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Dr. Byrne presented a poster session at the ASHA convention in  
Los Angeles with Dr. Harmon and Ms. Hanson on the relationship 
between phonological awareness and phonetic transcription.  
Ms. Burlingame was also an author on this study but did not attend 
ASHA. The participating students in Dr. Byrne’s phonetics class last 
year were administered three subtests of the Comprehensive Test 
of Phonological Processing:  2nd Edition (CTOPP-2) and had their 
hearing screened by the first year graduate students.  
The relationships between the scores on these CTOPP-2 subtests 
and the students’ grades on the transcription parts of the phonetics 
tests administered to the entire class were examined. As expected, 
there was a relationship. The effect of a phonological awareness 
intervention program was also examined. These results did not  
reach statistical significance but did suggest that the students  
who attended more training sessions generally improved the most  
in transcription. Hopefully, future research involving a larger number  
of students will demonstrate a statistically significant result.

Welcome to the 2017 edition of the MUW Speech-Language Pathology Program’s annual 
newsletter! This year’s theme is Charlotte’s Web, and we’re taking inspiration from the 
esteemed E.B. White who once said, “With the right words, you can change the world.” 
Our program has a wonderful history of bringing up “Terrific” SLPs to serve in whatever 
capacity they’re needed. Joining this hard-working group are 12 new graduate students 
spinning their own webs and contributing to the communicative needs of so many. Best 
wishes to these new student clinicians! 

MEET THE NEWEST GIRLS AT THE FAIR

Camp Jabber Jaw is a week-long summer camp in 
Starkville that aims to help children who use augmentative 
and alternative communication (AAC) to improve their inter-
active communication skills in a fun way.

Student clinicians are grouped or paired with campers 
for an array of activities throughout the week. Parents 
too, stay for the camp, and some campers even bring 
siblings, grandparents, and others. Any family member is 
welcome. This year the theme was time travel, so one day 
was dinosaur themed, one was the Wild West, and then 
campers spent a day in the Medieval Times. Regarding the 
experience, student clinician Amanda Randolph said, “It 
was amazing to spend just hours in the life of these parents 
and children.” Emily Floyd added, “Camp Jabber Jaw was 
such a wonderful experience! It was so rewarding to get 
first-hand experience with AAC. I enjoyed learning from 
the campers and their family members who attended! It is 
something I will never forget!”

CAMP JABBER JAW

NSSHLA NEWSHEAR AND NOW

So far this year NSSHLA has had two meetings with 
speakers Ms. Tiffany Bowman of MUW and Ms. Jenna 
Nassar of Blair E. Batson Hospital. NSSHLA recently 
participated in Oktoberfest at MUW with a Cake Walk booth. 
Members participated by baking items and volunteering 
time at the booth. NSSHLA also used the booth at Oktoberfest 
as an outreach tool to share knowledge on Reading and 
Writing Milestones for children by handing out information 
pamphlets. NSSHLA is currently contributing to Operation 
Christmas Child by donating items to help fill shoe boxes.  
They are also collecting canned goods for a local food 
pantry and will also have a book drive.

On Tuesday, September 12, 2017  
Dr. Smith and four graduate clinicians 
performed hearing screenings at  
Heritage Academy Elementary  
School for the SrK and JrK classes.

SECOND 
YEAR 

GRADS

I hope everyone is doing well. I’m celebrating 20 ½ years at 
MUW SHC. I don’t know where the time has gone, and I hope I 
live long enough to appreciate retirement when that day comes.  
I’ve just celebrated my 33rd wedding anniversary. Kendra is 
in her 2nd year of college at EMCC. She has not decided what 
career path she wants to take. I can’t fault her. I don’t know 
what I want to be when I “grow up” either. We have one of our 
own instructing here now. It’s nice to see things come full circle.  
Faculty get to see you at MSHA and ASHA, but I don’t get see you.  
I look forward to hearing from you in the newsletter.

Mrs. Wright
Hello all! My name is Tiffany Bowman, and I’m excited to be 
one of the newest additions to the MUW Speech and Hearing 
Department.  Since I’m new, let me tell you a little bit about me.  
I completed my undergraduate and graduate degree from The 
University of Alabama, and from there, I moved to Louisiana 
where I married my husband of 3 years.  I recently moved back 
to Columbus (my childhood home) from Ruston, Louisiana after 
practicing in a pediatric private practice, so my husband could 
start his PhD at Mississippi State University.   Although I loved 
working with kids in private practice, the opportunity to mentor 
and influence future SLPs is even more wonderful.  So far, I 
have been blessed with working alongside great colleagues 
and teaching wonderful students.  In my spare time (when I 
have it), I love to watch Alabama football (ROLL TIDE!!), train for 
marathons, be involved with my church, and spend time with my 
family (which includes my 2 dachshunds). Can’t wait to see what 
the next year brings!

Mrs. Bowman

Bonner Rose Whittington. I am the Graduate Secretary for the 
SLP Department and the Administrative Assistant for the Speech 
and Hearing Center. I also coordinate advising and help wherever 
I am needed. I come from a background of staffing consultant, 
admissions assistant, payroll clerk, office manager, personal 
enrichment teacher for sign language, start-up company owner, 
and all around go-fer. I have a A.A.S. degree for an Interpreter 
Training Technician which means I have a vast vocabulary of Sign 
Language and know a little bit of ASL. However, I am not a certified 
Interpreter but maybe one day. My husband (Wil) is a professor at 
MSU in the Mechanical Engineering department and we have two 
beautiful little girls (Britten 6 and AddyGrace 3). We live in Starkville, 
MS where Britten attends Starkville Christian School and AddyGrace 
is going to the CPDC here on campus until she can join her sister 
in the Fall 2018. I have been at the W for a little over a year now 
and love everything about it. They are a great group of women and 
students to work with. I look forward to many years here. 

Mrs. WhittingtonThis past summer, Dr. Harmon went to a big family reunion in 
New Albany, MS and saw relatives she hadn’t seen in many, 
many years. She was able to get her four grown children to 
come, along with everyone in their families. In addition, all of her 
sisters were able to be there, which made the time really special 
for her. It was also the first time her three sisters were able to 
meet her grandchildren, Maria and John who are now 1 year 
and 2 ½ years old, respectively. She is really looking forward to 
seeing Maria and John again this Christmas. 

Dr. Harmon

Hortencia Kayser, Ph.D. or Hart as other faculty call her is 
originally from Houston, Texas. She is a bilingual speech 
language pathologist and has served the Hispanic communities 
in Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and Missouri.  She received her 
Bachelor and Master’s degrees from the University of Arizona 
and completed her doctorate at New Mexico State University.  
She is a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association and has received the award for Special Contributions 
to Multicultural Affairs. Dr. Kayser teaches the language 
disorders classes at the undergraduate and graduate levels, 
Language Science and Research. She loves children and her 
career focus has been the accurate assessment and appropriate 
treatment for bilingual preschool and school-age children.

Dr. Kayser

Hello all! The Audiology Clinic is busy and thriving! We have 
been seeing more and more new clients and giving our SLP 
graduate students lots of interesting experiences with different 
types of hearing loss and introducing them to the many options 
of amplification to benefit those with communication needs. On 
a personal note, my family of 5 is on the go with school, church 
activities, soccer, and dance! Our daughter Maggie – 6 is enjoying 
1st grade, ballet & tap, and soccer. Our son Oliver - 3, is playing 
soccer also and actively planning his “Monster truck” birthday 
party coming up in November. Brooks – 7 months, is growing fast 
and loves to be anywhere his big sister and brother are!

Dr. Smith

Since I am new to the faculty around here, let me officially 
introduce myself. My name is Stephanie Kelley. Although I 
am technically new, I feel like that I have come home since I 
earned both my undergraduate and graduate degrees from this 
program.  I have been working in the public school settings 
for 19 years and recently decided it was time for a change 
in careers. Although I miss my students and colleagues 
tremendously, this was the best decision for me and my family 
right now. Speaking of my family, I am a foster mom to Madi 
Grace, the most adorable little girl in the world (Although, I may 
be a little biased!!) She has been with me since she was 3 days 
old and will be turning 3 in February.  Hopefully, within the next 
year, her adoption will be final. Hope you are all doing well!! I 
love hearing about where you all are and what you are doing 
now in your careers. Keep in touch!!

Mrs. Kelley

ALUMNI UPDATES

MARY HELEN HARRIS IN MARIETTA, GEORGIA WRITES: 
[ ‘72 ]  I’m still retired! Finally gave up my CCC/SLP designation this year. 

That was painful, but keeping up with Continuing Ed was just not 
happening. My only new title this year is “MeMe”, as I have become 
a grandmother to Turner who lives in Austin, TX! Another baby boy 
is arriving in November, so I get to start shaping the vocabulary of 
another young child!  We still live in Marietta, GA. Oh, my other huge 
accomplishment is I became a Life Master in Duplicate Bridge. Great 
mental challenge and a fabulous way to meet new people and travel 
around the states going to bridge tournaments! Hope all the SLPs are 
doing well and enjoying our fabulous profession!

DARA CAMPBELL IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA SAYS:  
[ ‘01 ]  In my 3rd year as an SLP evaluator in the Duval 

County Public Schools. Live in Jacksonville, FL  
with my husband of 13 years (John) & 2 kids  
(Caroline--7, Cooper--4).

CHRISTY SANDERS PUMPHREY IN COLUMBUS, INDIANA:  
[ ‘01 ]  This is my second year full time in the school  

system. I have 3 kids: Graham age 9, Vivian age 7, 
and Katie age 5.

MISHA LEE IN PETAL, MISSISSIPPI REPORTS: 
[ ‘01 ]  Work part time testing for USM DuBard School for 

Language Disorders. Also adjunct instructor in 
Speech and Hearing Dept at University of Southern 
Mississippi. Married to Shane for 19 years.  
Have 5 children: Madi (15), Huston (12), Miles (9),  
Lily Grace (4), and Ella (1).

Tori Bruno earned her undergraduate degree in English 
at Mississippi State University, and while minoring in 
linguistics, she was exposed inadvertently to the field of 
speech pathology by taking a phonetics course at State 
with cross-registered students who were taking speech 
pathology classes at the W. After signing up for classes 
at the W out of curiosity, she became interested and fell 
in love with the field almost immediately. Tori is also an 
avid lover of glitter, German Shepherds, and any song ever 
written or performed by her favorite band, Panic! at the 
Disco.

TORI BRUNO

As an art director, Crystal Coleman spent the last two 
decades giving a voice to a number of regional  and 
national brands. While she enjoyed helping find broad-
scale communication strategies for her clients, her true 
passion lies in helping others better connect with the world 
around them, one person at a time. The immeasurable 
impact speech pathology has had in the lives of friends 
and family has been an impetus for the transition and 
she is amazed at God’s opening of the door. She’s already 
stirred by what the awe-inspiring professors here teach 
her daily and looks forward to one day carrying it out to 
those in communicative isolation.

CRYSTAL COLEMAN

RESEARCH AND ASHA

Savannah Edwards willl be turning 23 in a week. She was 
born and raised in Memphis, TN. She went to her dad’s alma 
mater, Mississippi State University, with an undecided major. 
After two years, she decided she wanted to study speech 
language pathology, so she transferred to the W for their 
program. After she finished her undergrad here, she decided 
to return in order to complete her masters.

SAVANNAH EDWARDS

Amy Jones hails from Colorado and considers herself a 
mountain girl. She received her B.A. in French and M.A. in 
English (TESL/TEFL) from Colorado State University. She 
loves to write fiction, study languages and travel, and she’s 
lived in France and Saudi Arabia. As much as she loves 
teaching ESL/EFL, she is excited to have an opportunity 
to study speech pathology at the W and to be able to pick 
up a new career. She also has a wonderful husband and 
children to support her in all her harebrained endeavors. 

AMY JONES

Tressa Jones earned her undergraduate degree from 
Mississippi State University. She is from Laurel, MS. She 
knew she wanted to be a speech language pathologist 
after she shadowed a teacher and realized that she loved 
teaching children but did not want to be in a classroom. 
She is engaged and will be getting married over Christmas 
Break!

TRESSA JONES

Hi, my name is Taylor Mccallum and I received my 
undergraduate degree in speech-language pathology from 
the W. I am from Aberdeen, Mississippi and I enjoy reading, 
exercising, and lots of coffee! I am excited for my future 
in the field of Speech-Language Pathology and incredibly 
thankful to continue my journey here at MUW. 

TAYLOR MCCALLUM

Jessica Perry is from Northport, Alabama. She received 
her Bachelors of Science degree in speech-language 
pathology with a minor in Psychology from Mississippi 
University for Women this past May. She is so thankful to 
be continuing her education at The W because it became 
like home to her when she was at the undergraduate level. 
After graduating, she is interested in pursuing employment 
in a hospital or rehabilitation setting. Her heart’s desire is 
to serve others, and working in the therapy field certainly 
satisfies that goal. The fulfillment of seeing one’s face 
light up when they have accomplished a task is beyond 
rewarding. She is looking forward to the next two years at 
The W or as she calls it, her “home away from home!” 

JESSICA PERRY
Ashley Prisock was born and raised in Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama. She received her undergrad from the University 
of Alabama. She sure does miss home, but is learning so 
much at the W. She says it’s such a wonderful experience, 
and she’s so grateful for the opportunity. 

ASHLEY PRISOCK

Hannah Sheffield, from Tuscaloosa, AL, received her 
undergraduate degree in Speech-Language Pathology 
from the University of Alabama in 2017. She was a member 
of the Crimson Cabaret Dance Team for four years and 
was captain her junior and senior years. “I’m so excited 
to begin my journey in becoming a speech-language 
pathologist at such an awesome program at The W!”

HANNAH SHEFFIELD

Jessica Stewart earned her first undergraduate degree in 
biology in 2005 at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. She 
was an educator for about 10 years and has taught in Texas, 
Arizona, Utah, Mississippi, and South Korea. It was through 
her career as an educator that she decided to pursue a 
career in speech-language pathology. In 2015, she earned a 
second undergraduate degree in communication disorders 
and deaf education. She is a military wife and loves 
chocolate, animals, and the Dallas Cowboys. 

JESSICA STEWART

Makenzie Sullivan earned her undergraduate degree at 
Belhaven University in Jackson, MS. She is from Nettleton, 
MS and got married in June 2016. Makenzie enjoys 
watching sports and going to the lake. She loves her 
family, her nieces and nephews, and Jesus!

MAKENZIE SULLIVAN

Megan Turner earned her undergraduate degree in English 
at MSU. After a year and a half of traveling, she returned 
home to Mississippi to continue her education at the W. 
She is honored and thrilled to be part of such a highly 
regarded program. 

MEGAN TURNER

AWARDS

Congratulations to Mary Heflin Alexander (L) who 

received the Academic Award for maintaining the 

highest grade point average in the 1st year grad-

uate class, and to Halie Savage (R) who received 

the Clinical Award for her hard work and creativity 

in her first year of clinic.

ASHLEY SMITH 
Ashley Smith received her 
undergraduate degree at The W 
in speech language pathology. 
Her father inspired her to pursue 
speech pathology her junior year of 
high school. She enjoys traveling, 
watching movies, and spending 
time with her family. Ashley is from 
Michie, TN and is currently at New 
Hope Elementary for her school 
practicum site. She loves her 
students and feels school-based 
services are exactly where the 
Lord has called her to be. 

KATE ELLARD 
Kate Ellard is currently serving 
as a speech language pathology 
graduate clinician within the 
Starkville school district, and is 
looking forward to serving within a 
medical setting in the spring. She is 
excited to broaden her knowledge 
and experience the responsibilities 
and practices of the medical based 
SLP. When she graduates with a 
Masters degree in May of 2018, she 
plans to find a clinical fellowship 
position and begin her career as 
a school-based SLP within the 
Golden-Triangle.

AMANDA RANDOLPH 
Amanda Randolph received her 
bachelor’s degree in speech 
language pathology from The W, 
and plans to graduate with her 
master’s degree in May 2018. 
Following graduation, Amanda 
plans to pursue her career within 
a hospital or rehabilitation setting, 
and is particularly interested  
in pediatrics.

EMILY FLOYD 
Emily Floyd is from Booneville, 
Mississippi and received her 
undergraduate degree from The W! 
She is currently doing her school 
practicum at New Hope Elementary 
School where she serves kinder-
garten through 6th grade students! 
She is enjoying getting to know her 
students and is learning so much 
in the school system this semester! 

RUTH FOSTER 
Ruth Foster is from Cedar Bluff, 
Mississippi. Ruth has enjoyed 
the experiences that she has 
been given and the clients that 
she has worked with in graduate 
school, and is looking forward 
to graduating in May. She is 
currently completing her public 
school practicum at East Webster 
Elementary, and is enjoying every 
minute of it.  

KRYSTA RANDOLPH-RHYNE 
Krysta Randolph-Rhyne is 
currently completing her clinical 
practicum this semester at East 
Amory Elementary School under 
the supervision of Jennifer 
Dickens. She works with 3rd grade 
through high school students and 
she is absolutely loving it! One 
of the most memorable moments 
she has had while in the school 
system came while she was 
working with a student who has 
been in therapy for several years 
for /r/ misarticulation. One day 
while going through r-words, she 
spontaneously began achieving 
correct placement and the /r/ 
started flowing, the /r/ light bulb 
had finally clicked (as her wise 
supervisor would say). It has been 
a rewarding experience filled with 
many fun and hilarious memories 
(her students keep her laughing). 

LEXIE RUSSELL 
Lexie Russell recently married in 
December of 2016!! Her husband, 
Ben Russell, is the assistant 
baseball coach for The W’s 1st-
ever baseball program! They 
recently moved to Columbus where 
they attend an amazing church 
called Life Church! Currently, she 
is at Caledonia Elementary serving 
Pre-K students alongside her 
supervisor! She will graduate in 
May of 2018!!! 

SADIE FEARS 
Sadie Fears is completing her public 
school assignment at New Hope 
Elementary working with preschool 
students. She is enjoying the fun and 
personality that preschoolers bring 
to the sessions each day! One of her 
favorite times in graduate school 
was working Camp Jabber Jaw and 
getting to learn from the campers and 
parents about victories and hardships 
they have faced. She is looking 
forward to pursuing her career as  
a Speech Language Pathologist!

CINDY COCKERHAM 
Cindy Cockerham is currently 
working in Hamilton Elementary 
for her public school assignment.  
She is learning so much valuable 
information about being a Speech 
Language Pathologist in the real 
world.  She is excited and looking 
forward to graduation in May.  She  
is hoping to work with  clients that 
use AAC devices.

SHELLIE SMITH 
Shellie Smith, from Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, is loving every second 
of her graduate school career. She 
is doing public school placement 
this semester at Henderson Ward 
Stewart in Starkville and it has 
been such a wonderful experience! 
Graduate school has been 
challenging, but very rewarding and 
she is honored to call The W home! 

EMILY SANDERSON 
Emily Sanderson is currently 
at Sudduth Elementary School 
working with Kindergarten and 
1st grade and also preschool 
developmentally delayed students 
at Emerson. She has been married 
for just over a year to her husband, 
Turner. She looks forward to 
learning so much more through  
the rest of the program and from 
her future clinical experiences!  

HALIE SAVAGE 
Halie Savage is at West Point 
Elementary School this semester 
for her school practicum. She is 
working with kindergarten and 
middle school aged children with 
various disorders. One of her 
favorite experiences in graduate 
school so far was this past summer 
working with the children from 
Camp Jabber Jaw. It was such an 
amazing, rewarding experience. 
She looks forward to completing 
her degree and serving as a future 
Speech Language Pathologist!

MARY HEFLIN ALEXANDER 
Mary Heflin Alexander graduated 
from Mississippi State University 
with a degree in psychology and 
an emphasis in neuroscience and 
neuropsychology. She became 
interested in Speech Pathology 
after taking a linguistics class 
and learning about phonetics 
and the different parameters of 
language. Her hobbies are dancing, 
specifically hula hoop and fire poi, 
and going to music concerts.

FACULTY AND STAFF

1972

2006

2010

CRYSTAL GARD OVER IN HEADLAND, ALABAMA WRITES:  
[ ‘02 ]  Live in Headland, AL with my husband, Darrin, 

and our two children, Abby (12) and Hayden (10)! I 
have started my third year as the SLP for Headland 
Elementary School and Headland Middle School! 
Absolutely love the kiddos I get the privilege to 
work with everyday! Also thankful to work with 
such amazing teams at HES and HMS!!

SHERRI RANDOLPH GERMANN IN COLUMBIA, MISSOURI: 
[ ‘02 ]  I opened a Speech and Language Center with  

another SLP 4 years ago working with pediatrics 
in Columbia, MO. I reside in Ashland, MO with my 
husband and 2 daughters (ages 10 and 7).

ALISHA GHOLSTON COMER IN FULTON, MISSISSIPPI: 
[ ‘04 ]  Working for ProTherapy in outpatient setting. 

Married to Patrick for 15 years and we have one 
daughter, Anna Grace who will be 13 in October.

MANDY LOLLAR IN HACKLEBURG, ALABAMA REPORTS: 
[ ‘04 ]  I am working between 2 SNFs- Generations of Red 

Bay and Burns Nursing and Rehab in which I also 
serve as Facility Coordinator for Champion Part-
ners in Rehab in Red Bay. In addition, I have other 
management responsibilities for Generations of 
Vernon. My husband and I have been married for 
7 years and we have 2 fur babies! My time at MUW 
was the best!!!

ANGE SMITH GODFREY IN MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘05 ]  This is my 3rd year in private practice. Justin and 

I have been married for 13 years and have 4 chil-
dren: Owen 11, Meg 8, Max 7, and Kate 5.

NATALIE BOGGAN MAY IN DECATUR SHARES:
[ ‘05 ]  This is my 12th year in the public schools. I am at 

Newton County Elementary School in Decatur.  
Caleb and I have been married for 9 years and 
have three children: Katherine (6), Anna Lola (6) 
and Elle (2).

ANNA BURRIS HUDSON IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI: 
[ ‘07 ]  I work mostly outpatient at Baptist Memorial Hos-

pital in Columbus, MS. I have been married to 
Robby for 10 years. We have 2 kids: Ellis (5), and 
Marlee Cate (18 months).

CARLA WEAVER IN NEW ALBANY, MISSISSIPPI REPORTS: 
[ ‘07 ]  After 8 years in long term care I have recently  

taken a new job at Baptist memorial Hospital in 
New Albany and I love it! I have been married  
to my hubby Chris for 12 years. We have two  
awesome boys. Chanapon is 8 and Paxton is 6.

TERRA MOODY CRAVENS IN THE ‘HAM SAYS:
[ ‘07 ]  I work with Over the Mountain Speech in Birming-

ham, AL doing mostly early intervention. I love that 
my career allows me to be part time and flexible 
so I can still be room mom for all 3 of my boys at 
school. Wife to Allen and Mom to Jack (7), Witt (6), 
and Price (3).

JOANNA BOWLIN OZBIRN IN NEW ALBANY, MS SHARES:
[ ‘08 ]  I am working at New Albany Elementary School as 

one of the SLPs. I primarily work with 3, 4, and 5 
year olds. My husband and I have been married for 
nearly 11 years, and we have a set of 4-year-old 
twins, Noah and Lucie.

MICHAEL-ANN TALLY IN SALTILLO SAYS:
[ ‘11 ]  I am working part time for Pontotoc County 

Schools. My husband, Jim, and I live in Saltillo, MS 
and have a five month old son, Grayson, who was 
born in late April.

CARA CARSON IN AMORY, MISSISSIPPI WRITES:
[ ‘11 ]  I work for Kindred Home Health. My husband and I 

have 2 children, Rhett age 11, and Aniston, Age 5.

CORRE LOONEY IN CALIFORNIA WRITES:
[ ‘11 ]  Currently working in a sub acute respiratory rehab 

facility as a travel SLP in California. I live in the San 
Francisco area.

CASSIE LYNN WILSON IN LEE COUNTY REPORTS:
[ ‘11 ]  I work at Lee County Schools, where I serve pri-

marily Kindergarten and preschool. Cayce and I 
have been married for nine years and we have 
two little girls, Caylynn (5) and Annalise (3). I have 
had the wonderful opportunity of serving the same 
school Caylynn is attending. It has been so fun 
sharing this year with her!

KIMBERLY RICHMOND BOYD IN BRANDON, MISSISSIPPI: 
[ ‘02 ]  I have been working full time at Methodist  

Rehabilitation for almost 10 years. My husband 
Mark and I live in Brandon, MS and have two  
children, Anna (10) and Camden (5).

MELISSA LONG DAVIS IN STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI SAYS: 
[ ‘02 ]  I live in Starkville, MS with my husband of 17 years, 

Adam, and our 2 children (Drew - 14 and Anna - 
11). I am an SLP and co-owner of Kids Therapy 
Spot in Starkville. I started Kids Therapy Spot with 
an OT and PT in 2010. I have some absolutely  
amazing SLP’s that I am incredibly grateful for. AMANDA WINTERS GRISSOM IN COLUMBUS MISSISSIPPI: 

[ ‘03 ]  I Live in Columbus, MS. Work part-time at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-Golden Triangle. Married to Jo-
seph for 19 years and have 4 daughters: Savannah 
(12), Sarah (11), Shelbe (9) & Sadie (7).

HEATHER FOUNTAIN HARWELL IN NORTH CAROLINA:
[ ‘03 ]  I work in a charter school serving K-8. I live in 

Statesville, NC with my husband, daughter and son 
(ages 11 and 9). Loved my class and my time spent 
at the W!

MANDY MCCARTHY WHEELER IN MISSISSIPPI REPORTS: 
[ ‘03 ]  I work for Itawamba County School District. Bryan 

and I have been married 14 years. We have two 
girls Molly B (5) and McCarthy (2).

KARA ANALLA WILLIAMSON IN ALABAMA WRITES:  
[ ‘03 ]  I am in my 16th year with the Fayette County Board 

of Education. My husband and I live in Winfield, AL 
with our 9 year old triplets.

ADRIANE JOHNSON ISBELL IN FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE:
[ ‘03 ]   I work PRN in various healthcare settings in Nash-

ville area. Married to Greg for 10 years and we 
have 1 daughter Laityn (2).

LAUREN ARINDER NEYMAN IN LOWNDES CO. SAYS: 
[ ‘10 ]  I’m in my second year with the Lowndes Co. School 

District and loving it. My husband, Curtis, and I 
have 2 boys. Andrew is 2 and Levi, who will be 1  
in November.

EMILY SCHUSTER MORGAN IN WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘10 ]  I transitioned jobs from the West Point hospital to 

the West Point Consolidated School System. I ab-
solutely love the school system and every aspect 
of being on the education route. I’ve been married 
for almost 9 years to Sam Morgan, and we have 2 
amazing, spirited children - Isabella, 6 and Sam, 2.

KELLY LEWIS SELLERS IN MADISON, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘10 ]  I have been working for TMC around 6 years and 

still going strong with the sweet geriatric popula-
tion! TMC continues to allow me to grow clinically 
while exploring additional opportunities including 
marketing, mentoring, and traveling to spread our 
TMC culture to assist with starting-up new build-
ings. I can’t thank the professors at the W enough 
for providing me with such a strong education to 
serve so many. I currently have a CFY from the 
W, Georgia Bowlin, and of course she is doing 
wonderfully sharing her skills and knowledge she 
gained from the W! I currently live in Madison, Ms 
and my husband, Jonathan and I have been mar-
ried for 6 years. We have 1 child, Charlotte, age 2 
and 1 little boy on the way due February 14!

BRITTANY HENDERSON BEVILL IN THAXTON WRITES:
[ ‘10 ]  I’ve been married to Nicholas for 7 years. We have 

2 boys: Abram (4 y.o.) and Roman (1 y.o.) We live 
in Thaxton, MS. I work for NMMC-Pontotoc. I take 
care of SWB, Outpatient(peds-geriatrics), and LTC 
(there’s a 44 bed NH onsite). I love the diversity 
I see in my caseload each day! I became a FEES 
certified provider this year!

ANNA MARIA ELLIOTT IN HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI: 
[ ‘10 ]  I have worked for Amedisys Home Health since I 

graduated, 7 years ago! I love the world of speech 
therapy and I was very blessed with wonderful 
friends and professors at the W!

KELLY DUGARD IN MEMPHIS, TN WRITES:
[ ‘12 ]  I am currently living in Memphis , TN with my  

husband, Chad. I am working for Le Bonheur  
Children’s Hospital in the School Based Therapy 
department, and I service children in the  
Achievement School District of Memphis.

AMANDA JEANFREAU MORRIS IN BOWLING GREEN, KY:
[ ‘12 ]  I’m in my third year with the Bowling Green City 

Schools where I serve an Elementary and Middle 
School. My husband and I have been married for  
5 years, and we have a 3 year old daughter  
named Caroline.

LINDSEY TRENOR HENDERSON IN PEARL, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘12 ]  This is my fifth year at Pearl Lower Elementary 

School in Pearl Public School District. I serve all K-1 
students and and evaluate Pre-K students. My hus-
band Cal and I celebrated our fifth anniversary this 
year. We have an 18 month old daughter Ellie James.

SUZANNE HENRY MOORE IN OLIVE BRANCH REPORTS: 
[ ‘12 ]  I live in Olive Branch, MS with my husband of 9 

years, Joshua Moore, and our 3 year old son, James 
Ricky. I work at Moye Physical Therapy and Speech, 
where I serve children in an outpatient setting.

SARAH CARTER DONALD IN LOUISVILLE, MS SAYS:
[ ‘13 ]  I’ve been working for Progressive Therapy Solu-

tions at a SNF, Louisville Healthcare, for 3 and a 
half years now. I’m the clinical manager at my 
facility and I also do PRN work in the area. My 
husband, Wesley, and I are living in Louisville, MS, 
with our son, Cason, who is one year old. I’m so 
thankful for the education I received at the W and 
the work that I get to do each day!

KYLIE BROWNING HILL IN HERNANDO WRITES:
[ ‘13 ]  I live in Hernando, MS with my husband, Justin. 

We have a son (2), and a baby girl due in April. I 
am working at Methodist Hospital in Memphis, TN 
where I work inpatient acute care and outpatient 
geriatrics and pediatrics. I cannot commend the W 
enough for a one of a kind SLP program!

JENNA MCMURPHY IN NEW ORLEANS, LA SAYS:
[ ‘13 ]  I have been working in Jefferson Parish Public 

Schools for the past 3 years.

RACHEL ROBERTSON PRICE IN CLINTON, MS WRITES:
[ ‘14 ]  I have been working in the Clinton Public Schools 

for the past 2 years. I am at Northside Elementary 
working with the cutest 2nd and 3rd grade stu-
dents! My husband and I live in Clinton, MS. Our 
sweet and always rambunctious baby girl, Emilia 
Claire, is 9 months old.

KRISTEN KEETON IN STARKVILLE, MS REPORTS:
[ ‘14 ]  This is my 4th year working for West Point Consol-

idated School District. I work with Kindergarten, 
5th, and 6th grade. I love my job and the children 
I work with! I am getting married to Jacob Hanson 
December 2, 2017.

JANNA CAFFEE STAFFORD SHANNON MS SAYS:
[ ‘14 ]  I just started my second year working for Itawamba 

County School District, serving K-high school. I also 
prn for several rehab companies.  I enjoy both the 
educational and medical sides of our profession.

MEGAN JOHNSON IN AMORY WRITES:
[ ‘14 ]  I worked at TMC in Missouri as a traveler for a year. 

Got engaged and decided to change companies 
to work closer to home. Currently work for 
Diversicare in Amory. Get married in 30 days!!!

ANDREA WEAVER MYERS IN WEBSTER COUNTY WRITES:
[ ‘06 ]  I Work in Webster County Schools and see kids 

from PK to high school. 2 kids -Katy, who is  
currently enrolled at the W and Seth who is  
enrolled at EMCC.

LAURA HARMON IN CALEDONIA MISSISSIPPI REPORTS:
[ ‘06 ]  I work at Caledonia Elementary School. I am  

married to Nick and we have a 7 year old  
daughter, Caraline.

BECKY STRICKLAND CARSTEN IN TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘06 ]  I work at Joyner Elementary School in Tupelo, MS. 

I am married to Beau. We have a baby girl, Emma 
Jayne, who is 8 months old.

JAMIE BOYD WHITNEY IN AMORY, MISSISSIPPI WRITES:
[ ‘06 ]  I’m starting my 8th year as rehab director at River 

Place in Amory. Married to Chris for 11 years and 
have a 3 year old daughter, Elliott Claire.

LYNN GARTON HOOKER IN GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘06 ]  I’m still living in Greenville, MS with Daniel  

(husband of 13 years) and our four kids: Hannah 
Kate (10), Reed (7), Campbell (5), and Julia (3).  
I have picked up my Arkansas license and have 
been working at a rehab hospital in Lake Village, 
AR. I am also in the process of setting up a PLLC  
to see clients privately. Miss my W days dearly!

MIRANDA FAULK MALLEY IN MADISON, MISSISSIPPI:
[ ‘06 ]  I have been with Therapy Management Corporation 

for almost 12 years and am currently the Director 
of Talent Acquisitions. I am married to Ben  
Malley and we have 3 boys: David (11), Seth (9), 
and Shepard (6). We live in Madison, MS

ASHLI STRICKLAND GILLIAM IN OKOLONA REPORTS:
[ ‘09 ]  I have been working for Mid South Rehab for nearly 

7 years both part time and full time. I am currently 
working in Okolona at Shearer Richardson 
Memorial Nursing Home. I am so grateful for the 
education I received while at MUW, we truly were 
taught by the best! I am married to Doug, and we 
have a beautifully blended bunch, Emma is 16 and 
a sophomore at Heritage Academy, John David 10, 
Huntley 9, Weston 7, Patton 6, Colt 5, and Ali Claire 
20 months!

SARAH HUGHES HAMILTON IN PASCAGOULA, MS SAYS: 
[ ‘09 ]  In my 9th year of working in the public schools. 

Going back for my degree later in life was a won-
derful decision and I have loved working in differ-
ent school systems. We are now in Pascagoula and 
I work with 5th-8th grade. My husband, Noah, and 
I celebrated our 23rd anniversary this past August. 
Our daughters, Catherine and Emily, are attending 
Ole Miss, Hugh graduated from high school in May, 
and Jack is a junior in high school.

EMILY CARPENTER ALFORD IN CLEVELAND REPORTS:
[ ‘09 ]  Class of 2006 and 2009. I work for Bolivar Medical 

Center in the Outpatient Pediatric Department. My 
Husband and I have been married 5 years and we 
have a 16 month old, Henry William Alford.

BRITNEY BUTTREY IN EAST TENNESSEE WRITES: 

[ ‘09 ]  I am living my dream working for Speech Pathol-
ogy Services for East Tennessee in pediatrics! I’ve 
worked tons of SNF as well over the past several 
years! Thanks to the wonderful staff at MUW for 
helping me create the best career ever! I have been 
married to Clint for 7 years and we have 3 amazing 
babies! Braye Lee 5, Eloise Claire 4, Nolan 1.

Hello to all of you!  I hope this newsletter finds you all well and 
happy in your professional and personal lives. I miss seeing you 
all but am so proud when I read about the great things you are 
doing out in the “real world”. You are an awesome group of young 
professionals. I continue to stay busy at the Speech and Hearing 
Center and still love what I do. Most of my work is administrative 
now but I have enjoyed learning new skills and processes. 
The prospect of Turner Hall has been exciting and new faculty 
members and graduate students have brought a fresh vitality to the 
program. And as you know, the work done every day in the clinic is 
rewarding. As for my personal life, I won’t comment too much. My 
two boys, daughters-in-law, and six grandchildren make me smile 
and are the source of tremendous joy. I’m not sure what I would do 
without them. Life would certainly be more boring! Please stay in 
touch. I love hearing from you. And if you have helpful ideas, send 
them my way or better yet, come by for a visit. Take care always.

Dr. Byrne and her husband traveled to Iceland last summer.  This 
was their second trip to Iceland and they are already thinking 
about going back. They also had the opportunity to see the play, 
Hamilton, on Broadway last summer and to take a Hamilton 
themed tour of New York. In December they will see Hamilton for 
a second time with their grown children in Chicago  (They really 
like the music from Hamilton.)

Dr. Byrne

Mrs. Townsend

Mrs. Hanson
Mrs. Hanson was able to spend a glorious week in Gulf Shores 
with her 2 ½ year old grandson, Ayden, in August and made 
many wonderful memories. Her youngest son, Jacob, will be 
getting married in December to Kristen Keeton, a fellow speech-
language pathologist. He has a hard time getting a word in 
edge-wise when Mrs. Hanson and her future daughter-in-law 
get together. Her mother has been in ill health recently, but she 
is on the mend which is a blessing. As for her professional life, 
Mrs. Hanson continues to be busy as the Graduate Practicum 
Coordinator. The clinic is thriving with 36 clients served by 12 
first year graduate students. Mrs. Hanson, Dr. Byrne, and Dr. 
Harmon will be traveling to Los Angeles for the ASHA Convention 
in November where they will present a poster about the 
phonological awareness skills of college students.

APPLY!

BEST WISHES  
SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

Thank you so much to all the alumni from Mississippi University 
for Women’s Speech-Language Pathology program! It is wonderful 
to hear how well all of you are doing and the joy speech–language 
pathology brings to your hearts! 

We wish you all the best as you progress 
in both your careers and families!

MAGHAN KNIGHT OTEY IN TUPELO WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  I graduated in 2016 and miss my class like 

crazy. Most thankful for my time at the W and 
how they prepared me to serve. I live in Tupelo 
with my husband of almost 1 year and our 
pup. I work at Regional Rehabilitation Center, a 
nonprofit organization serving 4 y/o and older with 
any and all disorders. I also work at Millcreek of 
Pontotoc serving 5-21 y/o. I absolutely love both 
sites, They are completely different but couldn’t be 
more rewarding.

AMY SCOTT IN TUPELO SAYS: 
[ ‘16 ]  I work in the public schools. I’m at Rankin 

Elementary serving 3rd-5th graders and Joyner 
Elementary serving PreK and a few 2nd graders! 
I’m constantly on the go and I love it!

CAROLINE MILLER IN STARKVILLE WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  Living in Starkville, MS with my husband Patrick. 

I am working in a SNF in Eupora, MS where I have 
discovered a special interest and unique gift for 
working with individuals with dementia, staff, and 
their family members to facilitate communication 
and swallowing in their day to day activities.

KELSEY WILSON IN LAUDERDALE COUNTY WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  I married my husband in September. Working for 

Lauderdale Co. School District serving preschool - 5th 
grade as well as high school. No children only a pup!

JOY BROWNING IN LA WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  I’m a happy graduate of the 2016 class! I am 

a traveling therapist for TMC, a company that 
believes in living JOYfully each day. I do that with 
my husband William, lab Harper and cat LB. We 
have been in KS and AL and will transfer in October 
to LA. Miss my ladies at the W, but thankful my 
class texts and snaps everyday. Best memories!

BETHANY KANAGY YODER SAYS:
[ ‘16 ]  I’ve been married for 4 years to the man of my 

dreams, Derek, and we have a baby girl named 
Elise who was born July 1st. I am working with the 
Choctaw Tribal Schools full time and I work with 
children ages 3-18.

MARY MARGARET ROBBINS IN DECATUR, MS WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  Living in Decatur, MS with my husband, T.J. and 

son, Jace, who will be one in October. Currently 
working for Scott County School District where I 
serve 3-4 year olds in their homes, preschools, 
and headstarts. I am so grateful for the education 
and clinical training I received at MUW, especially 
for the opportunity they gave me to serve at T.K. 
Martin’s preschool during my school-based 
practicum because it tremendously helped prepare 
me for this job!

SARAH GLENN BOLEN IN GRENADA, MS SAYS:
[ ‘17 ]  After graduation my husband and I moved to 

Grenada, MS where he currently serves as youth 
pastor at FBC, Grenada. I’m completing my CF in the 
Montgomery County School District after working for 
the Health Department this past summer doing early 
intervention. The working world is fun but I sure 
miss all my W girls and teachers!

LAURALEE FANT IN RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA WRITES:
[ ‘17 ]  Currently completing my CFY with Venture Rehab 

Group in Raleigh, NC. I am getting married in June. 
Thankful for my time spent at MUW. Miss seeing 
my class & professors!

MALLORY LITTLE IN JACKSON MISSISSIPPI WRITES:
[ ‘17 ]  Currently completing my CFY at Pearl Lower 

Elementary and Pearl’s Early Childhood Education 
Center as a pre-k speech pathologist. My CF 
supervisor, Lindsey Trenor Henderson, is also a 
MUW alum. I live in Jackson.

LAURA LEIGH NABORS IN KOSCIUSKO, MS SAYS:
[ ‘14 ]  I have been working for Kosciusko School District 

since I graduated. I’m currently working with 4th 
and 5th grade students in the public school and 
K-5 students in a private school. My husband and 
I live in Kosciusko, MS with our 3 dogs, and we are 
expecting a little girl in November!

SAMANTHA WOOD WEBB IN STARKVILLE SAYS:
[ ‘14 ]  Graduated with masters degree in 2014. I work full 

time at Kids Therapy Spot. My husband and I have 
two children, Hudson who is 2, and Josie Grey who 
is 5 months old. Miss all of you at the Speech and 
Hearing Center!

SUSAN SPEARMAN HUNT IN EUPORA WRITES:
[ ‘14 ]  I work at Eupora Elementary where I serve K-5. 

I’ve been married to Amir for 3 years, and we have 
a one year old, Mary Henley.

EMILY LAUREN EDMONSON IN FULTON, MS SAYS:
[ ‘14 ]  I have been working for Lee County School 

district for three years. I am currently at Verona 
Elementary serving K-5. I have been married to my 
husband Dustin for almost two years. We have an 8 
month old son named Paul. 

KATIE ROSE RICKS IN STARKVILLE REPORTS:
[ ‘14 ]  My husband and I live in Starkville, MS where I’m 

currently in my 4th year at Sudduth Elementary 
working with first graders and preschool 
developmentally delayed students. We have two 
children, Anna Tyler who is 3, and Butler who is 1.

AMBER SHOFFNER IN LUSAKA, ZAMBIA WRITES:
[ ‘15 ]  Working as a CF in Lusaka, Zambia with an NGO, 

Special Hope Network (www.specialhopenetwork.
org). Thankful for everything I learned at the W to 
prepare me to be one of three SLPs in an over a 
million people int’l capital city. 

BEKKA RICH SHEFFIELD IN BOONEVILLE WRITES:
[ ‘15 ]  This is my 3rd year at Anderson Elementary 

School in Booneville. I serve K-4th grade along 
with preschools and headstarts. I got married last 
weekend! We will be living in Booneville, MS with 
our cat, Muw, that I rescued while I was at the W! 

LYNDSEY BARKER SKINNER IN MEMPHIS SAYS:
[ ‘15 ]  My husband and I live in Memphis, TN. I have been 

working at Health South Rehabilitation Hospital 
since graduation and love it there. I miss everyone 
at The W. Hope everyone is doing well!

KELLI HOLLOWAY HONNOLL IN CALEDONIA SAYS:
[ ‘15 ]  My husband and I live in Caledonia, MS with 

our two dogs. I’m currently working at Windsor 
Rehab and Nursing in Columbus, MS. We will be 
welcoming our baby girl in November!

LINDI MORGAN WHITE IN MADISON, MS WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  My husband Rob and I live in Madison, MS with 

our sweet pup, Duke. I am working with Therapy 
Management Corporation at Highland Home, 
Ridgeland. I believe my experience at the W fully 
prepared me to work in the SNF with various 
residents and my awesome therapy team. I 
continue to keep in touch with my MUW classmates 
daily, making sure to celebrate each one’s exciting 
life events! Miss everyone dearly!

ASHLEY JOYNER IN DESTIN FLORIDA WRITES:
[ ‘16 ]  I work for a therapy company who contracts with 

school systems throughout Florida! I serve K3-8th! 
Currently living in Destin, FL with my yorkie Lexy! 
We are ~loving~ it! So thankful for my education 
from the wonderful professors at the W! Also 
thankful for my time spent at Sudduth Elementary 
during my school-based practicum!

If you would like to make a contribution to the MUW Speech-Language Pathology 
program, please make your check payable to: MUW Speech and Hearing Center. 
Earmark the check as: Donation. Please send any checks to the address listed 
above. Also, feel free to contact us with any additional questions about our program!

MUW Speech and Hearing Center 
1100 College Street MUW-1340 
Columbus, MS 39701-5800
Phone: 662-329-7270
Fax: 662-329-7460
E-mail: Joy Townsend at jrtownsend@muw.edu
Website: www.muw.edu/nhs.slp

THINKING ABOUT APPLYING FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL?
This application process is done entirely online. To begin your application and submit 
necessary forms, please visit http://www.muw.edu/graduates/apply. To apply to our 
graduate degree program, you will need to submit the following by March 1, 2017: 

 •  Official Application and $25 Application Fee
 •  Official Graduate Record Examination Scores and Transcripts
 •  Statement of Purpose (1 Page)
 •  Three Professional Letters of Recommendation 
 •  Immunization Records

*Please visit our website for specific instructions and additional information.
The Speech-Language Pathology/Audiology graduate program enables students to develop professional 
knowledge and clinical skills. Traditional and non-traditional students will demonstrate leadership, critical 
thinking, and problem-solving abilites professinally and competetnly in a variety of clinical settings. The  
graduate program offers a Master of Science degree in Speech-Language Pathology. The program is accredited 
by the Council on Academic Accreditation (CAA) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association  
(ASHA). A graduate of the program will meet the academic requirements for the ASHA Certificate  
of Clinical Competence (CCC-SLP), licensure from the Mississippi Department of Health,  
and teacher licensure from the Mississippi Department of Education.


