at Banner Elk this summer, Manzolillo 

also worked at New Stage Theatre in Jackson where MUW has 

a long relationship because both Biddy and Carter have worked 

there for nearly a decade.

Many Culinary Arts students completed internships this sum-

mer, including senior culinary arts majors Lisa Foster of Memphis, 

Tenn., and Jermeka Smith of Greenville who both interned at 

Camp Kippewa, an overnight girls summer camp in Monmouth, 

Maine, where the head chef is William Ridgley, a chef at Harvard.

 Also, Gabrielle Gross, a senior culinary arts major from Kiln, 

worked at La Louisiane Bakery in Harahan, La., and Brittany 

Roh, a senior culinary arts major from Mobile, Ala., earned expe-

rience at the Marriott Grand Hotel Resort in Point Clear, Ala.  

Students Enjoy Summer Internship Experiences
By Jill D. O’Bryant

P R E PA R I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Jase Sayre takes a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. 
Sayre received a scholarship to attend the yearly summit of 
Christians United for Israel.
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S T R E N G T H E N I N G  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E

Dear Alumni and Friends:

What an honor to serve as chairman of the MUW Foundation Board of Directors, especially in this exciting time in our university’s his-

tory. Many thanks to JoAnne Reid, our immediate past chairman of the board. We appreciate her enthusiasm and willingness to serve.  

Well done, JoAnne!  

Our Foundation’s purpose is “to receive gifts on behalf of the University, to solicit, invest, manage and administer those monies which 

support the educational research and service mission of Mississippi University for Women.” This is what determines the business and 

actions our directors take at each MUW Foundation Board meeting. We are committed alumni and friends of the university who agree to 

the time, travel and responsibilities required to serve on the Board. My special thanks to our officers and chairs:  Renee Flynt, vice chair-

man and chair of the Development Committee; Dr. Barbara Garrett, secretary; Shay Eubanks, treasurer; Ralph McLain, chairman of the 

Investment Committee; Jayne Perkins-Brown, chair of the Strategic Planning Committee; and JoAnne Reid, immediate past Foundation 

chairman and chair of the Nominating Committee.

This has been an exciting year of reunification and renewal for MUW, and thanks to fellow alum and interim president Allegra Brigham, 

our university grows stronger every day. Allegra’s enthusiasm, passion and team focus make her a leader to admire and respect. We have 

great cause for celebration.  

As loyal daughters and sons of MUW, you are the driving force behind our financial success. I would encourage you to support our 

alma mater in any way you can. Time and talent are as important as financial resources, but every dollar counts. Your Foundation funds 

hundreds of scholarships each semester, making a college education possible for many bright, worthy students. You’d be surprised what 

an annual donation of $100 can mean. Please consider a gift to our beloved university – and give generously.  

One way you can support the Foundation is by attending the Welty Gala October 21.  

Sebastian Junger, author of “The Perfect Storm,” will be our keynote speaker. Junger spent 

more than a year as an embedded journalist with the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat 

Team in Afghanistan. His resulting documentary, Restrepo, was nominated for an Academy 

Award and won the 2010 Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival.  Good food, won-

derful company and an opportunity to hear a renowned journalist – that’s an experience 

you do not want to miss! I hope to see you there.

Warm regards,

Ruth Pettey Jones, Class of 1976

Chairman

MUW Foundation Board
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F E A T U R E

A 
pivotal moment in the history of 

Mississippi University for Women 

began with the first meeting of the 

unified alumni organization.

Board members of the MUW Alumni 

Association convened for their first meeting 

in July following a board retreat at MUW’s 

Plymouth Bluff Conference Center.

“Wow! What an amazing weekend for 

Mississippi University for Women and the 

MUW Alumni Association,” said Allegra 

Brigham, MUW’s interim president. “It was 

an incredible experience to witness and par-

ticipate in the early transformational steps 

of two entities becoming one and to hear 

expressions of shared alumni vision as board 

members thoughtfully worked to align their 

plans in support of the university.”

During the two-day retreat, alumni 

worked with Dr. Lee Patouillet of Patouillet 

Consulting in Atlanta “to collectively write 

a new chapter in the history of the MUW 

Alumni Association and to help the board 

leadership build the kind of alumni asso-

ciation The W needs and deserves.”

Through strategic planning processes, 

Dr. Patouillet assisted the MUWAA Board 

in reviewing the association’s mission and 

setting values and vision as well as in some 

goal-setting exercises.

Among key goal topics receiving focus 

by alumni included developing positive 

opinion for the institution and higher edu-

cation, recruiting the best and brightest 

students, cultivating and inspiring finan-

cial generosity and supporting the institu-

tion through promoting the annual fund, 

Unified AlUmni AssociAtion
Holds inaugural Retreat

Mississippi University for Women Alumni Association Co-Presidents Andrea Godwin Overby and 
Emily Myers Garner sign the affiliation agreement between MUW and the MUWAA. Allegra 
Brigham, MUW interim president, looks on.
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F E A T U R E

Board of Directors for 2011-2012 attending the retreat, front row, Dustin Thompson, Erin Gioia, Del Hamilton, Andrea Overby, Emily Garner, Lillian 
Wade, Shirley Few-Spain, Deborah Hodges and Dana Jackson; middle row: Stephen Taylor, Renee Flynt, Mary Ann Petro, Ruth Jones, Mary Libby 
Payne, Becky Cade, Tina Morgan and Irene Guthrie; back row, Sherrie Cooper, Anne Franklin Lamar, Elaine Evans, Malinda Mabry-Scott, Andy 
Thaggard, Mitzi Green and Kim Triplett.

Dustin Thompson and other alumni participate in a smaller breakout session.

membership dues and a capital campaign.

“I want to congratulate the group on the unification. It’s clear 

that a lot of great work occurred this weekend in an effort to devel-

op common language which leads to a common vision resulting 

in common ground about the work of the Alumni Association,” 

Dr. Patouillet said. “It’s clear to me there is total consensus of the 

commitment of the alumni leadership to help generate a new level 

of engagement and support for MUW.”

MUWAA Co-Presidents Emily Myers Garner and Andrea 

Godwin Overby echoed that sentiment.

Garner said, “It is with great pride that I serve my beloved 

alma mater as co-president of our newly reunified Mississippi 

University for Women Alumni Association. We are making his-

tory once again just as a group of strong, young women did in 

1884 when they championed the first public college for women 

in America.

“Together with open minds and open hearts, we will emerge a 

stronger, more unified association committed to serve and sup-

port MUW.”

Overby said, “It was exciting to be part of this special weekend 

at MUW. I am confident that our unified Alumni Association 

Board will have a positive role in The W’s future.”  
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Dear Fellow Alumni,

These are exciting days at MUW. Our summer was a busy one for the Alumni Association, and we are looking ahead at a fall semester 

of energizing activity both on and off campus. 

As co-presidents of your Alumni Association, it has been a privilege for us to participate in connecting with alumni from many places 

during the summer. 

• Our Association helped represent MUW at events in Central Park in New York, on the Mall 

and at the Newseum in Washington, D.C., and in Atlanta. In Washington, a group of about 

25 alumni and friends of all ages came together to meet our president, Allegra Brigham, and 

to catch up on news of the W, just because they love and support our university.

• A new Alumni Board was formed at a fun and productive retreat at Plymouth Bluff in 

early July. We enjoyed getting to know many fantastic alumni as the merger process brought 

together 30 board members who are committed to seeing our university thrive.

• The presidential search process is under way. We anticipate welcoming a new university 

president in the early months of 2012.

An MUW Alumni Association direct mail piece was distributed to all MUW alumni in late 

July. We urge you to take a few minutes to complete and return this form as a signal that you 

support our Association’s goals of helping to recruit students for MUW, raising funds to help 

the W meet the challenges of difficult economic times and promoting and sharing the good 

news about our university.

In closing, we know that 2011 will be a unique year of transition, collaboration and growth, 

but one that shows great promise for our future. Our own Eudora Welty said it best when 

she opined that “the excursion is the same when you go looking for your sorrow as when you 

go looking for our joy.” Let’s remember the “joy” of being an alumna/us of one of the finest 

universities in America during this year’s unique excursion. 

Sincerely,

Emily Myers Garner, Class of 1995  

Andrea Godwin Overby, Class of 1968

MUW Alumni Association Co-Presidents, 2011-2012

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  L O N G  B L U E  L I N E
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Classnotes
1950s
Margaret Gaston Williamson ’59 was 

inducted into the Garrett Middle School 

(Cobb County, Ga.) Hall of Fame. She 

taught at Garrett 28 years.

1960s
Shirley Rutherford Spain ’64 of Booneville 

was presented with the Achievement 

Award from the Alumnae Association.

1970s
Cheryl Eldridge Sparkman ’72 of 

Scooba was honored after retiring from 

Mississippi Department of Human 

Services in Kemper County.

1980s
Carrie Ball Williamson ’81 is the current ath-

letic director at Itawamba Community College 

in Mississippi and received the National Junior 

College Athletic Association Award.

Carol Flowers Pabst ’81 graduated with her 

master of education degree in educational 

technology leadership from Northwestern 

State University in Natchitoches, La.

Cheryl Jackson Cooper ’82 was recently 

elected 2011-2012 vice president of the Ocean 

Springs Education Foundation, a non-profit 

organization which supports quality and inno-

vation in the Ocean Springs’ public schools. 

OSEF awards nearly $25,000 in grants to local 

C L A S S N O T E S

Alumna Robyn Crossley 
East was appointed dep-
uty assistant secretary 

for information systems and 
chief information officer at the 
United States Department of 
the Treasury on March 28. 

East recently outlined how 
her office was making strides 
at achieving operational effi-
ciency and managing large-
scale IT programs more effec-
tively, while better serving the 
public and saving taxpayer 
money, stating, “A major com-

ponent of IT reform is a shift toward cloud-based systems, 
and we’re proud to report that the Treasury is leading the 
way in this area.”

Her position entails many different responsibilities which 
include the Treasury’s principal advisor on information tech-
nology issues and formulating policies and programs to maxi-
mize the value of the Treasury’s $3B technology portfolio and 
manage investment risks across the Department. 

East graduated from Mississippi State College for Women in 
1971 with a bachelor of music degree. 

Although her chosen career path represents a shift from her 
degree field, East emphasized that her education at The W 
instilled valuable leadership qualities and a foundation to help 
her achieve in any career choice. 

East said about her alma mater, “I think that the experiences 

I had and the opportunities I was given to excel were huge 
influences on my professional life, teaching me leadership and 
values that have served me well through the years.”

After she graduated, East taught for a year at Oak Hill 
Academy in West Point and then went to graduate school at 
North Texas State University, where she also studied music. 
She spent several years in banking, where she initially became 
interested in technology. Over the next several years, she was 
responsible for early implementation of several new technolo-
gies, first in a banking role and again in her next role in Texas 
state government. East spent 16 years in various management 
roles, primarily in technology, at three Texas state government 
agencies. 

Her most recent positions include 13 years in higher edu-
cation in progressively more senior IT management roles at 
George Washington University as its executive director of 
information systems and services and at The University North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill serving as its associate vice chancellor 
for IT and deputy CIO. 

East reminisced about her time at The W, commenting on 
people who were instrumental in shaping her college experi-
ence, citing she still has, today, notes of support from a voice 
teacher whose students she accompanied. 

“I have many fond memories of my time at The W--the Glee 
Club, the tour choir (I was accompanist for both for four years), 
winning the state piano solo competition in my junior year and 
forming the Meh Ladies in my senior year.” 

“I will never forget the valuable life lessons I learned at The 
W, and I will always think of it as the starting point for a career 
in which I have truly been blessed.”  

East Named CIO of Treasury Department
By Clemmie Phillips

East
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teachers each year and conducts an annual special event fundraiser 

“Surfin’ with OSEF.”

Rita Luna ’83 is Caledonia’s High School Teacher of the Year. She 

has taught at Caledonia for 26 years.

Paul Hampton ’86 has earned the title of 2011 Muscogee County 

Teacher of the Year. He was honored by the Muscogee County 

Educational Excellence Foundation.

1990s
Dr. Kenneth Anthony ‘93, assistant professor of education, has 

joined the College of Education and Human Sciences at MUW.

Anika Mitchell Perkins ’93, director of public affairs at MUW, 

won first place (Senior Division) for her feature story in the 2011 

College Public Relations of Association awards competition. The 

story was about MUW alumna Myra Williams Ottewell and her 

documentary on the history of segregation in Mississippi.

Lisa Walters ’93 of Jackson was elected activities director of 

Pioneer Valley High school in Santa Maria, Calif., where she has 

been teaching for 11 years.

Joni House ’99 has been named principal of Annunciation 

Catholic School in Columbus. Originally from Louisiana, House 

received her undergraduate degree in elementary education with 

C L A S S N O T E S

Five retired professors of Mississippi University for 
Women’s Department of Health and Kinesiology are in 
the process of tracing, documenting and recording the 

history of The W’s intercollegiate athletic program. 
This project was undertaken for two main reasons. First, 

when the tornado of November 2002 destroyed the Emma Ody 
Pohl Physical Education/Assembly Building, the memorabilia, 
trophies, pictures and sport information records were destroyed, 
including the national basketball championship trophy of 1971. 
Secondly, with the administrative decision in 2003 to eliminate 
the intercollegiate athletic program, the significant role of MUW 
in pioneering women’s intercollegiate athletics in the Southeast 
was in danger of being forgotten. Therefore, these retired faculty 
members decided to develop a written record of the accomplish-
ments of MUW’s student athletes.

The project was initiated in October of 2008. During the 

past two years the writers have been researching official 
records, yearbooks, catalogs, newspapers and annual reports.

They have also utilized interviews and pictorial records to 
develop the history. The finished product will include the 
very early development of intercollegiate basketball at II & C 
(MUW’s original name) in 1908. MUW was among the first 
colleges in the Southeast to sponsor an intercollegiate athletic 
team for women which was a trailblazing event.

The heart of the book will focus on the development of the 
modern women’s intercollegiate athletic program from 1961 - 
2003 and will include a history of each sport program as well 
as their records and lists of team members. The authors hope 
to complete this project by the end of 2011. 

“We really appreciate the efforts involved with preserving 
the history of W athletics,” said Dr. Mark Bean, H&K depart-
ment chair.  

Retired Faculty Develop History

Thank you to our volunteers who 
made this fundraising effort possible!

Thank you 
for your contributions to the

MUW Scholarship Fund!

447 gifts from 
250 donors

Cash- $356,928

Pledges- $182,793

Total- $539,721
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a focus in science and social studies from 

MUW where she also played softball.

2000s
Hozay Hausley ’00 introduced his inspi-

rational DVD “I Am For Real This Time” at 

the Amory National Guard gala.

Phillip “Flapp” Cockrell ’03 earned his 

Ph.D. in urban higher education from 

Jackson State University. He currently 

serves as director of student life at MUW.

Dietriche Jones ’07 has joined the staff of 

Magnolia Medical Clinic in Greenwood.

Dr. Mary A. Williams ’07 of Marks received 

her doctor of nursing practice degree with 

a focus in forensic nursing on May 27. She 

graduated from MUW with a master of sci-

ence in nursing.

Megan Cook McKinnie ’08 received her 

CPA certification and provides taxation 

services in the BKD Financial Service prac-

tice in the Jackson office.

Ross Roberts ’10 joined Chef Mike 

Romhild in April at a new restaurant in 

Flowood called Table 100/Restaurant/Café, 

owned by his uncle, Al Roberts.

Amanda Kent ’11 and Meagan May ’11 

both earned their registered nurse certifica-

tions and are employed at Baptist Memorial 

Hospital-Union County. 

Weddings
1970s
Mary Lee Simmons ’74 and Carl George 

Boutwell were married Jan. 3, 2011.

1990s
Haley Brooke Moss ’97 and Craig Allen 

Copeland II were married June 18, 2011, 

in Corinth.

C L A S S N O T E S

Award for Excellence

Mississippi Picnic in Atlanta

The Mississippi Historical Records Advisory Board (MHRAB) announced winners of its 2011 
MHRAB Awards for Excellence at its meeting in Starkville in April. Mona K. Vance ’02 of 
the Billups-Garth Archives at the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library in Columbus was the 
recipient of the Award for Excellence in Program Development. Pictured are MHRAB board 
members Frances Coleman, Elbert Hilliard, Harriet Kuykendall, Vance, Julia Marks Young, 
MHRAB deputy coordinator and H. T. Holmes, MHRAB coordinator.

MUW alumni and friends are gathered at the Mississippi Picnic in Atlanta.
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C L A S S N O T E S

Mississippi University for Women 
awarded a Medal of Excellence, 
the university’s highest non-

degree honor, to alumna Dr. Bettye 
Rogers Coward ‘65, president of Blue 
Mountain College.

Coward was presented the honor, 
awarded since 1979, at the MUW Alumni 
Association retreat in July where she also 
was the speaker.

During her words of inspiration to the 
group, Coward said the role of an insti-
tution’s alumni is critical to its success.

“It is hard to tear down or disman-
tle an institution whose alumni stand 
strong, firm and together,” she said. 
“Alumni have made all the difference in 
my college presidency.”

Coward also shared lessons she has 
learned in higher education that relate 
directly to the importance of alumni 
engagement and support.

“We own our own collegiate experi-
ence. I think it is important for each of 
us to understand and recognize that we 
own our own W experience. The college 
changed the day we graduated from it 
and it has never been the same since.”

She added that diverse backgrounds 
and ways of thinking among constituen-
cies are an asset at an institution, noting 
that as a student she came to MUW from 
a rural and provincial background.

“The W was so good for me. I was 
exposed to ideas and thoughts I had 
never experienced.”

Coward also stressed the need for 
alumni to share a common sense of 
purpose and focus to achieve the highest 
level of excellence at an institution.

“They must embrace a vision for the 
institution which stretches and chal-

lenges—one that is larger than the indi-
viduals who support it.”

In closing, she touched on service 
above self and making the distinction of 
what to change or not to change to pre-
pare students for the real world.

MUW Interim President Allegra 
Brigham said, “Dr. Coward is a special 
person who has left a trail of blessings 
through her career in higher educa-
tion. She has positively impacted the 
lives of thousands of students who are 
now impacting the lives of many other 
Mississippians.

Coward serves as the seventh and 
first female president of Blue Mountain 
College. Before joining BMC in 2001, 
she was the vice president for academic 

affairs at Mississippi College in Clinton. 
She was selected by MC faculty and 
students as the school’s distinguished 
professor in 1990 and was recognized by 
the 1991 Mississippi Legislature as the 
outstanding faculty member at MC. As 
a senior administrator, Coward has had 
experience in management and leader-
ship in Christian colleges.

During her nine-plus years at Blue 
Mountain College, she has led the insti-
tution in:

• The shaping of a VISION for Blue 
Mountain College

• Reaffirmation of the College’s 
accreditation by the Commission on 
Colleges of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Universities

Medal of Excellence Awarded
to Dr. Bettye Coward

MUW Interim President Allegra Brigham presents the Medal of Excellence to Dr. Bettye Rogers 
Coward, president of Blue Mountain College.
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C L A S S N O T E S

Mississippi on the Mall

MUW Interim President Allegra Brigham and alumni visit with U.S. Representative Greg 
Harper during the Mississippi on the Mall Celebration in Washington, D.C. in June.

MUW students Savanna Johnson and Jase Sayre at the Mississippi on the Mall Celebration.

Washington-area alumni and friends gathered in the Freedom Forum Conference Room before 
touring the Freedom Forum’s Newseum.

• Becoming a fully integrated coed-
ucational institution after 133 
years as a woman’s college

• Approval of the first graduate pro-
gram at the College, the Master 
of Education Degree Program in 
Elementary Education, launched 
summer 2007

• The signing of an articulation 
agreement with MUW for the 
Educational Leadership Program 
– a master’s degree curriculum 
for the preparation of school 
administrators

• Establishing the first-ever inter-
collegiate athletics program for 
men, fall 2007

• Renovating a number of build-
ings on campus and working 
with the town and county to 
construct a new entrance to the 
campus from Highway 15

She currently serves on the CREATE 
Foundation Board of Directors and a 
member of the Grants Committee 
and on the Board of Directors for 
Sanctuary Hospice House in Tupelo. 
She has also served as a member 
of the Tippah County Development 
Foundation Board. Coward is a 
member of Lowrey Memorial Baptist 
Church in Blue Mountain. 

Dr. Coward’s educational back-
ground also includes Jones County 
Junior College and the University of 
Southern Mississippi.

A native of Collins, she is married 
to Tom Coward, retired state employ-
ee and attorney. The Cowards have 
one daughter, Dr. Marte Coward 
Wasserman.  
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Michael Christopher Smith ’99 and 

Kathryn Marie Phelps were married April 

30, 2011.

2000s
Dustin Ryan Burnett ’04 and Mackenzie Joy 

Russell were married April 9, 2011, in Amory.

Britney Clair Edwards ’04 and 

Christopher Robert Madison were mar-

ried May 21, 2011, in Carthage. 

Kayla Beth Vaughn ’07 And Seth Hunter 

Mosal were married June 4, 2011.

Lynn Culpepper ’07 and Michael 

Cavanaugh were married June 11, 2011.

Leslie JoAnna Daugherty ’08 and Aaron 

Lamar Wade were married June 25, 2011, 

in Carthage.

Britney Edwards ’08 and Christopher 

Madison were married May 21, 2011.

Sarah Elizabeth Mattox ’08 and Andrew 

Tillman Powell were married May 14, 

2011, in Aberdeen.

Marla Elise Turner ’09 and Jacob Wesley 

Chapman were married June 4, 2011, in 

Florence, Ala.

Katie Ellen Young ’09 and Chad Austin 

Hughes were married June 18, 2011, in Hatley.

John Dustin Herman and Rebekka Frances 

Sides ’09 were married May 21, 2011.

2010s
Tara Geno ’10 and Shane Scott were mar-

ried May 28, 2011.

Jodie Griffin ’10 and Cody Ross were 

married May 14, 2011.

Stephanie Munn ’10 and Christopher 

Vineyard were married April 30, 2011, 

in Pontotoc.

C L A S S N O T E S

Tell Us Your News or 
News About a Friend!

Have you been promoted? Earned another degree?
Have you married or had an addition to the family?
Send us your news, comments and suggestions to
Alumni Relations, Mississippi University for Women,

1100 College St., MUW-10, Columbus, MS 39701-5800.

Please circle the line that tells us what has changed - such as your
name, address, etc. Use an additional sheet to tell us your news.

Name 
Occupation
Class Year    College
Social Security No.
Address
City     State  Zip
Phone (H)    (W)
E-mail Address

Summer Luncheon

The Class of 1947 had its annual summer luncheon in May at Lake Tiak o’Khata in Louisville.
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C L A S S N O T E S

Kathryn Summers ’10 and Lee Enlow 

were married April 9, 2011, in Fulton. 

Spencer West Dickerson’11 and Jessica 

Lynn Galloway were married June 11, 

2011, in Decatur. 

Bradley Dillon ’11 and Meredith 

Hutcherson were married March 12, 2011.

LeAnna Elyse Elam’11 and Ryan Miller 

Tucker were married Aug. 6, 2011, in 

Crawford.

Britni Harvey ’11 and James Reeves were 

married Sept. 10, 2011, in Forest. 

Joanna Vashti Whitten ’11 and Davis 

Morgan Manning were married May 28, 

2011, in Pontotoc.

Call the Development Office at 1-877-462-8439 ext. 7148
 or visit www.muw.edu to make your gift today

The Annual Fund provides the resources that bridge the gap between tuition and the real costs.
By making a gift to the Annual Fund, your contribution is going to work immediately to 

enhance the educational experience of our MUW students.

bridgethegap_ad.indd   1 7/29/11   3:00 PM

At The Botanical Gardens

Birmingham-area alumni met in August at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens for lunch. 
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Physician, financial planner, busi-
ness owner and partner, wife, 
multi-sport athlete, writer, 

speaker and community volunteer.… 
Carolyn McClanahan, M.D., CFP® of 
Jacksonville, Fla., is living life to the full-
est; she’s doing it all!

“I love what I do!” exclaims Dr. 
McClanahan. “It’s my joy. At the end of 
the day, I don’t feel like I’ve been at work. 
Time flies by.”

Always focused on becoming the best 
she can be, there’s little doubt about her 
success when one reviews her many 
achievements. 

A notable financial expert, she is a 
frequently cited 
source of infor-
mation for colum-
nists and writers 
of nationally-circu-
lated publications 
and network finan-
cial news reporters. 
In addition, she is 
often asked to contribute articles for 
state, regional and national publications 
and appears as a speaker for both medi-
cal and financial planning organizations 
throughout the country.

McClanahan’s career is the sum of all 
her life experiences. She launched her 
first career as a physician in 1990 after 
completing her undergraduate degree at 
Mississippi University for Women in 1986 
and medical school at the University of 
Mississippi. Following her residency in 
family medicine at the Medical College of 
Virginia, McClanahan worked in private 

practice and emergency medicine practice 
in Richmond, Va. In 1998, she was recruit-
ed to teach on faculty at the University of 
Florida. She also worked in various emer-
gency departments in the Jacksonville area 
when her career changed course. 

Her career change followed that of her 
husband, Trib LaPrade, an aerospace engi-
neer who transitioned to track coach, pur-
suing a lifelong passion for sports. An 
accomplished photographer and athlete, 
he is now pursing both passions as a pole 
vault coach and professional photographer.

McClanahan’s career change was 
prompted by the fact that she and her 
husband were unable to find anyone 

who could 
help them 
answer their 
most impor-
tant financial 
q u e s t i o n s : 
“How much do 
we really need 
to retire?” and 

“What will our future look like?”
“We weren’t looking for someone to sell 

us financial products or manage our invest-
ments; we wanted advice and guidance to 
plan a great life,” explains McClanahan.

So it was back to school for McClanahan. 
She enrolled in the Certified Financial 
Planner® curriculum at the University of 
North Florida, and almost without real-
izing it, she was off and running toward a 
new career. During the transition period 
she worked as a financial planner for 
an insurance company to gain experi-
ence.  McClanahan believes medicine 

Passion Motivates Successful
Alumna Carolyn McClanahan

C L A S S N O T E S

“Both professions strive to 

help people understand 

the consequences of how 

they’re living now can impact 

their lives later.”

Alumna Carolyn McClanahan is a notable 
financial expert who is frequently sought out 
as a source of information by columnists and 
writers of nationally-circulated publications.

By Allegra Brigham
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and financial planning have much in common.
“There are many similarities between medicine and financial 

planning. Certainly the challenges are quite alike. On both 
fronts, it’s hard, and somewhat frustrating, when trying to get 
people to be pro-active to take care of themselves. Both fields 
want to help people create a better future,” she noted.

She added, “The biggest challenge is getting people to come 
to terms with things that are 
damaging them.”

She joined the financial plan-
ning profession in 2001. After 
her experience in the insurance 
industry, she became passion-
ate about financial life plan-
ning not tied to product sales. 
In 2004 she opened her own 
fee only firm, Life Planning 
Partners, Inc. 

Combining her two careers, 
McClanahan not only helps 
clients find answers to the 
questions that led her into the 
financial planning arena, but 
also helps them plan for the 
“great life” she and Trib are 
seeking. This includes plans 
for thoughtful saving, spend-
ing and investing, along with 
risk management, medical 
advocacy and career change 
preparation. 

She gives back to the profession by educating other financial 
planners on how to help their clients through difficult insurance 
issues from the medical perspective and on health care reform.  
Key areas of advice center on ways to clean up medical records by 
gaining control over their medical conditions, follow-up visits to 
show doctors how they’ve improved and reviewing medical records 
carefully. It also means asking doctors to make appropriate changes 
to update diagnoses, when potentially beneficial.

Her financial planning career continues to evolve as she 
brings new, sought-after dimensions to the profession. The 
perspectives of her medical background enhance not only 
the services she provides her clients, but the perspectives 
she brings to the profession. She’s a frequent expert source 
for such publications as The Wall Street Journal, Kiplinger’s, 

Money Magazine, Smart Money and New York Times, and has 
appeared on CNBC and NPR.

In addition to full-time work at Life Planning Partners, Dr. 
McClanahan keeps her medical license current and volunteers at 
a homeless shelter during evening hours. She’s actively involved in 
professional organizations and is currently serving on the board 
of the National Association of Personal Financial Advisors, the 

Financial Planning Association 
and the American Academy of 
Family Physicians. Financial 
Planning Magazine named her a 
“Mover & Shaker” in the finan-
cial planning profession in 2009. 

She’s most definitely not 
afraid of hard work. She devel-
oped a strong work ethic early, 
working in the family bak-
ery in Gulfport (MS) making 
doughnuts starting at age 6. 
Her father opened the bakery 
when he retired from the Navy.

This high energy, driven 
career woman is, however, not 
“all work, no play.” She is a 
runner, a cyclist and throws a 
javelin competitively, currently 
ranking ninth in the nation in 
her age group.

“You must take care of your-
self physically and emotion-

ally,” Carolyn reflected about her interest in fitness. “It makes 
for balance in your life.”

When asked about the impact of the W experience on her 
life, without hesitation she responds, “I took away so many 
things. I learned that strong women can achieve anything 
they set out to do. I had great teachers who made me under-
stand that – Dr. Bill Parker, Dr. Barbara Garrett, Dr. Dorothy 
Burdeshaw and others. They challenged you as a student; they 
made you think. These lessons have served me well.”

McClanahan’s advice to anyone selecting a career or making a 
career change, “Identify what you truly love, what you enjoy, not 
just what you can accomplish or the money you can make. Identify 
who you are. Make certain to do what you are passionate about, that 
you can be enthusiastic about every day and that it is a place of love 
and joy for you. Then everything will be beautiful.”  

C L A S S N O T E S

McClanahan is pictured with her husband Trib LaPrade, an 
accomplished photographer and athlete. McClanahan is also a runner 
and cyclist and throws a javelin competitively.
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Candis Wilson ’11 and Coleman Crigler 

were married June 11, 2011.

Samantha Yarber ’11 and Bryson Mann 

were married June 25, 201, in Corinth.

Births
1990s
Tatia Long Kiser ’94 and Jonathan Kiser 

of Madison announce the birth of their 

son, Charles Stanton Kiser, on Feb. 8, 

2011.

2000s
Miranda McBeth Rogers ’04 and Jeffery 

Rogers announce the birth of their daugh-

ter, Vivianne Elise Rogers, June 7, 2011.

Kristin Barner ’05 and Javier Zapien of 

Memphis, Tenn., announce the birth of their 

daughter, Sofia Jayne Zapien, on June 21, 2011.

Deaths
1930s
Maude Cain Howe ’33 of Helena, Ark., 

Feb. 5, 2011.

Azalia R. Boyce ’34 of Brandon, Jan. 5, 2011.

Virginia Dare Rogers Webb ’34 of 

Florence, Dec. 18, 2010.

Mary Ella Carpenter Anderson Greenway 

’36 of Denton, Texas, July 8, 2011.

Fern Morris Lyter ’36 of Hattiesburg, 

Dec. 30, 2009.

Irene Fatherree Geiss ’37 of Alexandria, 

Va., April 12, 2011.

Mildred Gober Weeks ’37 of Madison, 

April 21, 2011.

Mary Louise Adams ’38 of Macon, May 

23, 2011.

Mildred Carter Newman ’38 of Cleveland, 

March 23, 2011.

Martha Perry Herrman ’39 of Hot 

Springs, Ark., May 5, 2011.

1940s
Sara Biggers Worshaim ’42 of Corinth, 

May 19, 2011.

Dr. Margaret Elizabeth Fitzgerald Brashears 

’43 of Knoxville, Tenn., April 25, 2011.

Lois Stephens Reichle ’43 of Madison, 

June 1, 2011.

C L A S S N O T E S

A 
longtime friend of Mississippi University for Women 
has passed away. Marian Tisdale, 97, of Adamstown, 
Md., died on May 9. 

Tisdale established a scholarship of $50,000 in memory of 
her grandfather, William Scott-Newby of Columbus in 1989. 
The scholarship was to be given to a student planning to 
major in business administration. It was to help cover general 
course fees, out-of-state tuition, room and board cost, as well 
as an allowance for books.

Newby was a partner in the Ottley and Newby hardware 
store in Columbus. He also served on the board of directors 
for the Merchants and Farmers Bank. 

Tisdale was born on July 8, 1913, in Fulton, Mo. She 
received her bachelor of music and bachelor of arts in French 
from Drake University and master of arts in French from 
the University of North Carolina-Charlotte. She later under-
took more graduate studies at the University of Grenoble in 
Grenoble, France. She taught French at Mars Hill College in 
Mars Hill, N.C.

Tisdale’s mother, Elvira, was a 1908 graduate of the 
Industrial Institute & College, now known as MUW.

Symone Bounds, senior accounting/legal studies major, was 
a scholarship recipient.

She said, “I am very grateful for the scholarship for without 
it, I know for a fact I probably wouldn’t have been here at 
The W. The scholarship gave me the opportunity to be able 
to study abroad for free and to be able to go through under-
graduate school with a small amount of student loans--taken 
out only for summer school.”

Bounds plans to pursue a career as a divorce attorney spe-
cializing in cases where children are involved. 

“It is my goal to be the voice for the children and to make 
sure their lives are put on the forefront in all cases so that 
the child’s life can remain as close to normal as possible,” 
she said.

For more information about this scholarship or how to 
establish a scholarship fund, please call MUW’s Office of 
Development at (662) 329-7148.  

MUW Loses Longtime Friend
By Clemmie Phillips
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Irene Simmons Ulmer ’43 of Athens, Ga., 

Jan. 2, 2011.

Jean Cauthen Benson ’44 of Batesville, 

March 25, 2011.

Frances Doolittle Morrow ’44 of Amory, 

May 28, 2011.

Alice Clements Wade ’44 of Grace, Jan. 

9, 2011.

Catherine Ladner Gay ’45 of Ripley, Jan. 

27, 2011.

Patricia McCambridge Dowd ’46 of 

Bloomsburg, Pa., Feb. 7, 2011.

“Minnie” Ruth Eubanks Smith ’46 of 

Jackson, July 8, 2011.

Fannye Wasson ’46 of Monroe, La., Feb. 

25, 2009.

Mary Gilliland Geiger ’47 of Raleigh, 

N.C., April 29, 2011.

Mildred Giffin Wood ’47 of Indianola, 

June 29, 2011.

Joye Allen Wyckoff ’47 of Meridian, 

March 27, 2011.

Lottie Chamblee Humphries ’48 of 

Louisville, June 14, 2011.

Betty McHalffey Doyle ’49 of Corinth, 

Feb. 3, 2011.

Yona Stone Holroyd ’49 of Charlottesville, 

Va., May 9, 2011.

1950s
Patricia McCollum Kimbrough ’50 of 

Ridgeland, July 11, 2011.

Jane “Lulu” Moore Coltharp ’51 of New 

Albany, Nov. 24, 2010.

Bessie Jane Cooley Buchanan ’53 of 

Melbourne, Fla., June 16, 2011. 

C L A S S N O T E S

Class of 1949 

In The Delta

The Class of 1949 held its annual summer luncheon at the Old Capitol Inn in Jackson.

Mississippi Delta alumni met at the Indianola Country Club July 15.
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C L A S S N O T E S

Georgia Alice Britton Taylor ’54 of 

Noxubee County, May 24, 2011.

Mary Lamb Taylor McGarr ’55 of Baton 

Rouge, La., May 27, 2011.

Patricia Crockett ’57 of Jackson, May 30, 2011.

Judith Entrican Kirkpatrick ’57 of 

Jackson, June 11, 2011.

Betty Williams Nicholson ’59 of 

Gloucester, N.J., July 3, 2011.

1960s
Marie Akers Middlebrooks ’60 of Selma, 

Ala., April 25, 2011.

Barbara Hardin Crespino ’61 of Jackson, 

May 21, 2011.

Hortense Altie Jones ‘61 of Columbus, 

April 22, 2011. 

Etheldreda Hanway McKee Collins ’61 

of Memphis, Tenn., March 19, 2011.

Jane Lena Swain Turner ’61, of Bartlett, 

Tenn., Jan. 24, 2011.

Frances Hutchinson ’62 of Ponte Vedra 

Beach, Fla., May 9, 2011.

Alice Earle Hales Perkins ’62 of McComb, 

July 22, 2011.

Frances Homme Land ’63 of Columbus, 

July 7, 2011.

Janice Davis LaRue ’67 of Naples, Fla., 

May 17, 2011.

Barbara Ann Goldstein ’68 of Houston, 

Texas, April 14, 2011.

Lynn Todd Layton ’69 of Pontotoc, Jan. 

1, 2011.

1970s
Sharon Kay Coats ’70 of Boonville, Dec. 

5, 2010.

Martha Lynn Womble ’70 of Lena, June 

3, 2011.

She will always remember how the Swain 
sisters helped her through school.

To find out more about endowing a scholarship, please call us at 
662.329.7148 or visit us online at www.muw.edu/plannedgiving.

Pictured from left: Margaret Swain, Claudia Smith, Dr. Martha Swain. Claudia is the recipient of the Mary Elizabeth Swain Bacon 
Scholarship Fund. Margaret and Martha established the scholarship in honor of their sister, Mary Elizabeth, class of 1940. 
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Mary Janice Webb Holliman ’76 of 

Columbus, May 17, 2011.

Norva Lee Fanning ’77 of Owens Cross 

Roads, Ala., Feb. 27, 2011.

1980s
Nancy Pietsch Sette ’81 of Lynchburg, 

Va., July 5, 2011.

Elizabeth Curtiss ’83 of Tishomingo, 

June 4, 2011.

1990s
Donald Wayne “Donnie” Partridge Jr. 

’95 of Miami, Fla., March 18, 2011.

Michelle Faulk Cockerham ’99 of 

Hamilton, May 20, 2011.

C L A S S N O T E S

Join the 
MUW Alumni 
Association!

Please visit www.muwaa.org 
for additional information

including membership forms

Mississippi University for Women alumna and former public relations direc-
tor Cynthia Shackelford died July 27 at the age of 59.

The Columbus native graduated valedictorian of New Hope High School 
in 1970 and magna cum laude from MUW in 1974, later earning her master’s degree 
from the University of Alabama. While a student at The W, she played on the uni-
versity’s national championship basketball team.

Shackelford was director of public relations at the University of Montevallo in 
Alabama and was described as its “greatest advocate.” She joined the University of 
Montevallo staff in 1993.  

Former PR Director Dies

Thanks to the generous support of alumni, Mississippi 
University for Women students are able to pursue their 
education through class scholarships.

Class scholarships are like any other established schol-
arships except many people contribute to the scholarship 
fund and a class member committee decides the criteria, 
according to Brandy Williams, director of annual giving. 
Most classes establish a class scholarship sometime after 
graduation.  

“The president and class agent is very involved in soliciting 
these funds. They normally solicit funds through letter writing 
and discussions at Homecoming,” she said. “I work mostly with 
class agents and class presidents during their reunions years in 
preparation for Homecoming.”

And speaking of Homecoming, the bar was set high by two 
classes that presented checks during the past celebration. 

The Class of 1961 raised more than $80,000, exceeding its 
goal of $61,000.

Diane Rodgers Claybrook ’61, class president, said, “As 
graduates of II&C, MSCW, and now MUW would testify, a 
good education is priceless. Our gratitude, demonstrated in 
every dollar we give to our class scholarship fund, enables us 
to express once again our faith in the ability of our alma mater 
to provide quality education in a supportive environment.

“We have received so much, and now, each gift, large or 

small, continues to underline the privilege of giving back to 
this great institution.”

Members of the Class of 1986 presented their scholarship 
fund in the amount of $100,000 at their 25th reunion.

Class President Margie Slemp 86’, said, “There were many 
members of our class (myself included!) that were greatly 
helped by the scholarships that they received from The W, so 
as soon as we graduated, we immediately began to focus on 
paying it forward by establishing a class scholarship fund. We 
wanted to be a part of sharing all that we loved about The W 
with future generations.”

Williams said a class can endow a scholarship after the balance 
reaches $10,000. Some classmates choose to do a monthly bank draft 
and support their scholarships while others make gifts each year.  

“All those gifts add up fast,” she said. Most classes pres-
ent their class scholarship at their 50th reunion to the MUW 
Foundation during Homecoming. The Class of 1986 wanted to 
present theirs early since they reached $100,000.”  

Class scholarships provide scholarships to MUW students meet-
ing the classes specified criteria. Once the scholarship is endowed 
and presented to MUW, the class begins working on the criteria. 

“It is very rewarding to the classmates and sometimes they 
get to meet their recipient at special events such as their 
reunions or our Scholarship Donor Appreciation Dinner we 
will have this fall,” Williams said.  

Class Scholarships: The Privilege of Giving Back
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• the 2012 rankings by U.s. news & World Report place mUW in 
the top tier of Best Regional Universities and the highest ranked 
public school from mississippi in the southern category.

• in addition to being ranked by U.s. news & World Report, 
mUW was recently ranked sixth in the country among public 
master’s universities by Washington monthly. mUW also was 
ranked 14th among all master’s universities in community 
service participation and hours served.

• mUW has 97 students enrolled in its V3 college, mUW’s online 
initiative that offers degree completion nationwide.

• the 2011 Bachelor of science in nursing Program’s graduating 
class had a 100 percent pass rate on the first writes of the ncleX 
exam. mUW has a long history with excellent ncleX pass rates 
for its graduates. According to the Board of nursing reports, 
mUW is the only Bsn program in mississippi that has 100 percent 
passage on the first writes of the ncleX for this year.

• the graduate education program in speech-language pathology 
at mUW has been re-accredited by the council on Academic 
Accreditation in Audiology and speech–language Pathology.

• Art professors Robert Gibson and thomas nawrocki have 
pieces that have been accepted to the Bi-state Art competition 
hosted by the meridian museum of Art. in addition to the 
Bi-state competition, nawrocki’s work is on display in other 
countries and across the nation.

• dr. Bonnie oppenheimer, professor of mathematics, 
presented at the third international conference on science 
in society held in Washington, d.c. she presented research 
conducted over a three-year period titled “stem Research: 
What the Pictures tell Us.”

• dr. Van Roberts, professor of communication, has several 
entries that were accepted into movies in American History: 
An encyclopedia, which is a referenced text focused on 
the relationship between American society and movies and 
filmmaking in the United states from the late 19th century 
throughout the present.

• dr. Jiben Roy, associate professor in the department of 
sciences and mathematics, completed his textbook titled 
“An introduction to Pharmaceutical science: Production, 
chemistry, techniques and technology. ” the book is now 
available for worldwide circulation.

• dr. James Ward, professor of political science, has been 
appointed to the fulbright specialist Program Review 
committee.

MUW GOOD NEWS

HOMECOMING
APRIL 20 & 21, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact the Office of
Alumni Relations at

(662) 329-7295


