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Ponder Review considers new media, visual art, creative nonfiction, fiction, 
flash fiction, and poetry twice a year from December 15 – March 15 and June 
15 – September 15. No previously published material will be accepted. See our 
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A NOTE TO READERS

K+' G&' +7&.' ?:9@' 7"' +$/<&M' 7A&' 9"17&17' "R' 7A0+' 7&17A' 0++$&' "R' !"#$%&'
(%)*%+='G&':/&'+7/$9@'?"7A'?M'07+'/&+"1:19&+'G07A'./&<0"$+'0++$&+':16'?M'07+'
6&.:/7$/&+S'K%06'7A&%:709'9"1701$07M='G&'+&1+&':'9A:12&'01'70%?/&S'

One editor described Ponder as “southern eclectic,” and we find the shoe 
fits particularly well for this issue. The South is our home base, and we love 
.0&9&+'7A:7'&U.#"/&'7/:6070"1:##M'+"$7A&/1'0%:2&+'#0@&'1:7$/&':16'R:%0#M'01':'
./"2/&++0<&'#02A7S'K7'7A&'+:%&'70%&='"$/'+7"/M7&##&/+'9"%&'R/"%':##'"<&/':16'
/&./&+&17':'+.&97/$%'"R'A$%:1'&U.&/0&19&'?&M"16'"$/'+"$7A&/1'/""7+S'

!"#S'(='*++$&','"R'!"#$%& is no different in this respect. Our writers and 
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SHELLY STEWART CATO

 THE ONLY MOVEMENT I WANT TO SEE IS KINDNESS

TA&'"1#M'%"<&%&17'*'9:1'+&&'"1'%M'A0@&'7A0+'%"/1012'0+'6"##".+'"R'R&/1O
2/&&1':0/'60<"7012'7A&'?/""@S'J/'%:M?&'7A&'"1#M'%"<&%&17'0+'7A&'A:/6='

?&17' ?:9@+' "R' h:22&6' #0%&+7"1&=' :#2:&d6' :16' +#09@=' 7A0/+7012' $.' R"/' :0/S'J/'
%:M?&'7A&'"1#M'%"<&%&17'0+':'G:7&/'?&&7#&'+@066012='9/&:7012'90/9#&'+A:6"G+'
:?"<&'7A&'+:16M'?&6S'

H:/6'7"'+:MS'K7':1M'/:7&=':1'"/:12&'702&/'9:7='%M'R:<"/07&'@016='1&+7#&+'
01'%"$17:01'#:$/&#'"1'7A&'+A"/&S'TA&'9:7'0+1d7'/&:##M'"/:12&S'D"/&':./09"7S'
K'#077#&'?/"G1&/'01'+."7+'#0@&':'?/$0+&6'+7"1&'R/$07S'K'R&G'#"12'A:0/+'GA0+@&/'
his ears like tremolo antennae. The soft pluft of his underbelly flickers in the 
?/&&Z&':16'+G0/#+'#0@&'7A&'9$/#+'7G0/#012'$.'%M'6:$2A7&/d+'1:.&S'

TA&'9:7'0+'6&:6S'C&:9&R$##M='@016#M'6&:6='*'A".&S'*R'1"7':'@016'6&:7A='7A&1'
:7' #&:+7':9906&17:#S'D:M?&'/:7O."0+"1&6':7' 7A:7'9/:ZM=' #".+06&6'?:/1'6"G1'
7A&'/":6'GA"+&'R/"17':16'?:9@'9:/&&1'01'#0@&':'+%:+A&6'G01&'?"US'D:M?&'07'
A"..&6'01'"1&'"R'7A&'?#:9@'2:/?:2&'9:1+':7'5U./&++'J0#':16'6/:1@'+"%&'"#6'
motor oil, which reminds me of the garbage bags everybody stuffs almost-
?$7O1"7O[$07&' 6/0&6O$.' .:017' 017"' :16' :#+"' &%.7M' +./:MO.:017' 9:1+=' ?$7' *'
6"1d7=' ?&9:$+&' 7A&M'%02A7' &U.#"6&S' *' @1"G'?&9:$+&'%M'?/"7A&/'?:22&6':7'
Winn-Dixie, and they sent him out to burn stuff, and one spray-paint can 
fired like an orange rocket coming (it’s a cliché but true)—just inches from 
A0+'A&:6S'NA09A'9:1'"R'/"9@&7012'"/:12&'+./:M'.:017'/&%016+'%&'7A:7'6$/012'
<0+07012'A"$/+' #:+7'-$16:M='GA&1'%M'+"1'G:+'7:#@012':?"$7'7A0+'7/$9@&/'01'
/&A:?='7A0+'^3OM&:/O"#6'2$M'GA"'#0@&6'7"'7&##':?"$7'7A&'70%&'A&'G:+'2&77012'
out of his rig at the back lot (where hookers hang) when some guy pointed a 
/$??&/'2$1':7'A0%':16'+:06='?*55%'3"D&'+822%/;
-"'7A&'7/$9@&/'7"++&6'7A&'2$M'A0+'G:##&7='
  (not knowing the gun was rubber),
     and the robber ran off.

-"' 7A&'"#6'2$M=' 7A&' 9/:9@A&:6' R/"%'/&A:?'GA"'6061d7'A:<&':' /&:#' 2$1'
either being that he was on parole, grabbed his flare gun from the sleeper 
:16':0%&6'7"'Z012'7A&'/"??&/'/02A7'?&7G&&1'7A&'+A"$#6&/'?#:6&+='GA09A'%"<&'
*d%'1"7'+:M012'0+'@016':7':##='?$7'A&'%0++&6='7A:1@'2""61&++Y'A"G&<&/='07'A07'
7A&'2$M'60/&97#M'01'7A&'?$77A"#&='+"'7A:7'7A&'/$11012'/"??&/='#07&/:##MeA0+':++'
was on fire—had to drop and roll, and they got back the wallet. 

L$7'7A&'"7A&/'+7"/M'7A&'7/$9@&/'#0@&6'7"'7&##'G:+'7A:7'"1&'#:7&='#:7&'102A7'
:/"$16'B&/?M';07M='A&'7A"$2A7'A&'+:G':'#$%.M='GA070+A'?:##'#0@&':'%&60901&'
?:##='"1#M'7A&M':/&'$+$:##M'6:/@'2/&&1'"/'6:/@'/&6='/"##'01'R/"17'"R'A0+'R/"17'
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70/&S'K16'?&012'A02A='A&'h:@&O?/:@&6'7"'+&&=':16'M&+='7A0+'%"<&%&17='07'G:+':'
.0##"G9:+&eA&d##'1&<&/'R"/2&7eA:16O&%?/"06&/&6='#0@&'A0+'2/&:7':$17d+'/"+&O
/&6'6:0+MO9A:01&6'A&:/7+'+$//"$16012'.01@O:16O2/&&1'?$77&/9$.+e?$7'7A0+'
.0##"G9:+&'G:+'R$##'"R'@077&1+S

H&'.$7'7A&%'01'A0+'9:?=':16':7'7A&'1&U7'I"<&d+'T/$9@'-7".='?&22&6'A"%&+'
R"/' :##' ?$7' "1&=' GA09A' A&' @&.7=' 7A&' "1#M' "/:12&O702&/' @077MS' -A&' #0<&6' R"/'
M&:/+='A&'7"#6'%M'+"1='A&/'G:7&/'9$.':16'R""6'?"G#'6"$?#&O+709@'7:.&6'7"'A0+'
.:++&12&/'+&:7':16'A&/'?&6':7'7A&'R""7'"R'A0+S'H&/'1:%&'G:+'K./09"7S
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CRYSTAL HARTMAN
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VERONICA BEATRICE WALTON

TNJ'CJ5D-

WAITING FOR SNOW

f-"%&'#02A7'6"&+'1"7'%:@&'07':##'7A&'G:M'7A/"$2A'7A&':7%"+.A&/&='?$7'
+9:77&/+Sg

e>&?&99:'-"#107='K'P0&#6'E$06&'7"'E&77012'I"+7

D06O8:1$:/M'7$9@+'07+'+#&&<&+'01'7A&'2/:MO2"#6'2:$Z&'"R'+$1#02A7S'K#"12'
7A&' :0/=' 7/&&+' @107' 7A&0/' 6:/@' 9:1<:+&+=' :16' +%:##' :10%:#+' "R' R&&#012'
+9:<&12&' R"/' 7A&' #:+7' 70%&=' +7/:12#012' .:/9A&6' 60/7' ?&1&:7A' 7A&%S' *1'
7A&'@079A&1='%M'R:7A&/'%:@&+'%&':'+7/"12'7&:'7A:7'+%&##+' #0@&'9A$/9A='
:16'*'?$/1'%M'@1&&+'"1'7A&'/:60:7"/='@1&&#012' 01'9"1R&++0"1S' *'A&:/':'
<"09&' #0@&':'+%:##'2"6' 01'%M'?"1&+V'*'G"16&/'GA:7'%M'?"6M'A:+'?&&1'
6"012'7"'?$/M'7A&'7A"$2A7'"R'M"$S'*'G"16&/'A"G'07d+'?&&1'G"/@012'M"$'
into history, into an unfelt distance. Your name withdraws itself from 
%M'?:16:2&6'7&&7A=':16'+"'7A&'7&%.&/:7$/&'6/".+S'K2:01':16':2:01='%M'
?"6M='+M1:2"2$&'"R'+"$16'G07A'A02AG:M+'"R'+0#&19&=':2:01':16':2:01=':'
%:..012'"R'R/0970"1S'K16'+"'7A0+'0+'GA:7'07d+'#0@&'7"'7/:<&#'"1'7A&'G016='"1'
7A&'.$/+&6'9#"$6+'M&##"G012'G07A'6:MS'TA0+'0+'GA:7'07d+'#0@&'#0<012'?&7G&&1'
+%:##'$19&/7:0170&+='%M'?"6M'%""/&6':16'%"/&'7"'M"$/+S



,`

WRITING FOR MY BROTHER’S CATHARSIS

Behind every body is a set of equations. You spend your twenty-first year 
&U.#"/012' 60:#"2$&+' ?&7G&&1' 9A&%09:#+' #0@&' 7A&' 9A:01O#01@' R&19&+' M"$'
could never climb as a child. Now your legs are longer and the sun shrink-
G/:.+'7A&'6:M':?"<&'M"$/'?&6S'K'@1"9@':7' 7A&'6""/=':'+"R7'A&:/7?&:7' 01'
7A&'A"$+&=' 7A&' 7/:9012+'"R'M"$/' #&2+'$16&/' #""+&'+A&&7+S'B&+9/0.70"1V':1'
:9@1"G#&62&%&17'"R'+.:9&':16'07+'%&:+$/&6'+A:.012=':'@016'"R'.#:11&6'
#:12$:2&S'-.:9&'0+'./:9709&6'R&&#012V':'?$/0&6'-:/2:++"'"R'90/9$%#"9$70"1S'

L&A016' &<&/M' ?"6M' 0+' :' ?"6MS' L&A016' &<&/M' :970"1' 0+' :1' &[$:#' :16'
opposite reaction, says Isaac Newton. Like ripping a Band-Aid off in both 
60/&970"1+=' "/' ?":/6012' :' 7/:01=' "/' 7&##012' +"%&"1&' 7A:7' M"$' #"<&' 7A&%S'
B"&+'7A0+'%&:1'7A:7'G07A'7A&'#:$2A7&/'"R'#&:<&+'9"%&+'7A&'+"//"G'"R':0/='
7A&'2/&:7' +A:.&#&++1&++'"R'.:01j'B"&+' 7A0+'%&:1' 7A:7'GA&1&<&/':'?"6M'
9/&:7&+':1"7A&/'?"6M'7A&'&:/7A'@1&&#+':+'0R':+A:%&6j'N&':##'?&#"12'7"'7A0+'
#:16+9:.&'+"%&A"GY'G&':/&':##'+%:##':9@1"G#&62&%&17+'"R'&:9A'"7A&/S

L&A016'&<&/M'?"6M'0+':1'&9A"'"R':'.#:9&S'NA&1'M"$':/&':1':6$#7='M"$':/&'
+70##':'9A0#6'?$/0&6'$16&/'M&:/+'"R'1"7'?&012':'9A0#6Y'M"$'A:<&'M&7'7"'G:@&'
01+06&' 7A&':++&%?#M':16':?:16"1'"R':'1&G'+&:+"1S'5<&/M'102A7'M"$':/&'
+.:9&':16'70%&':16'R&&#012':##':7'"19&=':1':11$#:/'&U."1&17S'*'9:11"7'G/07&'
:?"$7'"/'R"/'"/'7"'M"$'G07A"$7'7:#@012':?"$7'A"G'#"1&#M':'/"$701&'9:1'R&&#='
6/0R7012' R/"%'6"+&' 7"'6"+&S'N&':/&'A:$17&6'?M'GA:7'G&' 9:1d7'A:<&'?$7'
:#+"'7A&'&%.701&++'"R'GA:7'G&'6"'A:<&S'*'9:11"7'G/07&':?"$7'M"$'G07A"$7'
:#+"'%&170"1012'7A:7'+"%&70%&+'*'R&&#'2/:7&R$#'R"/'7A&'%0/:9#&'"R'.&".#&'
+.&:@012'7"'%&S'

L&A016'&<&/M'+&7'"R'&[$:70"1+'0+':'?"6MS'*d%'1"7'+$/&'0R'7A0+'0+':'<&/M'2""6'
9:7A:/+0+S' *d<&' #&R7' ?""@+' "1' M"$/' ?&6' A".012' 7A:7' M"$' /&:6' 7A&%=' *d<&'
?"//"G&6'M"$/'#02A7&/':16'#""@&6'017"'M"$/'R$##O#&127A'%0//"/S'*d<&'R&#7'%M'
:9A&'#"62&'07+&#R'01'M"$/+='*d<&'A&:/6'+02A+'2/:..#&'7A&':0/'?&7G&&1'$+':+'
G&'&:7'?/&:@R:+7'01'+0#&19&S'5<&/M'6/&:%'*'A:<&':?"$7'2&77012'#"+7'01'7A&'
hallways of our old high school—unable to find a classroom, losing a name 
:%06+7':'6"Z&1'"7A&/+e*'@1"G'M"$d6'6&+9/0?&'07'7A&'+:%&'G:MV'?://&#012'
6"G1':' +01@=' &+9:.012':' 9/$%?#012' :7709S'P0/012' :' 2$1':9/"++' :' 7/&&#&++'
5:/7A':16'G:07012'R"/'7A&'?$##&7'7"'/&7$/1S
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CREATIVE NONFICTION

KARI DESPAIN

TAKEN BETWEEN GUSTS

*':%'/&.#:9012' 7A&'.A"7"' 7A:7'+07+'"1'%M'G016"G+0##S'TA&'"1&' 7A:7'+A"G+'
my young family standing in a field of golden, waist-high wheat in central 

Kansas. The fields of Kansas mesmerized me as a young adult when I moved 
A&/&=':16'*'A:6':#G:M+'G:17&6':'60+70197#M'%06G&+7&/1'.A"7"'"R'%M'R:%0#M'
in a wheat field. 

P"/' :' #"12' 70%&=' 07' G:+'%M' R:<"/07&' .A"7"2/:.ASNA:7' #&6' 7"' 07' ?&012'
9"<&/&6'?M':'1&G'.A"7"'G&/&'%M'+"1+d'A017+'7A:7'.&/A:.+'G&'+A"$#6'7:@&':'
1&G'R:%0#M'.A"7"'1"G'7A:7'7A&0/'6:6':16'*'G&/&'1"'#"12&/'%://0&6S'*'+$+.&97'
7A&'/&:#'/&:+"1'G:+'7A:7'01'7A&'"#6'.A"7"='*'G:+'+70##'7:##&/'7A:1'7A&%S'TA&M'
%$9A' ./&R&/' 7A&' 1&G' .A"7"=' GA09A'%:@&+' 7A&0/' +#02A7=' :6"#&+9&17' R/:%&+'
:..&:/'%0#6#M' 0%."+012' :2:01+7'%M' "G1S' P"/'%&=' 7A"$2A=' 7A&' "1&' 01' 7A&'
summer wheat was a difficult photo to let fall into the annals of the photo 
R/:%&S'

'C:/7'"R'7A&'/&:+"1'7A:7'.:/709$#:/'+$%%&/'+7:16+'"$7'+70##'%:M'?&'7A:7'
07'+&&%&6'$1$+$:##M'9""#=':+'07'9:%&'"1'7A&'A&&#+'"R'7G"'+$%%&/+'%:/@&6'
?M' 6/"$2A7' 01' 9&17/:#' F:1+:+S' B$/012' 7A"+&' 7G"' +$%%&/+=' 7A&' :/&:+'
surrounding Wichita broke the record set by Death Valley, Nevada for the 
1$%?&/'"R'6:M+' 01':'/"G':?"<&',,4'6&2/&&+S'I:G1+'60&6='/&+06&170:#'G&##+'
dried up, and, finally, farmers relented, plowing their stunted crops under 
?&R"/&'&<&1':77&%.7012'7"'A:/<&+7S'

TA0+' +$%%&/=' A"G&<&/=' 07' A:6' /:01&6' G&&@#M' :16' G07A"$7' 7A&' $+$:#'
:R7&/%:7A'"R'%$2':16'?$2+'"1'7A&':0/S'*1'7A&'%066#&'G&&@+'"R'8$1&'GA&1'
the wheat fields were tall and golden, I asked my family to put on matching 
GA07&'+A0/7+=':16'G&'6/"<&'"<&/'60/7'/":6+'$170#'G&'R"$16'7A&'7M.09:#'GA&:7'
field with a perfectly straight line of trees acting as a windbreak at the far end 
against the skyline. My (then) husband, my children, and I followed each 
other into the field, hopping over divots to avoid crushing the stalks as best 
G&'9"$#6S'N&'+[$017&6':2:01+7'7A&':R7&/1""1':16'6$70R$##M'+%0#&6'GA0#&'7A&'
9:%&/:='%"$17&6'"1':'7/0."6='9#09@&6'/&+"#$7&#MS'

*'#"<&6'7A0+'.097$/&'"R'$+'R"/':'#"12'70%&e%M'9A0#6/&1'?/"G1'G07A'+$%%&/'
%0+9A0&R':2:01+7'7A&'.:#&'+7:#@+':16':1'&16$/012'9&/$#&:1'+@MS'*7'/&%016&6'
%&'"R'7A&'#:+7'+$%%&/'?&R"/&'7A&M'&17&/&6'7A&0/'7&&1+=':'70%&'GA&1'+."/7+'



,^

G&/&'"1#M'2:%&+':16'7A&M'+70##'7A"$2A7'"R'%&':+'7A&0/'?&+7'20/#S'*7'G:+'"$/'
first summer in a new home—the one my ex-husband and I had planned on 
+019&'G&'%://0&6S'TA&'"1&'01'7A&'9"<&7&6'1"/7A'&16'"R'7"G1'G07A':'.""#':16'
&U7/:'/""%+'R"/'9"%.:1M':16'7A&'?02='?02'#0<012'/""%'GA&/&'G&'A&#6'6011&/'
.:/70&+'R"/':##'"$/'R/0&16+S'*7'G:+'7A&'#:+7'+$%%&/'?&R"/&'*'+7"..&6'#M012'7"'
myself about what I knew of alcohol and apologies, infidelity, pills—small 
+1&:@+'7A:7'2/"G'017"'R$##O+0Z&6'#0&+'G07A'?/:19A&+':16'#&:<&+S'*7'G:+'7A&'#:+7'
+$%%&/' *' +.&17'1"7':9@1"G#&62012' 7A:7'%M'&UOA$+?:16d+'"#6'?:9@' 01h$/M'
A:6'6/0<&1'A0%'7"':1':660970"1'7A:7'&%.A:+0Z&6'"1#M'A0+'?:6'[$:#070&+':16'
1"1&'"R'A0+'2""6S'TA&'.&/R&97'+$%%&/S'

I""@012' :7' 7A&' .A"7"' 1"G=' *' +70##' +&&' 7A"+&' +$11&6' :16' +%0#012' ?"M+'
+7:16012':/"$16'%&'"1' 7A&' #:+7' 8$1&':R7&/1""1'?&R"/&' 7A&'GA&:7'G:+' 9$7'
?:9@'7"'+7$??#&S'J$/'+%0#&+':/&'2&1$01&S'L&R"/&'1"G='*'A:61d7'20<&1'%$9A'
9/&6&19&'7"'7A&'"7A&/'."/70"1'"R'7A:7'6:Md+'%&%"/MS'TA&'G016'G:+'/&#&17#&++'
that afternoon, especially away from any tree cover. In the field next to where 
we parked, combines were already harvesting at a surprising rate while chaff 
flew with fury and engines growled.

*1' 7A&' .097$/&=' A"G&<&/=' 7:@&1' %0/:9$#"$+#M' ?&7G&&1' 2$+7+=' "$/' A:0/'
#""@+'$17"$9A&6'?M'7A&'G016=':16'7A&'GA&:7'+7:16+'+7/:02A7'01':'+&/&1&'"9&:1'
of golden flax around us. No one would know, when I printed the photo and 
+&17'07'"$7'7"'R:%0#M':16'R/0&16+'7A:7';A/0+7%:+='7A:7'7A&'G016'G:+'?#"G012'
R$##OR"/9&'01'"$/'&M&+'$170#'7&:/+'7A/&:7&1&6'7A&'G&7O#01&'"R'"$/'#:+A&+S'J/'7A:7'
combines were churning stalks to dust one field over, headed to chop the 
very field where we stood.
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MANE HOVHANNISYAN

BLUE SUN

*'+7:/7&6'7A&'.A"7"2/:.A09'+&/0&+'fL#$&'-$1g'01'8$1&'3434='G07A'7A&'+$.."/7'
"R'7A&'fD$#70%&60:'I:?'E/:17g'01'T?0#0+0S'TA&'06&:'"R'7A&'./"h&97'G:+'?"/1'

earlier in November 2019. At that time, I was a participant of the performance 
GA09A'G:+'6&609:7&6'7"'7A&'7A&%&'fR&%:#&'?"6M'01'.$?#09'+.:9&+g':16'G:+'
/&:#0Z&6' 1&:/' 7A&' >&.$?#09' -[$:/&' D&7/"' -7:70"1S' TA0+' 9:$+&6' :' +9:16:#'
:%"12'+"%&'9"1+&/<:70<&'90/9#&+='GA"'+$.."+&6#M'f./"7&97g'7A&'7/:6070"1:#'
<:#$&+' "R' +"90&7MS' K+' :' /&+$#7=' 7A&' .&/R"/%:19&' G:+' 9"1+06&/&6' h$+7' :1'
&U.&/0&19&'"R':22/&++0<&'R&%010+%=':#7A"$2A'07'G:+1d7'07+'06&:':7':##S'-"'*d<&'
+7:/7&6'G"/@012'"1'7A0+'./"h&97S

TA&'%:01'06&:'"R'%M'.A"7"2/:.A09'+&/0&+'fL#$&'-$1g'0+'7"'A&#.'7"'9A:12&'
7A&' .&/9&.70"1' "R' 9"17&%."/:/M' 6:19&' :+' G&##' :+' "R' :' R&%:#&' ?"6M' :+' :1'
01+7/$%&17'"R':/7' 01'K/%&10:1'+"90&7MS'*1'7A0+'9"17&U7'*'+A"G'7A/"$2A'%M'
.A"7"+'7A&'G"/@'"R'H:+%0@'T:12M:1='7A&'R"$16&/'"R'f;";A"I:?'K/%&10:g'
(Contemporary Choreography Lab). She is a contemporary dancer and 
.&/R"/%&/' 01' K/%&10:=' GA"' 7/0&+' 7"' 6&<&#".' 7A&' +9&1&' "R' 9"17&%."/:/M'
9A"/&"2/:.AM'7A/"$2A'7&:9A012='/&+&:/9A='./"6$970"1'"R'.&/R"/%:19&+':16'
through giving an opportunity for her students to test their skills in different 
+9&1&+S' C:/709$#:/#M' 0%."/7:17' 0+' A&/'G"/@'G07A' 9A0#6/&1'G07A' 60+:?0#070&+='
GA&/&'7A&'%"<&%&17'"R'7A&'?"6M'0+'9"1+06&/&6':+':'G:M'7"'+.0/07$:#'A&:#7AS

TA&'707#&'fL#$&'-$1g'0+':'+"/7'"R':#7&/1:70<&'%&7A"6'"R'1://:70<&S'TA&'.A"7"'
story contains some allusions about the atmosphere of the film “Solaris” by 
K16/&0'T:/@"<+@M=':+'G&##':+'2&1&/:##M':?"$7'7A&'-"<0&7'&."9AS

Moreover the bluish photos reflect the mood of the novel “Solaris” by 
-7:10+#:G'I&%='R/"%'GA09A'07'A:+'2"7'7A&'707#&'fL#$&'-$1Sg

TA&'.A"7"2/:.A+'0##$+7/:7&'7A&'011&/'+&1+&'"R'7/:1+.:/&19M='7A&'%&/2012'
"R' 7A&'?"6M'G07A' 7A&' +.:9&=' 7A&'?"6M':+' :1':/7' "?h&97' :16' 7A&'?"6M':+' :1'
&#&%&17'"R'7A&'$10<&/+&S'*1'7A0+'G:M='*'9"%?01&'7G"'1://:70<&'#01&+='GA09A':/&'
.:/:##&#&6'"1':'.A0#"+".A09:#'#&<&#S

TA&' .A"7"' +&/0&+' fL#$&' -$1g' 0+' /&90.0&17' "R' T?0#0+0' CA"7"2/:.AM' k'
D$#70%&60:' D$+&$%' 2/:17' R"/' -"$7A' ;:$9:+$+' P&%:#&' CA"7"2/:.A&/+'
(2020 year) mentored by Grégoire Eloy.
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DOUBLE MOON
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WINDOWS
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THE SILENCE OF NIGHT
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CLAIRE SCOTT

TNJ'CJ5D-

BECOMING

*'G:17&6'7"'?&':'?"M'"/':7'#&:+7'1"7':'20/#
9/"..&6'9$/#+='/0..&6'h&:1+='%$+9#&'TO+A0/7+
?$7'?0"#"2M'?&7/:M&6='?/&:+7+'?"$16
01'702A7'?/:+='?#&&6012':'7"7:#'1$0+:19&='&%?://:++012
+7:01+'"1'M"$/'+@0/7='9#:++%:7&+'+109@&/012

DM'%"7A&/'G:+'017"'201':16'NA07%:1d+
9A"9"#:7&='G:16&/012'7A&'A"$+&'01'A&/'$16&/G&:/=
&#:+709'+:22012='+7/012+'"R'+:R&7M'.01+':9/"++'
7A&'?:9@'"R'A&/'6/"".012'?/:='?&##M'+#"..&6'"<&/'
2/&M012'$16&/.:17+='2:/7&/+'6:12#012'#0@&'+1:@&+

NA&1'*'G:+'7&1='+A&'+A"G&6'%&':'60:2/:%'
"R'GA:7'G:+'%&:17'7"'?&'A&/'?"6M='%M'?"6M
+"%&7A012':?"$7'#:M012'&22+'#0@&':'R&:7A&/#&++'?0/6
something about a cervix, both of us flustered, 
#""@012':G:M='#&++"1'"<&/='6$7M'6"1&

H"G'9"$#6'20/#+'G:17'?/&:+7+='G:17'7"'?#&&6
#""@'R"/G:/6'7"'9$/<&+':16':%.#&'A0.+
:16'F"7&U'?$#2012'M"$/'?:7A012'+$07
GA:7'@016'"R'%"7A&/+'A&#.&6'7A&%
?&9"%&'G"%&1
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AN OFFERING

H&'0+'R"/2&77012='9"1R$+012='
7/0..012'"1'9$/?+S

TA012+'A&'$+&6'7"'6"'R:##'"1'%&e'
9A:12012'#02A7'?$#?+='9A&9@012
70/&'./&++$/&='.:M012'7:U&+=
%:1:2012'%&609:70"1+S

*'/:@&'#&:<&+':16'9#&:1'2$77&/+
G07A'".&/:709'+02A+S

I"/6='7A&/&'0+':'%&:11&++'
01'%&S'-"%&70%&+'%M'.:70&19&'
0+'7A011&/'7A:1'70++$&'.:.&/=
&:+0#M'7"/1'7"'/&<&:#

?#$&O?#:9@'<&1"%
.$#+012'?&1&:7AS

T"6:M'A&'+.0##&6':'@&77#&'"R'G:7&/'
"1'7A&'+7"<&='G:7&/'9"<&/012'7A&'2:+'
burners that no longer flamed. 

*'R$%&6':16'9#&:1&6':16'9"1+$#7&6'
7A&'-:%+$12'%:1$:#='9#$%.012
:/"$16'01':'+107='G07A'7"G&#+':16'
\O70.+':16'/$??012':#9"A"#S

*'+&&'A0%'+G&&.012'7A&'@079A&1'
floor, usually my daily chore.
H&'+A"G+'%&'7A&'6$+7.:1'
G07A'07+'%&6#&M

"R'?:2&#'9/$%?+='6"2'R$/='
?07+'"R'90#:17/"':16'"10"1'+@01S'



3_

K#+"':'701M'%:.#&
#&:R'G&'%$+7'A:<&
7/:9@&6'01+06&S
N/01@#&6='?$7'+70##'/&6S
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CREATIVE NONFICTION

J. E. FRANKLIN

THE DAY SISTER QUINN GAVE MY SOLO TO MOZELLA 
-C>*EE

*'@1&G'%M'+0+7&/'8"M9&'A:6':'+&9/&7O#"<&='?$7'*'7A"$2A7'A&'G:+':9/"++'7A&'
water with the Navy. So, when she didn’t come directly home after her 

-$16:M'-9A""#'9#:++':7'7A&'C/&+?M7&/0:1';A$/9A='*'2/&G':1U0"$+S'*'A:6'?&&1'
G:07012'?M'7A&'R/"17'6""/'R"/'A&/'7"'?/012'%&'7A&'./&77M='.:7&17O#&:7A&/'+A"&+'
G&'+A:/&6'+"'*'9"$#6'G&:/'7A&%'7"'7A&'L:.70+7';A$/9A='GA&/&'*'G:+'7"'+012':'
+"#"S'TA:7'-$16:M='*'G:07&6S'*'G:07&6l

DM'%"7A&/d+'<"09&'9$7'017"'7A&'/""%S
fE0/#='M"$'+70##'01'A&/&j'*'7A"$2A7'M"$'G:+':#/&:6M':7'7A:7'9A$/9Al'NA&/&'

M"$/' +0+7&/' :7j'B061d7' M"$' 7&##'%&'-0+7&/'\$011'G:17&6' M"$' 7A&/&' &:/#M' 7"'
practice the song or she was gonna give it to that Spriggs girl? You gonna 
stand there all day like a dummy? You see your sister ain’t gonna get here 
01'70%&l'mD$9A':+'*'A:6'7"'2"'7A/"$2A'7"'2&7'M"$/'6:66M'7"':2/&&'7"'9"%&'7"'
7A:7'9A$/9A'7"'A&:/'M"$'+012='6"1d7'M"$'A:<&'%&'6/:22012'A0%':##'7A&'G:M'
7A&/&'7"'A&:/'M"$':16'M"$':01d7'$.'7A&/&'+012012l'*d##'1&<&/'A&:/'7A&'&16'"R'A0+'
%"$7Al'E"'"1'2&7'M"$/'+9A""#O+A"&+':16'G&:/' m&%='K660&n7A&'I"/6'6"1d7'
care what’s on your feet! You can sulk all you want to, but you going to that 
9A$/9A':16'M"$'2"11:'+012'7A:7'+"12'&<&1'0R'M"$'A:<&'7"'+012'?:/&d'R&&7&6lg

DM'%"7A&/'@1&G'7A&'+9A""#O+A"&+'G&/&'$2#Ml'-A&d6'+&&1'A"G'%M'R:7A&/'
A:6'+#09&6'7A&%'$.'%&/90#&++#M=':7':##'7A&'./&++$/&'."017+='7"'%:@&'/""%'R"/'
%M'2/"G012' R&&7='%:@012' 7A&%' #""@':+' 0R' 7A&Md6'?&&1' 01' :'-:7$/6:M'102A7'
knife-fight!

H"G'9"$#6'*':+@'R"/'1&G'+A"&+'R"/'%M+&#R='GA&1'*d6'+&&1'7A&'9:/6?":/6'
01'7A&'?"77"%'"R'%M'R:7A&/d+'+A"&+j

But how could I be seen at church in my scruffy school-shoes, after 
+7/$77012' :/"$16' 01' 7A&'.:0/' "R'.:7&17O#&:7A&/'.$%.+'%M' +0+7&/' :16' *'A:6'
?&&1'+A:/012j'TA"$2A'A&/'+A"&+'G&/&'7G"'+0Z&+'7""'?02'R"/'%M'R&&7='8"M9&'
would stuff the toes with paper and cotton to make them fit, and I looked 
"#6&/'7A:1'%M'&#&<&1'M&:/+=' 01'7A"+&'?&:$70R$#='+A01M'+A"&+='G07A'7A&'A:#RO
A&&#+':16'7G"'/A01&+7"1&O?"G+'9#0..&6'7"'7A&'R/"17'/0%+S

N07A"$7' 017&16012' 7"='%M'%"7A&/' A:6' +$..#0&6'%&'G07A' :' .#:1l' *1' :'
flash, I put the school shoes on and dashed to the church. I would wear the 
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+A"&+'7"'7A&'&62&'"R'7A&'9A$/9AM:/6='/&%"<&'7A&%'GA&1'*'2"7'7A&/&=':16'A06&'
7A&%'01'7A&'?:.70+%:#'.""#='GA09A'G"$#6'?&'6/M'7A:7'-$16:MS

L$7'GA&1'*'7/0&6'7"'&17&/'9A$/9A='"1&'"R'7A&'6&:9"1+'G:+'7A&/&S
fH&Mnl'H"#6'"1='7A&/&='6:$2A7&/l'NA&/&'M"$'7A01@'M"$'2"012j'NA&/&'

your shoes at? You can’t come in here with your feet naked like that! Go back 
A"%&':16'2&7'M"$/'+A"&+lg

fN0##'M"$'9:##'-0+7&/'\$011'R"/'%&njg'*'.#&:6&6S
f-0+7&/'\$011'?$+MSSSg
NA&1'*'A&:/6'7A&'.0:1"'+7/0@012'$.'7A&'9A"/6+'7"'%M'+"12=':16'D"Z&##:d+'

<"09&'+012012'07='*'9:##&6'"$7='f-0+7&/'\$011='*d%'A&/&l';"%&'2&7'%&l'*'@1"G'
7A&'+"12='h$+7'#0@&'G&'./:9709&6'07lg

TA&'6&:9"1'2"7'60+7/:97&6'%"%&17:/0#M=':16'*' 7/0&6' 7"'6:+A'.:+7'A0%S'
L$7'A0+'#"12':/%+'/".&6'%&'$.'01'"1&'[$09@':970"1':16'+&7'%&'?:9@'"$7+06&'
7A&'6""/S'

“Now, look-a here, daughter! You can’t get past me! I done told you, you 
9:1d7'9"%&'01'A&/&'G07A"$7'1"'+A"&+lg

fNA:7d+'2"012'"1'"$7'A&/&jg'-0+7&/'\$011'A:6'A&:/6'%&':16'A:6'9"%&'
7"'7A&'6""/S

fI""@O:'A&/&'A"G'7A0+'20/#'7/M012'7"'9"%&'01'7A0+'9A$/9Anlg
fC#&:+&='-0+7&/'\$011l'8$+7'#&7'%&'7:#@'7"'M"$lg
fNA:7d+'7A&'%:77&/='K660&j'NA:7'A:..&1&6jg
f*'G:11:'7&##'M"$'7A&'7/$7A='-0+7&/'\$011S'8$+7'#&7'%&'7:#@'7"'M"$':16'7&##'

M"$'7A&'7/$7Alg
fN&##=' :##' /02A7=' K660&l' JR' 9"$/+&=' M"$' 9:1' 7&##'%&' 7A&' 7/$7Al' B&:9"1'

L/M:17='G0##'M"$'.#&:+&'2"'2&7'C:+7"/'R"/'%&jg
-0+7&/'\$011'#0+7&1&6':+'*'7"#6'A&/'GA:7'A:..&1&6':16'?&22&6'A&/'1"7'7"'

7&##'C:+7"/'*d6'A06'%M'+A"&+'01'7A&'?:.70+%:#'.""#S'-$66&1#M='B&:9"1'L/M:17'
/&:..&:/&6':16'A&:6&6' 7"G:/6'$+=' 9A&9@012'"<&/'A0+' +A"$#6&/':+' 0R'?&012'
.$/+$&6S'

fE"'"1'$.'01'7A&'9A"0/='K660&S'*d##'?&'/02A7'7A&/&=g'+:06'-0+7&/'\$011S
K+' *'A$//0&6' 7"' 7A&'9A"0/' #"R7='B&:9"1'L/M:17'GA0+.&/&6'+"%&7A012' 7"'

Sister Quinn. In a conspiratorial voice, “Now, Sister Quinn, may God forgive 
%&='?$7'0R'*'A:6O:'7"#6'C:+7"/'M"$'h$+7'G:17&6'7"'+&&'A0%':?"$7'+"%&7A012='
M"$'@1"G'A&'G"$#6O:'7""@'A0+'"G1='+G&&7'70%&':?"$7'9"%012S'-"='*'7"#6'A0%'
7A&/&'G:+':nJ".+='2"77:'2"lg

Deacon Bryant broke off abruptly and darted to his post. Presently, 
C:+7"/'\$011' &17&/&6=' A0+' &M&+' &:2&/' :16' &U.&97:17=' ?&:%012' :/"$16' 7A&'
9A$/9A'#0@&'+&:/9A#02A7+S'fNA&/&'7A&'1:@&6'20/#':7jg'

f*'@1"G='h$+7'9:#%'6"G1'?&R"/&'M"$'2&7'M"$/'./&++$/&'$.ng
“Now, Howard, calm down. Ain’t no naked girl in here!”
fL$7'B&:9"1'L/M:17'h$+7'7"#6'%&ng'
TA&1=' 01'A&/'[$0&7'<"09&='-0+7&/'\$011'7"#6'A&/'A$+?:16'7A&'+7"/MS'Q.'

01'7A&'9A"0/'#"R7='%M'9A"0/%:7&+'G&/&'/&#0&<&6'7"'+&&'%&='&<&1'D"Z&##:='R"/='
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7A"$2A'+A&'A:6':'#"<&#M'<"09&='+A&'A:6'1"7'?"7A&/&6'7"'#&:/1'7A&'+"12='+"'+$/&'
G:+'+A&'7A:7'*'G"$#6'?&'+012012'07S'TA&1='+"%&"1&'+."77&6'%M'?:/&'R&&7':16'
the whole choir took off with a story of their own making, which I made no 
effort to correct.

fJ""='K660&l'-"%&?"6M'7""@'M"$/'./&77M'+A"&+jg
fNA:7j'K660&'2"7'/"??&6jg
fJ""='+"%&?"6M'/"??&6'K660&':16'7""@'A&/'./&77M'+A"&+='Md:##lg
f-"%&?"6M' /"??&6' %M' :$170&' "1&' 6:M' :16' 7""@' A&/' +A"&+' :16' A&/'

>$++0:1'9A019A0##:'9":7lg
fTA:7d+'GAM'%M'%:%:'6"1d7'#&7'%&'G&:/'%M'2""6'7A012+'1"GA&/&='$1#&++'

%M'6:66M'"/'%M'?02'?/"7A&/'?&'G07A'%&lg
P/"%'7A&'9A"0/'#"R7='7A"$2A'*'9"$#61d7'A&:/'7A&'&U9A:12&'?&7G&&1'C:+7"/'

:16'-0+7&/'\$011=' 7A&0/'2&+7$/&+'%0%&6'7A&'+7"/MV'C:+7"/d+'A&:6'+A""@':1'
emphatic “No!” With Sister Quinn still pressing him, he walked away and 
A&:6&6'7"G:/6'A0+'+7$6MS'TA:7d+'GA&1'*'+7:/7&6'%M'+"12='6&#0?&/:7&#M':#7&/012'
7A&'G"/6+='7"'7&##'7A&'+7"/M'"R':'+A"&#&++'8&+$+S

TA&'-"1'"R'D:1
NA"'G:#@&6'01'E:#0#&&
TA&'-"1'"R'D:1='A:6'1"'+A"&+'"1';:#<:/MS

TA&'-"1'"R'D:1'G:+'6&+.0+&6'#0@&'M"$':16'%&
K16'7A&'-"1'"R'D:1'G0##'9"%&':2:01=
K16':'9A0#6'+A:##'7:@&'7A&'#&:6l
-:06'7A&'D:1'"R'E:#0#&&n

L&R"/&'C:+7"/'9"$#6'R$##M'&U07'7A&'+:197$:/M='%M'+"12'@&.7'6/:G012'A0%'
back, to listen. At last, I saw him give Sister Quinn a sign, with a little flick 
"R'A0+'A:16':16':'1"6=':16'+A&'+021&6'7"'$+'01'7A&'9A"0/='7"'#&7'%&'@1"G'*d6'
2"77&1'%M'+"12'?:9@S

K7'7A&'+&/<09&='*'9"$#6'+&&'%M'%"7A&/':16'R:7A&/'01'7A&'.&G+='7A&0/'R:9&+'
?&:%012'G07A'./06&':+'7A&'9"12/&2:70"1':..#:$6&6'%&='01'A02A'+.0/07l'KR7&/'
9A$/9A=' *' 2"7'@0++&6':16' +[$&&Z&6':16'%:+A&6':16'A$22&6S'L$7='?&R"/&' *'
9"$#6'/&:9A'7A&'?:.70+%:#'.""#'7"'/&7/0&<&'%M'+A"&+='%M'R:7A&/'+."77&6'%M'
R&&7S

“Where your shoes at, Addie Pearl? Your mama let you out the house 
#0@&'7A0+jg

“Naw, Benjamin, she wore her shoes. Sister Quinn say they in the 
?:.70Z012'.""#Sg

fL:.70Z012'.""#j'NA:7'7A&M'6"012'01'7A&/&jg
f*'/&9@"1'7A&M'2&77012'?:.70Z&6Sg
NA&1'*'/&:..&:/&6'G&:/012'7A&'+A"&+='%M'R:7A&/'#""@&6':7'7A&%=':+'0R'

seeing them for the first time, and turned away in shame. The image of my 
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R:7A&/=' +7:16012' 01' 7A&'9A$/9AM:/6='9#$79A012'A0+'A:7':16'9"1+90"$+'"R' 7A&'
&M&+'"1'A0%='G0##'?&'G07A'%&'R"/&<&/l

f>$1'"1'A"%&='K660&=g'%M'%"7A&/'+:06='f:16'7&##'M"$/'+0+7&/'7"'.$7'7A&%'
2/&&1+'"1S'-A&'?&77&/'?&'7A&/&='7""l'K16'7&##'A&/'*'+:06'+A&'?&7d1"7'7$/1'7A:7'
fire up too high and burn them greens, like she did last time! Me and your 
6:66Md##'?&'A"%&'60/&97#Mlg

NA&1'*'/&:9A&6'A"%&='7A&/&'+A&'G:+S
*'+7"..&6'A&/'?&R"/&'+A&'9"$#6'&U.#:01S'fB"1d7'7:#@'7"'%&lg
fK660&='6"1d7'?&'%:6':7'%&SSSg
f*'A:6'7"'+012'?:/&R""7&6n*'G:+1d7'2"11:'+012'01'7A&+&'"#6='$2#M'+A"&+S'

-0+7&/'\$011'A:6'2:<&'%M'+"12'7"'D"Z&##:'-./022+=':16'C:+7"/':#%"+7'6061d7'
#&7'%&'+012lg

fK660&='*'6061d7'2"'7"'6"'07='?$7SSSg
“You knew I had the solo this morning! What shoes did you think I 

G"$#6'+012'01jg
f-&&='K660&='P/07Z'0+'A"%&'"1'R$/#"$2AS'*'6061d7'@1"G'A&'G:+'2"11:'?&':7'

9A$/9A':16SSSg
fB:66M' 2"11:' +:M' A&d+' 7""' "#6' R"/' M"$=' :1MG:Ml'TA:7d+'GAM' M"$' :01d7'

?/"$2A7'A0%'A"%&Sg
f8$+7'A$+A':?"$7'07='K660&l'*d##'%:@&'07'$.'7"'M"$l'*d##'#&7'M"$'@&&.'G&:/012'

%M'+A"&+ng
“Yeah, until Fritz come home on furlough! I don’t have to keep your 

+&9/&7'1"'%"/&Sg
fNA:7'M"$'%&:1njg
fB:66Md+'2"11:'?$M'%&'+"%&'1&G'+A"&+lg'
L"7A' 7A&' :?+$/607M' "R' 7A&' 06&:=' :16' 7A&' #:$2A7&/=' +7/$9@'%M' +0+7&/' :7'

7A&'+:%&'70%&l'-A&'#:$2A&6l'K7'%&j'J/':7'7A&'06&:'"R'%M'R:7A&/'?$M012'%&'
shoes!? She treated what I’d said as a joke! That’s what made me want to fix 
A&/l

-&&='*'9"$#6'6"'%"/&'7A:1'h$+7'+012S'*'9"$#6'%0%09'7A&'<"09&'"R':1M"1&'01'
7A&'1&02A?"/A""6S

DM'+.&90:#7M'G:+'7A&'"1&'G&':##'9:##&6'E/:<&#'E&/70&=' 7A&'"#6'G016"GO
raising conjure-woman! My sister Joyce was so filled with superstitions, she 
?&#0&<&6'E&/70&'A:6'A&U012'."G&/+S

NA&1&<&/'7A&'"#6'G"%:1'G"$#6'+7".'?M'7"'<0+07'"$/'%"7A&/='8"M9&'G"$#6'
7"++':'?02'.:1'"R'60+AG:7&/'"<&/'7A&'.:7A'7A&'G"%:1'A:6'7:@&1='7"'1&$7/:#0Z&'
7A&'A&U012'+.0/07S

-"='GA&1'+A&'A&:/6'%M'E/:<&#'E&/70&'0%.&/+"1:70"1='+A&'#&R7'7A&'@079A&1'
:16'A$//0&6' 7"' 01<&+702:7&=' A&/' &M&+'G06&'G07A' R&:/S'K16' 7A&/&' *'G:+=' 7G"'
forked-fingers cocked and curse-ready, to scare the doo-doo out of her…turn 
A&/'017"':'.0##:/'"R'+:#7='#0@&'I"7d+'G0R&l

But, when I saw her, with sweat formed on her brow, a flood of %&%"/0&+'
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9:%&' ?:9@=' :##' +7/$12O7"2&7A&/' #0@&' :' %"<0&O/&&#V' "R' 8"M9&' D:/0&=' :7' 7A&'
0/"1012' ?":/6=' 0/"1012' %M' +9A""#O' .01:R"/&+=' GA09A' +A&' A:6' /01+&6' 01'
Faultless Starch to make the ruffles stand up, like no other girl’s pinafore; 
"R'8"M9&'D:/0&='A&#.012'%&'G07A'%M'A"%&G"/@'?&9:$+&'6:66M'9"$#61d7'&<&1'
/&:6':16'%:%:'G:+':7'G"/@Y'"R'8"M9&'D:/0&='A&/'2&17#&'A:16+'9"%?012':16'
?/:06012'%M'A:0/=' ?&012' 9:/&R$#' 1"7' 7"' .$##'%M' +9:#.' 7""' 702A7#MY' "R' 8"M9&'
D:/0&='+7:16012'"1'70.7"&+':16'+7/&79A012'A&/'A&:6'A02A':?"<&'"7A&/+'01'7A&'
9/"G6&6'+9A""#M:/6='7"'+&&'%&'G/:.'7A&'D:M."#&='GA&1'1"'"1&'&#+&'01'7A&'
R:%0#M'9:%&S'

Overcome with shame and ingratitude, I lowered my offending arm.
fK660&='GA:7'M"$'9:##'M"$/+&#R'01'A&/&'6"012jg
*'+7:%%&/&6'2$0#70#M='fQAAn$AAn+&&='*'G:+'h$+7'+:M012'7"'%M+&#R='"1&'

6:M='*d%'2"11:'?$M'6:66M'+"%&'1&G'+A"&+=':16'7A&1='*d%'2"11:'?$M'M"$':'
1&G'.:0/'7""='8"M9&'D:/0&Sg

-A&'./"..&6'A&/'A:16+'A02A'$."1'A&/'A0.+='7A&'G:M'%:%:'G"$#6'6"='
:16'2:<&'%&':'@1"G012'#""@S'f-"='M"$'01'A&/&'h$+7'R:/7012':/"$16='GA0#&'*d%'
01'7A:7'A"7'@079A&1lg

“I’m fixing to come help you, Joyce Marie. As soon as I change out-a my 
-$16:M'9#"7A&+='*d%'9"%012'01'7A&'@079A&1'7"'A&#.'M"$Sg

“You don’t look to me like you doing no changing!”
fJ@:M='8"M9&'D:/0&n*d%'2"11:'6"'07lg
fN&##='%:@&'%&'@1"G'07='K660&S'8$+7n%:@&'%&'@1"G'07lg
J1'A&/'G:M'?:9@'017"'7A&'@079A&1='+A&'#0R7&6':'9"/1&/'"R'A&/':./"1':16'

G0.&6'A&/'R:9&S'*'9:1d7'?&'9&/7:01'0R'+A&'G:+'G0.012'+G&:7'R/"%'A&/'?/"G='"/'
7&:/+'R/"%'A&/'&M&+S
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TH5'>5I*5P'T>Q;F

Springfield, Illinois, 1934

5ddie crouched. With his mitt opened wide by splayed fingers, he narrowed 
his eyes to focus on his younger brother. “You better make this one low 

and away. You know what the Babe does with a pitch high and inside.”
*1+7&:6'"R'?$/1012'"1&'017"'5660&d+'2#"<&='L$66M'#&7'A0+':/%'6/".S'TA&'

?:##'R&##'7"'A0+'R&&7=':16'A&'9/$%?#&6'R"/G:/6='A0+'G0/&OR/:%&'2#:++&+'."..012'
off as the side of his face hit the ground and his slackened mouth filled with 
6$+7M'+"0#S'5660&'/$+A&6'7"'7$/1'A0%'"17"'A0+'?:9@S

L$66M'".&1&6'A0+'&M&+S'f5660&=':%'*'2"012'7"'60&jg
“Naw, this always happens when you get too hungry. Let’s go inside. It 

+"$16+'#0@&'#$19A'0+'/&:6MSg
TA&' /:.' "R' 9A01:' .#:7&+' "1'G""6' 9:%&' 7A/"$2A' 7A&' ".&1'G016"G+' "R'

7A&0/'A"$+&=':'R"/%&/'9A09@&1'9"".S'TA&'GA07&='+#:17O/""R&6'+7/$97$/&'"19&'
A"$+&6'"<&/':'A$16/&6'A&1+S'TA&'?"M+d'R:7A&/='>:#.A='A:6'?"$2A7'7A&'#"7':16'
9"".'$+012'+&77#&%&17'%"1&M'R/"%':1':9906&17S'J1&'&<&1012'A&'G:+'G:#@012'
A"%&'R/"%':'7:<&/1':16'+7&..&6'017"':'+7"/%'6/:01'GA"+&'2/:7&'G:+'%0++012='
?/&:@012'A0+'#&2=':1'01h$/M'1"7'M&7'R$##M'A&:#&6S'TA&'907M'?#:%&6'07'"1'7A&R7'
?M'+9/:.O%&7:#'+9:<&12&/+'?$7':99&.7&6'/&+."1+0?0#07M'GA&1'A&'7A/&:7&1&6'
7"'+$&S'TA&'&607"/'"R':'#"9:#'1&G+.:.&/'+:G'+:#&+'."7&170:#'01'.#:M012'$.'7A&'
&.0+"6&':+':'+9:16:#S'TA&'/&+$#7012'A$??$?='9"$.#&6'G07A'>:#.Ad+'A:1609:.='
@&.7'A0%'%"+7#M'A"%&?"$16'1"GS

J19&'7A&'9"".'A:6'?&&1'%$9@&6'"$7='>:#.A'.$7':'%:77/&++'01'"1&'9"/1&/'
R"/'7A&'?"M+':16':1"7A&/'01'7A&'".."+07&'9"/1&/'R"/'A0%+&#R':16'A0+'G0R&='G07A'
a bed sheet hung on a rope for privacy. A table filled the third corner, and in 
7A&'#:+7='A&'+&7'$.':'G""6O?$/1012'+7"<&':16'?:+01S

K+'7A&'?"M+'A"??#&6'7"G:/6'7A&'"1#M'6""/'"R'7A&0/'A"$+&='5660&'@09@&6'
:1'"/:12&'9/:7&'"$7'"R' 7A&0/'G:MS'f*'G0+A'7A:7'+70##'A:6'"/:12&+' 01' 07=g'+:06'
L$66MS

ooo
TA&'%:01'R&:7$/&'"R'#$19A'G:+'?/&:6S'J1':'G""6&1'9$77012'?":/6':7'7A&'

9&17&/'"R'7A&'7:?#&'/&+7&6':'A:#R'#":R'"R'GA"#&O2/:01'/M&='7A&'+:701M'7&U7$/&'"R'
07+'9/$+7M'9"<&/012'/&<&:#&6'?M'+$1#02A7'R/"%':'1&:/?M'G016"G':16'07+'9A&GM'
interior flecked with caraway seeds and rye kernels. Though the bread was 
1"'#"12&/'G:/%='7A&'+02A7'"R'07'7/022&/&6'%&%"/0&+'"R'7A&'7":+7M':/"%:'7A:7'
A:6'&1<&#".&6'7A&'?"M+':16'7A&0/'%"7A&/':7':'1&:/?M'?:@&/M'7A&'6:M'?&R"/&S
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-A&' +#09&6' 7A&' ?/&:6' 9:/&R$##M' G07A' :1' &:+M' /"9@012'%"70"1' :16' 7A&1'
+#:7A&/&6'&:9A'.0&9&'G07A'+"R7&1&6'?$77&/'R/"%':'+7"1&G:/&'?$77&/'?&##S'K+'
5660&'A&#6'$.'A0+'.0&9&'R"/':'?07&='07'+:22&6'R/"%'7A&'G&02A7'"R'07+'7"..012S'
L$66M'#:$2A&6='7A&1'6"G1&6'7A&'#:+7'%"/+&#'"R'A0+'+#09&':16'#""@&6'?#:1@#M'
:7'5660&S

fB:6=g'+:06'5660&='fL$66Md+'+70##'A$12/MSg
fTA:7d+':##'G&'2"7S'H&'9:1'G:07'$170#'+$..&/Sg'>:#.A'/&:9A&6'R"/'%"/&'

?$77&/S
H".012' L$66M' G"$#61d7' A&:/' A0+' 2/$%?#012' +7"%:9A=' 5660&' [$09@#M'

A:16&6'A0%'7A&'/&+7'"R'A0+'+#09&'$16&/'7A&'7:?#&S
fTA&'/&#0&R' 7/$9@'G0##'?&' 01' R/"17'"R' 7A&'KkC'7"%"//"G'%"/1012=g'+:06'

>:#.AS'f*'G:17'M"$'?"M+'7"'2&7'7A&/&'&:/#MS'T:@&'GA:7&<&/'7A&M'A:<&S'N&'A:<&'
7"'+7:/7'9$77012'?:9@Sg

L"7A' ?"M+' #""@&6' $.=' G06&O&M&6=' :7' 7A&0/'%"7A&/S' fN&' A:<&' 7"'%:@&'
7A012+'#:+7=g'+A&'+:06S'f*7d+'h$+7'$170#'1&U7'+$%%&/'GA&1'G&d##'A:<&':'2:/6&1S'
Now, you ask the man for a sack. We don’t have any. And, Eddie, I want you 
to be careful. Your horoscope says to watch out for unexpected things. It says 
+"'/02A7'01'7A&'.:.&/Sg

fJ@:M='D"%=g'+:06'5660&S'H&'6061d7'?"7A&/'&U.#:01012':2:01'7A:7'7A&/&'
G&/&'1"'+:9@+'7"'?&'A:6':7'7A&'7/$9@S'TA&'#:+7'70%&'7A&'?"M+'#&R7'A"%&'G07A"$7'
:'+:9@='"1':'?#:Z012':R7&/1""1'01'8$#M='7A&M'G&/&1d7':?#&'7"'9://M':##'"R'7A&0/'
R""6' :##"7%&17S' TA&' +02A7' "R' 7A&%' /&7$/1012' G07A' +9:17' ./"<0+0"1+' A:6'
?/"$2A7'7A&0/'%"7A&/'7"'7&:/+S'N"/+&=':1':12/M'>:#.A'A:6'+&17'7A&%'7"'?&6'
G07A"$7'+$..&/S

KR7&/'#$19A='7A&'?"M+'G:#@&6'7"'7A&'/&:/'"R'7A&'G&&6M'<:9:17'#"7'1&U7'7"'
7A&0/+S'*7'A:6'#"12'?&&1':'G&##+./012'"R'06&:+'R"/'7A&%='./"%.7012'.#:1+'R"/'
everything from a baseball diamond to a launch site for kites. Now it served 
as a source of wheels, easily pulled off the remains of a rusted wagon. The 
boys fitted them to the orange crate, slipping the axles between the wooden 
slats and securing them with twine. “Now we won’t have to carry the food,” 
+:06'5660&S'fD"%'7A01@+'7A&M'A:<&'+:9@+':7'7A&'7/$9@='?$7'7A&M'6"1d7Sg

ooo
TA&' 1&U7' %"/1012' 7A&' ?"M+' A&:6&6' "$7=' G07A' 5660&' .$##012' 7A&0/'

%:@&+A0R7'G:2"1'?M':'+A"/7'/".&S
fN&'+A"$#6'A:<&'#&R7'&:/#0&/=g'+:06'5660&'GA&1'A&'+:G'7A&'#01&'R"/'7A&'

/&#0&R'7/$9@S
TA&'+:%&'%&1'60+.&/+&6'R""6'R/"%'7A&'7/$9@'&<&/M'G&&@S'J1'7A&'2/"$16'

G:+'H:/<&M='G07A':'R:9&'#0@&':'+#09&'"R'A:%':16':'?""%012'<"09&'A&:/6'R"/'
?#"9@+S' TA&' 9:??:2&+' :16' ?&&R+7&:@' 7"%:7"&+' A&' A:16&6' "$7' #""@&6' 701M'
01'R/"17'"R'A0+' 7"/+"=':'%:++'+"'&M&O."..012' 01'20/7A'7A:7'.&".#&'%:/<&#&6'
:7'A0+':?0#07M'7"'?:#:19&'07'"1'7G"'./"+7A&709'#&2+S'5<&/M"1&'@1&G'A&d6'?&&1'



_,

fitted with them after returning from the Great War. Everyone also knew 
7A:7=' 6&+.07&' A0+' $1/&+7/:01&6' .&/+"1:#07M=' A&' 7""@' A0+' .$?#09' +&/<09&' <&/M'
+&/0"$+#MS

*1+06&'7A&'7/$9@'G:+'/&&6M'5:/#='GA"+&':/%+'%"<&6':+'7A"$2A'#:$19A&6'
G07A'+./012+':+'A&'A:16&6'07&%+'7"'H:/<&MS'L&+06&+'7A&'<&2&7:?#&+='7"6:Md+'
food stock included bread, flour, ground coffee, and salt pork.

L$66M'7$22&6'5660&d+'+#&&<&S'fNAM'9:1d7'G&'2"'01+06&'7A&'KkC'7"'2&7'"$/'
R""6jg

fTA&'R""6'01'7A&'7/$9@'0+1d7'R/"%'7A&'KkCS'*7d+'R/"%'7A&'2"<&/1%&17Sg
fB"'M"$'7A01@'G&'9:1'2"'01+06&'7A&'KkC'+"%&6:Mjg
f-$/&S'NA&1'B:6d+'#&2'2&7+'?&77&/='A&d##'2&7':'h"?=':16'G&d##'A:<&'%"1&MSg
f;"/1'"1'7A&'9"?Sg
fNA:7jg
fTA:7d+'GA:7'*'G:17'GA&1'G&'2&7'7"'2"'01+06&'7A&'KkCSg
“Yeah, I want that too.”
TA&M'#""@&6':7'&:9A'"7A&/':16'#:$2A&6S
NA&1'7A&0/'7$/1'9:%&='H:/<&M'#":6&6'7A&0/'G:2"1='.#:9012'7A&'%:/?#&6'

."/@'"1'7".S'fTA:7d+'%&:7=g'GA0+.&/&6'5660&'7"'L$66M='GA"'#09@&6'A0+'#0.+S
TA&'?"M+'A:6'+9:/9&#M'+7:/7&6'7A&0/'G:#@'A"%&'GA&1'L$66M'A&#6'$.'7A&0/'

#":R'"R'?/&:6S'fTA&M'2:<&'$+':'#077#&'"1&lg'H&'7A/&G'07'?:9@'017"'7A&'G:2"1S
5660&'2#:19&6':/"$16S'f;"%&'G07A'%&Sg
TA&'7G"':../":9A&6':'6&1+&'#:$/&#'A&62&S'5660&'.:/7&6'+"%&'?/:19A&+'

and began stuffing their food deeply within it.
f-7".lg'M&##&6'L$66MS'fTA:7d+'"$/'R""6lg
fB"1d7'G"//MS'N&d##' 9"%&'?:9@' R"/' 07S'P0/+7='G&d/&'2"012' 7"'2&7'?:9@' 01'

#01&Sg
f;:1'G&'6"'7A:7jg
“There’s only one way to find out.”
N07A' 7A&0/' 9:9A&' +[$0//&#&6' :G:M=' 7A&' ?"M+' A$//0&6' ?:9@' 7"' h"01' 7A&'

6G016#012'#01&':7'7A&'/&#0&R'7/$9@S'fB"1d7'+:M':1M7A012':16'@&&.'M"$/'A&:6'
6"G1=g'+:06'5660&S

-""1'7A&/&'G:+'h$+7':'7:##'%:1'G&:/012':'/$%.#&6'R&6"/:':A&:6'"R'7A&%S'
H&'A:16&6'A0+'?$/#:.'+:9@'7"'H:/<&M='GA"'A&#6':'A&:6'"R'9:??:2&':?"<&'07'
:16'7A&1'.:$+&6S'f*d%'+$/./0+&6'7"'+&&'M"$'A&/&=';#:/&19&Sg

fNAMjg
fK'R&##:'7"#6'%&'7A&'.#:17'9:##&6'?:9@'7G&17M'%&1S'TA&Md<&'2"7':'R&6&/:#'

9"17/:97':16eg
“But not pipefitters. No, no. They didn’t call back any pipefitters.”
“Oh, that’s right. You’re a pipefitter. They didn’t call any back?”
“Not a one. If they call me back, I sure won’t be in this line. No, sir.”
fE#:6'7"'A&:/'7A:7=';#:/&19&S'TA&/&d+'"1#M'+"'%$9A'7"'2"':/"$16Sg'H:/<&M'

proceeded to fill the sack.
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The two men shook hands, and finally, it was the boys’ turn. With their 
faces still downcast, they shuffled forward. Harvey lifted Eddie’s chin with 
his fingers. “You two again? Where did you get the idea that you could—” 
5:/#'M:1@&6'H:/<&Md+'+#&&<&':16'+:06'+"%&7A012'017"'A0+'&:/S

f*'@1"G=g'H:/<&M'GA0+.&/&6'?:9@='f?$7'G&'9"$#6'/$1'"$7Sg
fN&' G"1d7S' *d<&' 9"$17&6' A&:6+S' K/&' M"$' 2"11:' +:M' 1"' 7"' :' @06' 01'

%0+%:79A&6'+A"&+':16':'/0..&6';$?+'9:.jg
After a quick eye-roll and drop of his chin, Harvey announced, “You boys 

:/&'01'#$9@S'DM'.:/71&/'A&/&'A:+':'+"R7'A&:/7':16':'%$+AM'?/:01S'*'2$&++'*d%'
G"/@012'G07A'P/:1@#01'>""+&<&#7Sg

f*+'A&'7A&'./&+06&17jg':+@&6'L$66MS
fN&'2"77:':+@'D"%'7"'9#&:1'M"$/'2#:++&+=g'+:06'5660&S
L$66M'7$22&6'H:/<&Md+'.:17'#&2S'fD0+7&/='6"&+'7A:7'%&:1'G&'9:1'A:<&'

+"%&'R""6jg
“Not so fast,” said Harvey. “Do you boys go to school?”
f*'6"=g'+:06'5660&S
“You should know this, then. What’s the capital of Illinois?”
“Aw, it’s right here! Springfield!”
fN&'A:<&':'G011&/='5:/#l'D:@&'G:M='?"M+='+"'*'9:1'#":6'$.'M"$/'9A:/0"7Sg
J1'7A&0/'G:#@'A"%&='L$66M':+@&6'5660&='f;:1'G&'2&7' 7A0+'%$9A'R""6'

&<&/M'G&&@jg
f*'7A01@'+"S'*d%'./&77M'+$/&'7A&'%:1'01'7A&'7/$9@'0+':';$?+'R:1S'*':#+"'@016'

"R'7A01@'A&d+':'-9"/.0"='#0@&'%&Sg
fNA:7d+':'-9"/.0"jg
fTA:7d+'h$+7'+"%&?"6M'GA"'6"&+'7A&'/02A7'7A012'&<&1'GA&1'07d+':2:01+7'

7A&'/$#&+Sg
ooo

fB:6lg'5660&'+A"$7&6'GA&1'7A&M'/&:9A&6'A"%&S'fN&d/&'?:9@lg
fNA&/&'7A&'A&##'A:<&'M"$'?&&1jg'>:#.A'M&##&6':+'A&'+7&..&6'"$7+06&S'TA&'

?"M+'+7""6'%$7&'1&U7'7"'7A&'G:2"1='GA09A'G:+'#:6&1'G07A'6"$?#&'7A&'$+$:#'
/:70"1+=' 07+'+06&+'?"G&6'"$7G:/6':16'7A/&:7&1012' 7"'+.#07S' fE""6' #"/6='606'
M"$'2&7':##'7A:7'R/"%'7A&'7/$9@jg

“Yeah, Dad. They had lots of food today.”
f>&:##Mjg
fT&##' M:' GA:7=g' +:06' >:#.A=' /&:9A012' 017"' A0+' ."9@&7' :16' A"#6012' "$7'

+"%&'9"01+S'fH&:6'?:9@'7"'7A&'KkC='2"'01+06&':16'2&7'GA:7&<&/'M"$'G:17Sg
5660&'#""@&6':7'L$66M='GA"+&'&M&+'+%0#&6'?:9@'7A/"$2A'6$+7M'#&1+&+S
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COLE CHAMBERLAIN

MY ROBE

*'flare up. Hives, sweats, fits, it doesn’t take much. I take Benadryl when 
my skin flares, benzos when it’s my head. If I time it right, the day is easy, 

A079AO#&++=':16'R"/2&77:?#&S
J/&"'0+'?"$19012':16'+1"/7012':7'%M':1@#&+=':+@012'R"/':'.:7'7A:7'G"$#6'

send my skin into hours of fits. I stroke her with my foot, the fabric of my 
/"?&'./"7&97012'%&S'*'@1"G'07d+'01'%M'A&:6='G&'6061d7':97$:##M'7"$9A='?$7'*'
9:1'R&&#'%M'R""7' 079A012'GA0#&'*'%:@&'?/&:@R:+7e"/' #$19AS'*7' 0+'"1&'01'7A&'
:R7&/1""1S

*'&:7'%M'&22+=':16'7A&'6""/?&##'/012+S'J/&"'/$1+'7"'7A&'R/"17'6""/='?:/@012='
sending particles of hair and dander through the air, waiting to find my skin. 
Yoke spills onto my robe as I shout for Oreo to shut up. It’s a delivery. I don’t 
/&%&%?&/'GA:7'*'"/6&/&6S

The bell rings again, and Oreo flips herself over in her excitement. No 
one rings twice. No one. It must be two deliveries back to back. Yes, UPS and 
P&65US'K'?0Z://&'9"01906&19&='?$7'7A:7'%$+7'?&'07S'

TA&'?&##'20<&+':'7A0/6'6012'?&R"/&'+A/0##'/012012'9"%&+'R/"%'7A&'?&6/""%e
%M'9&##'.A"1&S'*'/&%&%?&/'1"GS'*'@1"G'GA"'0+':7'7A&'6""/S

*'+$9@'&22'M"#@'R/"%'%M'+#&&<&':16'/&70&'7A&'/"?&d+'@1"7S'NAM'6"'*'#&7'
%M+&#R'R"/2&7j'NA&1'*'".&1'7A&'6""/='J/&"'#$12&+':7'A0+':1@#&+S'H&'+9"".+'
A&/'$.S

fJA='A"1&M=g'N0##0:%'+:M+='7A&'6"2'+[$0/%012'01'A0+':/%+S
fN0##Sg
f;#:$60:Sg'N0##0:%'2/01+S'H&1/Md+':#0%"1M'.:06'R"/'7A"+&'7&&7AS'*'$+A&/'

A0%'01='R&&#012'7A&'/"?&'6:19&':/"$16'%M'?:/&'#&2+':+'G&'+7&.'7A/"$2A'7A&'
A:##S

“I can put the fire on. I can. It’s cool in here.”
f*7'R&&#+'#"<&#M=g'N0##0:%'+:M+='+&77012'J/&"'6"G1S'*'+.M'6$+7'?$110&+'01'

7A&'9"/1&/S'H&'1"709&+S'fB06'*'9"%&':7':'?:6'70%&jg
“Oh, no. No, it’s perfect. Can I make you breakfast?”
N0##0:%'0+'7A0/7MO"1&S'TA/&&'M&:/+'M"$12&/'7A:1'A0+'R:7A&/'G:+'GA&1'G&'

first met. They look so much alike, though Henry always disagreed.
“Strange boy. Strange boy,” he had said. “His eyes are so wide set. You 

@1"G'GA:7'7A:7'%&:1+Sg'*'6061d7S'*'G:+'h$+7':'@06'GA&1'*'%&7'H&1/MS'TG&17M'
0+':'9A0#6S

*' 9""@' R"/' N0##0:%=' :16' A&' .$77&/+' :/"$16' 7A&' A"$+&=' 1"709012' #077#&'
changes. New floor here, new picture there. His footfalls send dust floating. 
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NA&/&'0+'A&'+#&&.012'7A0+'G&&@&16j
f*' #"<&' ?/&:@R:+7' 01' 7A&' &<&1012=g' A&' +:M+=' A0+' ?/":6' 7&&7A' :#%"+7'

offensively white as he bites into his biscuits. The evening?
fDA%Sg
fTA&'$.+7:0/+'9#"+&7d+'GA&/&'B:6'@&.7'A0+'7A012+jg
fJA='1"S'H&1/M'9"$#61d7'%:@&'7A&'+7:0/+S'N&'%"<&6'07':##'6"G1'A&/&Sg
“I figured.” He slips Oreo a shard of burnt bacon. “I’m sorry. She’s just—

g'J/&"'+1"/7+':'7A:1@'M"$S
H&1/M' :6"/&6' J/&"S' -A&d+' #"+7' :77&170"1' :16' G&02A7' 01' 7A&' #:+7' R&G'

%"17A+S'*'G"16&/'0R'A&/'701M'?/:01'9"$#6'%0+7:@&'N0##0:%':16'A0+'#&R7"<&/+'
R"/'H&1/MS'*7'G"$#6'?&'+"'&:+M'7"'./&7&16S'

*'6"'7A&'60+A&+S'DM'/"?&'+#&&<&+'@&&.'+#0..012' 017"'7A&'A"7'G:7&/S' *d%'
dripping by the time we pad off to Henry’s closet.

“None of it will fit you.”
fK/&1d7'G&'7A&'+:%&eg
“No, he got fat.”
f*'9"$#6'2&7'07'7:0#"/&6Sg
“No way. Not this.” I start listing and mispronouncing fabrics. Luxurious 

fabrics. No tailor, especially around here, could touch something so exquisite. 
fB"'M"$'R&&#'7A0+j'>&:##M'R&&#'07=g'*'+:M='01+7:17#M'/&2/&77012'07S'N0##d+'A:16+'"1'
7A&'R:?/09'#""@'7""'R:%0#0:/S'

f*7'0+'?&:$70R$#Sg
fH&'G"/&'7A:7'7"'M"$/'2/:16.:d+'R$1&/:#=g'*'+:MS'*'G"16&/'0R'7A&'%:7&/0:#'

+70##'+%&##+'#0@&'H&1/MS'*d##'9A&9@'"19&'N0##'2"&+'7"'+#&&.S
f>&:##Mjg
fDA%Sg'*'@1&G'N0##'G"$#61d7'/&%&%?&/S'H&'A:6'+7$1@'"R':#9"A"#'&<&1'

6$/012'7A&'+&/<09&S'H&':16'H&1/M'A:6'2"77&1'01':'+9/&:%012'%:79A'01'7A&'
9A$/9A'#"7S'KR7&/='7A&'+A"$#6&/'"R'A0+'h:9@&7'A:6'7"'?&'+7079A&6S'*d%'+$/&'N0##d+'
G:+'9"%.#&7&#M'/$01&6S

*'.$##'7A&'+$07'R/"%'A0%='.&/A:.+'A:/6&/'7A:1'*'1&&6'7"=':16'7A/$+7'07'"17"'
:'A:12&/S'fT""'?02S'N:M'7""'?02Sg

f>02A7Sg
*'."017'"$7':'G""6&1'?"U'A02A'01'7A&'9#"+&7=':16'N0##0:%'.$##+'07'6"G1'

R"/'%&S'*'".&1'07S'H&'2:+.+='2/&&6M'&M&+'6/01@012'01'7A&'9"#"/R$#'1&9@70&+':16'
."9@&7'+[$:/&+S'N0##'.$7+'A0+'A:16'9#"+&'?$7'6"&+1d7'7"$9AS

fH&':#G:M+'+:06'7A&+&'%:6&'7A&'+$07S'T""@'M"$'R/"%'1"'"1&'7"eg
“No one to someone,” I finish. Will’s boney fingers brush a purple pocket 

+[$:/&='"1&'*'?"$2A7'01';A09:2"S'*'+1:.'7A&'?"U'+A$7S'TA&'2/&&6'01'A0+'&M&+'
A:+'<:10+A&6=' /&.#:9&6'?M'+A"9@'"/':99$+:70"1S' *'6"1d7' 9:/&'GA09AS' fC$7' 07'
:G:M=g'*'+:MS'fC$7'07':G:MSg

K7'6011&/='*d%'+A"G&/&6':16'6/&++&6'?&9:$+&'N0##'0+'+70##'A&/&S
H&'@&&.+'/&R$+012'G01&='+"'*'6/01@'07S'*d%'+#"G':16'A"##"GS'N0##'0+'[$09@='



_(

20<012'+A"/7':1+G&/+S'H&'G:17+'7"'#&:<&'%&S
f-70##'6"'7A"+&'$A='&U7/&%&'+."/7+jg
“Yeah.”
“Yeah. Okay, yeah. Finished law school?”
“Years ago.”
“You’re so handsome like your father.” Sometimes I offer something 

+A"9@012'7"'2&7'A0%'7"'#""@':7'%&S'f*'6061d7'%&:1':1M7A012'?M'07Sg
f*'@1"GSg
*'%0++'%M'/"?&S'*'7&##'N0##'7A&'+.:/&'/""%d+'+A&&7+':/&'9#&:1'7A"$2A'*'9:1d7'

/&%&%?&/'7A&'#:+7'70%&'*'9A:12&6'7A&%S'*'+#0.'017"'+0#&19&=':16'A&'#&7+'%&S
-:7$/6:M'9"%&+='?$7'*'6"1d7'1"709&S'*7d+'1""1'?M'7A&'70%&'*d%'"$7'"R'?&6S'

J/&"d+'.0++&6'01'7A&'+A&&7+S'*'/&%&%?&/'GA&1'H&1/M'+7:/7&6'7"S'TA:7'G:+'7A&'
first real sign of trouble. He screamed in my face, said it was me.

*'#&7'J/&"'"$7+06&':16'#""@'R"/'N0##0:%S'H0+'9:/'0+'2"1&='+"'*'/$1'7"'7A&'
?:9@'9#"+&7':16'602S'K'+$07'0+'%0++012e?&:$70R$#'?#:9@'G07A'.01+7/0.&+e"1&'
of the few that fit nicely at the end. I scream and climb on the shelves, trying 
to reach the box of ties and pocket squares. My fingertips send it tumbling, 
colors all raining down around me as I fall flat on my back, half out of the 
".&1'9#"+&7S

f;#:$60:jg
*'GA0.':/"$16':16'G0.&'%M'&M&+S'N0##' 0+' +7:16012' 01' 7A&'A:##'A"#6012'

J/&"S'H&d+'G&:/012'/$11012'9#"7A&+='702A7':16'1&"1S'H&1/M'G:+':'/$11&/S'*R'
*'+[$017='N0##'?&9"%&+':'2A"+7'9#:6'01'+.:16&US

f*'G&17'7"'7A&'"#6'?0@&'7/:0#S'P"/':'/$1S'J/&"'G:+'01'7A&'1&02A?"/d+'M:/6Sg
fTA&'?#:9@'+$07S'TA&'"1&'G07A'.01+7/0.&+S'*7d+'2"1&Sg
“You mean the one you said Dad was buried in?”
fNA:7jg
“Last night. You said he was buried in a back suit with pinstripes.”
H"G'A:6'*'R"/2"77&1j'*'9:1d7'%:@&'"$7'N0##d+'&U./&++0"1S'H&'+&7+'J/&"'

6"G1=' :16' +A&' /$1+' 7"'%&=' +1"/7012' "1'%M' R:9&S' *' R&&#' 7A&' A0<&+' 9"%012='
stumble to my feet. Red pinstripes rise across my skin. I puff and scratch. 
N0##':+@+'0R'*d%':#/02A7='9"%012'G:M'7""'9#"+&=':16'*'R&&#'%M+&#R'+01@'017"'A0%S'
H&d+'+"'2&17#&S'*'A:<&'7"':?:16"1'A0%'R"/'7A&'+A"G&/':16'G:07'7"'R"/2&7':2:01S

fNA:7'606'B:6'@&&.'01'7A&'+:R&jg'N0##':+@+'"<&/'A0+'6011&/S'-70##'1"'G01&S
fNA:7jg
fTA&'+:R&Sg
I tug at my sweater. I thought it would still fit. It’s tight in the stom-
%:9A='GA09A'0+'./"?:?#M'GAM'N0##'@&&.+'+7:/012S'f-"'A"7'01'A&/&S'*eM&+='

we have the safe. Yes. His jewelry and watches.”
f>02A7Sg'N0##'1"6+S'fB06'B:6'A:<&':'G0##jg
“Oh, no. No, I told you months ago.”
“I thought maybe today you’d have a different answer.” His eyes leave 
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the sweater and find my face, which is flaring from the wine. “You’re not 
2"012'7"'#&7'%&'A:<&':1M7A012=':/&'M"$jg

fH&'G"$#61d7'G:17'7A:7=g'*'+:MS'DM'<"09&'+"$16+'R$ZZM='&<&1'7"'%&S'f*'G:+'
2"012'7"'?&'109&S'*'"/6&/&6':'G:79A'h$+7'#0@&'7A&'"1&'R/"%'!&109&'01'34,4Sg

“You were going to say it was his?”
f*7d+'?&77&/'7A:1'GA:7'A&'G"$#6'A:<&'6"1&Sg'
“Yeah, that I believe,” Will says, standing. “I’m heading to bed.” Striding 

off, he looks so tall. He turns and says, “It’s good to be home.” He spits it--
#0@&'A&d+'7/M012'7"'A$/7'%&e?$7'*d%'+"'R:/'?&M"16'A0+'/&:9AS

The kitchen is a mess when I wake. It is getting dark, past five. I slept 
:##'"R'-$16:MS'*'+&:/9A'7A&'A"$+&Y'1"7A012d+'%0++012'&U9&.7'N0##':16'GA:7'
<:#$:?#&+'*'G:+'G0##012'7"'.:/7'G07AS'H&'@&.7'A0+'G"/6='#077#&'N0##='1"7'+"'?:6'
after all. A few pocket squares and a crucifix he misremembered as Henry’s 
R:<"/07&e:'R:0/'7/:6&Y':' #"++'*'9:1'#0<&'G07A='7A"$2A'*'A:<&'7"' #0<&'G07A'7A&'
%&%"/M'"R'7A&'+"$16'"R'#:+7'102A7d+'?&22012S'*'G"16&/'GA&1'*d##'R"/2&7'7A&'
+"$16'"R'%M'<"09&'+7/&:%012' R/"%'%M'%"$7A='?&M"16'%M'9"17/"#=':66012'
07&%+'7"'+G:M'A0%S'N&'2"7'GA:7'G&'G:17&6='?"7A'"R'$+S

Eventually, I find the energy to change my sheets which smell like Oreo’s 
piss and Will’s sweat. His scent is so different than his father’s. I thought it 
G"$#6'?&'7A&'+:%&S

Already missing the warmth of a body, I find my robe, slip into it, and 
R&&#'7A:7'+:%&'"#6'+A:%&'+:M='fN&#9"%&'A"%&Sg
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BARBARA WESTWOOD DIEHL

TNJ'CJ5D-

WINTER PINE REVERSO

C01&
01'G017&/
"#6'602107:/M
./&+06012'"<&/'7A&'2:/6&1d+'
6&%0+&S'>:??07+='+[$0//&#+='G/&1+
:##'2/:M':16'/&+7#&++':+'7A&'+1"GO9A"@&6'+@M=
the sparks of finch and sun alike extinguished,
7A&':./"1+'"R'&<&1012'+A$+A012'7A&'6:Md+'9"%.#:017S

TA&':./"1+'"R'&<&1012'+A$+A012'7A&'6:Md+'9"%.#:017=
the sparks of finch and sun alike extinguished,
:##'2/:M':16'/&+7#&++':+'7A&'+1"GO9A"@&6'+@MS
B&%0+&S'>:??07+='+[$0//&#+='G/&1+=
./&+06012'"<&/'7A&'2:/6&1d+
"#6'602107:/M
01'G017&/=
.01&S
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TO THE PINES

N&'G&/&'6$+7.:11&6'"$7'"R'6""/+
&<&/M'%"/1012='"$7'"R'7A&'A"$+&
"1'L&&9A'K<&1$&='07+'/""%+
"R':19&+7/:#'."/7/:07+='9/M+7:#
6&9:17&/+'R"/'%M'2/:16%"7A&/d+
9/p%&'6&'%&17A&=';A:%?"/6=
7A&'%:06'2:7A&/012':'+A:77&/&6'
South Pacific soundtrack 
:16'"$/'%"7A&/d+'+70#&77"+=
+7"9@012+='017"'A&/':./"1'."9@&7S

N&'/&<&#&6'01'1&2#&97S'N&'/:1
R"/'7A&'#"G'?/:19A012'.01&+
"R'NM%:1'C:/@='6/&G':'."/7/:07
"R'"$/'R:7A&/'GA"'A:6'#&R7=
$1&:/7A&6'A0%'G07A':'.&1@10R&'
01'7A&'60/7='7":+7&6'A0%'G07A'6"##O+0Z&'
80%'L&:%'?"77#&+=':'R&G'6/".+'#&R7
01+06&='?$7'7A&'.01&+'+70##'$./02A7=
1&&6#&+'102A7#M'+G&&.012':##'"R'07
9#&:1='GA0+@?/""%+'01'7A&'G016S'
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MATINA VOSSOU

THREE IN THE ABYSS
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CARINA KOHN

YOU KNOW WHEN IT’S REAL

;HK>K;T5>-V

;K>IV A SHY, JEWISH MAN (EARLY 20S) WHO HAS PLANS TO 
E5T'DK>>*5BePK-TS'

BRIDEZILLA: AN IMPATIENT WOMAN (EARLY 30S) WHO IS IN 
THE MIDDLE OF HER “BRIDEZILLA” MOMENT. 

LINDA: A JADED, NASALLY-SPEAKING, DRIVE-THRU WORKER 
(34-) WITH A SECRET SOFT SPOT FOR ROMANCE. 

THE SETTING: WedMe’s, a drive-thru wedding service. Set and 
props are stripped down to the bare minimum: a stool, a cardboard 
V"0/%&' +*/-' V*R/D&%0' "J' #D5E%&%$' R%2%E&*/*%0' +-*R-' &%V&%0%#/0' /-%'
drive-thru menu. 

T*D5V ,-%'V&%0%#/;'4*$$83;''

LOGLINE: M8&2L0'\D%0/'J"&'/&D%'2")%'*0'R-822%#I%$'+-%#'-%'I"%0'/"'8'
)%&3'D#D0D82'$&*)%'/-&D;

KT' >*-5V WEDME’S, A DRIVE-THRU WEDDING SERVICE.
SPOTLIGHT ON THE MENU SCREEN WHICH, AT FIRST, IS THE 
ONLY VISIBLE THING ONSTAGE. LINDA HOLDS THE SCREEN 
IN FRONT OF HER FACE, STANDING SLIGHTLY OFF-CENTER, 
STAGE LEFT. BESIDE HER IS AN EMPTY STOOL. CARL ENTERS, 
STAGE RIGHT. HE IS CLEAN-SHAVEN AND IS WEARING A SUIT 
WITH ONE OF THE MIDDLE BUTTONS UNDONE, A TACKY 
TIE, AND A YALMULKE. HE HOLDS AN IMAGINARY STEERING 
WHEEL AND TENTATIVELY BEGINS TO PANTOMIME THE 
ACTION OF DRIVING TO THE MENU SCREEN. HE MAKES A CAR 
ENGINE SOUND, WHICH HE THEN INTERRUPTS TO COUGH 
AND CHECK HIS BREATH.  

;K>IV Nope. I can’t!

PUTS HIS CAR IN REVERSE AND SPEEDS BACKWARD.
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BRIDEZILLA ENTERS IN HER CAR, STAGE RIGHT, WEARING 
A POUFY WEDDING DRESS. SHE IS ALSO MAKING AN ENGINE 
NOISE. SHE BEEPS HER HORN OBNOXIOUSLY WHEN SHE 
SEES THAT CARL IS ABOUT TO BACK INTO HER.

CARL STOPS HIS CAR BEFORE THEY CRASH. 

BRIDEZILLA:'H&Ml'N:79A'07='R$9@&/l

 PUTS HER CAR IN REVERSE AND BACKS OFFSTAGE.

CARL DRIVES TO THE MENU SCREEN. THE STOOL BECOMES 
H*-'B>*!5>d-'-5KTS'

LINDA:'H0='G&#9"%&'7"'N&6D&d+l'H"G'9:1'*'G&6'M"$j

TRIES TO MASK HER BITTERNESS WITH THE REQUIRED 
“HAPPY EMPLOYEE” ATTITUDE.

;K>IV'H0e

CARL’S VOICE CRACKS. HE CLEARS HIS THROAT AND STUDIES 
THE MENU SCREEN. 

H0='$A='9O9:1'*'A:<&SSS*'G"$#6'#0@&n'

LINDA: *d%'+"//M='+0/='9"$#6'M"$'/&.&:7'7A:7j

;K>IV'*d6'#0@&SSSG&##SSS+"//MS'*d%'/&:##M'1&/<"$+S'L02'6:M='M"$'@1"Gj

LINDA:'-0/='7A&/&':/&'"7A&/'9:/+'01'#01&S

;K>IV Yeah, I, uh, figured that one out. 

LINDA:'NA"'9:1'*'2&7'R"/'M"$'7"6:Mj

;K>IV'T"6:Mj'

LINDA:'NA&1'&#+&'606'M"$'.#:1'"1'"/6&/012='+0/j'I:+7'G&&@j

;K>IZ (MEEKLY;^'No. I just thought that once you order here—

LINDA:';"$#6'M"$'.#&:+&j

;K>IV'>02A7='+"//MS'*'G/"7&'07'6"G1S'J1&'+&9"16S

REACHES INTO POCKET AND UNFOLDS A PIECE OF PAPER 
N*TH'E>5KT';K>5S'
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Here, ok, um, I’d like...a five-foot-four woman, with brown hair, green 
&M&+SSS:'+06&'"R'8$6:0+%e6"'M"$'A:<&'7A:7j'JAl'K16'7A&'&M&#:+A&+e9:1'
7A&M'?&'#"12j

LINDA: (>1(M.=;) Absolutely! And what number would you like, sir?

;K>IV Eight? Would it cost me extra if I’m only a five? On my good days I 
9:1'?&':'+0U=':99"/6012'7"'%M'%"7A&/':16'7A&'9:+A0&/':7'7A&'2/"9&/M'+7"/&S

LINDA: (POINTS TO THE MENU;) It’s written on the screen, sir.

;K>IV Yeah, I know. I just didn’t like the answer. Do you do point-fives?

LINDA: No, sir.

;K>IV'K#/02A7='*'G0##'7:@&':'1$%?&/'+&<&1'7A&1S

LINDA: Great. So, that’ll be a five-foot-four, brown-haired, green-eyed 
1$%?&/' +&<&1'G"%:1='G07A':' +06&'"R' 8$6:0+%':16' #"12'&M&#:+A&+S' *+' 7A0+'
9"//&97j

;K>IV (DREAMILY;) Uh, huh…

LINDA: Okay, you should expect your fiancée at the next window. Her name 
0+e

;K>IV'N:07l

LINDA: Yes?

;K>IV I forgot something. (H5'E*EEI5-S) It’s kind-of important, actually. 
*'9:1d7'?&#0&<&'*':#%"+7'#&R7'07'"$7S

LINDA:'NA:7'&#+&'9:1'*'2&7'R"/'M"$j

;K>IV (9,]=6.9'4.S]'41(.'MF19.FW;) Hmm, that’s odd. I don’t see it 
"1'7A&'%&1$S';:1'*':+@e

LINDA: Nothing stopped you before.

;K>IV'N&##='0R'*'"/6&/'7/$&'#"<&='G"$#6'07'9"%&':+'.:/7'"R':'9"%?"'6&:#='"/'
6"&+'07'9"%&'+&.:/:7&#Mj

LINDA:'*d%'+"//M='?$7'G&'6"1d7'9://M'7/$&'#"<&S

;K>IV'NA:7j'

LINDA:'-0/='G&d/&':'R:+7OR:17:+M'9A:01'R"/'.&".#&'GA"'G:17'7A&0/'+."$+&+'A"7'
:16'[$09@S'TA:7d+'7A&'GA"#&'."017'"R'7A&'6/0<&'7A/$S'*+1d7'7A:7'GAM'M"$'9:%&j

;K>IV Yes, I knew that, but…I mean, this is my +%$$*#IS

LINDA: Your number seven will be waiting for you at the next window. Have 
your vows ready. Her name is Vienna. And don’t worry, if you aren’t satisfied 
G07A'M"$/'"/6&/='7A&/&d+':'60<"/9&O6"1$7'+A".':/"$16'7A&'?#"9@S
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;K>IV (LESS DREAMILY NOW;) Uh, huh…

CARL BEGINS TO DRIVE PAST THE SCREEN. HIS ENGINE 
NOISE IS DISHEARTENED. HE INTERRUPTS IT TO PRACTICE 
H*-'!JN-S'H5'>5KB-'P>JD'H*-'CKC5>S'

VIENNA—MY BELOVED—

BRIDEZILLA ENTERS STAGE RIGHT AND BEGINS TO DRIVE UP 
TO THE MENU SCREEN. 

;K>IV I had always been one to question love at first sight until I saw you. 
K+'7A&'+06&+'"R'7A&'6/0<&O7A/$'G016"G'R/:%&'M"$/'?&:$70R$#'R:9&='*'@1"G'GA:7'
G&'A:<&'0+'+.&90:#':16'/&:#S

A STOMP IS HEARD OFFSTAGE, FOLLOWED BY AND AN 
ENTHUSIASTIC “MAZEL TOV!”

;K>IV Nope, nope! I can’t.

 CARL SPEEDS BACKWARDS TOWARD THE MENU SCREEN.
BRIDEZILLA BEEPS HER HORN AT CARL, AND ONCE AGAIN, 
HE STOPS JUST BEFORE HE CRASHES INTO HER. HE ENDS UP 
BACK ON THE STOOL.

BRIDEZILLA: (?.,9'1],'1>'[.('MP(;) What the fuck, dude? Do you 
@1"G'A"G'7"'6/0<&='"/'6"'M"$'h$+7'G:17'7"'+7".'&<&/M"1&'R/"%'%://M012'7A&0/'
+"$#%:7&j''

;K>IV No, I would never want to do that! I just…I just needed…

BRIDEZILLA: Shut it. I’ve waited too long for this bullshit.  (KNOCKS ON 
THE MENU SCREENS^'H&##"j

LINDA:'H0='G&#9"%&'7"'N&6D&d+S'H"G'9:1'*e

BRIDEZILLA: Number ten, man, six-foot-two. Dark black hair, brown eyes, 
%&60$%'+7$??#&='+A:/.'h:G#01&='G06&'+A"$#6&/+='?02'609@=':?+e

;K>IV'N"G='M"$'/&:##M'A:<&'7A0+':##'.09@&6'"$7S

BRIDEZILLA: And you don’t? (TO THE MENU SCREEN.) I’d also like a 
side of commitment, financial success—oh, and extra libido.

BRIDEZILLA WINKS AT THE MENU SCREEN

LINDA:'J@:M='%0++='A:<&'M"$/'<"G+'/&:6M':7'7A&'1&U7'G016"GS'H0+'1:%&'0+e

BRIDEZILLA:'B"&+1d7'%:77&/S'
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H5KB-'LK;F'TJ'H5>';K>S

;K>IV'QA='109&'7"'%&&7'M"$l

BRIDEZILLA: Stop flirting. I’m basically married.

BRIDEZILLA GETS INTO HER CAR AND BLOWS CARL A KISS, 
WHICH SHE TRANSITIONS INTO A MIDDLE FINGER. SHE 
DRIVES AROUND CARL AND EXITS.

;K>IV (TO THE MENU SCREEN;) I think I changed my mind.

LINDA:'TA:7d+'"?<0"$+S'NA:7'9:1'*e

;K>IV'*d%'1"7'+$/&S'B"'M"$'%016'0R'*'7A01@':'#077#&'#"12&/j'TA&/&d+'1"'"1&'
?&A016'%&':1M%"/&S

LINDA: (-*EH-;) Okay, take your time. Would you like me to cancel your 
"/6&/j

;K>IV No, not yet. I need a second. (L5KT;) My name is Carl, by the way. 
You?

LINDA:'I016:='?$7'+0/e

;K>IV';K>IS

LINDA:';:/#='0R'M"$'9"$#6'"/6&/'+""1='*'G"$#6'/&:##M':../&90:7&'07S'TA0+'0+':'
6/0<&'7A/$='1"7':'6:7012'+07&=':16'&+.&90:##M'1"7':'9A:7'/""%S

;K>IV'*'G:+'"1#Me

LINDA:'-"'.#&:+&='6"1d7'2&7':1M'06&:+=':16'R"/'7A&'#"<&'"R'E"6='6"'1"7':+@'%&'
0R'*d%'"1'7A&'%&1$S'*7'2&7+'"#6S

;K>IV No! I wouldn’t—you got me all wrong. I was only trying to be friendly.

LINDA:'K16'*d%'7/M012'7"'2&7'7A/"$2A'7A&'6:MS'-"='9:1'M"$'"/6&/':'+."$+&'
:16'2"'?$M':'A"%&'+"%&GA&/&'"/'+"%&7A012j

;K>IV (L5KT;) Have you ever come here when you weren’t working and 
"/6&/&6'+"%&"1&='M"$/+&#Rj

LINDA: No chatting. Just order.

;K>IV'-"='M"$'A:<&1d7S

LINDA:'*'G"/@'A&/&S'*d<&'+&&1'7""'%$9AS'5<&/M"1&'GA"'9"%&+'A&/&'7A01@+'
7A&M'1"G'&U:97#M'GA"'7A&M'G:17S'TA&M'A:<&'7A&0/'#077#&'#0+7V'2/&:7':++='+7&##:/'
.&/+"1:#07M='2""6'G07A'@06+='1&<&/'G:17+'@06+='.&/R&97'&M&+='609@+e

;K>IV'L/:01+='707+S

LINDA:'B"97"/O%$+090:1+S'
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;K>IV'N:##'-7/&&7SSS'

CARL/LINDA:'EM%1:+7+l

(SURPRISED, LINDA PEEPS HER HEAD FROM BEHIND THE 
MENU SCREEN. SHE AND CARL SMILE, AND SHE HIDES HER 
HEAD BEHIND THE MENU SCREEN AGAIN.)

LINDA:'C"017'0+='7A&M'1:%&'07='G&'A:<&'07='7A&M'2&7'07S'

(SNAPS FINGERS.) 

!&10='!060='!090e:%'*' /02A7j'K16'.&".#&' #0@&' M"$=' "/' 7A:7'L/06&Z0##:e
they change their minds before they can even finish their cake to-go. Except, 
not exactly like you. You changed your mind before you even made it to the 
+&9"16'G016"GS

;K>IKV'TA:7d+'GAM'M"$'A:<&1d7'2"77&1'%://0&6'A&/&S

LINDA:'*d%'1"7'R"16'"R'6"1$7+S

;K>IV How about coffee?

LINDA:

(SHE MOVES THE MENU SCREEN DOWN SO THAT THEY CAN 
SPEAK FACE TO FACE.) 

5U9$+&'%&j

;K>IV'*d6'#0@&'7"'9:19&#'%M'"/6&/S'*'G:17'7"'+07'6"G1'01':'/&:#'/&+7:$/:17':16'
?&'+&/<&6'?M'G:07&/+'GA"'7:@&'R"/&<&/'h$+7'7"'?/012'$+'G:7&/S'

(HE GETS OUT OF HIS CAR AND HOLDS HIS HAND OUT FOR 
LINDA.)

NA:7'6"'M"$'+:Mj

LINDA: 

(LINDA THINKS ABOUT IT, AND THEN THROWS THE MENU 
SCREEN OVER HER SHOULDER.)

A first date’s all right. 

(CARL THROWS AWAY HIS LIST. HE OPENS THE CAR DOOR 
FOR LINDA. SHE SITS SHOTGUN. TOGETHER, THEY MAKE AN 
ENGINE NOISE AND DRIVE OFFSTAGE.)
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(BRIDEZILLA ENTERS WITH AN ARMFUL OF DONUTS AND A 
PICNIC BLANKET. HER MOOD IS MUCH IMPROVED. SHE SITS 
DOWN NEXT TO THE FALLEN MENU SCREEN, SPREADS OUT 
HER BLANKET, AND ARRANGES HER DONUTS GINGERLY.) 

BRIDEZILLA

(TO THE AUDIENCE, IN A FLIRTY, CONFIDENT MANNER.)

H0='G&#9"%&'7"'N&6D&d+S'*'9:1'A&#.'M"$S'

(SHE TAKES A BITE OUT OF A DONUT.)

LIK;F'JQTS'
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CREATIVE NONFICTION

RACHEL  A. G. GILMAN

PITY BROCCOLI

H"/1M' 01' 7A&'Q10"1'-[$:/&'NA"#&'P""6+='>:9A&#'G"16&/+'GA09A'./&O
:++&%?#&6' +70/OR/M' %0U' 0+' %"+7' #0@&#M' 7"' .$7' +"%&"1&' 01' 7A&' %""6S'

T"102A7'0+'A&/'+&9"16'6:7&'G07A'TA&'K97"/'7A:7'+A&'%&7'"1#01&'#:+7'%"17A='
7A"$2A'7A&M'./"?:?#M'9/"++&6'.:7A+'?&R"/&'7A:7='A:<012'2/:6$:7&6'R/"%'7A&'
+:%&'$10<&/+07M'7G"'M&:/+':2"'G07A':'6"Z&1'P:9&?""@'R/0&16+'01'9"%%"1S'

Their first outing went well enough: a seven-hour mostly sober picnic in 
-A&&.d+'D&:6"G'6$/012'GA09A'7A&M'60..&6'9://"7+'01'A0+'A"%&%:6&'A$%%$+'
(not a euphemism) while discussing their parents and politics before dry 
A$%.012':16'2&77012':'.01@'+#0.'R"/'.$?#09'016&9&19MS'NA&1'7A&M'%"<&6'7"':'
?&19A=':'M"$12'R:%0#M'.:++&6'?M'9://M012'#02A7'$.'?:##""1+='2022#012':+'TA&'
K97"/'.#$12&6'A0+'7"12$&'017"'>:9A&#d+'%"$7A':16'2/".&6'A&/'7A02A'7A/&&'
70%&+'#:/2&/'7A:1'A0+'"G1S'*7d+'+#02A7#M'G&0/6'7"'+&&'.&".#&'7"$9A012'6$/012'
:'2#"?:#'.:16&%09S'*7d+'<&/M'G&0/6'R"/'>:9A&#'7"'?&'"1&'"R'7A"+&'.&".#&'&<&/S

TA&'K97"/'0+'9$//&17#M'&%.#"M&6':+':'.:/7O70%&'9A&++'01+7/$97"/':16'0+':'
+&#RO6&+9/0?&6'<:10##:'?&7:'%:#&'GA"'2/&G'$.'G07A'+"90:#0+7+'"1':'R:/%'"$7+06&'
of Cincinnati. Despite a history of monogamy, he said while sniffing Rachel’s 
A:0/'7A:7'07'+%&##&6'109&='7A&'"1#M'9"%%07%&17'A&'9"$#6'%:@&'/02A7'1"G'G:+'
7"' .#:M012'%"?0#&' B0.#"%:9M' 6:0#MS' H&/' 01070:#' /&+."1+&' G:+' 7"' :6<"9:7&'
R"/' &U9#$+0<07M' ?$7e%$9A' #0@&' 7A&' 1"7' $1+:70+RM012' :9A&' "1' A&/' h:G' :16'
7A&'0%."++0?#&O7"O?/$+AO"$7'7:+7&'"R'2:/#09'7A:7'#012&/&6'R/"%'A0+'$1G0&#6M'
@0++&+e07'G:1&6S'>&:##M='/02A7'1"G='>:9A&#'h$+7'1&&6+'7"'?&'7"$9A&6S

TA/&&'G&&@+' :R7&/' 7A&' 70%&' :7' 7A&'.:/@=' +A&' +.&16+'%"+7' "R' 7A&'6:Md+'
.:M9A&9@'"1'"/2:109'2/"9&/0&+':16'%06O/:12&'G01&'?&R"/&'%:@012'9011:%"1'
caramel apple muffins, pouring batter into silver baking cups while hoping his 
7:+7&'?$6+'9"11&97'7"'A0+'.&10+S'-A:<012'A&/'#&2+=':..#M012':91&'%&609:70"1='
:16'+&#&97012':'?#"$+&'+A&&/'&1"$2A'7"'&U."+&':'?/:'7A:7'6&+.&/:7&#M'1&&6+'
+"%&"1&'"7A&/' 7A:1'A&/+&#R' 7"' /&%"<&' 07='>:9A&#d+' /&:6MS'TG&17M'%01$7&+'
later, the apartment’s buzzer goes off.

TA&'K97"/d+'7:##='#07A&'R/:%&'2/&&7+'A&/='6&10%'?#$&'&M&+'6"012'7A&'G"/@'
A0+'%"$7A'9:11"7'?&A016':'%:+@S'*1+06&='A&'/&%"<&+'07':#"12+06&'A0+'!:1+'
?&R"/&' +%""7A012' A0+' +A"/7=' 6:/@=' 9$/#M' A:0/S' H0+' ."017&6' 1"+&' 60.+' 017"'
A0+'7"7&'?:2='.0:1"O.#:M&/'A:16+'.$##012'"$7'7G"'#:/2&'?/"99"#0'+7:#@+'G07A'



`i

&U907&%&17S' H&' 7:@&+' 9"17/"#' "R' 7A&' @079A&1' 7A&1='%:@012' M:G1O016$9012'
+%:##'7:#@':?"$7'+.09&+'GA0#&'6$%.012'7A012+'017"'>:9A&#d+'G"@S

-A&'G"$#6'9"%.#:01':?"$7'7A&'%&++'0R'A&'G&/&1d7'+"'./&77M='0R'+A&'G&/&'
%"/&' :99$+7"%&6' 7"' A:<012' +"%&7A012' ./&77M' 01' 7A0+' G:MS' *1+7&:6=' +A&'
watches him toss the ingredients with an elaborate, messy flick of his wrist, 
60+7/:97012'A&/+&#R'G07A'7A&'7A"$2A7'"R'@0++012='7A&1'?#$+A012':16'./"9#:0%012'
A&/+&#R':1'060"7S

“You’re definitely not,” The Actor replies. He sniffs. “Do you have 
<01&2:/jg'

>:9A&#'?#01@+='?$7'."017+'7"'A&/'9:?01&7S'K2:01='A&'0+'<&/M'./&77MS
TA&M'&<&17$:##M'+07'6"G1'G07A'G01&':16'N"#R'L#07Z&/S'TA&'K97"/':+@+'GAM'

7A&M'9:1d7'7$/1'"1'CL-S'fL&9:$+&'G&d/&'1"7'b4=g'>:9A&#'/&.#0&+S'H&'6"&+1d7'
#:$2AS

They chew and watch the final Presidential Debate: two senior citizens 
vying for the highest office in the land, dodging the same questions they 
A:<&'R"/'%"17A+S'TA&'K97"/'A:/6#M':9@1"G#&62&+'>:9A&#d+'9"%%&17+':?"$7'
it but accepts her offer to refill his wineglass, eventually complimenting her 
muffins. They’re not quite the aphrodisiac Rachel had anticipated. He finally 
.$7+'A0+':/%':/"$16'A&/'6$/012'7A&'."+7O6&?:7&':1:#M+0+='7A"$2A'07'R&&#+'#0@&'
:'A"7'G""6&1'/:0#'+#$%.&6'$19"%R"/7:?#M':2:01+7'A&/'9A$??M'?"1&+S

P$//"G012' A0+' &M&?/"G+' 7"G:/6' A&/' 6&+@=' TA&' K97"/' /&:6+' A&/'
GA07&?":/6S'fNA:7d+'NA"'7A&'R$9@'0+'102AOJHO%&&jg

“NAY-oh-mee,” Rachel says. “It’s the book I’m writing.”
H0+' <"09&' 9/:9@+' G07A' :' +%0/@' 7A:7' R&&#+' $1G://:17&6' 9"%012' R/"%'

+"%&"1&'GA"d+'"1#M'%:@012'/&17'/02A7'1"G'7A:1@+'7"'7A&'./&%0&/&'"R'TA&'
\$&&1d+'E:%?07'/&16&/012'A0+'G"/@'/&#&<:17S'H&'7:@&+'A0+':/%':G:M'7A&1'
:16'9A&9@+'A0+'.A"1&=':1+G&/012':'%&++:2&S'f*'+A"$#6'./"?:?#M'?&'A&:6012'
A"%&='?$7'*'A:6':'2""6'70%&lg

“You’re joking, right?” Rachel says. “We didn’t even kiss.”
TA&'K97"/'+02A+'+"R7#MS'fK16'*'6"1d7'7A01@'G&'+A"$#6Sg'H&'+%0#&+'#0@&'7A&'

@1"G012'<"09&'"R'/&:+"1'01':'9A0#6/&1d+'%"<0&S'f*7'h$+7'6"&+1d7'R&&#'#0@&'07'606'
01'7A&'.:/@='M"$'@1"Gjg

f*'%&:1='M&:A='G&d/&'+$//"$16&6'?M'%M'#:$16/M'01+7&:6'"R'7/&&+Sg'>:9A&#'
G:79A&+'A0+'1&9@' 7G079AS' f*+' 7A&/&' +"%&7A012' &#+&j' *'%&:1=' 0R'G&d/&'1&<&/'
2"012'7"'+.&:@':2:01='M"$'%02A7':+'G&##'?&'A"1&+7Sg

TA&'K97"/'7$2+'"1'A0+'A:0/':16'%$%?#&+':?"$7'A:<012'%&7'+"%&"1&e:1'
:97/&++eG:17012'7"'+&&'0R'07'9"$#6'?&'+&/0"$+S'NA&1'>:9A&#':+@+'GAM'A&'9:%&'
over in the first place, he shrugs in that way guys can do in lieu

"R' :' 9"%.#&7&' +&17&19&=' 7A:7' +A/$2' +A&d+' 1&<&/' [$07&'%:+7&/&6S' f*' 6"'
think you’re super interesting,” he says. “I just don’t find you attractive.” He 
.:$+&+S'f*'+"$16'#0@&':1':++A"#&='6"1d7'*jg

*R'7A0+'0+'9#"+$/&='07'6"&+1d7'R&&#'7A&'G:M'>:9A&#'&U.&97&6S



`a

TA&M' 2&7' $.' R/"%' 7A&' 9"$9A' :16' /&7$/1' 7"' 7A&' @079A&1=' TA&' K97"/'
9"1701$"$+#M':."#"20Z012':+'A&'.$7+'"1'A0+'+A"&+S'fN"$#6'M"$'.#&:+&'+7".jg'
>:9A&#'+:M+S'f*d%'1"7'A&:/7?/"@&1S'>&:##MS'*d%'h$+7':11"M&6'*'A:<&'7"'9#&:1'
$.'7A&'@079A&1Sg'NA&1'A&'%$%?#&+'+"%&7A012':?"$7'A&#.012'"$7='+A&'7&##+'
A0%='f*'7A01@'7A:7'%02A7'h$+7'%:@&'7A012+'G"/+&Sg

K+'TA&'K97"/'/&7$/1+'7"'2:7A&/012'A0+'7A012+='A&'.09@+'$.':1'&U7/:'+7:#@'
"R'?/"99"#0S'fB"'M"$'G:17'7"'@&&.'7A0+jg'A&':+@+='A"#6012'07'"$7'7"'A&/'#0@&':'
bouquet of flowers.

>:9A&#'.$7+'7A&'G01&2#:++&+'01'7A&'+01@='+A:@012'A&/'A&:6S'f*'6"1d7'1&&6'
M"$/'.07M'?/"99"#0Sg

f*7d+'1"7ng
>:9A&#' #""@+':7'A0%':16'A0+'A:16' 0%%&60:7&#M' #"G&/+' 017"'A0+'T/:6&/'

8"&d+' 7"7&'?:2S'-A&'/"##+'A&/'&M&+' 7A&1'+:#$7&+'A0%S'H&'%0%&+' 7A&'2&+7$/&'
?:9@'?&R"/&'A&:6012'"$7S

Once her apartment door shuts, Rachel fills the sink with water and 
+":@+' 7A&' 60+A&+S' -A&' 9:##+' :' R/0&16' :+' +A&' +9/$?+=' A:#ROG0+A012' +A&' 9"$#6'
review The Actor’s dating profile like an Uber driver and note that someone 
GA"' 9#:0%+' 7"' ?&' 017"' 9""@012' +A"$#6' @1"G' 7A:7' +70/OR/M' /&[$0/&+' R$9@012'
9"/1+7:/9AS'NA&1'A&/'<0?/:7"/'20<&+'"$7'#:7&/'7A:7'102A7'?&R"/&'+A&'/&:9A&+'
"/2:+%=' +A&'A:#ROG"16&/+' 0R' 07'G"$#6'./&R&/' +"%&"1&' #&++' 017&/&+7012' :16'
%"/&':77/:970<&='7""S
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TAYLOR TEACHOUT

JUST GIRL THINGS



(,

IT’S FASHION BABY



(3

;QT*5-



(_

JUSTIN NEFF

;H*;FKB55-';KII

H02A':?"<&='?0/6+'&9A"&6':2:01+7'7A&'7A09@1&++'"R'7A&'#:7&'+$%%&/'#&:<&+='
+012012'7A&'1"+7:#209'7&1"/'"R'8"A1d+'M"$7AS'H0+'%066#&O:2&6'R""7+7&.+'

6/:22&6':#"12'7A&'2/:<&#'6/0<&G:M':+'A&'7/0&6'7"'/&9:##'7A&'1:%&'"R'7A&'?0/6+'
that defied day’s inevitable end. His father had told him once, as he always 
606=' "1#M' "19&=' ?$7' 07' +#0..&6' R/"%' 8"A1d+'%&%"/MS' H&' 606' 1"7' 9A:+&' 07='
G"//0&6':?"$7'GA:7'&#+&'G"$#6'?&'9:$2A7'G07A01'7A:7'1&7S'-#09&+'"R'+$1#02A7'
+#0..&6'7A/"$2A'7A&'?/:19A&+='9:+7012'+A:/.'+A:6"G+':9/"++'7A&'6/0<&G:MS'
H&'G:#@&6'R/"%'?&A016'7A&'+:R&7M'"R'7A&'7/&&+':16':##"G&6'7A&'#"G&/012'+$1'
7"'G:/%'A0+'R:9&S'

H&'G:#@&6'"1'$170#'7A&'R:%0#Md+'R:/%A"$+&'+7""6'?&R"/&'A0%='?&9@"1012'
#0@&':'2:7&G:M'7"':1"7A&/'70%&S'H&'?:#:19&6'"1'A0+'A&&#+':16'/:1'A0+'&M&+'
$.':16'6"G1'07+'A:/6':12#&+':16'9"#6'R$1970"1:#07MS'P"/':'%"%&17='A&'G:+'
+G:##"G&6'?M':'./&+&19&'A&'606'1"7'$16&/+7:16S'*1'7A&'7G"'6&9:6&+'A&'A:6'
+#&.7'G07A01'07+'G:##+='1"7'"19&'606'A&'1"709&='#&7':#"1&':6%0/&='7A&'&#&2:17'
fieldstone that propelled the chimney past the spruce trees. Or the earth-rich 
2/&&1'"R'7A&'G016"G'.:1&+':16'A"G'7A&0/'+A01&'9"17/:+7&6'7A&'9":#'?#:9@1&++'
of the roof. Not once did he look at it as he did now, as an outsider.

8"A1'A:6'+7:M&6'2"1&'R"/'M&:/+S'*17&170"1:##MS'K12/0#MS'K7'A0%+&#R':16'
7A&' :##$/&' "R' :' M"$7A' 7A:7'1&<&/'G:+S'K12/M' :7' :##' 7A&' 7A012+' 01' 7A&'G"/#6'
A&'9"$#6':16'9"$#6'1"7'9"17/"#S'H&'/:1'&<&/MGA&/&':16'1"GA&/&':16'?:9@S'
5:9A'1&G':.:/7%&17'G:+'?&77&/':16'?022&/':16'+#&&@&/'7A:1'7A&'#:+7=':#G:M+'
lacking. Each country and city and far-off place of mystery missed something 
A&'/&R$+&6'7"'&U.#"/&S'D"/&='A&'7"#6'A0%+&#R='+"'%"/&'A&'2"7S'D"/&'"R':##'"R'07S'
More, more, more. But no matter the number of flat screens or pool tables 
or parties he added to his life, the numbness returned. Noise and distraction 
G"/@&6'$170#'7A&'+$1'/"+&'01'7A&'%"/1012S'N01&'G"/@&6'$170#'07'6061d7S'TA&1='
:+'07'6"&+'7"'&<&/M"1&='6&:7A'?/"$2A7'A0%'A"%&S'T"'7A&'?0/6+S'T"'A0+'R:7A&/S'
T"'&<&/M7A012'A&d6'/$1'R/"%S

8"A1'A&#6'8&:1d+'A:16':7'7A&'9&/&%"1MS'H0+'M"$12&+7'+0+7&/'9/0&6'%"/&'
7A:1'A&'A:6'&U.&97&6S'8"A1'@1&G'+A&':16'7A&0/'R:7A&/'A:6'+7:M&6'9#"+&='?$7'
didn’t realize how close. At first, as her whimpers turned to gasps for air, 
:16'+A&'?$/1&6'7A/"$2A'70++$&':R7&/'70++$&='A&'7A"$2A7'+A&'G:+'.&/R"/%012'
A&/'2/0&R' R"/' 7A&' R:%0#M' 7"'&1+$/&'A&/'.:01':16' #"++'606'1"7'2"'$11"709&6S'
8"A1'1&<&/'/&+&17&6'A&/'G0##0121&++'7"':66':'#:M&/'"R'6/:%:'7"':##'7A012+'7A:7'
7"$9A&6'A&/'#0R&S'*7':##"G&6'A0%'7"'60+%0++'A&/'9/07090+%'G07A'#077#&'2$0#7S

L$7' 7A&1' A&/' A:16' [$0<&/&6' $19"17/"##:?#M' G07A01' A0+S' H&' +[$&&Z&6'



(`

702A7&/=':16'+A&'R&##'017"'A0+'+A"$#6&/S'J7A&/+'?&2:1'7"'9/M'G07A'h$+7':+'%$9A'
:?:16"1S'How dare you. Those tears are mine. Mine, mine, mineS

TA&/&' 01' 7A&' 9A$/9A=' :+' 7A&' +A:/.&1&6' 9"##:/' +9/:79A&6' A0+' 1&9@' :16'
A0+'10&9&'+[$0/%&6'"1' 7A&'.&G' 01' R/"17'"R'A0%='A&'&1<0&6' 7A&'9&/7:017M'"R'
8&:1d+'&%"70"1+S'-A&'G:+'+:6':16'$1:+A:%&6':16' R&#7'1"'1&&6' 7"'@&&.' 07'
A066&1S'K'./0&+7'8"A1'A:6'1&<&/'+&&1'01'A0+'#0R&'.:++&6'"1'A0+'9"16"#&19&+='
:16'8&:1d+'?"6M'7/&%?#&6':2:01+7'A0+'+A"$#6&/S'8"A1'+$9@&6'A0+'#0.+'+7"09:##M'
:2:01+7'A0+'7&&7A':16'@&.7'A0+'&M&+'2#$&6'7"'7A&'#0R&O+0Z&6'9:/<012'"R'7A&'H"#M'
P:%0#M'?&A016'7A&'./0&+7d+'A&:6S'L&7/:M:#='+:61&++=':16'&%"70"1+'A&'/&R$+&6'
7"' :9@1"G#&62&' ?&22&6' R"/' :77&170"1S' 8"A1' 021"/&6' 7A&0/' .#&:+=' :16' 7A&M'
%&/2&6'017"':'6$##':9A&'01'7A&'.07'"R'A0+'+7"%:9AS'H&'#&R7'7A&'9A$/9A'9":7&6'
in a heavy film of sweat.

B&+.07&' A0+' :77&%.7+' 7"' G:#@' :0%#&++#M' $170#' 7A&' 6:M' &16&6' :16' 7A&'
farmhouse emptied of those fighting to show the most respect to the dead, 
8"A1'R"$16'A0%+&#R'+7:16012'01'7A&'9"#"/#&++'+A:6"G'"R'7A&'A"$+&'7A:7'$+&6'
7"'?&'A0+'A"%&S'P"/9&6'#:$2A7&/'+.0##&6'7A/"$2A'7A&'".&1'G016"G+':+'@07A'
:16'@01'+0..&6'7A&'9A&:.'GA07&'G01&'A0+'%"7A&/'#0@&6':16'7"#6'+7"/0&+'"R':'
.&/+"1'8"A1'"1#M'@1&G':+':'R:7A&/='1"7':'%:1S

H&' 7$/1&6' R/"%' 7A&'6""/':16' +:7'"1' 7A&'.:70"' 7A:7' +7/&79A&6' 017"' 7A&'
$19$7' 2/:++S' K' 902:/d+' 7&16&/' :/"%:' 9/&.7' 017"' 8"A1d+' %&%"/M=' :16' A&'
fantasized about a drink. Then fifteen more. S"/'/"$83='A&'+:06':#"$6S'W"D'
"+%'-*5'/-8/S'TA&'#:$2A7&/'#&++&1&6':+'+A:6"G+'&U7&16&6'7A&0/'/&:9A':9/"++'
7A&'M:/6S';""#1&++'+&&.&6'01'+A"/7&1&6'?/&:7A+'R/"%'7A&'+$//"$16012'G""6+S'
TA&'?0/6+'[$0&7&6':+'&<&1012'#:..&6'$.'7A&'#:+7'9/$%?+'"R'6:M#02A7S'8"A1d+'
uncle came out and smoked two cigarettes to their filters. The men nodded 
7"'&:9A'"7A&/'?$7'+:06'1"7A012S

TA&' R/"17'M:/6=' #01&6' 702A7#M'?M' 7"G&/012' 7/&&+':16':'GA07&'.01&' R&19&'
G07A'G0/&'1&77012'7"'@&&.'7A&'6"2+'R/"%'/$11012'G0#6='".&1&6'?&R"/&'A0%S'*7'
G:+'+%:##&/'7A:1'8"A1'/&%&%?&/&6S'H:6'7A&M'.#:M&6'"1'+$9A':'1://"G'+7/0.'
"R'2/:++j'H:6'A&':16'A0+'+0+7&/+'+.&17'&170/&'+$%%&/+'1&<&/'1&&6012'%"/&'
7A:1' 7A"+&' R&G' +[$:/&' R&&7' "R' 2/&&1':16' +"%&'G:7&/'.0+7"#+j'H&' /&+&17&6'
A0+'"G1'9"17&17%&17S'H"G'+"'#077#&'9"$#6'%:@&':'.&/+"1'R&&#'+"'%$9AS'J/'
%:M?&'07'G:+':##':'R:#+&A""6S'H0+'%"7A&/=':+'7A&'60<06&'?&7G&&1'8"A1':16'
&<&/M"1&'2/&G='7"#6'A0%':+'6&#09:7&#M':+'+A&'9"$#6'7A:7'A&d6'%0+/&%&%?&/&6'
:'#"7S'C&/A:.+'GA:7'A&'/&%&%?&/&6'G&/&'+7"/0&+'A&'9"1+7/$97&6'R"/'A0%+&#RS'
507A&/'G:M='07'6061d7'%:77&/S'*R'07'G&/&':'/$+&='A&d6'R:##&1'R"/'07':16'6061d7'G:17'
to know any different.

TA&'R&19&'7A:7'/:1':#"12'7A&'?:+&'"R' 7A&'7/&&+'/&01R"/9&6'7A&'+7"/M'A0+'
%"7A&/'7"#6'8"A1'7A&'%"/1012':R7&/'A0+'R:7A&/'60&6S'TA&'A&:/7':77:9@'A07'#:7&'
&<&1012='GA0#&'A0+'R:7A&/'A:6'?&&1'/&.#:9012'7A&':2012'."+7+':16'/:0#+S

*7' G:+' 9#&:/' &U:97#M' GA&/&' A0+' R:7A&/' A:6' ?&&1=' #0@&#M' #"G&/&6' "1' A0+'
@1&&+='A0+'A:16+'G/:..&6':/"$16':'+7$??"/1'."+7='7$22012'07' R/"%'&:/7Ad+'



((

2/:+.S'Q.'7"'7A:7'."017=':##'7A&'<&/709:#':16'A"/0Z"17:#'+7/0.+'"R'G""6'G&/&'
stiff and gold, approaching white. Then a gap with only the wire webbing 
017:97S'J1'7A&'"7A&/'+06&'"R'7A&'2:.='7A&'R&19&'9"1701$&6'G07A'7A&'"#6='/:01O
2/:M&6'."+7+='/:0#+'+:22012'G07A'7A&0/'"G1'G&02A7S'>&:6MO7"O01+7:##'#&127A+'"R'
G""6'#&:1&6':2:01+7'7A&'7".'/:0#'"R'7A&'"#6'R&19&S'*R'8"A1'A:6'7A&'@1"GOA"G'
and a different pair of shoes, he’d stride across the yard and continue the 
G"/@'"R'A0+'R:7A&/S'J1#M'7"'@&&.'?$+MS'H&'7A"$2A7'"R'+%0#012':7'+$9A':1'"$7O
"RO9A:/:97&/':97S

fH"G' #"12' M"$' +7:M012jg' 8&:1' :+@&6' :+' +A&' /"$16&6' 7A&' A"$+&' R/"%'
7A&'+06&'6""/':16'+:7'01'7A&'9A:0/'?&+06&'A0%='A&/'&M&+'2#:Z&6':16'7A&'"6"/'
"R'%:/0h$:1:' R"##"G012'A&/S'-A&'A&#6':'2#:++'"R'G01&':+' 0R' 07'G:+':'1:7$/:#'
appendage. The soft skin below her eyes was puffy and raw.

8"A1d+'A&:6'R&##'?:9@=':16'A0+'<0+0"1'+&77#&6'"1'7A&'?#:9@&1&6'7/&&'#01&'
7A:7'&??&6'017"'7A&'6:/@&1012'+@MS'fQ170#'%"%'.:++&+'"$7S'*d##'9#&:1'$.':'?07'
:16'A&:6'"$7Sg'H&'+7/&79A&6'A0+' #&2+'"$7'+7/:02A7S'f*R' 7A0+' 7A012'&<&/'&16+S'
You’d think he was the Pope.”

fTA&' 8"A11M' <:10+ASg' -A&' +&7' 7A&' G01&' 2#:++' "1' 7A&' +7"1&' +#:?+' :16'
.$##&6'A&/'?/"G10+A'A:0/'?:9@'017"':'."1M7:0#S'-A&'.#:9&6'A&/'.:#%+'"<&/'A&/'
&M&'+"9@&7+':16'#&7'7A&%'/&+7'7A&/&S'fJA='8&+$+='GA:7':'6:MS'NA:7':'2"66:%1'
6:MS'*d%'7""'70/&6'7"'&<&1'@1"G'A"G'70/&6'*':%S'*R'7A&'@06+'G:@&'$.'?&R"/&'
1""1='*d%'.$77012'7A&%'$.'R"/':6".70"1Sg

“Maybe a cup of coffee next round.”
H&/'A:16+' R&##' :G:M' R/"%'A&/' R:9&=':16'+A&'.09@&6'$.' 7A&'G01&'2#:++S'

“Please. If I’m awake when my head hits the pillow, I’ll scream.” She fiddled 
G07A' 7A&' &://012'"R'A&/' #&R7' &:/S' fD"%'G0##' ?&'.0++&6' 0R' M"$' #&:<&'G07A"$7'
+:M012'2""6?M&S'-A&'G"1d7'+:M'07='?$7'+A&'G0##'?&Sg'H&/'G"/6+'A$12'01'7A&':0/S'
fD&='7""S'K16'*d##'+:M'07Sg

H0+'#0.+'.:/7&6'017"':'+%0#&S'f*d##'?&'?:9@'01'7A&'%"/1012=g'A&'+:06S'fK16'
we can do this all over again. Besides, my flight doesn’t leave until Tuesday. 
K16'07d+'1"1/&R$16:?#&Sg

f!&/M'R$11M=g'+A&'+:06':16'1://"G&6'A&/'&M&+':7'A0%S
f*7'G:+':'h"@&S'T:@&':'?/&:7ASg
-A&'G01@&6':7'A&/'"#6&/'?/"7A&/S'fNA:7&<&/'M"$'+:M'7A&/&='?02'?/"7A&/Sg
“You best remember that.” He’d missed his younger sister. She’d grown 

017"':'.&/+"1'A&'+70##'G:17&6'7"'?&9"%&S'
TA&':G:@&1012'909:6:+':16'?$+A'9/09@&7+'./&:9A&6'R/"%'7A&'?&M"16S'K'

lushness filled their nostrils. 
“You think she’ll sell?” Jean’s gaze roamed the front yard. She again 

/$??&6'A&/'.:#%':7".'A&/'#&R7'&M&S'f-A&'+:M+'+A&'G"1d7='?$7'*'6"1d7'@1"GS
5<&1'?&R"/&'B:6'60&6Sg'-A&'.:$+&6S'f-A&d+'?&&1'#"1&#M':'#"12'70%&Sg
TA&'7A"$2A7'"R'@06+='1"7'"R'A0+'?#""6'/$11012':9/"++'7A&'M:/6='%:6&'7A&'

6$##':9A&'R/"%'7A&'9A$/9A'/&7$/1'7"'A0+'+7"%:9AS'TA&'7A"$2A7'"R':1M'@06+'



(^

1"7'A0+'"G1'%:6&'A0%'+G:##"G'7A&'&U9&++'+:#0<:'7A:7'?$0#7'?&#"G'A0+'7"12$&S'
H&'G:17&6'7"'7&##'8&:1':?"$7'D&#0++:d+'%0+9://0:2&S'T&##'A&/'7A:7d+'GAM'7A&'
relationship ended so abruptly, with such finality and no explanation. He 
G:17&6'7"'7&##'A&/'7A&'R:97+='?$7'A&'6061d7'G:17'7"'&U.#"/&':1M7A012'6&&.&/'
7A:1'7A:7S'TA&M'A:6':'1:%&'.09@&6'"$7'0R'07'G:+':'20/#='1"7A012'0R'07'G:+':'?"MS

fH:+'+A&'7:#@&6':?"$7'+&##012jg':+@&6'8"A1='A0+'<"09&'%"/&'./&++&6'7A:1'
A&'A:6'&U.&97&6S'H&'9#&:/&6'A0+'7A/":7':16'7/0&6'7"'R"/2&7'7A&'+7&/0#&'+%&##'"R'
7A&'A"+.07:#'/""%S'f*'%&:1='?&R"/&S'*'1&<&/'A&:/6':1M7A012Sg

8&:1d+'&M&+'G06&1&6':7'7A&'+$?7#&'9A:12&'01'8"A1d+'<"09&S'fF016:S'*1':'
/"$16:?"$7'G:MS'J?<0"$+#M='1"7':/"$16'B:6Sg

John straightened himself in the chair and tried to sound relaxed. “You 
:16'F:/&1':/&':/"$16=g'A&'+:06S'fL/012'7A&'/$2/:7+'"<&/':16'20<&'7A&%'7A&'
/$1'"R'7A&'.#:9&S'D"%'G"$#6'#"+&'07'01':'9"16"Sg

TA&M'+:7'01'+0#&19&'$170#'8&:1'+7""6':16'G:#@&6'"<&/'7"'7A&'&62&'"R'7A&'
.:70"S'-A&'$.&16&6'7A&'2#:++':16'#&7'7A&'/&%:01012'G01&'60+:..&:/'017"'7A&'
2/:++S'f*7d+'1"7':+'G&#9"%012'?:9@'A&/&'R"/'$+':+'M"$'%:M'7&##'M"$/+&#R=g'8&:1'
+:06S'fB:6d+'7A&'"1&'GA"'G:17&6'7"'60&'A&/&Sg

8"A1'1"66&6S'fH&'2"7'A0+'G0+ASg
fTA:7'A&'606=g'+A&'+:06S'8&:1'G:#@&6'?&A016'8"A1':16'/&+7&6'A&/'9A&&@'

"1'7".'"R'A0+'A&:6S'-A&'01A:#&6'A0+'+9&17S'f;"%012'?:9@'G:+'7A&'/02A7'7A012'
7"'6"Sg'

fP"/'GA"jg'8"A1'+:06'?&R"/&'A&'A:6'70%&'7"'%&:1'07S
“For us. All of us. You, too, whether you know it now or not.” 
-A&'<:10+A&6'017"'7A&'A"$+&=':16'8"A1'+A0<&/&6'01'7A&'[$09@#M'9A0##012'

102A7S
8"A1'+:06'2""6?M&':+'7A&'#:+7'"R'7A&'2$&+7+'+7$%?#&6'7"'7A&0/'9:/+S'H0+'

:$17'7"$+#&6'A0+'A:0/':16'+:06'A"G'#$9@M'A&'G:+'7"'A:<&'7A&'R:7A&/'A&'A:6S'
8"A1'@0++&6'A&/'9A&&@':16'+:06'A&'@1&GS'H0+'+0+7&/+'+:06'7A:7'7A&Md6'+&&'A0%'
tomorrow and stabbed multiple fingers into his chest. Tomorrow, tomorrow, 
7"%"//"G='7A&M'/&.&:7&6S'H&'1"66&6':16'7"#6'7A&%'7"'20<&'7A&'@06+'@0++&+S'
TA&'6/0<&G:M'&%.70&6=':16' 7A&':0/'6:%.&1&6S'TA&'9#01@012'"R'60+A&+':16'
silverware mixed with the drone of the trucks on the far-off expressway. 
J1&'?M'"1&='7A&'G016"G+'?&A016'A0%'6:/@&1&6S'H0+'.:/&17+d'?&6/""%'#02A7'
9:%&'"1':?"<&'7A&'@079A&1S'TA&1'07'7""'G&17'?#:9@S'-0#&19&'9:##&6'R/"%'7A&'
?#:9@1&++S'8"A1'%"<&6'7"G:/6+'7A&'R/"17'6""/S

TA&'+9/&&1'6""/'+9/&&9A&6'h$+7':+'07'A:6'7A&'6:M'A&'#&R7S'I"12':16'+"$#R$#S'
8"A1'+7""6' 01' 7A&'+%:##' R"M&/='+%&##012'+9&17+'?"7A' R"/&021':16' 012/:01&6'
within his fiber. He walked from room to room and gathered the wine glasses, 
:16' #01&6' 7A&%' :#"12' 7A&' +01@S' *1' 7A&' 9"/1&/' "R' 7A&' @079A&1=' A&' +G079A&6'
"1'7A&'/:60"'A0+'R:7A&/'A:6'?"$2A7'A0+'%"7A&/'R"/'7A&0/'7G&170&7A'G&66012'
:110<&/+:/MS'EA"+7'?:16'h:ZZ'9:##&6'R/"%'7A&'+.&:@&/+Y'8"A1'#"G&/&6'07' 7"'
h$+7':?"<&':'GA0+.&/':16'6$%.&6'+":.'"17"'7A&'R/:M&6'+."12&S'*7'7""@'A0%'



(b

longer than expected to clean and dry all the glasses. He filled the dishwasher 
G07A'7A&'/&%:01012'.#:7&+':16'+0#<&/G:/&S'B$/012'"1&'"R'7A&0/'.A"1&'9:##+='
his mother said it leaked across the kitchen floor, so he didn’t start it. That 
was eight years ago. He never asked if it had been fixed. He dried his hands 
and turned off the radio.

H0+'R:7A&/d+'G""6G"/@012'%:2:Z01&+'+:7'"1'7A&'7:?#&'?&+06&'7A&'/&9#01&/'
01'7A&'6&1=':+'7A"$2A'7A&'"#6'%:1'A:6'h$+7'2"77&1'$.'7"'$+&'7A&'?:7A/""%S'
John sat, letting his fingers fall one by one atop the skin-smooth leather. The 
9A:0/'G:+'%"/&' /0206' 7A:1'A&d6' 0%:201&6=' R"/9012'A0+'."+7$/&'$./02A7':16'
+A"$#6&/+'?:9@S'8"A1'/"9@&6'?:9@':16'R"/7A':+'A0+'R:7A&/'606'GA&1'R"/9&6'7"'
A:<&':'9"1<&/+:70"1'A&'6&&%&6'$11&9&++:/MS

His mind flashed with remembrance. Chickadee. The bird’s name. The 
7G"'"R' 7A&%'G&/&'6/:22012' 7A&' 7/:+A9:1+'$.' 7A&'6/0<&G:M=' :16'8"A1'A:6'
2022#&6'GA&1'A&'A&:/6'7A&'1:%&S'H0+'R:7A&/'A:6'6/"..&6'7A&'9:1':16'2/:??&6'
A0%'?M'7A&'R"/&:/%=':16'.$##&6'A0%'9#"+&S'H0+'R:7A&/'+%&##&6'%&7:##09='A0+'
aftershave mixed with two train rides and a full day in the office. ="#L/'E%'8'
R2"+#'822'/-%'/*5%, he said, not with anger, but with unflinching directness. 
S"E"$3'&%0V%R/0'8'R2"+#S

8"A1'.09@&6'$.'7A&'7".'%:2:Z01&S'H&'7A$%?&6'7A/"$2A'07'%016#&++#M='
7A&' .097$/&+' :16' 702A7' #01&+' "R' +[$&&Z&6' ./017' $16&/#01&6' :16' 90/9#&6=' 7A&'
".&1='GA07&'?"/6&/+'%:/@&6'G07A'A0+'R:7A&/d+'+#:17&6'A:16G/07012':16':0/M'
sketches. The last page contained an exposé on a man in Wyoming who 
9"1+7/$97&6'/"$2AO9$7'#"2'?&19A&+S'P/&+A'9&6:/'A:%%&/&6'7"2&7A&/='?"$16'
01'.#:9&'"1#M'?M' 07+'"G1'1&&6'7"'&U.:16':16'60+7"/7S'K7' 7A&'?"77"%'"R' 7A&'
.:2&='A0+'R:7A&/'A:6'G/077&1'7A&'1:%&'8"A1='.$197$:7012'07'G07A':1'"<&/+0Z&6'
question mark. John ran his finger over the penciled letters, careful not to 
+%$62&' 7A&'6&#09:7&#M':12#&6' #01&+S'H&'2/0..&6' 7A&' +.01&'"R' 7A&'%:2:Z01&'
:16'.$##&6'7A&'.:2&='7&:/012'07'9#&:1#M'R/"%'7A&'/&+7S'H&'R"#6&6'7A&'.:.&/':16'
+7""6='+#06012'7A&'.:.&/'017"'A0+'."9@&7S'H&'9#:%.&6'A0+'h:G':16'+A""@'A0+'
A:16+'G0#6#M='A0+'+G"##&1'@1$9@#&+'+#:..012':2:01+7'7A&%+&#<&+S

P:702$&'?&M"16'7A&'.AM+09:#'+&77#&6'?&A016'8"A1d+'&M&+S'H&'1&&6&6'7"'
+#&&.S'TA&'A"7&#'G:+':'+A"/7'6/0<&='?$7'A&'G:+1d7'+$/&'0R'A&d6'+7".'7A&/&'"/'
@&&.'6/0<012S'TA&'+A&&7+'"1'A0+'"#6'?&6'$.+7:0/+'G&/&'9#&:1=':+'A0+'%"7A&/'
A:6'7"#6'A0%'1"'#&++'7A:1':'6"Z&1'70%&+S'L$7'$.+7:0/+'G"$#6'?&'7""'%$9AS'
T""'0170%:7&S'H&'G:#@&6'7"'7A&'+7&.+':16'G:17&6'7"'2"'$.':#%"+7':+'%$9A':+'
A&'@1&G'A&'9"$#61d7S'H&'/&+7&6'A0+'R""7'"1'7A&'?"77"%'+7&.':16'2:Z&6'$.'7A&'
narrow staircase. No. Not anymore. The stairs were no longer his to

9#0%?S'H&'6061d7' A:<&' 7A&' /02A7' 7"' @1"9@' "1'A0+'%"7A&/d+' 6""/' 7"' +:M'
2""6102A7S'J/':1M7A012'&#+&S'H&'G"16&/&6' 0R' +A&' +:7' 7A&/&=' +@0%%012' 7A&'
latest New Yorker by the faint light of her reading lamp, waiting for him. If 
+A&d6'?&&1'#0+7&1012'7"'A0+'R""7R:##+'7A/"$2A'7A&'A"$+&='A"#6012'A&/'?/&:7A'
R"/'A0%'7"'9"%&':16'+:M':##'A:6'?&&1'R"/20<&1S'TA:7'8"A1'$16&/+7""6'+06&+'



(i

A:6'7"'?&'7:@&1='&<&1'?M'A&/S'8$+7':+'A&'A:6'"R7&1'0%:201&6'A0+'R:7A&/'+077012'
+0#&17#M'?M'7A&'.A"1&='G:07012'R"/'07'7"'/012S'H&'+02A&6':7'7A&'7A"$2A7':16'R&#7'
7A&'A"$+&'+02A'?:9@S'P:702$&'7$/1&6'7"'G&:@1&++S

H&'/&7$/1&6'7"'7A&'@079A&1':16'".&1&6'7A&'/&R/02&/:7"/S'TA&'A:/+A'#02A7'
:++:$#7&6'A0+' R:9&':+'A&' +:7'"1'A0+'A&&#+':16'9"17&%.#:7&6S'TA&/&'G:+'1"'
difference between five years or five months or five minutes. It all ended the 
+:%&='01'7A&'R:97'7A:7'07':##'&16&6S'L&+06&+='GA"'G:+'#&R7'7"'h$62&'A0%'1"Gj'
NA"'G:+'#&R7'7"'9A:##&12&'A0%'7"':#G:M+'?&'?&77&/':16'?&77&/':16'?&77&/j'

H0+' 7".' #0.' 7G079A&6=' :16' A&' /&:9A&6' 017"' 7A&' /&R/02&/:7"/S' TA&' G01&'
?"77#&d+'7A09@'2#:++'G:+'9"#6'01'A0+'A:16S'K+'A&'#0R7&6'7A&'?"77#&='A0+'%"$7A'
G:7&/&6' G07A' :17090.:70"1=' :16' A0+' A&:/7' +&77#&6' G07A' %:1$R:97$/&6'
indifference. He drank. And he drank. And the tears finally came.
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NANCY WHITE

PJ>D5>'I*P5

*'G:+':'9"$17/M'+"12'R:6012
01':16'"$7'"1'7A&'9:/'/:60"'+#06
the fiddlestrings to static when I hit

7A&'?02'9$/<&'7""'R:+7='.$%%&#&6':'+"#"
01'7A&'A:/%"109:d+'7A/":7='.:/@&6
:7';"++:M$1:'C"16'7"'?/&:7A&S'*'G:+'

7A&'?&&R'"$7'"1'7A&'A02AG:M'9/:%%&6
01':'7/:0#&/='A""<&+'&&/0&O+7&:6MS'
P/0&16+'GA"'A"1@&6':16'

G:<&6'+:06'*'G:+'+"'6&&.'01'
&#+&GA&/&'*'1&<&/'+:G'7A&%'?$7'7A&M
+:G'%&':16'*'G:+'1"7'#""@012'+"

2""6S'TA"+&'6:M+'*'G:+'
+%:9@012'7A&'60:#'7/M012'7"'2&7
+"%&'"7A&/'+7:70"1'7"'9"%&'01S
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LISA CANTWELL

TNJ'CJ5D-

-5IP'CJ>T>K*T

0'%:%:'?&:/'
0'#":6O?&:/012'@079A&1&77&'G:##'0
wallflower wilting in terracotta pot  
i windblown coneflower in bicycle spoke  
0'A:#RA&:/7&6'?#"Gh"?'7"'$12/:7&R$#':#%"+7O&U'0'
.:/%020:1"'9A&&+&'9/$%?'+7$9@'01'/$+7M'2/:7&/'0'
G:7&/#"22&6'9A&&+&9#"7A'$16&/'@079A&1'+01@'
0'.&:1$7'?$77&/'9""@0&'+01@012'01'%0#@'0'
A:0/'"1'?$/17'7":+7'?$77&/'.:7''
i glasswing butterfly caught in spiderweb i 
brimstone moth fly during day seek light at night 
0'?#$&#02A7'+.&90:#'"1'?0/6+&&6'0'?0/6d+O&M&'<0&G'0'+"$#%:7&'G07A'+%"@M'
&M&'
0'/$??&/'+"$#'+&:/9A012'R"/'&:/#M'G"/%+'01'9&/7:01'60/7'
0'G"%:1'"R':'9&/7:01':2&'+&:/9A012'R"/'R"$17:01'"R'7/$7A'0'



^,

DANDELION

i am not some delicate flower 
R"/'M"$'7"'.#$9@'?$7'0':%'.#$9@0&/'
7A:1'M"$'%02A7'20<&'%&'9/&607'R"/'0'
:%'1"7'M"$/'6""/%:7'6"1d7'+7:16'"1'%M'
back and wipe your dirty deeds off on me 
0':%':##'R&#01&'+#01@M'.$//':16'?07&'
"19&'0'+01@'%M'7&&7A'01'0'G0##'2/"G'"1'M"$'
#0@&':'G&&6'0'6"1d7'06#&'?$7'GA&1'
i am on the go i floret full throttle 
0'6"'1"7'G:#@'2&17#&'0'/$1'G0#6'M&##"G'
.&7:#'."G&/'.09@'%&':16'0'+709@'
:/"$16'@1"9@'%&'6"G1':16'0'G0##'?"$19&'?:9@'
#0@&'/$??&/'0'6"1d7':#G:M+'9"%&'
GA&1'M"$'.$7'M"$/'#0.+'7"2&7A&/':16'?#"G'



^3

MICHELLE MOROUSE

MAKING APPLE SNOW, NEW YORK TIMES RECIPE, 
P>JD',a,`

Dy sister Sadie would say, “Why do you want to make this?” She ran off 
7"'F&17$9@M'7G&17M'M&:/+':2"='h$+7'?&R"/&'NN**='#&:<012'%&'7"'9:/&'R"/'

7A&%'%M+&#RS'T""'%$9A='"R'9"$/+&='R"/'"1&'.&/+"1='?$7'*'9:1'%:@&'GA:7&<&/'
7A&'A&##' *'G:17=':16'*d%'$+012'$.' 7A&'2/:110&+' 7A:7'G&/&'+A/0<&#012' 01' 7A&'
cellar. They’re bright green, like Sadie’s first heels, Easter pumps that were 
9/:9@&6':16'702A7'GA&1'7A&M'G&/&'A:16&6'6"G1'7"'%&S

I sauté the slices, filling the house with pure apple perfume, no spice, 
#0@&'7A&':..#&'+@0##&7'9:@&'7A:7'*d6'%:@&'R"/'P:7A&/'GA&1'A&'G"$#6'&:7'#077#&'
&#+&S' *'./&++' 7A&%'7A/"$2A':' R""6'%0##=' /&%&%?&/012'A"G'%M':/%+'G"$#6'
:9A&'"1'E/:16%:d+':..#&'?$77&/'6:M+S'

*' +&.:/:7&' 7A&' &22+=' GA0.' 7A&' GA07&+S' TA&Md/&' +7"/&O?"$2A7' &22+S' TA&'
last laying hen retired and went to the stew pot five years ago. The whipped 
whites look like snowdrifts. The drifts were higher when I was a child. You 
9"$#6'+9:/9&#M' +&&'GA&1' 7A&'G016'?#&G' 7A&'+1"G':/"$16S' *d6'?&'+"'+9:/&6'
"R' 2&77012' #"+7'"1'%M'G:M' 7"' R&&6' 7A&' 9A09@&1+S'J1&'6:M=' *' +:06' f1"=g' :16'
D"7A&/'2/:??&6'7A&'G""6&1'+.""1='2"7'&<&1'%:66&/'GA&1'07'?/"@&'"1'%M'
?:/&'?&A016S'*7'7""@'M&:/+'R"/'7A&'+9:/'7"'60+:..&:/S'

*' R"#6'01'7A&'.$/&&=':16'7A&'%0U7$/&'#""@+'#0@&'A&:<M'+1"GS'NA&1'G:+'
7A&' #:+7'70%&'*'%:6&':'+1"G?:##=':'+1"G%:1j'-:60&':16'*'G"$#6'A06&':16'
.0#&'$.'+1"G?:##+=':%?$+A'7A&'7G"'?/"7A&/+'R/"%'6"G1'7A&'+7/&&7'GA&1'7A&M'
G:#@&6'7"'+9A""#S'-A&'%://0&6'"1&'"R'7A&%S'TA&'"7A&/'G:+'@0##&6'?M'F/:$7+'01'
P/:19&S'*'G"$#6'A:<&'h"01&6'7A&'NK;+='?$7'-:60&'G:+':#/&:6M'2"1&'?M'7A&1='
:16'D"7A&/':16'P:7A&/' +:06'1"=' fNA:7' 0R' +"%&7A012'A:..&1+' 7"'M"$'"<&/'
7A&/&j'NA"d##'7:@&'9:/&'"R'$+j'N&d/&'1"7'2&77012':1M'M"$12&/Sg

TA&'G016' @09@+' $.=' :16' *' #""@' "$7' 7A&' ?:9@'G016"G':16' +&&' +"%&'"R'
the few remaining leaves fly off the trees. I always expected Mother’s death 
G"$#6'?&':'6/:G1O"$7'2""6?M&='#0@&'P:7A&/d+='?$7'+A&'R&##'"1&'#"<&#M'-./012'
6:M'GA0#&'G&'A$17&6'R"/'%"/&#+':7'7A&'&62&'"R'"$/'G""6+S'-A&'9#$79A&6'A&/'
9A&+7S'D"7A&/='"R':##'.&".#&='G:+'+.&&9A#&++S'*'7/0&6'7"'A&#.'A&/'$.=':16'7A&1'
*'/&:#0Z&6'*'A:6'7"'/$1'R"/'A&#.S'*'9"$#6'A:<&'/$1'R:+7&/S'D:M?&'1"7S'*'6"1d7'
@1"GS'*'+$/&'9:1d7'/$1'1"GS

*7d+' 7""'%$9A' R"/'"1&'.&/+"1S';:1' 07' ?&' R/"Z&1j'D:M?&S'K1M7A012' 9:1'
R/&&Z&='"R'9"$/+&S'*7d+'7A&'7A:G012'"$7'7A:7d+'7A&'./"?#&%S



^_

PARTNERS

Klexandra’s put it off long enough. It’s been two years since she’s seen the 
T:M#"/+='A&/'R"/%&/'R"+7&/'R:%0#MS'5<&/M'70%&'+A&'6/0<&+'7"'7A&0/'7"G1='

.:+7'7A:7'9$/<&':#"12'I:@&'5/0&='+A&'/&%&%?&/+'7A&'9"#6'G:7&/'01'A&/'R:9&='
$16&/'A&/'9#"7A&+='01'A&/'A&#%&7='A"G'+A&'R"/2"7'7A:7'+A&'@1&G'A"G'7"'+G0%='
7"'+G0%'G&##='R"/'"1&'.:109@&6'+&9"16S

;016M'T:M#"/'01'7A&'G&&6+='$16&/'7A&'?0@&S'
-A&' +07+' :7' 7A&' 9"$17&/' "R' 7A&0/' R:%0#M'601&/S' fC:/61&/+lg' 6&9#:/&+' 7A&'

R:6&6'+021'"$7'R/"17Y'+:%&'6$+7M'+:66#&':16'.A"7"+'"R'>"M'>"62&/+':16'B:#&'
5<:1+'?&A016'7A&'9:+A'/&20+7&/S'

After fifteen years, she still has dreams about working there as a 
7&&1e#$19A'/$+A='6011&/'/$+Ae:#G:M+'?&A016S'-A&'9:1'G:#@'017"':1M'?$+M'
/&+7:$/:17='+&&'7A&'G"/@&/d+'R:9&+=':16'R&&#'7A&0/'R:702$&S'H&/'G:07/&++'7"6:M'
&16$/&+':1"7A&/'7M.&'"R'R:702$&='7A:7'"R'1"7'?&012'?$+M'&1"$2AS'TA&'601&/d+'
#"9:70"1':7'7A&'"$7+@0/7+'"R'7A0+'+"$7A&/1'J17:/0"'7"G1='G07A'9A:01'/&+7:$/:17+'
:..&:/012'6"G17"G1='9:$+&6'C:/61&/+d'?$+01&++'7"'+#0.'./&90.07"$+#MS'

Roger Taylor, the eldest son, finishes a grill order and walks over. His 
."1M7:0#'0+'7A011&/'1"G=':16'A&'0+'7A09@&/S'H0+'+%0#&'A017+':7'7A&'A:16+"%&'
A02A'+9A""#'?:+@&7?:##'+7:/'A&'"19&'G:+S'f*7d+'?&&1':'#"12'70%&='K#&U:16/:Sg

“Yes, I’ve been meaning to get out, but it’s been so busy, with Beauty Pro 
:16':##Sg

“You got the invitation to Jeremy’s graduation tomorrow, didn’t you? 
;:1'M"$'%:@&'07jg

f*d##' 7/MS' *d%'"1'%M'G:M' 7"'F079A&1&/' R"/':' 9"1R&/&19&=' :16' 7A&/&d##' ?&'
+"%&'%&&7012+S'H"G'0+'&<&/M"1&jg

 “Cindy’s the same. Mom’s gone quilt crazy. Your old room is filled with 
fabric and stuff.”

fN"GSg'*7'0+1d7'A:/6'R"/'K#&U:16/:'7"'0%:201&S'TA:7'?:+&%&17'/""%'G:+'
#077#&'?022&/'7A:1':'G:#@O01'9#"+&7S'

fD"%'7/0&6'9"%.$7&/'9#:++&+':7' 7A&'9"##&2&='?$7'+A&' h$+7'6"&+1d7'A:<&'
7A&'9"19&17/:70"1S'K16'B:6'0+'B:6='+7&..012'6"G1':'?07'R/"%'7A&'?$+01&++Sg'
>"2&/'+A/$2+='fN&##='*d6'?&77&/'2&7'?:9@'7"'G"/@Sg

ooo
The news isn’t good in Kitchener. Beauty Pro was deeply affected by 

017&/1&7'+A"..012eR&G&/'A"%&'.:/70&+e:16'7A&0/'G&?+07&'A:+1d7'%:6&'$.'
the difference.



^`

K#&U:16/:' 6"&+1d7' @1"G' R"/' 9&/7:01' 7A:7' +A&d+' 2"012' 7"' 7A&' T:M#"/'
9&#&?/:70"1'$170#'+A&d+',('%01$7&+':G:M='7$/1012':7'B0<0+0"1'>":6S'-A&'.:/@+'
"1' 7A&' +7/&&7' "$7+06&' 7A&' +%:##' /:19A'A"%&=' 7"$9A&+'$.'A&/'%:@&$.S'-A&'
#""@+':7'A&/'#&R7'A:16S'TA&/&d+'1"'G&66012'/012'%:/@'#&R7S'TA&'T:M#"/+'@1"G'
enough about the first marriage; no need to mention the Vegas ceremony 
:16'+&9"16'60<"/9&S

5<&/M"1&d+' 01' 7A&' ?:9@M:/6S' TA&' A:1609:..&6' :99&++' /:%.' +:2+S' *7d+'
+&#6"%'$+&6'1"G'+019&'7A&M'%"<&6';016M'7"'7A&'D&11"107&'A"%&S

-A&d+'+$/./0+&6'7"'A&:/'1"'2"+.&#'"/';A/0+70:1'/"9@='h$+7'9"$17/M'+"12+S'
D:'T:M#"/'A$2+'K#&U:16/:':16'017/"6$9&+'A&/'7"'7A&'1&G'1&02A?"/+':+'f"$/'
6:$2A7&/=g'./"%.7012'.$ZZ#&6'#""@+S'C:'T:M#"/'+A:@&+'A&/'A:16='fN&#9"%&='
K#&U:16/:Sg

>"2&/'0+':7'7A&'2:+'2/0##='fE#:6'M"$'%:6&'07S'K/&'M"$'2"012'7"'2&7'7"'+&&'
;016Mjg

f*d##'+7".'?MS'*7d+'?&&1'7""'#"12Sg
K'M"$12'?"M'.$+A&+':'7"66#&/'.&/0#"$+#M'A02A'"1':'+G012='7A&1':%?#&+'

over for a hotdog. Roger puts more hamburgers on the grill. “You two were 
/&:#'.:/71&/+'01'9/0%&S';016M'G:+'7A&'01+702:7"/='&Aj'TG"'M&:/+'"#6&/='.".$#:/'
:+'A&##='+7/"12OG0##&6Sg

fJA='*'G:+'1"':12&#S'*d%'7A&'"1&'GA"'R:@&6'M"$/'D"%d+'<"09&'"1'7A:7'
phone call, saying we had the stomach flu.” 

'fNA&1'M"$'+@0..&6'+9A""#='7""@'7A&'R&//M'7"'C&#&&'*+#:16'7"'%&&7'7A"+&'
$10<&/+07M'?"M+jg

 “Yep.” Teenagers cluster at the side of the garage, and two slip between 
7A&'?:9@'"R'7A&'2:/:2&':16'7A&':/?"/<07:&='K#&U:16/:':16';016Md+'"#6'+%"@012'
A06&"$7S

 “And the time you snuck a fifth of rye into Bible camp! And Dad was 
./&:9A012' ?:9@' 7A&1lg' >"2&/' +7:/&+S' f-A&' G:+' G0#6S' T""' G0#6=' *' 2$&++S' *7'
G:+1d7'6/$2+'"/':#9"A"#Y'7A&M'9A&9@&6'A&/'R"/'7A:7S'*':#G:M+'G"16&/&6'0R'+A&'
G:+'+.&&6012Sg

-A&'"19&'7"#6'>"2&/':#%"+7'&<&/M7A012S'H&d+'7A&'9#"+&+7'7"':'?02'?/"7A&/'
+A&d+'&<&/'A:6S'K#&U:16/:'20<&+'7A&'+:%&'/&+."1+&'+A&'2:<&'&<&/M"1&'7A:7'
102A7':16'&<&/M'70%&':R7&/S'f-A&'G:+1d7'2"012'7""' R:+7S'TA&'G016'?"7A&/&6'
%M'&M&+='+"'*'9#"+&6'7A&%=':16'7A&1'+A&'G:+'+9/&:%012='7A&1'G&'G&/&'01'7A&'
G:7&/Sg

ooo
NA&1'K#&U:16/:'://0<&+=';016M' 0+'+077012' 01':'9"/1&/'"R' 7A&'+$1'."/9A'

:7'7A&'A"%&='#""@012'7A011&/':16'%"/&'9"0#&6'$.'7A:1'#:+7'70%&S'5<&/M'<0+07='
K#&U:16/:'A".&+':16'R&:/+'7A:7';016M'G0##'+:M'+"%&7A012='?$7'7A&/&d+'"1#M':'
M&#.':16':'#0R7'"R'A&/'&M&?/"G+'7A:7'K#&U:16/:'0%:201&+'0+'/&9"21070"1S'TA&'
#:+7'G"/6';016M'A:6'&<&/'+:06'7"'A&/'G:+'fC/"%0+&jg'



^(

ooo
At first, Cindy wouldn’t teach Alexandra to drive the Harley. The Taylors 

"1#M' :##"G&6' ;016M' 7"' 6/0<&' 07' ?&9:$+&' 07' G:+' #&R7' 7"' A&/' ?M' A&/' ?&#"<&6'
grandfather. Alexandra, aged fifteen, didn’t even have a driver’s permit, but 
;016M'/&#&17&6':R7&/'7A/&&'G&&@+'"R'.#&:6012S

She taught Alexandra behind a deserted fish processing plant, watching 
7"'%:@&'+$/&'7A:7'7A&'+:0#?":7+'"1'I:@&'5/0&'G&/&1d7'2&77012'7""'9#"+&S'fTA&'
%"#6M'"#60&+'%02A7'?&'"$7'7A&/&=g'A&/'7&/%'R"/'7A&'9A$/9A'&#6&/+S

One Wednesday night, they begged off joining the family at service, 
fN"/#6'A0+7"/Md+'@09@012'"$/'?$77lg';016M'%:6&'A&/'./"%0+&'7A:7'+A&'G"$#6'
1&<&/' 7&##' :1M"1&=' :16' K#&U:16/:' 1&<&/' A:+S' TA&M' A&:6&6' R"/' I:@&+A"/&'
>":6='K#&U:16/:d+'&M&+'+7012012':+'+A&'+7&&/&6'7A&'H:/#&M'"1':'.$?#09'/":6'R"/'
the first time, with Cindy behind her for the first time, roaring past roadside 
+7:16+':16'.&:9A'"/9A:/6+='7"G:/6+'7A&'.:/@'GA&/&'K#&U:16/:d+'#:7&+7'9/$+A'
A$12'"$7='7"G:/6+':'+#09@'"R'"0#'+&&1'7""'#:7&S''



^^

TARA WESTMOR

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE BELOVED

I0+7&1='7A0+'017&/<0&G&/'6"&+'1"7'G:17'7"'A"#6'7A&'?&#"<&6d+'A&:6'
01'A&/'#:.':16'?&'9/0709:#':?"$7'GA:7'7A&'?&#"<&6'9:##+'fG:/Sg'NA:7'6&+.09:?#&
7A012+'G&'6"'R"/':'."&%S'TA&'?&#"<&6'G0##':1+G&/'&<&/M'[$&+70"1V

fM&+g':16'f+&&='*':%'1"'#"12&/'A$%:1='?$7'+"%&7A012'M"$'9:1'@&&.Sg
TA&/&'0+':'#02A7'7A/"$2A'7A&'G016"G'7A:7'G/07&+'07+&#R'"17"'7A&'?&#"<&6d+'+@01S
NA:7'#&127A+'G&'2"=':+':17A/"."#"20+7='7"'9:##'7A0+'017&/<0&G'$+&R$#

7"':1M"1&'?$7'"$/+&#<&+S'TA&'017&/<0&G&/'G0##':+@V'H"G'A:<&'M"$'.#:11&6'G:/+j'
The weight of bullets in a fistful are equivalent to how many sunflower seeds?
TA&'?&#"<&6'G0##'/&9:##'A&/'6:$2A7&/d+'A:16+='+7:01&6'M&##"G'R/"%'/$??012'7A&'

.&7:#+

between her fingers. Ugly things, sunflowers, the beloved will think.
In the interview: How many fistfuls of hair that you brushed behind my ear 
while I coughed into your favorite blue blouse? Whose babies, out in sunflower 

fields 

:16'6&+&/7+=':16'A&:<M'G07A'A:16+'R$##'"R':%%$1070"1j'NA:7'G:+'M"$/'h"?j
The interviewer will think on the light beam and will find no way to fold it 
017"'7A&'/&+&:/9AS'TA&'017&/<0&G&/d+'h"?'1"G'7"':+@'[$&+70"1+':?"$7'7A&'%0#07:/M

about her mother’s profession. This light beam, the specks of dust floating onto 
7A&'+@01

A06&+'&<&/M'[$&+70"1S'TA&'?&#"<&6d+'A&:6'"1'A&/'6:$2A7&/d+'#:.S'5<&/M7A012'
0+'"@:MS'K16'*'#"<&'M"$S'*1'7A&'/&+&:/9A='*'9:11"7'+:M'7A&'?&#"<&6d+'1:%&S'L$7'*'

9:1'

+.&:@':?"$7'fM&+g':16'fA$%:1g':16'fGA:7'A:<&'G&'?&9"%&jg
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IGOR ZUSEV

CRAZY SNAIL
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JOSEPH KERSCHBAUM

IMPOSTER SYNDROME                                                             

after [you fit into me] by Margaret Atwood

+""1'7A&M'G0##'60+9"<&/'M"$' :/&1d7'M"$'
contort shapeshift counterfeit to fit 
01'G07A'7A&'.:9@' +%$22#&'M"$/+&#R'017"'
G"#Rd+'9#"7A&+' #077#&'+A&&.'%&

9:1'M"$'+&&''' GA:7'M"$'#""@'#0@&'
<:$6&<0##0:1'<&17/0#"[$0+7' G07A'"1&'&M&'"1'7A&'A""@'
A06&'+"'#"12'M"$'7$/1'7/:1+#$9&17'''''M"$'9"1<&/7'017"'
:'?#016+."7'7A:7'A"<&/+'01'7A&'9"/1&/'"R':1'&M&

worm unearths its purpose on the fish hook
?:7&6'?/&:7A'G:07012'R"/'7A&'%"$7A'"R':1'
indifferent predator who rips you open 
6"&+1d7'@1"G'M"$/'1:%&'' ' 6"&+1d7'?:7':1'&M&



^a

EMILY ROSE MILLER

BEFORE THE PARTY STARTS: INTERNALIZED                
HOMOPHOBIA AS CONFESSION

H"G'6"'M"$'<0&G'%&='A%j'K%'*'?/:<&
' ' ' ' GA&1'M"$'9:##'%&':'+011&/j'L/:<&/'7A:1'M"$'
9"$#6'&<&/'?&=':'G"%:1d+'7"$9A'"1'M"$/'%016
' ' ' ' '?$7':970"1'A:12&6'01'M"$/'A&:/7'?M':'./0&+7'
G07A'R:7='6&9/&.07'A:16+j'K%'*':'+7&/&"7M.&'7"'M"$='
' ' ' ' :12/M'/&?$77:#+'h$+7'7A&'@016'"R'7A012':'
' ' ' ' ?/"@&1'[$&&/
would say? Do the justifications of my very existence
' ' ' ' 6/0<&'M"$'9/:ZMj'*R'*d6'"1#M'./:M='E"6'
G"$#6'20<&'%&'7A&'+7/&127A'7"'+$../&++'7A&+&'$/2&+
' ' ' ' *d%'+$/&Y'H&'%:6&'%&'7A0+'G:M
to test me, after all   (your church says) I can’t be
0%.:/70:#=':16'0+1d7'7A:7':'+A:%&j'NAM'9:1d7'
' ' ' ' G&'h$+7'/&+.&97'"7A&/+d'".010"1+'7A&+&'6:M+j'
DM':/%+':/&'9/"++&6':9/"++'7A&'@079A&1'0+#:16'
    barricaded between us like a safety buffer. If 
' ' ' ' *'A06&'
?&A016'07='M"$/'G"/6+'+A:/.':+'M"$/'6:%1'&M&#01&/'
' ' ' ' G0##'+70##'.0&/9&'7A&'.#:9&+'*'A:<&'?&&1'
' ' ' ' +7:??&6'01'
R"/'M&:/+S'K%'*':'./"h&97'7"'M"$='+"%&"1&'M"$'9:1'./&:9A'
' ' ' ' 7"='+"%&"1&'M"$'9:1'+:<&j'*+'7A:7'GAM'
' ' ' ' M"$'+A:/&6'
your unprompted opinions under blinking fluorescent
' ' ' ' #02A7+='M"$/'"G1'+&9$/&'7$/Rj'J/'6"'M"$'
' ' ' ' +&&'M"$/+&#R'
01'%&j'NA&1'M"$'+.&:@'/&h&970"1'7"'%M'R/"G1'
' ' ' ' 0+'07'/&:##M'7"'M"$/'"G1'+01R$#'A&:/7=':9A012
R"/'7A&'7"$9A'"R':'G"%:1j'' ' ' H%j

' ' ' C/:M'R"/'M"$/'+"$#Y'./:M
' ' ' R"/'M"$/'A&:/7S'
' ' ' *7'G"1d7'9A:12&
' ' ' :'7A012S'
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CAT BABBIE

FUTURE MOVEMENT



b,

MOUNTAIN SOFTLY
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FUTURE RHYTHMS
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FUTURE PATHWAY
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FUTURE MARKING
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DAVID STARKEY

AFTER DRINKING TOO MUCH AT A PARTY

''''''TA&'G"/#6'0+'+:6S
*'7A01@'*'%$+7'+:M'7A0+':2:01V'
'''''''TA&'G"/#6'0+'+:6e
5<&1'01'%"/1012'+$1+A01&S'K16'GA&1
*'+07':7'102A7'/&:6012'01'?&6
I:7&=':#"1&='E"6='*'R&&#'07'7A&1V
'''''''TA&'G"/#6'0+'+:6S
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KAITLIN KAN

TNJ'CJ5D-

PORTRAIT OF HONG KONG

*'G&:<&'7A/"$2A'7A&'7/$1@+'"R'R:%0#M'7/&&+
GA"+&'?/:19A&+'@107'01'%:7/0%"1M'
[$07&'"<&/9:1".M012'7A&'0<MO9#:6'%"$17:01
GA&/&'+@M+9/:.&/+'./"7/$6&'#0@&'7&&7AS'
Still a mere flaneur on the shores of heredity, 
GA&/&'*'.&&#&6'#M9A&&+'#0@&'#:17&/1+'
:16'?"G&6'7"'7A&':+A&+'"R':19&+7"/+=
GA07&1&++'9":7012'%M'7"12$&=
9A"@012'"1'7A&'9:17"1&+&'*'G:+1d7'7:$2A7S'
A city floating in a perfume of decay 
R/"%'7A&'9:/9:++&+'A:12012'01'7A&'%&:7'+7:##+'
and the offshore hands that softly suffocate 
7A&'#0<&+'G0##&6'7"'$+'01'1$9#&"706&+S'
P016012'+%:##'h"M+'01'7A&'#0%01:#'+.:9&+'
GA&/&'*':%'?"7A'#"<&6':16'$1@1"G1
01'7A&'+7"/0&+'*'9:1'+A:/&'G07A'1"'"1&='
#&:<&+'R:##'01'7A&'G:@&'"R'%M'+7/"##':?"$7'7A&'C&:@'
:+'*'?&:/'R/$07'G07A'%M'G"/6+
GA"+&'h$09&+'.:017'7A&'+%"2'"<&/':'#:ZM'+$1/0+&='
"<&/A:12012'7A&'?/&:7AO9"12&+7&6'+7/:16S''''
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A CATALOGUE OF GIFTS MY LOVES HAVE GIVEN ME

J1&'2:<&'%&'7A&'D0++'D:/M'D:9@+'
to the beat of the first time I felt my heart 
weaving soft prayers into our flower crowns 
:+'%M'?"6M'G:+'7:$2A7'7"'?&'#"1&#MS'

J1&'2:<&'%&'7A&'6&G'"R'6"#&R$#'&M&+'
GA&1'*'#&:/1&6'"R'%M'-:..A09'+"//"G+'
+7:/O9/"++&6='%""1O9/"++&6='8&+$+';A/0+7O9/"++&6
01'7A&'7A/"&+'"R'A&:/7?/&:@'01<0+0?#&S'

J1&'2:<&'%&'7A&'+&9/&7'+%0#&+'"R':6"#&+9&19&'
1$?0#&'@0++&+'01'7A&'6:/@'7A:7'+%&##&6'"R'6&7&/2&17'
9"##06012'G07A'9$/R&G+'"1'7A"+&'-:7$/6:M+'
G&'+7"#&':G:M':16'+:7&6'"$/+&#<&+'"1'&:9A'"7A&/d+'R/$07S'

J1&'2:<&'%&'7A&'%""1'
the only woman who saw me suffer 
:+'*'A06'%M'R:9&'R/"%'+0#&17'A:7/&6+'
"R'7A&'"/9A:/6+'7A:7'.&:@&6'7A/"$2A'
7A&'7/&##0+'"R'%M'?/"@&1'%016S'

J1&'2:<&'%&':'#077#&'102A7'%$+09'
L&&7A"<&1+'R"/'?/$0+&+'01'7A&'9"##0&6'102A7'
:+'*'%:6&'70%.:10+'?:/&R""7'"1'#01"#&$%'
01'L:99A:1:#+'7A:7'7$/1&6':.A/"60+0:9+'7"'."0+"1+S'

One gave me flowers in full blossom 
7A:7'G0#7&6'01'%M'9$..&6'A:16+'
:+'*'?/&:7A&6'01'7A&'.&/R$%&+'"R'6&+.&/:7&'#$+7'
7A:7'A:61d7':'2:/6&1'7"'2/"GS'

J1&'2:<&'%&'%M'A$%:107M
#"+7'?&7G&&1'%:61&++':16'R"/2&77012'
GA&1':'7"$9A'"R'7A&'A:16'?&1&:7A'7A&'7:?#&'
reminded me of where my flesh remains soft. 

J1&'2:<&'%&':'%"%&17'
7A&'+.:9&'"R':'+012#&'?/&:7A'"R':'?"6Md+'9A:"+'
[$0&7='&M&+'#0#7012='+$+.&16&6'#0@&'.#:+%:'01'+&9"16+'
"1#M'7A&'2/&:7&+7'#"<&'*'9"$#6'&<&/'@1"GS'
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WALTER WEINSCHENK

T5II'D5

NA:7'G0##'M"$'6"'GA&1'M"$d/&'7""'G&:@'7"'/"Gj
6L22'2*%'DV"#'/-%'"V%#'$%RG'8#$'$&*J/'82"#I'/-%'&*VV2%$'0%8;

H"G'G0##'M"$'9/"++'7A&'+$1#&++'?&:9Aj
6L22'J"22"+'/-%'0"D#$'"J'/-%'0"#I'"J'/-%'5""#;

N0##'M"$'9/:G#'7A/"$2A'7A&'2/:++M'2/"$16j
Beyond the edge of the mossy field.

N0##'M"$'+01@'017"'7A&'6&+&/7'+:16j
6L22'&D#'2*G%'58$'E3'/-%'E%*I%'E8G%$'$D#%0;

NA&/&'G0##'M"$'2"'GA&1'7A&':0/'2&7+'9"#6j
6L22'02%%V'E%#%8/-'/-%'-8+/-"&#'2%8)%0;

N0##'M"$'?&'#"+7'01'7A&'G016012'2"/2&j
6'+*22'&"22'+*/-'/-%'+*#$'8#$'0-822'E%'$%2*)%&%$;

How will you find the ocean’s edge?
6L22'2*%'DV"#'/-%'"V%#'$%RG'8#$'$&*J/'82"#I'/-%'&*VV2%$'0%8;
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CREATIVE NONFICTION

JIM ROSS

COMING AND GOING

*t feels jarring, wrong, when I arrive at the Y one late September morning 
and see two men sleeping in an older model car. I think about asking, “You 

guys okay? You got a place to call home?” but instead I go about my day. 
I soon see the car-dozers using the Y’s free weights. They’d been admitted 

weeks ago under the Y’s “Away Program” for members from another Y.  
The newcomers spend most of their Y time pumping iron, using weight 

%:9A01&+=' "/' +077012' 01' 7A&' +:$1:S'TA&' R:7A&/=' A0+' A:0/' 01' 2&#' 7G0+7+=' 0+' "1'
a first-name basis with weight room regulars. The son, with flat, short-
9/"..&6'A:0/='+"%&70%&+'+A""7+'A"".+'+"#"S'J19&'7A&M'://0<&='7A&M'"R7&1'2"'
7A&0/'+&.:/:7&'G:M+S'L"7A'R"/%'9"11&970"1+'/:.06#MS'

J97"?&/'3V'K'?$##&7'+A"G&/'+A:77&/+'G016"G+'"R'D09A:&#+';/:R7'-7"/&S'DM'
G0R&='E012&/='"R7&1'+A".+'7A&/&='6/0<&+'.:+7'6:0#M'7"':16'R/"%'G"/@S'H"$/+'
#:7&/=':'%:1'.09@012'$.'2/"9&/0&+':7'-A"..&/+'0+'R:7:##M'+A"7'"1'>:16"#.AS'
Ginger and I live three houses off Randolph. 

October 3: Next morning, four people are shot and killed in four separate 
01906&17+'G07A01':'7G"O%0#&'/:60$+'01'h$+7'"<&/'7G"'A"$/+S'-"%&'.&".#&'9$/7:0#'
workouts and leave the Y without showering or putting on street clothes. I 
9:1d7'/&:9A'E012&/='GA"'G"/@+'01'7A&'%066#&'"R'7A&'+A""7012+S'D&:1GA0#&='
+A&'2"&+'7"':'+9A""#'R"/':1':.."017%&17'G07A':'./0190.:#='0+'7"#6='f*'9:1d7'#&7'
M"$'01S'N&d/&'"1'#"9@6"G1S'E"'+"%&.#:9&'+:R&Sg

I finally hear from Ginger a half hour after the fourth shooting. “I don’t 
20<&':'6:%1'0R'07d+'+70##'%"/1012='*'G:17':'2#:++'"R'G01&S'-@0.'M"$/':R7&/OG"/@'
Y visit. Just get home.” I compromise and leave work at 2:30 to reach home 
?M'`V44S'

Y members begin walking to/from cars in groups to reduce odds of being 
singled out. Parents who’d left children at childcare facility located behind Y 
begin to enter Y’s front door, tear through Y, exit back door, dash to childcare 
?$0#6012='9"##&97'9A0#6/&1='/$1'7"'?:9@'6""/'G07A'9A0#6/&1='6:+A'7A/"$2A'%:01'
?$0#6012='&U07'<0:'R/"17'6""/S'TA&'%&1'01'7A&'+:$1:'6&?:7&='fH"Gd+'07'."++0?#&'
R"/'+"%&?"6M'7"'+A""7' R"$/'.&".#&' 01'+&.:/:7&' 01906&17+'G07A01'7G"'A"$/+'
G07A"$7'?&012':../&A&16&6jg'

NA&1'*'/&:9A'A"%&'E012&/'+:M+='f>02A7'01'"$/'"G1'?:9@M:/6Sg'K1"7A&/'
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+A""7012'"99$/+'h$+7'"<&/'7A&'B;'#01&S'B&:7A'9"$17'R"/'3b'A"$/+V'+0U='&:9A'?M'
:'+012#&'?$##&7S''

7/(")$%&89 Ginger insists I stop going to the Y until things calm: “You’re 
:'+077012'6$9@'9"%012':16'2"012Sg'*'9"$17&/='f*R'*d%'+:R&':1MGA&/&=
it’s the Y. It’s our refuge. Anyway, you drive through a warzone.”  

D:1M'+7:M'A"%&'/:7A&/'7A:1'R:9&'/0+@+':++"90:7&6'G07A'%$16:1&':970"1+'
#0@&'#":6012'"/'R$&#012':'9:/='#:G1'%"G012='G:#@012='&:7012'"$7S'-"%&'@&&.'
9A0#6/&1'A"%&S'

E012&/' 6/0<&+' 7A/"$2A' M&+7&/6:Md+' G:/Z"1&=' R&&#012' +:R&' ?&A016' A&/'
+7&&/012OGA&&#O:/%"/'$170#'+A&'A:+'7"'+7&.'"$7S'N07A'+9A""#+'"1';"6&'L#$&='
+7$6&17+':/&'9:.70<&e1"'/&9&++='1"' #&:<012' 7A&'+9A""#'?$0#6012'$170#'6:Md+'
&16='1"'"$76""/':R7&/O+9A""#':970<070&+S'D:1M'%&&7012+'9:19&##&6S'TA"+&'7A:7'
A:..&1':/&'A:#ROA&:/7&6S'

TA:7' :R7&/1""1=' +10.&/' /&+$/R:9&+' 101&7M' %0#&+' +"$7AG&+7=' GA&/&' A&'
injures a woman loading bags into her car. I ask Ginger, “Your anger 
dissipating?” Response: “Not a bit, but I don’t know whether I’m using anger 
to camouflage how terrified I am.” 

7/(")$%&:9 Authorities confirm high-powered bullets recovered from 
%$/6&/'+07&+'9"%&'R/"%'+:%&':++:$#7'G&:."1S'D&60:'?/:16+'@0##&/V'fL&#7G:M'
-10.&/Sg'-:$1:D&1'60+9$++'1:7$/&'"R'7&//"/0+%='6&?:7&'GA&7A&/'7A&'+10.&/'
qualifies.  

7/(")$%&;9'*d%'01'7A&'+%:##'#"9@&/'/""%'"$7+06&'7A&'+:$1:'G07A'I://M='
:'/&70/&6'%010+7&/='GA&1'7A&'+"1'G:#@+'01S'f;:1'*'017&//$.7jg'A&':+@+S'I://M'
+:M+='f-$/&='+"1S'NA:7d+'"1'M"$/'%016jg'fBdM"$'@1"G'A"G'7"'$+&'"1&'"R'7A&+&'
locks?” he asks, holding up a combination lock. “Sure, easy enough. You 
never used one for your school locker?” asks Larry. The son answers, “Naw, 
G&'6061d7'A:<&'#"9@&/+S';:1'M"$'.#&:+&'7&:9A'%&jg

I://M'&U.#:01+'7A&'G"/@012+'"R':'9"%?01:70"1'#"9@S'TA&'+"1'.#:M+'G07A'
A0+' #"9@=' 6"&+' +"%&' 9:#0+7A&109+=' 7A&1'6&.:/7+S' I://M' +:M+=' fH&d+' +"'%$9A'
%"/&'."#07&'7A:1'%"+7'7&&1:2&/+'7A&+&'6:M+Sg'K7'A"%&='E012&/':+@+='f;"$#6'
you please stop going to the Y until we know it’s safe?”

7/(")$%& <9' K' +7$6&17' 0+' +A"7' :7' :'%066#&' +9A""#' 7A0/7M'%0#&+' &:+7S'K'
9"OG"/@&/'+9/&:%+='f*'#0<&'"1'7A:7'?#"9@S'TA:7'9"$#6d<&'?&&1'%M'9A0#6Sg';L-'
affiliate later leaks that the sniper left a Tarot Death card with the message, 
fC"#09&%:1V';:##'%&'E"6Sg'

D&60:' :6<0+&+' .$?#09' 7"' %010%0Z&' 70%&' +.&17' f&U."+&6g' "$76""/+S'
-$22&+7+' G:#@012' +7$77&/O+7&.=' #0@&' R""7?:##' "/' ?:+@&7?:##' .#:M&/+V' R:@&'
/$11012'"1&'60/&970"1='7A&1'2"':1"7A&/S'K#+"'/&9"%%&16+'9/"$9A012'GA0#&'
stutter-stepping or fueling cars. From office window, I watch Chaplinesque 
+7$77&/O+7&..012'?&#"GS

7/(")$%&=9&I talk with Joseph, a Y part-time staffer, who touches each 
.0&9&'"R'&[$0.%&17':+'0R'A&'@1"G+'07+'R&&#012+S'*':+@':?"$7'7A&'R:7A&/W+"1'6$"S'



i,

8"+&.A'+:M+='f-"%&70%&+'7A&M'G:+A'7A&0/'9#"7A&+'01'7A&'+A"G&/='+./&:6'7A&%'
"$7'01'7A&'+:$1:='G:07':/"$16='#&:<&'G&:/012'7A&'9#"7A&+'7A&M'h$+7'G:+A&6Sg'
H&'1"7&+'7A&Md<&'?&&1':/"$16'R"/':'%"17AY'A&'+&&+'7A&%
7G"'"/'7A/&&'70%&+':'G&&@=':16'7A&M'+7:M':?"$7'R"$/'A"$/+'.&/'<0+07S'f*'2$&++'
7A&M'A:<&'1"'.#:9&'&#+&'7"'2"=g'7A&1':66+='fD&%?&/+'#0@&'@1"G012'G&d<&'
:99&.7&6'7A&%'6&+.07&'7A&0/'+07$:70"1Sg

K7' A"%&' E012&/' +:M+=' f5<&/M"1&d+' +"' 60+7/:97&6S' -:R&7Md+' 7A&' "1#M'
./0"/07MSg'

I offer to go to the Y only once a day. She asks, “You have to?” That 
&<&1012=' 7A0/7M'%0#&+' G&+7=' :'%:1' 0+' +A"7' :16' @0##&6' R$&#012' A0+' 9:/S' ;:/+'
+7"..&6':16'+&:/9A&6S'E/06#"9@S

7/(")$%&>?9 State troopers apply FBI-developed profiles—50ish white 
%:#&='%0#07:/M'?:9@2/"$16e7"'06&170RM'+$+.&97+S'

7/(")$%&>>9&K'%:1'0+'+A"7':16'@0##&6'R$&#012'9:/'01'7A&'+:%&'7"G1'GA&/&'
:'G"%:1'G:+'01h$/&6'#":6012'?:2+'7A&'G&&@'?&R"/&S'N071&++&+'/&."/7'GA07&'
9:/2"' <:1' %:@012' 2&7:G:MS' D"/&' +&:/9A&+=' 2/06#"9@S' E:+' +7:70"1+' ?&201'
./"<06012'?://0&/+'7"'A06&'?&A016S'

On arriving at Y, I ask Linda at the front desk about the newcomers. She 
+:M+' 7A&' +"1'+"%&70%&+'6"&+'A0+'A"%&G"/@' 01':'1"7&?""@'?$7' fGA&1&<&/'
*'2&7'$.'9#"+&='A&'+A$7+'7A&'?""@='#""@+'017"'%M'&M&+=':16'+%0#&+'$170#'*'2"'
:G:MSg'-A&':66+'7A:7'7A&'+"1d+'0+'1"7A012'#0@&'7A&'R:7A&/d+'f7"7:##M'60+:/%012g'
+%0#&S

K7'?&670%&='E012&/'%0//"/+'#"9:#'2:##"G+'A$%"/V'fK7'#&:+7'G&'@1"G'G&d/&'
+:R&'A&/&'GA&1'A&d+'@0##012'.&".#&'7G"'A"$/+':G:MSg''

7/(")$%&>@9'-:$1:D&1'60+9$++='fN07A'7A&'PL*':16'."#09&'6&.:/7%&17+'
7&:%012'$.='GAM'9:1d7'7A&M'9:79A'7A0+'9#"G1jg

7/(")$%&>A9'*'+$22&+7'7"'E012&/'7A:7'G&'2"'R"/':'G:#@S'-A:@012'A&/'A&:6='
she says, “You still don’t get it.” 

7/(")$%&>89&-10.&/'/&+$/R:9&+='+A""7+':16'@0##+':'G"%:1'#":6012'A&/'
9:/S'B/0<012'A"%&='E012&/'"?+&/<&+'."#09&'.&/R"/%012'2/06'+&:/9A&+':7'7A&'
.&7'9&%&7&/M':9/"++'R/"%'D09A:&#+S'

7/(")$%&>:9 The Y’s Joseph says the father asked for orientation to a 
1&G'.0&9&'"R'&[$0.%&17S'fH&d+'<&/M':77&170<&':16'60#02&17':16'.$+A&+'A0%+&#R'
7"'A0+'.AM+09:#'%:USg'I:7&/='8"+&.A'7&##+'%&'A&'+:G'7A&'R:7A&/'+077012'01'7A&'
+%:##'#"9@&/'/""%='R:9012'#"9@&/+='A&:6'"1'A:16+='&#?"G+'"1'@1&&+S'f*'h$+7'
7"#6'A0%='mH:<&':'109&'6:MSdg

5<&1' 7A"$2A' A$17012' +&:+"1' +7:/7+' 01' 7G"' 6:M+='D:/M#:16d+' 2"<&/1"/'
bans outdoor discharge of firearms. Police release composite sketches of 
GA07&'9:/2"'<:1+':16':+@'7A&'.$?#09'7"'1"70RM':$7A"/070&+'"R'+02A7012+S''

7/(")$%& >;9& K/709#&+' "R' G&7' 9#"7A012' 6/:.&' G""6&1' ?/:9@&7' :/"$16'
+:$1:d+'A&:7012'$107S'-:$1:D&1'<"09&'/&2/&7':7'1"7'@1"G012'A"G'7"'A&#.'7G"'
homeless men at the Y. 
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7/(")$%&><: After making a drop-off at childcare, Mary slams through 
the Y’s backdoor, and accidentally runs into the father’s arms. Viewing
A0%':+':'+7/:12&/='+A&'7/0&+'7"'.$##':G:M='?$7'A&'"1#M'A"#6+'A&/'702A7&/=':16'
she finally surrenders. 

f-"'R/02A7&1&6=g'D:/M'+:M+S
f*7d##'?&'"<&/'+""1=g'A&'/&.#0&+S''
fH"G'6dM"$'@1"Gjg'D:/M':+@+S
f*7'A:+'7"'?&=g'A&':1+G&/+S'''
7/(")$%&>BV'*'+&&'I://M='7A&'%010+7&/='+077012'01'7A&'#"9@&/'/""%'7:#@012'

G07A'7A&'+"1S'I:7&/'I://M'+:M+='fH&d+'1"7'#0@&'"7A&/'@06+'A0+':2&S'H&'20<&+'%&'
A".&Sg'

7/(")$%& >=9' -10.&/' /&+$/R:9&+' 7"' 7A&' G&+7=' 9/0709:##M' G"$16+' :'%:1'
"$7+06&':'/&+7:$/:17='1:0#+'#&77&/'"1'7/&&'6&%:16012'6&#0<&/M'"R'X,4'%0##0"1'
G07A01'__'A"$/+S

7/(")$%& @?9&C"#09&' /&9&0<&' :' 9:##' R/"%' +10.&/' :?"$7' 7A&' #"9:70"1' "R'
already-found demand letter. Letter’s handwriting confirmed as match that 
"1'T:/"7'9:/6S'K'./0&+7'/&9&0<&+':'9:##'R/"%':##&2&6'+10.&/'+$22&+7012'."#09&'
#""@'017"'#0[$"/'+7"/&'/"??&/MOA"%0906&'01'K#:?:%:S'

7/(")$%& @>9' *1<&+702:7"/+' 9"17:97' K#:?:%:' :$7A"/070&+' :?"$7'
September 21 robbery-homicide. FBI links fingerprint lifted from magazine 
at robbery-homicide to prints from Lee Boyd Malvo collected in earlier INS 
6&7&170"1S'N:+A0127"1'-7:7&'01<&+702:7"/+'+:M'D:#<"'#:+7'+&&1'7/:<&#012'G07A'
8"A1'D$A:%%:6S'

The Y’s Joseph reports he saw the father in the locker room earlier, head 
"1'A:16+='h$+7'#0@&'#:+7'G&&@=':16':+@&6'A0%='fH"Gd/&'M"$'6"012jg'TA&'R:7A&/'
answered, “Not well.” Joseph tells me, “I think he’s depressed. I don’t know 
GA:7'7"'6"'R"/'A0%Sg'

7/(")$%&@@9'L&R"/&'6:G1=':'?$+'6/0<&/'0+'+A"7':16'@0##&6'01'+:%&':/&:'
where the first four killings took place. Police find note: “Your incompetence 
A:+' 9"+7' M"$' :1"7A&/' #0R&Sg'E012&/'G:@&+'%&=' f*+' 7A0+' 7A&' +7:/7' "R' :1"7A&/'
9#$+7&/j' B"' *' /&:##M' A:<&' 7"' 2"' 7"' G"/@jg' *' +$22&+7' 9:##012' "$7Y' +A&' 9:##+'
./0190.:#+'+"'7A&M'9:1'9:19&#S'T"7:#'2/06#"9@S''

At Y, parents stutter-step across parking lot with kids in tow, tear into 
front and out back doors, stutter-step to childcare to make drop-offs, reverse 
60/&970"1='+7$77&/O+7&.'?:9@'7"'9:/+='%:@&'2&7:G:M+S''

Late morning, Bill, a part-time staffer, sees the father exiting the sauna 
looking flushed.  He stumbles, sits, buries his face in his hands. Bill asks, “Is 
anything the matter?” The father turns to Bill, says, “No, everything’s fine.” 
I:7&/' L0##' 7&##+'%&=' f*' +$+.&97' A&' "<&/606' A0+' +:$1:' 70%&' :R7&/' :' +7/&1$"$+'
G"/@"$7S'L$7'%:M?&'A&d+'&U.&/0&19012'+7/&++&+'G&'9:1d7'@1"G':1M7A012':?"$7Sg

TA&'R:7A&/'7A&1'2&7+':'#:.7".'R/"%'A0+'9:/='9"%&+'?:9@'01+06&=':+@+'I016:'
GA&/&'A&'9:1'G:79A'7&#&<0+0"1'./0<:7&#MS
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T"#6'7A&/&'0+1d7':1MGA&/&='A&'2"&+'7"'7A&'9:/60"'/""%='G:79A&+'7&#&<0+0"1'
R"/'7G"'%01$7&+='9"%&+'"$7'+&&%012'.:109@&6='60/&97+'I016:='fT&##'%M'+"1'
*d%'01'7A&'9:/'?&9:$+&'*d<&'2"7':'7""7A:9A&S'>&%&%?&/'6L)%'I"/'8'/""/-8R-%;g

E012&/'#:7&/':+@+='fNAM'&<&1'R:@&'07jg
7/(")$%&@AV'E012&/'6/0<&+'7A/"$2A'7A&'+9&1&'"R'7A&'01070:#'9#$+7&/S'-A&'

&19"$17&/+'A&02A7&1&6'./&+&19&'"R'."#09&'GA"':17090.:7&':1'&+9:#:70"1'?M'7A&'
+10.&/S'D!K'.A"7"'"R'D$A:%%:6'0+'R:U&6'7"'+10.&/'7:+@'R"/9&S'D:@&='%"6&#='
:16'7:2'1$%?&/'"R'?#$&';:./09&'/&20+7&/&6'7"'D$A:%%:6'0+'"?7:01&6S'TG"'
hours later, FOX releases to public. ATF issues warrant on federal firearms 
<0"#:70"1+S'

7/(")$%&@8V'C:+7'%06102A7=':' 7/$9@&/'+."7+':'?#$&';:./09&'.:/@&6':7'
:' /&+7' +7".' :1' A"$/' 1"/7AG&+7S' TG"' :16' :' A:#R' A"$/+' #:7&/=' ."#09&' &U7/:97'
Muhammad and Malvo from the Caprice. Trooper finds Bushmaster in 
7/$1@S'L:##0+709+'#01@+'L$+A%:+7&/'7"'+A""7012+S'

Hours later Linda and another Y front desk staffer talk about photos 
?/":69:+7'"1'7A&'1&G+'"R'%&1'://&+7&6':+'+10.&/+S'TA&M':2/&&'7A&M'f6"='?$7'
don’t” look like the father and son who’ve been coming to the Y. Mainly, 
different hair. The Y director chews them out for “assuming,” says they could 
2&7'.:/&17+'GA"'"<&/A&:/'7A&%'f$11&9&++:/0#M'9"19&/1&6Sg'J1&'+:M+'7"'7A&'
"7A&/='f*R'7A&M'6"1d7'9"%&'?:9@='G&'@1"GSg

News of the sniper’s capture spreads through the Y like spilled mercury. 
N&'@1"G'1"Ge7A"+&' 7G"'%&1='G&' 7A"$2A7' "R' 7A&%':+' "$/' R/0&16+S'N&d6'
?&&1'01'7A&0/'6:MO?MO6:M'9"%.:1M='+G&:7&6'G07A'7A&%=':6%077&6'7A&%'7"'"$/'
90/9#&'"R'7/$+7='R&#7'9"%.:++0"1'R"/'7A&%='&<&1':##"G&6'7A&%'7"'9"%R"/7'$+S''

Joseph laments, “I wish I could’ve figured out how to help them before 
7A012+'G&17'A:MG0/&Sg'

L&1'9/0&+='f-."77012'"1'G&02A7+='*'.$7'%M'#0R&'01'7A&0/'A:16+=':16'7A&M'.$7'
7A&0/+'01'%01&Sg''

I://M'9"1R&++&+='f*'$+&6'7"'?&'2""6':7'h$62012'9A:/:97&/Sg'
D:/M'60<$#2&+='fH&'A&#6'%&S'*7'R&#7'+"'G:/%S'*'R&#7'/&#0&RSg'
The locker room is solemn and quiet, just like a year ago after a Y family 

of four died in a fiery crash on 9/11. Both times, we’d lost friends.
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JESS SKYLESON

KTIK-

*7'G:+'"1'7A:7'1://"G='7G0+7012'/":6='
GA&/&'G&'2"7'#"+7'R"/'A"$/+=
:16'M"$'+:12'+"12+'7"'%:@&'%&'#:$2A=
7/M012'7"'#0R7'7A&'A&:<M'G&02A7
7A&'G:M'M"$':#G:M+'9://M'R&:/e
#0@&'K7#:+='+A"$#6&/012'7A&'&:/7AS

B"'M"$'/&%&%?&/'A"G'7A&'&:/7A
h$+7'R&##':G:M='/02A7'?&+06&'7A&'/":6j
*'9#$79A&6'7A&'+7&&/012'GA&&#'01'R&:/'
:16'6061d7'?/&:7A&'R"/'A"$/+S
Your hand on my leg felt like a weight—
&<&1'M"$'R"/2"7'7"'#:$2AS

L$7'07'G:+'9"G+'7A:7'%:6&'$+'#:$2A=
+7:16012'7A&/&'#0@&'9#"6+'"R'&:/7AV
7A&M'G&/&'7/:..&6'$16&/'7A&0/'"G1'G&02A7=
:16'?#"9@012'7A&'&170/&'/":6S
-"'G&'+.&17':1"7A&/'7G"O:16O:OA:#R'A"$/+
%:@012'9"G'h"@&+='9"1[$&/012'R&:/S

TA:7d+'7A&'R$11M'7A012':?"$7'R&:/e
7A&'G:M'07'R"/9&+'M"$'7"'#:$2AS
N&'A:61d7'+&&1':1M"1&'R"/'A"$/+=
G&/&'G&'7A&'#:+7'.&".#&'#&R7'"1'&:/7Aj
*+'7A0+'7A&'#:+7'/&%:01012'/":6=
A&#6'A&/&'"1#M'?M'7A&'9"G+d'6&:6'G&02A7j

L$7'7A:7'9"$#61d7'/&:##M'#0R7'7A&'G&02A7
:16'6&&.'6"G1'*'9"$#6'+70##'R&&#'%M'R&:/=
:..&:/012':7'&:9A'?&16'01'7A&'/":6
#0@&':'+$66&1='01:../"./0:7&'#:$2A=
#""@012':7':'2/:<&'6$2'01'7A&'&:/7A
:R7&/'9/M012'R"/'+"'%:1M'A"$/+S
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K16'0+1d7'7A:7'GA:7'G&'G&/&'6"012=':##'7A"+&'A"$/+j
T/M012'7"'R"/2&7='7"'?$/M'7A&'G&02A7
"R'GA&1'07'R&#7'#0@&'G&'9://0&6'7A&'&:/7A=
:16':##'G&'@1&G'G:+'R&:/S
Neither of us remembered how to laugh
$170#'G&'2"7'#"+7'"$7'"1'7A:7'/":6S

By the end of those hours, we finally discovered the road
G:+':'9/""@&6'%"$7A='+"'2:<&'7A&'&:/7A'?:9@'"$/'R&:/
:16'#&R7'07'2/0%:9012'$16&/'07+'"G1'G&02A7eh$+7':?"$7'7"'#:$2AS
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KATHY Z. PRICE

A BAMBOO DANCE

P&/1'A&:6+':..&:/'01'7A&'+./012':#"12'7A&'?:1@+'"R'+7/&:%+':7'7A&'&62&'"R'
R"/&+7+'R$##'"R'":@'7/&&+':16':..#&'"/9A:/6+='G0#6'%$+A/""%+='."@&G&&6'

for pokeberry jelly, and fiddleheads and wild asparagus. Corn smut, a 
R$12$+'+%"7A&/&6'"<&/'9"/1'&:/+S'L$7'%M'R:<"/07&':/&'7A&'7":6'+7""#O#""@012'
%$+A/""%+S'*'$+$:##M'.09@'7A&%':16'7A&1'7A/"G'7A&%':G:MS'-"%&70%&+'M"$'
1&<&/'@1"GS

You know, you just never know.  
-A&'G:#@&6':/"$16' 7A:7' +$%%&/' #0@&':' 7"/1' +A&&7='A&/':/%+'G/:..&6'

around herself. She became more and more quiet and desperate. Not even 
crying. Not talking, not eating, not lifting her head. Smaller and smaller, 
A$19A&6'017"'A&/'+A"$#6&/+=':##'"R'A&/='G&'G&/&':##':R/:06'+A&'G"$#6'60+:..&:/S'
As small as Fancy James was, her belly floated and pouted in front of her like 
:'?:+@&7?:##'+7$9@'$16&/'A&/'+A0/7='h$+7'#0@&'T09@='%&=':16'A&/'$+&6'7"'6"'R"/'
R$1S'K16' 7A&1' +A&' <:10+A&6S'-A&'G:+' 2"012' 7"'?$M' +"%&' 9#"7A&+=' :16' +A&'
1&<&/'/&7$/1&6S''

TA:7' %"/1012=' *' +:G' :' ?"$[$&7' "R' ?$ZZ:/6+' ?#"9@012' 7A&' +$1='
constructing a black cloud early Friday morning. The first ugly bird, clumsy 
:16'#$%?&/012='+G"".&6'6"G1S'K16'7A&'+&9"16'"1&':16'7A&'7A0/6':16'7A&'
1&U7S'*'/:1'?&R"/&'7A&'/&+7'"R'7A&%'6&+9&16&6='G:<012'%M':/%+='@09@012'$.'
/&6'6$+7='#&2+'+7$%?#&6'R/"%'$16&/'%&S'*'+./:G#&6'017"'6$+7='9/M012S'*1+06&'
:1':?:16"1&6'?#$&'.09@$.='*'+:G'A&/'A&:6'7A/"G1'?:9@G:/6='?#""6'.""#&6'
$16&/'A&/'R&&7='A&/'R&&6'+7"/&'6/&++'6:/@&1&6'?M'7A&'G:+A'"R'?#""6=':16':1'
"<&/."G&/012' +7&19A' 9"%012' R/"%' 7A&' 7/$9@=' :' 9":7' A:12&/' 6:12#&6' :16'
h$77&6'"$7'"R'A&/'7A02A+S

K##'7A"+&'#:%?+S'TA&0/'?"1&+S'
What is this sensation, the wandering of the first light. Of an owl’s light. 

JR':1'"G#d+'#02A7S
;"0#&6' $.' 01' :' 9/""@' "R' +A:6&S' K1' 01R:17d+' &M&S' 8:9@6:G' 9/0&+' "1' 7A&'

[$:/7&/OA"$/S'K'%0+#:06'#:%?='G:16&/012'.&/0.A&/M'"R'07+'+.0/07S'-"%&GA&/&S'
-"%&GA&/&='M"$/'9/0&+'G&/&'A&:/6':+'M"$'7/:9&6'7A&'90/9$%R&/&19&'"R' 7A&'
opening of the first light, the light of the owl’s hold strikes you, lamb, on slight 
"R'7A&'%""1S'T$/1012'M"$/'7A/":7'#0@&'7A&'+#"G'/&<"#$70"1'"R'7A&'+$1'$.G:/6'
R"/':'@10R&'7"'+&<&/'7A&'A&:6'"R'M"$/'?:?MS'8&/@012'"R'7A&'#0%?+S''B0+%:17#012'
"R' +.0/07' +&.:/:7012' R/"%' 07+' #02A7O9"#"/&6' ?"6MS' L#""6' +.$/7+' "<&/' :' R&&6'
+7"/&'+:9@'6/&++='+.#:77&/+'017"'A&/'&M&+':16'%"$7AS'H&/'&M&'#:+A&+'9/0%+"1='
and the world colored red. No more sacrifices eaten on the wrong day. The 



ib

70%&'A:6'9"%&'R"/'GA0+.&/+':2:01+7':'/"G'"R'7:##'"#6'7/&&+S
“Stupid, stupid white girl,” I said, and for the first time, I felt tears come, 

but I swallowed hard and slammed the truck with my black fist until the little 
?"1&'"1'7A&'.01@M'?&17'01':'+7/:12&'+A:.&='+7$9@'"$7='."@012'"$7'"R'7A&'+@01='
“You stupid, stupid…”

A butterfly rose in my throat, her yellow wings, her yellow wings. Once, 
*'7$/1&6'2/&&1':7'7A&'%""1d+'9/"++012S'J19&='*'G:+':'#0#M'6:12#&6'"1'7A&'102A7'
"R'A"1&M+$9@#&S'T":6'6/0&6='*':%'#"1&#M=':16'7A&':##02:7"/'/":/'"R':'9:/'1"7'
6/0<012':G:MS'*'G:16&/&6'01'7G0#02A7'?#$&':16'"?+9$/&'/0+012='A&/'9/""1012'
calmed me in her lavender, in her bobby socks and fire-mean hair, rivers 
#"12':16'2/&&1'A:$17&6'?M' 7A&0/'"G1'G017&/':16':?:16"1&6'?M'+./012S'K'
+.://"G'?/$+A&6'%M'9A&&@=':16'*'/"+&'#0"1':2:01S'J19&='*'G:+':'20/#'?&:7012'
%M'A&:/7'01'7A&'.:#%'"R'M"$/'A:16='?/&:7A'#0@&'."&7/M':2:01+7'M"$/'1&9@S

#:M012'"1':'/0<&/'?:1@'
9/M012'G07A'7A&'9/0&+'"R'20/#+
+#:..&6'A:/6'"1'7A&'%"$7A
' ' G07A'7A&'?:9@'"R':'.&/R$%&6'A:16':16
7"#6'1"7'7"'+:M':'G"/6='#0.+'+.#07'".&1=''
.$##&6':.:/7'."%&2/:1:7&+
*'+7&:#'"1&'%"%&17'"R'70%&S'TA&'#:+7'102A7='+A&'G:+':#0<&='/&:##MS

N&d6' +1$9@' 017"';#M6&d+'T$/.&1701&='N:#@&/'"1' 7&1"/' +:U=' :16'L:1@+'
P"+7&/' "1' .0:1"=' ?#:9@' @&M+' R:##012' 017"' +.:9&S' I$.&' ;:#6&Z' 2/:??&6' 7A&'
%09/".A"1&=':16'+M##:?#&+'/"##&6'"$7'"R'A&/'7A/":7S'-A&'G:+'"1#M'R"$/7&&1='
?$7'&<&/M"1&'9:##&6'A&/'D:%:S'TA&M'7""@'07'7"'7A&'?/062&=':16'7A&M'+7:M&6'
there long after Roadrunner finished rolling, his cigarette half falling out his 
%"$7AS'P:19M'8:%&+'+7"#&' 7A&' 701'A:/%"109:=' +#0..&6' 07' 01+06&'A&/' /:22&6'
?/:++0&/&S'N&'A"..&6'?:9@'"$7+06&='7A&'%""1#02A7'#:$2A012'6"G1'"$/':/%+'
#0@&'9A0#6/&1='.$##012'7A&'%$+09'017"'"$/'?"60&+S'P:19M'8:%&+'#09@&6'+.07':16'
+:G6$+7=':16'7A:7'A:/%"109:'#0@&'07'G:+':'#09@012'+709@S'P:19M'+:06='f*d##'?&'
/02A7'?:9@Sg'

K1'A"$/'#:7&/=':'9:/'A"/1'?$/1&6='?$/1&6='?$/1&6='7A&'G0##"G'7/&&+'G&:/M'
:16'A"7'?&16012S''

Come on, Come on, her strawberry hair flapping, banging beats to Two 
L07+' :16' :'H:0/9$7' "1' 7A&' R/"17' 6""/'G07A' :' ?""7#&2' :%?&/' ?"77#&=' :##' 7A&'
G016"G+' 6"G1' 01' 8:9"?' H:1/:77Md+' ?$##&7' 2/:M' R$1&/:#' A&:/+&=' 7A&' "7A&/'
front door flung open. Flying above the ground, she danced over broomsticks 
01' 7A&'L:%?""'B:19&S' -A&' 6/"<&' 01'G0#6' 90/9#&+' #0@&' 7A:7=' 7A&' 6""/' ".&1='
?:12012'A:#RO&%.7M'?"77#&'7"'TG"'L07+':16':'H:0/9$7'+9/&:%012='f;"%&'J1'
;"%&'J1Sg

T09@':16'%&'h$%.&6'01=':16'P:19M'8:%&+'+G&/<&6':G:M='7A&'R/"17'6""/'



ii

+70##'".&1':16'7A&'%"7"/'"R'7A&'+7"#&1'A&:/+&'/":/012'#0@&':'6/$1@':##02:7"/S'
D&'A"#6012'T09@':16'A:/6'#&:1012'"1'7A&'+7&&/012'GA&&#'+"'+A&'G"$#61d7'R:##'
"$7':16'P:19M'8:%&+'#&:1012'"1'7A&'A"/1'+9/&:%012='f;"%&'J1=g'7"':1M7A012'
that passed: a horse, a dragonfly, the spirits, her shadow. 

Come On, Come On,':16'07'?&9:%&':'+"12S
M"5%'1#; Spit and sawdust flying like bullets.
M"5%'1#;'M"5%'1#;
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RACHAEL CARNES

I*EHT'D5KT

;HK>K;T5>-'

5>*;V'48&&*%$'/"'[%8/-%&;

H5KTH5>V'.&*RL0'+*J%;

-QDD5>V'48&&*%$'/"'P8&"#;

AARON:'9D55%&L0'-D0E8#$;

;HIJ5V Aaron and Summer’s daughter, a teen. 

SETTING: A gated community, in a suburb somewhere. (,-%'J&"#/'
door is dead bolted, and the alarm is on.^

T*D5V'S")%5E%&'HBAY;''

LIGHTS UP ON A THANKSGIVING DINNER. THE ADULTS ARE 
DRINKING. 

CHLOE IS ON HER PHONE. 

5>*;V'*d6'#0@&'7"'./"."+&':'7":+7S

H5KTH5>V'JA='E"6S

5>*;V T"'"$/'#"<&#M'A"+7&++S
;HIJ5V'TA:7'0+'+"'"?h&970RM012S
H5KTH5>V'TA&M'#&7'A&/'?&'"1'A&/'.A"1&':7'7A&'7:?#&j
;HIJ5Z fI"<&#M'A"+7&++ge7A0+'0+1d7',a(_S'
-QDD5>V';A#"&='6"1d7'?&'/$6&S'-A&'%&:1+'%M'A$+?:16'6"&+'7A&'9""@012e
AARON:'*1':##'A"1&+7M='7A0+'0+':##'R/"%'NA"#&'P""6+S
;HIJ5V'K7'#&:+7'?$M'#"9:#='6:6S'
5>*;V'T"'"$/'1&G'1&02A?"/+l'TA:1@+'R"/'01<07012'01':'9"$.#&'"R'+7/:M+e'
-QDD5>V'TA:7d+'GA:7'TA:1@+20<012'0+':##':?"$7S
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AARON:'>&%&%?&/'7A:7'70%&'G&'01<07&6'01'7A"+&'D"/%"1'%0++0"1:/0&+j'

H5KTH5>V'*7'/&:##M'0+':'#"<&#M'1&02A?"/A""6S

5>*;V'-"'+:R&S'

;HIJ5V'*R'M"$'#0@&'+@&#&7"1+'?$/0&6'01'7A&'M:/6S

-QDD5>V'TA&/&':/&'1"'+@&#&7"1+'?$/0&6'01'7A&'M:/6e'

;HIJ5V'K16'/:7'7/:.+S

AARON:'TA&/&':/&':'R&G'/:7'7/:.+e'

;HIJ5V'TA0+'GA"#&'.#:9&'0+'"1':1':190&17'?$/0:#'2/"$16S''

-QDD5>V'B"1d7'#0+7&1'7"'A&/S';A#"&e'

5>*;V'T"'R/0&16+A0.l'

AARON:'T"'R/0&16+A0.l

5>*;V And to that first Thanksgiving when the white man broke bread with 
7A&e'

;HIJ5V'I:#:#:#:l

-QDD5>V';A#"&l

;HIJ5V'NA:7j'I0+7&1'7"'A0%l

H5KTH5>V';"$#6'*'A:<&'%"/&'G01&j

;HIJ5V'H&d+'A"//0?#&l

5>*;V'B"1d7'+:M'7A:7e'

-QDD5>V'-A&'6"&+1d7'%&:1'07e'

;HIJ5V Where did you find these people?

H5KTH5>V'TA&+&'.&".#&j'

5>*;V Funny story! Your dad and I were both using our leaf blowers— 

AARON:'DM'#&:R'?#"G&/'0+'&#&97/09eA&'G:+':6%0/012'07S

5>*;V'*'G:+1d7':6%0/012'07e'

H5KTH5>V'NAM'6"1d7'G&'+:M'2/:9&j'

5>*;V'*d6'1&<&/'A:<&':1'&#&97/09'#&:R'?#"G&/S'

H5KTH5>V'B"'M"$'+:M'2/:9&j

5>*;V'5#&97/09'#&:R'?#"G&/+':/&'R"/'20/#+S'

-QDD5>V'JR'9"$/+&='G&'+:M'2/:9&l'>02A7j'N&'+:M'2/:9&'7G09&':'M&:/e"1'
TA:1@+20<012':16';A/0+7%:+S'
AARON: I guess I’m just comfortable in my masculinity— 
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H5KTH5>V'TA&/&d+'+"'%$9A'7"'?&'7A:1@R$#'R"/S

CHLOE: They didn’t “break bread.” There wasn’t any bread at the first 
TA:1@+20<012S'

H5KTH5>V'TA&/&'G:+'?/&:6='6&:/S'I077#&'/"##+S'

5>*;V'F06+'6"1d7'#&:/1':1M7A012'7A&+&'6:M+e'

AARON: She gets straight A’s— 

H5KTH5>V'K7'7A&'P0/+7'TA:1@+20<012='7A&M'A:6'C:/@&/'H"$+&'>"##+'h$+7'#0@&'
M"$/'%"%'%:6&S

5>*;V'*7d+'7A"+&'7&U7?""@+eG&'1&&6'7"'2&7'?:9@'7"'7A&'?:+09+S

;HIJ5V'DM'%"%'?"$2A7'7A&+&'/"##+'R/"%'7A&'+7"/&e'

-QDD5>V';A#"&l'*'7"#6'M"$'1"7'7"'%&170"1e'

;HIJ5V'B:6':#/&:6M'+:06e'

5>*;V'J1'7A&'P0/+7'TA:1@+20<012='7A&'%&1'R"#@'G&17'A$17012'R"/'6&&/':16'
+[$:?S'

H5KTH5>V'K16'7A&1'7A&M'G:79A&6'R""7?:##S

;HIJ5V'TA&M'G&/&'+7:/<012S'TA&M'A:6'#09&S'TA&M'G&/&'h$+7'2#:6'7"'&:7'+"%&'
6/0&6'.&:+S'

5>*;V'N&':/&'A&/&'7"'9&#&?/:7&'7A&'?"$17M'7A:7'H&'./"<06&+l

;HIJ5V'NA"e;"+79"j

AARON: Chloe, get off your phone. 

-QDD5>V'*d%'+"//M='+A&'$+$:##M'A:+'?&77&/'%:11&/+S

;HIJ5V' *d%' :+@012'5##:' 0R' +A&d+' +.&16012' A&/' A"#06:M' 01' 7A&' 9"%.:1M' "R'
/:90+7+='7""S

5>*;V'N&d/&'1"7'/:90+7+l

H5KTH5>V'H"G'/&:970"1:/M':/&'G&' 7A:7'G&':++$%&'&<&/M"1&'G07A':' #&:R'
?#"G&/'0+':'/:90+7j

AARON: My leaf blower is electric, Chloe. 

;HIJ5V'5##:'+:M+'7A:7'7A&Md/&'?"M9"77012'TA:1@+20<012':7'A&/'A"$+&S'L&9:$+&'
2&1"906&S'
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H5KTH5>V'TA0+'9&17&/.0&9&'0+'+"':77/:970<&e'

5>*;V'E&1"906&l'H:A:A:l'

-QDD5>V'TA:1@'M"$='07d+':e'

AARON: A horn of plenty! 

H5KTH5>V'*1'"$/'A"%&='G&'9:##'07':'9"/1$9".0:S'

;HIJ5V'H"G'9:1'M"$'A:<&':'A"/1'"R'.#&17Me:'9"/1$9".0:'GA&1e'

-QDD5>V';A#"&='M"$d/&'./"?:?#M'h$+7'A$12/MS'H:<&':'#077#&'/"##S

;HIJ5V'NA&1'%0##0"1+'"R'01602&1"$+'.&".#&'G&/&'G0.&6'R/"%'7A&'R:9&'"R'
7A&'&:/7Aj

AARON: She gets like this when her blood sugar goes low.

H5KTH5>V'K/&'M"$'2&77012'M"$/eM"$'@1"Gj

;HIJ5V'DM'GA:7j

HEATHER: Your monthlies?

;HIJ5V'D"%l

SUMMER: A cornucopia is a symbolic, hollow horn filled with the 
01&UA:$+70?#&'20R7+'"R'9&#&?/:7"/M'R/$07+l

5>*;V'B"1d7' :+@' 7A&' 20/#' :?"$7' A&/' .&/0"6l' *d%' +"//M=' +G&&70&S' T""'%$9A'
%&/#"7'R"/'%M'G0R&e'

-QDD5>V';A#"&='M"$'6"1d7'A:<&'7"'7:#@':?"$7'M"$/'.&/0"6S

;HIJ5V'*'G0##'@0##'%M+&#RS'

AARON: How ‘bout that election, right?

-QDD5>V'TA:7d+'GA&/&'M"$'2"j'

5>*;V'TA:1@'E"6'R"/'7A&'.""/'GA07&+'G07A"$7'9"##&2&'6&2/&&+S'

H5KTH5>V'TA&Md/&'2&77012'7A0+'9"$17/M'?:9@'"1'7/:9@S'B"'M"$'G:17'7"'2"'7"'
Zumba with me tomorrow? 

-QDD5>V'I&7d+'h$+7'&:7S'

;HIJ5V'N&'9:1d7'&:7l

AARON:';A#"&e'
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;HIJ5V'*7d+'+09@'7A:7'G&d/&'9&#&?/:7012'7A&'R:97'7A:7'a('%0##0"1'.&".#&'60&6l

5>*;V'N&':/&'9&#&?/:7012'2/&&1'?&:1'9:++&/"#&S'T/:6070"1l'

H5KTH5>V'K16'M:%+e'

;HIJ5V'N07A'7A&'#077#&'%:/+A%:##"G+j

-QDD5>V';A#"&='M"$d/&'M"$12':16'M"$'G:17'7"'+&&'&<&/M7A012'01e'

AARON:'*1':?+"#$7&+='?$7'#0R&'0+1d7'#0@&'7A:7S

H5KTH5>V'*7d+'1"7'?#:9@':16'GA07&S'

5>*;V'I0R&'0+'%"/&'"R':'6$##'2/:MS

AARON:'*'$+&6'7"'?&'#0@&'M"$e".70%0+709S'

-QDD5>V'H&'G:+'G06&O&M&6S

AARON:'*'#0+7&1&6'7"'R"#@'7$1&+S'*'A:6'+06&?$/1+S'

-QDD5>V'H&'A:6':'+A0/7'G07A'%"7A&/'"R'.&:/#'?$77"1+l

5>*;V' H&:<&1#M' P:7A&/=' *' :%' 2/:7&R$#' R"/' 7A0+' ?"$17MS' K16' *d%' 2#:6'
0%%02/:17+'G"1d7'7:@&'"$/'h"?+e'

AARON: Now which leaves do you find are the hardest to clean up?

;HIJ5V'TA&Md/&':#/&:6M'://&+7012'/&R$2&&+':16e'''

AARON:'P"/'%&'07d+'%:.#&S'

H5KTH5>V'N&d<&'A:6'7A&'6$%?&+7'0%%02/:70"1'#:G+'01'7A&'G"/#6S''

AARON:'D:.#&'#&:<&+':/&'?02l

5>*;V'H"G':/&'M"$'2"11:'2&7'7A"+&'%:.#&'#&:<&+'G07A':1'&#&97/09'#&:R'?#"G&/j'

-QDD5>V'TA&'R""6'0+'2&77012'9"#6e'

5>*;V You can borrow mine anytime you want— 

;HIJ5V'*d%'1"7'&:7012S

H5KTH5>V But first you’re going to take a picture of the meal—of course!

5>*;V'H&/'2&1&/:70"1'0+'+"'60+9"11&97&6S'

H5KTH5>V'*7d+'7A&'+"90:#'%&60:e'

5>*;V'TA&M'6"1d7'@1"G'A"G'7"'9://M'"1':'90<0#'9"1<&/+:70"1S

;HIJ5V'H:+A7:2' :."9:#M.+&=' A:+A7:2' 2&1"906&=' A:+A7:2' ./"7&+7=' A:+A7:2'
A$%:1'/02A7+S
-QDD5>V'5<&/M"1&='GAM'6"1d7'M"$'602'01Sj

5>*;V'*'7A"$2A7'G&'G&/&'2"012'7"'+:M'2/:9&j

AARON: That ship has sailed.
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ERIC: We find ourselves in this wilderness, but we bring the light with us— 

-QDD5>V'NA:7':/&'7A&M'6"012j

;HIJ5V'NAM':/&'7A&M'7"$9A012'&:9A'"7A&/j'

AARON: Just bow your heads. And look away— 

5>*;V'H&:<&1#M'P:7A&/=' 7A:1@'M"$' R"/' 7A0+'?"$170R$#'%&:#' :16' 7A:1@'M"$'
R"/' 07'1"7'?&012'6/0&6'.&:+S'TA:1@'M"$' R"/' 7A&'".."/7$107M' 7"' #0<&'A&/&=' 01'
7A&'2/&:7&+7'9"$17/M'"1'&:/7AS'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'1&G'5+9:#:6&'G&'?"$2A7'
7A0+'M&:/='07'A:16#&+'?&:$70R$##MS'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'/&:+"1:?#&'9"%%$7&'7"'
and from the office, for our parking spaces near the entrance and for the 
01+.0/:70"1:#' ."69:+7+' 7A:7' G&d<&' ?&&1' #0+7&1012' 7"' 7A:7' /&:##M' +&&%+' 7"'
&1/09A'"$/'+.0/07$:#'#0<&+S'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&':#:/%'+M+7&%'01'"$/'1&G'T$6"/O
+7M#&' A"%&' 01' 7A0+' 1&G' 2:7&6' 9"%%$107M' 01' :' .#:11&6' 6&<&#".%&17' 01' :'
1&G'+$?$/?S'N&'#"<&'07S'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'2""6'A&:#7A'G&'&1h"M='R"/':##'7A&'
+7&.+'G&'2&7'01=':16'R"/'7A&':..'M"$'2:<&'$+'7"'7/:9@'"$/'+7&.+='07d+':%:Z012S'
5<&/M7A012' 0+':%:Z012S'TA:1@'M"$' R"/' 7A&' 0%./"<&%&17+'G&d<&'?"7A'?&&1'
&U.&/0&19012' 01' "$/' 602&+70"1' +019&' M"$' 017/"6$9&6' $+' 7"' 7A&' G"16&/+' "R'
probiotics, through your blessed son Dr. Oz. Thank you for finally letting us 
?&'GA"'G&'/&:##M':/&S'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'B"9@&/+'.:17+'G07A':66&6'+7/&79AS'
TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'T0@0'7"/9A&+S'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'9"%%$107Me'

H5KTH5>V'TA:1@'M"$'R"/'7A&'G01&S

5>*;V'K%&1S

H5KTH5>V'K%&1S'

;HIJ5V'T0@0'7"/9A&+j

5>*;V'*'/&:##M'&1h"M'%:/9A012S'

AARON: Maybe you should leave— 

HEATHER: If we go to Zumba together tomorrow, we can burn off some of 
7A&+&'9:#"/0&+S'

5>*;V'D:/9A012'20<&+'%&':'+&1+&'"R'7"2&7A&/1&++S''

AARON: We have an electric leaf blower— 

;HIJ5V'D"%l'B:6l'

H5KTH5>V'*'7A01@'07d+'70%&'7"'&:7S'

5>*;V' 5<&1' G07A' 7A&' :66&6' +7/&79A' 01' 7A&' G:0+7?:16=' *' 7A01@' *d##' 2&7'
9"%R"/7:?#&S
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H5KTH5>V'H&':#G:M+'6"&+'7A0+e'

5>*;V You don’t mind if I just put this on the table. 

-QDD5>V'TA:7'2$1d+'1"7'#":6&6e/02A7j''

AARON:'B:/@'%&:7'"/'#02A7='"/':'#077#&'"R'?"7Aj'

LIGHTS OUT. END OF PLAY. 
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GARY CHARLES WILKENS

TQI-K'

TA&'+@M'G:+'1"7'"<&/9:+7S
The plane that flew 
%&'01'G:+'"1'70%&='
"$/'R/0&16'8"+A'
G:+'7A&/&'7"'2&7'%&=
:16'G&'A:6'#:%?'
<016:#""'R"/'#$19AS

TA&'6/0<&'G&'7""@':/"$16'7"G1'
019#$6&6'7A&'C/:M012'H:16+S
T/&&+'#01&6'7A&'+7/&&7+'01'A0+
1&02A?"/A""6='A0+'R/0&16+'
:16'R:%0#M'#0+7&1&6'G&##S
Your funeral at Unitarian Church, 
GA&/&'*'#&R7'7A&'L$66A0+7'/"+:/M
G&'"19&'+A:/&6='G:+'+&/&1&S
TA&'7&:/+'+A&6'G&/&'9#&:1+012S

*'+:G'.&".#&'*'A:6'1"7'+&&1
since you left. Your mother 
:##'?$7'7""@'%&':+'A&/'+"1S'
TA&'.:+7"/'@&.7'A&/'G"/6+
?/0&R':16'7:+7&R$#S'TA&1'*'9:%&'$.
:16'G:0#&6'%M'R$9@012'.:01'
017"'M"$/'1&:7#M'."$/&6'6$+7S'
TA&'T$#+:'+$1'+A"1&S



ab

KATE KOENIG

TRICYCLE
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CREATIVE NONFICTION

JENNY STAFFORD

RED BALLOON

*'+7""6'"1'7A&'+7/&&7'9"/1&/='A"#6012':'/&6'?:##""1S'*d%'1"7'+$/&'A"G'#"12'*'
+7""6'7A&/&='?$7'#"12'&1"$2A'R"/':'%:1'01':'.:++012'9:/'7"'M&##='fK/&'M"$'

"@jg':+'A&'+:7':7'7A&':6h:9&17'/&6'#02A7S'*'2$&++'07d+'1"7'&<&/M'6:M'M"$'+&&':'
2/"G1'G"%:1'+7:16012'"1'7A&'+06&'"R'7A&'/":6='+7:/012':7':'?:##""1':+'0R'07'
G&/&':1'"/:9#&S'*'G:17&6'7"'+A"$7'?:9@='f5U9$+&'%&='+0/='?$7'7A0+'?:##""1'A:+'
7A&':1+G&/'7"'7A&'/&+7'"R'%M'#0R&lg

TG"'G&&@+'&:/#0&/='*'60+9"<&/&6'7A:7'%M'?"MR/0&16'G:+'9A&:7012'"1'%&S'
N&'A:6'?&&1'7"2&7A&/'R"/'&02A7'M&:/+e7G"'"R'GA09A'G&/&'2""6='7G"'"R'GA09A'
were meh, and four of which were “dig in with your fingernails and make this 
G"/@'?&9:$+&'+.01+7&/A""6d+':d9"%01dSg'*'6061d7'?/&:@'$.'G07A'A0%'7A&'102A7'*'
R"$16'"$7'A&'G:+'9A&:7012nh$+7'#0@&'*'A:61d7'?/"@&1'$.'G07A'A0%'&<&/M'102A7'
R"/'7A&'#:+7'R"$/'M&:/+='&<&1'7A"$2A'*'A:6'7A"$2A7':?"$7'07S'5<&/M'102A7S'P"/'
the last four years. Despite the fact that he had just committed an officially 
break-upable offense, I still couldn’t bring myself to do it. I was pretty sure 
G&'9"$#6'G"/@'7A0+'"$7S'H&'G:+'+"//MS'TA0+'"7A&/'20/#'%&:17'1"7A012'7"'A0%S'
K16' *' G:+' :' 2:Z&##&e:' 7A0/7MO+0UOM&:/O"#6' 2:Z&##&S' K16' 7A&' ?"?9:7' "R' "#6'
%:06OA""6'G:+'9#"+012'7A&'2:.S'J1&'%"/&'#$12&':16'07'G"$#6'7:@&'%&'6"G1S'
(Do bobcats eat gazelle? Was I not a gazelle? Was I some kind of weasel?)

TA&'6:M':R7&/'*'R"$16'"$7':?"$7'7A&'9A&:7012='*'A:6'7"'#&:<&'"1':'7G"O
G&&@'7/0.'7"'-&:77#&'7"':77&16'/&A&:/+:#+':16'7A&'".&1012'102A7'"R':'.#:M'*'
A:6'G/077&1S'*'#&R7'R"/'%M'7/0.='7&##012'A0%'7A:7'0R'A&'G:17&6'7"'?&'G07A'%&='A&'
1&&6&6'7"'./"<&'07S'*'%:6&':'%&17:#'#0+7'"R':##'7A&'2/:16'2&+7$/&+'A&'%02A7'
$16&/7:@&'01'"/6&/'7"'6"'7A0+='GA0#&'@1"G012'6&&.'6"G1'*'G"$#6'01&<07:?#M'
be disappointed. Memories of various opening nights flooded my mind, 
where everyone had shown up with flowers for me, the playwright, except 
R"/'A0%n?&9:$+&'A&'6061d7'G:17'7"'9&#&?/:7&'%M'+$99&++S'L&9:$+&'A&'6061d7'
G:17'%&'7"'?&':'G/07&/S'J/'?&9:$+&'A&'A:61d7'+A"G1'$.':7':##S'K16'M&7S'*1'7A&'
%06+7'"R':##'"R'7A0+'G:+'+"%&"1&'*d6'?$0#7':'A0+7"/M'G07Ae:'#"12'A0+7"/MS'K16'
:+'%:1M' 01R$/0:7012'%"%&17+' :+' 7A:7'A0+7"/M'A:6=' *' 9"$#61d7'60+9"$17' 7A&'
?&:$70R$#'%"%&17+S'D"%&17+'#0@&'GA&1'*'A:6'60+#"9:7&6'%M'@1&&=':16'A&'2"7'
up at 5 a.m. every day to drive me to work in New York City, so I wouldn’t 
A:<&'7"'A"??#&'G07A'%M'9/$79A&+'"1'7A&'+$?G:MS''N:79A012'+$1+&7+'7"2&7A&/'



aa

:7'I:@&'E&"/2&S'I:$2A012'7"2&7A&/':+'G&'60+%:17#&6'7A&'+%"@&':#:/%'GA&1'
G&'R"/2"7':?"$7'"$/'TA:1@+20<012'.0&+'01'7A&'"<&1=':16'7A&M'G&/&'9A://&6'
?&M"16'/&9"21070"1S'TA&/&'G:+'%$9A'7A:7'G:+'2""6'01'7A0+'/&#:70"1+A0.S'K16'
M&7S'

J1'7A&'.#:1&'/06&='*'7$/1&6'7A&'+07$:70"1'"<&/':16'"<&/'01'%M'%016S'*'@1&G'
7A:7':1M'+&#RO/&+.&97012'G&:+&#'01'%M'+A"&+'G"$#6'&16'7A0+'/&#:70"1+A0.S'L$7'
I decided that I needed a sign. You know, beyond him cheating on me and 
%&'?&012'2&1&/:##M'$1A:..M' R"/':+' #"12':+' *'9"$#6'/&%&%?&/S'K..:/&17#M'
1"1&'"R'7A:7'G:+'&1"$2A'7"'70.'%&'"<&/'7A&'&62&'017"'%:@012':'6&90+0"1S'*'
9#"+&6'%M'&M&+':16'9"1h$/&6':'%&17:#'0%:2&'"R'GA:7'07'G"$#6'?&'7"'1"7'?&'01'
7A0+'/&#:70"1+A0.':1M%"/&S'TA&'0%:2&'7A:7'9:%&'7"'%&'G:+':'/&6'?:##""1n:'
happy red balloon floating up free into the sky. I resolved that if I were to see 
:'/&6'?:##""1':1M'70%&'6$/012'%M'7G"'G&&@+'01'-&:77#&='7A&1'7A:7'G"$#6'?&'
%M'+021'7A:7'*'+A"$#6'?/&:@'$.'G07A'A0%S'

*'.$7'+"%&'<&/M'#"209:#'.:/:%&7&/+':/"$16'7A0+='?&9:$+&'7A0+'GA"#&'06&:'
G:+'&U7/&%&#M'#"209:#':16'*'1&&6&6'7"'%:@&'+$/&'0R'*'+:G':'/&6'?:##""1='07'G:+'
R"/'/&:#S'*'9"$#61d7'/0+@'+9/&G012'$.'%M'#0R&'"<&/'#"20+709+S'-"'7A&'/$#&+'G&/&V'
1) It had to be red, and I had to see it during this trip. I couldn’t see a blue 
balloon nine years from now and be like, “peace out.” 2) No balloons on TV. 
3) No balloons on posters. It had to be a real-life red balloon.

I figured that in order to be fair in this entirely logical universe, I also 
1&&6&6':'+021'7"'/&./&+&17'7A:7'*'+A"$#6'+7:M'01'7A0+'/&#:70"1+A0.S'-"'*'9#"+&6'
%M'&M&+'7"'9"1h$/&'GA:7'07'G"$#6'?&'7"'+7:MS'K16'7A&'%&17:#'0%:2&'7A:7'9:%&'
7"'%&'G:+n*'@06'M"$'1"7n:'60/7M'.0#&'"R'/".&S'K'60/7M'.0#&'"R'/".&'7A:7'*'G:+'
2"012'7"'G"/@'7"'9#&:1'$.':16'$17:12#&':16'%:@&'017"':'6&9&17'/".&':2:01S'

K16'M&+='*':%':G:/&'"R'A"G'#":6&6'7A&'0%:2&+':/&S'JR'A"G'7A&':1+G&/'
+&&%+'9#&:/'h$+7'R/"%'GA:7'0%:2&+'./&+&17&6'7A&%+&#<&+'R"/'&:9A'".70"1S'*'
:%':G:/&'"R'07'1"GY'*'G:+'<:2$&#M':G:/&'"R'07'7A&1S'L$7'*'6"1d7'7A01@'+90&19&'"/'
%&60901&'"/'."&7/M'"/':/7'A:<&'&<&/'R"$16':'G:M'7"'&U.#:01'7A&'#&7A:#'9"9@7:0#'
that is mixed between your head and your heart when you are terrified that 
no one will ever love you, and a dirty pile of rope is offering to love you. 

And so I landed in Seattle and set off on my search. Eyes to the sky in 
every park, at every restaurant where I heard waiters sing an off-key “Happy 
L0/7A6:MSg'5M&+'7"'7A&'2/"$16'R"/'7A:7'60/7M'.0#&'"R'/".&S

K16'7A&1'*'R"$16'07S
Off on a walk one morning, I came to an intersection and looked down 

:16'+:Gn:'/&6'?:##""1S'L$7'7A0+'G:+'1"7'7A&'/&6'?:##""1'*'A:6'?&&1'0%:2O'
01012S'TA0+'"1&'G:+'."..&6S'*7'G:+'60/7M':16'+A/0<&#&6':16'A:6':' #"2"'R"/'
some kind of realty firm. It was not on a string; it was on a stick. I stopped 
6&:6'01'%M'7/:9@+S'*'+7:/&6':7'07S'*'.09@&6'07'$.S'*'&U:%01&6'07S'*'7""@':'.097$/&'
"R' 07S' *' A&#6' 07' #"12' &1"$2A' R"/' 7A&' .:++012' 9:/' 7"' 1"709&' :16' 7A01@' *' A:6'
&+9:.&6'R/"%'+"%&'@016'"R'01+707$70"1S
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*'6061d7'@1"G'GA:7'7"'6"S'N:+'7A0+'%M'/&6'?:##""1j'*'A:6'%:6&'%:1M'
specific stipulations about my red balloon, but I had never made any rules 
:?"$7'GA:7'+A:.&'7A&'?:##""1'1&&6&6'7"'?&'01'GA&1'*'R"$16'07S'NA:7'G:+'7A&'
$10<&/+&'+:M012j'

“You asked for a red balloon, and I sent you one. Here’s your sign!” 
J/=
“This will be your life if you leave him…not free and floating and happy, 

?$7'/0..&6':16'+A/0<&#&6':16'+:6Sg'
J/=
fN"%:1'$.':16'%:@&'M"$/'"G1'6&90+0"1+l'H&/&d+'&1"$2A'"R':'1$62&'7"'

2&7'M"$'7"'6"'GA:7'M"$':#/&:6M'@1"G'M"$'+A"$#6'6"='?$7'1"7':'9#&:/'&1"$2A'
+021'7A:7'M"$d##'?&':?#&'7"'?#:%&'7A&'$10<&/+&':16'1"7'M"$/+&#R'0R'M"$'6"1d7'
#0@&'7A&'"$79"%&Sg

J/=
fTA&/&' G:+' :1' ".&1' A"$+&' 7A/&&' 6:M+' :2"=' :16' 7A:7' 0+' 7A&' &170/&'

significance of this balloon.”
*1'%M'A&:/7='*'A:6'A".&6'7A:7'A0+'f2/:16'2&+7$/&g'G"$#6'?&'A"..012'"1'

:'.#:1&':16'9"%012'7"'%M'".&1012'102A7S'P"/'+"%&"1&'GA"'9"$#61d7'+&&%'7"'
%:@&'07'7"'".&1012'102A7+'/02A7'6"G1'7A&'+7/&&7'R/"%'"$/'.#:9&='7A0+'G"$#6'
016&&6'?&':'2/:16'2&+7$/&'R"/'A0%S'H"G&<&/=' #0@&'+"'%:1M'".&1012'102A7+'
?&R"/&=' A&'G:+' 1"7' 7A&/&S'NA&1' *' 2"7' A"%&=' *' 60+9"<&/&6' 7A:7' A0+' f2/:16'
2&+7$/&g'G:+' 2&77012'%&' :'%010OC"#:/"06' 9:%&/:S' TA&/&'G:+' :#+"' :' .A"7"'
display board with “Count Your Blessings” painted across the top, on which 
A&'."+7&6':'.A"7"'"R'A0%+&#RS'

TA&'6:M':R7&/'G&'?/"@&'$.='*'R"$16':'."..&6'/&6'?:##""1'?&A016'%M'9:/'
in a parking lot. It felt significant to find another one. Maybe it’s not. Maybe 
*'2"'7A/"$2A'#0R&'+$//"$16&6'?M'."..&6'/&6'?:##""1+'+7/&G1':?"$7'%M'R&&7='
:16'*'A:6'h$+7'1&<&/'1"709&6S'L$7'7A0+'"1&e7A&'"1&'01'%M'.:7A':R7&/'*'A:6'
finally made the decision I had been summoning the courage to make for 
years—caught my attention. I took it as the universe saying, “Hey. You don’t 
1&&6':'+021'7"'%:@&'M"$/'6&90+0"1+'R"/'M"$S'T/$+7'M"$/+&#RSg'

J/'%:M?&' 07' G:+' h$+7' 7A&' $10<&/+&' +:M012=' fNAM' 6"&+' &<&/M"1&' @&&.'
littering me? There’s a dumpster five feet away.” 
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LILACH KEREN

FLOW WITH THE WIND
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CARLA PANCIERA

AFTER MY MOTHER REQUESTS A PARENT-TEACHER 
CONFERENCE

P0R7M'M&:/+':R7&/'G&'A:<&'%0++&6'"$/'#0?/:/M'70%&='
:16'D0++'8"A1+7"1'."$16+'A&/'6&+@':16'+:M+='
fE"66:%107=g':16'G&'+7:/&':7'"$/'A:16+'6&+.&/:7&'
R"/'7A&'?&##'7"'/012'+"'7A&'+7:/#012+'"R'"$/'#:$2A7&/'
9:1'?$/+7'R"/7A='+9"".012'7A&'G&7':0/'"R'K./0#='
and fifty years after Miss Johnston says, “If 
+"%&'.:/&17'G:+1d7'7/M012'7"'/$1'7A0+'+9A""#'7A01@012'
+A&'@1"G+'&<&/M7A012=':'.&/+"1'9"$#6'7A01@=g'
and fifty years after my classmates turn to me, 
7A&'20/#'GA"+&'%"7A&/'A:+'?/"$2A7'7A0+'R$/M'6"G1'
$."1'$+='*'9:1'+70##'0%:201&'%M'%"7A&/':7'A"%&
0/"1012'7A&'+./012'9$/7:01+'"/'+&/<012'A&/'"#6'1$/+&'
R/0&16'#&R7"<&/'+A&.A&/6d+'.0&'7A&1'20<012'A&/':'.&/%='
:16'*'@1"G'D0++'8"A1+7"1'6"&+1d7'7A01@'*'+A"$#6'
/&:6':+'%$9A':+'*'6"=':16'%M'%"7A&/='GA"'/&:6+'
/"%:19&'1"<&#+':16'T/$&';"1R&++0"1+'D:2:Z01&='
GA"'+&16+'%&'01'&:9A'%"17A'G07A'%M'-9A"#:+709'
book order (perfect change from the money 
%M'R:7A&/'@&&.+'"1'7A&'?:/1'G016"G+0##'R/"%'GA&1'
the old Italians come for raw milk to make cheese) 
G:17+'7"'@1"G'GAM'/&:6012'0+'60+9"$/:2&6'01'
Miss Johnston’s class, fifty years and still shame 
prickles its fireflies around me, embers disturbed 
?M':'6/:R7'7A:7'9"%&+'"$7'"R'7A&'6:/@'G07A'+"%&'?&:$7M'
01'07':16'+"%&'.:01':16'7A&':?0#07M'7"'?$/1'A"#&+'
01'7A&'+A0/7'%M'%"7A&/'R"$16':7'7A&'P:##'>0<&/'
"$7#&7+':16'7A:7'*'A:6'9A"+&1'+"'7A"$2A7#&++#M'*'G0+A&6'
%M'%"7A&/'A:6'?&&1':+'01<0+0?#&':+':1M'"7A&/'%"7A&/='
:'%"7A&/'GA"'6061d7'7A01@'7A&/&'G:+'"1#M'"1&'G"/#6='
*'G:17'7"'+:M='1"7'7"'%M'%"7A&/'"/'7"'D0++'5607A'
8"A1+7"1='?$7'7"'7A"+&'9A0#6/&1'01'7A:7'7&//0?#&'/""%V'
We will fill in the dots with no stray marks 
"1'"$/'*"G:'7&+7+=':16'".&1'"$/'%"$7A+'
R"/'7A&'+"22M'9:/7"1d+'/0%='R"/'%0#@'7A:7'7:+7&+'
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1"7A012'#0@&'7A&'%0#@'%M'%"7A&/'."$/+'GA&1'
I get home, and smell ourselves for the first time 
7A&'G:M'"7A&/+'+%&##'$+='?$7'G&'G"1d7'?&'A&/&'
R"/&<&/':16'7A&/&'0+'+"'%$9A'70%&'R"/'+"%&"1&'
7"'#"<&'M"$'7A&'G:M'%M'%"7A&/'#"<&+S
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XENIA SMITH

SOME OTHER PLANET
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NATHAN BACHMAN

GROWING UP AND UP

*1':'R&G'%01$7&+='L:U7&/'G"$#6'+7:16':16'G:#@'?:9@'7"G:/6'D"$17';:/%&#'
:16'A0+'6M012'R:7A&/S'H&'A:6'h$+7'9"%&'R/"%'7A&'A"+.07:#':16'G:+1d7'&:2&/'

7"'/&7$/1e7A"$2A'A&'%$+7S
L$7'1"7'M&7S
P"/' :1"7A&/'%01$7&=' L:U7&/' 9"$#6' +7:M' :16' /&+7' A0%+&#R' "1' 7A&' +7&.+'

of the amphitheater and try to imagine the thoughtless flight of the birds 
:?"<&S'TA&'.:/@'?&#"G'G:+'G:/%':16'2#"G012S'*7'G:+'8$#M':16'1"7':'%"17A'
+$07&6'R"/'6&:7AS'

L:9@' 01'A0+'2$/1&M='A0+' R:7A&/' #:06'G:07012S'H&'9"$#61d7' 7:#@':1M%"/&='
?$7' 7A&' 6"97"/+' +&&%&6' 7"' ?&#0&<&' A&' 9"$#6' +70##' A&:/' L:U7&/S' -"=' 7A&' #:+7'
9"1<&/+:70"1'G"$#6'?&'"1&OG:MS'H&'A:6'7"'+:M'2""6?M&Y'L:U7&/'@1&G'7A:7='
?$7' A&' :#+"' A:6' 7"' +:M' +"%&7A012' &#+&S' -"%&7A012' ./"R"$16' R"/' A0%+&#R'
:16'>"U0':16':1M"1&'&#+&'#0+7&1012S'H&'R$%?#&6'G07A':'R&G'.A/:+&+'?&R"/&'
7A01@012'?:9@'7"'A0+'R:7A&/d+'<"09&S'K'<"09&'7A:7'/&:6'E""6102A7'D""1'7"'A0%'
five or six times before bed or yelled at him to finish his homework or mow 
7A&'#:G1S'K'<"09&'7A:7'A:6':#/&:6M'+."@&1'07+'#:+7'G"/6+S

fB:6='M"$'G&/&':'2""6'%:1=g'L:U7&/'7/0&6'"$7'7A&'G"/6+S'fK'%:1'GA"'
/:0+&6'%&'G07A"$7'9"%.#:017Sg'J/'%"+7#M'G07A"$7'9"%.#:017S'L:U7&/'9"<&/&6'
A0+'R:9&':16'+02A&6Y'0+'7A:7'GA:7'A0+'R:7A&/'G:17&6j'K?+"#$70"1j';/&607j'H0+'
6:6='GA"'/:1'7A&'<:9$$%':16'R"#6&6'#:$16/M':16'%:6&'7:#@'G07A'7A&'"7A&/'
%"7A&/+'1&:/'7A&'.#:M2/"$16j'TA&'"7A&/'?"M+'1&<&/'606'$16&/+7:16='&<&1'
:R7&/'L:U7&/'7"#6'7A&%':?"$7'A0+'%"7A&/S

*1'7A0/6'2/:6&='A0+'R:7A&/'9:%&'7"'20<&':'7:#@':?"$7'G"/@'01':'?0"%&7/09+'
#:?S'H&'606':'2""6'h"?'@&&.012'07'+0%.#&='?$7'%"+7'"R'7A&'@06+'G&/&'?"/&6S'
L&R"/&'L:U7&/' #&R7' 7A:7'6:M='D+S'K%:16:' 7""@':A"#6'"R'L:U7&/d+' +A"$#6&/+'
and said, “Your father’s a saint.”

TA:7d+' :##' :' %:1' A:6' 7"' 6"' 7"' /&:9A' 60<0107MV' /:0+&' :' 9A0#6' :#"1&S' K'
+:017'GA"' R"$16'A0%+&#R' +$66&1#M'9:$2A7' 01'A02A'G:7&/':16'GA"'G:+1d7':'
.:/709$#:/#M'+7/"12'+G0%%&/S'L&R"/&'>"U0'%"<&6'01='L:U7&/'9"$#6'/&%&%?&/'
many mornings finding his father still asleep on the couch, fully dressed, 
G"/@'#:.7".'"1'7A&'6011&/'7/:MS

L:U7&/' +G$12' A0%+&#R' $.' 017"' :' +077012' ."+070"1' :16' G:+' ?#016&6' ?M'
7A&' +$1#02A7S' H&' G"16&/&6' :?"$7' 6M012S' B06' A0+' R:7A&/' %0++' 7A&+&' 6:0#M'
G"16&/+e+$1+A01&=' ?/&&Z&=' G:/%7Aj' J/' G:+' 7A&' 6M012' %016' 9"19&/1&6'
"1#M'G07A' 7A&' 0%%&60:7&j'I:+7'G&&@'GA&1'>"U0' :16'L:U7&/' 6/"<&'A0%' 7"'
the hospital, his father moaned with effort as he turned in his seat, insides 
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G/&9@&6':16'2"/2&6S'J<&/':16'"<&/='A&'+A0R7&6'01'7A&'9:/'+&:7='7/M012'R"/&<&/'
to find one comfortable position.

L:U7&/'+7""6'7"'2"':16'7A&1'+7"..&6'GA&1'A&'A&:/6'7A&'9/MS
fJA='E"6=g'7A&'<"09&'9:%&'R/"%':9/"++'7A&'.:/@S'L:U7&/'#""@&6':/"$16'

and saw a man running across the park’s open field. Above him, hanging 
R/"%'7A&':/%+'"R':'@07&='G:+':'+%:##'9A0#6S

f8:9@+"1lg'7A&'%:1'M&##&6':+'A&'/:1S'fDM'?"Mlg'
Baxter shielded his eyes for a better look. Some fifty feet up, a tiny boy 

G:+'?"$16'01':'7:12#&'"R'#01&':16':19A"/&6'7"':'?/02A7'/&6'9:1<:+S'TA&'@07&'
:16'?"M'+:0#&6'G0#6#M':?"<&'7A&'.:/@S'L:U7&/'9"$#6'+&&'A"G=':7':1M'%"%&17='
7A&'?"M'G"$#6' 7$/1':16'6/".'6"G1'<0"#&17#M'"17"' 7A&'&:/7AS'TA&' /$11012'
%:1='7A&'R:7A&/='G:+'7""'R:/'?&A016':16'7""'+#"G'7"'9:79A'A0+'+"1S'*R'1"'"1&'
G&/&'7A&/&'7"'?/&:@'7A&'9A0#6d+'R:##='G&##eL:U7&/'?&2:1'7"'/$1S

The boy flopped upwards and spun. The man shrieked and stumbled 
:9/"++'7A&'2/:++S'L:U7&/'9:%&'6"G1'R/"%'7A&'&62&'"R'7A&'.:/@':16'G:+'"$7'
ahead of the boy’s father. The kite flew erratically, and it was hard to tell 
GA&/&'7A&'?"M'G"$#6'9"%&'9/:+A012'6"G1S'L:U7&/'Z02OZ:22&6='1&9@'9/:1&6'
?:9@=':16':/%+'&U7&16&6S

f;:79A'A0%='.#&:+&=g'7A&'?"Md+'R:7A&/'M&##&6S
TA&'G016'GA0..&6' 7A&' @07&' 01' 90/9#&+=' $.' 017"' 7A&' +@M' :16' :9/"++' 7A&'

?#016012'+$1=':16'7A&1'6"G1S'8:9@+"1d+'&M&+'G&/&'G06&':16'GA07&S
K1"7A&/'%:1'9:%&'/$11012S'H&'G:+':'A&:<M'%:1'?$7'%"<&6'[$09@#M='

"1&'A:16'9#$79A012':'+.:7$#:S'H0+'R:%0#M'G:+'.09109@012'01':'1&:/?M'+A&#7&/S'
TA&'?"M'+":/&6'7"G:/6'A0%=':16'7A&'%:1'/&:60&6'A0%+&#R'R"/'7A&'9:79A='

?$7':'+7/"12'2$+7'+1:79A&6'7A&'?"M'$.':16':G:MS'L:U7&/'/&:97&6'7"'7A&'+$66&1'
9A:12&':16'7""@':R7&/'7A&'?"MS'TA&'"7A&/+'R"##"G&6S'TA&1='7A&/&'G:+':'?:/@='
:16'L:U7&/'+:G':'M"$12'G"%:1'1&U7'7"'A0%'/$11012'G07A'A&/'6"2S

TA&'?"M'G:+'?#"G1' +"$7A' :?"<&' 7A&'.:/@012' #"7' .:<&%&17S'K#"12' 7A&'
9$/?=':'#01&'"R'09&'9/&:%'.:7/"1+'#""@&6'$.S'TA&1='R/"%'7A&'09&'9/&:%'7/$9@'
9:%&':1':./"1&6'%:1S'H&'9://0&6':1'&%.7M'+$2:/'9"1&':+'A&'/:1':R7&/'7A&'
?"Md+'+A:6"GS

TA&'?"M'+":/&6'$.':1"7A&/'A$16/&6'R&&7=':16'7A&M':##'/:1'"$7'"R'7A&'.:/@'
:16' 017"' 7A&' +7/&&7S'5:9A'"1&'"R' 7A&%'A&#6'"$7' 7A&0/':/%+=' /&:6M' 7"'9:79A'
8:9@+"1='?$7'7A&'@07&'G:+':'+:0#S

They ran after him, ignoring traffic. Every now and then, the strength 
"R' 7A&'G016'G"$#6' 60&' "/' 9A:12&' 60/&970"1=' #0R7012' 7A&' ?"M' 7"' 7A&' /02A7' "/'
6/"..012'7A&'?"M'7"'7A&'#&R7S'K7'70%&+='L:U7&/'G"$#6'+$66&1#M'7&1+&'A0+'&170/&'
?"6MeA&:/012'A0%+&#R'+:M'7A&'G"/6+V'fTA0+'07Y'7A0+'0+'07lg

TA&1=' 7A&'G016'G"$#6'+G&##' :16'.$+A' 7A&'@07&':16' 7A&'?"M' R:+7&/':16'
A02A&/S

L&R"/&'#"12='7A&'/&+9$&'.:/7M'R/"%'7A&'.:/@'G:+'/$11012'6"G1'-&9"16'
Avenue and over to Neil. Down through the German Quarter with its red 
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/"GA"$+&+':16'"<&/'7A&';A:/#&+'>0<&/S'TA&'?"M'+:0#&6=':16'7A&M'/:1='.09@012'
$.':'?0@&/':16'7G"'h"22&/+=':'.:0/'"R'+:#&+%&1'"$7'7"'#$19A=':16'7A/&&'/":6'
G"/@&/+'01'"/:12&S

TA&'G016'9://0&6'8:9@+"1'1"/7A&:+7'017"'7A&'907MS'TA&'701M'?"M':16'A0+'
kite reached the tenth floor of the insurance building on High. His journey 
was reflected in the mirrored windows of corporate offices and government 
:2&190&+S'H&'%:6&':'#"".':/"$16'7A&'+7:7&A"$+&'6"%&S

C&6&+7/0:1+'#""@&6':?"<&'7A&%='+7$11&6='6/:G1'R/"%'7A&0/'.A"1&+='9:/+='
:16'?$+&+S'TA&M'7""@'7"'7A&'+7/&&7'?&A016'7A&'?"Md+'9/M012'R:7A&/S

L:U7&/'R&#7'7A&'0%%&60:9M'"R'7A&'+07$:70"1S'H&'@1&G'7A&'?"Md+'019/&60?#&'
h"$/1&M' :#"R7'G"$#6' &16' :1M'%"%&17S'TA&'?"Md+' #$9@e0R' M"$' 9"$#6' 9:##' 07'
7A:7eG"$#6' +""1' 9"%&' 7"' :1' &16S' H"G' 9"$#6' 07' 1"7j' TA&' ?"M' G"$#6' ?&'
9/$+A&6'R/"%'7A&'0%.:97='%:12#&6='"/'G"/+&S'K#7A"$2A'L:U7&/'7/0&6'1"7'7"='
A&'.097$/&6'?#""6M'G/:.+'"1':1' &%.7M' 2$/1&M' 01+06&' 7A&'GA07&' "R'D"$17'
;:/%&#S'H0+'R:7A&/'"1':'<&170#:7"/S

TA&M'G&/&'+"'%:1M'1"G='/$11012'?&A016'7A&':0/?"/1&'9A0#6S'T"2&7A&/='
7A&'%"?'9"$#6'%:@&':'7"G1V'7&:9A&/+='#:GM&/+='."#09&G"%&1=':99"$17:17+='
:97$:/0&+='.&60:7/090:1+='?:/0+7:+=':16'/&7:0#' 9#&/@+S'TA&M'+7:%.&6&6=':/%+'
/:0+&6':16'?/:9&6'R"/'7A&'G&02A7'"R'7A&'?"MS

TA&'?"Md+' R:7A&/'1&<&/' +7"..&6' M&##012=' f8:9@+"1lg'H&' +70##' /:1'?&+06&'
L:U7&/S'H0+'<"09&e1"G'7"/1'?M'7A&'.AM+09:#'+7/:01'"R'/$11012':16'M&##012'e
was granular and thin and clear. Above, the boy floated on one wing across 
7A&'+@MS'

TA&'/$11012'7A/"12'2:+.&6':+'7A&'@07&'7$/1&6'$.+06&'6"G1':16'60..&6'
:9/"++'*i4S'TA&'.$/+$:17'2:12'h$%.&6'7A&'?&/%':16'9/"++&6'7A&'A02AG:MS'
;:/+'A:6'+7"..&6='6""/+'G&/&'#&R7'".&1=':16'7A&'%"<012'7/"$.&'2/&GS'TA&M'
/:1' 1"/7A=' "$7' R/"%' 7A&' 907M=' :16' .:+7' 7A&' +%:##&/' A"%&+S' TA&M' 6:+A&6'
7A/"$2A'M:/6+':16'+./01@#&/+='.#:M2/"$16+=':16'+@:7&'.:/@+S'TA&M'2/&G'017"'
7A&'A$16/&6+='7A"$+:16+S

L:U7&/' ?&2:1' 7"' #"+&' :##' R&&#012' 01' A0+' :/%+S' H0+' 7A02A+' ?$/1&6' :16'
6&%:16&6':'/&+7='?$7'7A&'?"Md+'h"$/1&M'G"$#6'9"%&'7"':1'&16':1M'%01$7&='
:16'A&'9"$#6'9:79A'A0%S'H&'G:+'+70##'"$7'R/"17=':16'A&'9"$#6'?&'7A&'"1&S'8$+7'
?&A016'A0%='7A&'?"Md+'R:7A&/'G&17'"1'+A/0&@012V'f8:9@+"1='9"%&'?:9@lg

The wind shifted and carried the tiny boy east, and soon he was flying 
"<&/'.#"7+'"R'+"M?&:1+':16'B"$2#:+'P0/+='<:9:70"1'A"%&+=':16'#:+7O%0#&'2:+'
+7:70"1+S

L:U7&/' 9"$#61d7' /&%&%?&/' 7A&' #:+7' 70%&' A&' A:6' /$1' 7A0+' R:/S' H&' A:6'
.$+A&6'A0%+&#R'?&M"16'#0%07+'A&'7A"$2A7'."++0?#&S'H&'R&#7'7A&'1&&6'7"'R:##'7"'
A0+'@1&&+='7A&'$/2&'7"'+$//&16&/='?$7'7A&1'7A&'+A:6"G'"R'7A&'@07&':16'7A&'?"M'
G"$#6'.:++'"<&/'A0%=':16'A&'@1&G'A&'9"$#6'2"'R"/G:/6'R"/'"1&'%"/&'%01$7&S'
J1':16'"1='R"/'h$+7'"1&'%"/&'%01$7&S

TA&'7/&&+'7A011&6=':16'7A&':0/'?&9:%&'?/0+@':16'9#&:1S'L&R"/&'#"12='7A&'
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?"Md+'R:7A&/':16'L:U7&/='7A&'G"%:1'G07A'A&/'6"2='7A&'2/0##'9""@='7A&'09&'9/&:%'
+9"".&/=':16'1&:/#M':'7A"$+:16'"7A&/+'G&/&'7/:%.012'7A/"$2A'7A&'".&1'+:#7'
%&:6"G+='/"9@M':16'G0#6S'-"%&'7/0..&6':16'R&##S'J7A&/+'+#"G&6'"/'+#06'6"G1'
7A&'+#".012'A0##+06&S'

-70##' #&:6012' 7A&' .:9@=' L:U7&/' ?"$19&6' R"/G:/6' G07A"$7' 7A"$2A7' :16'
1&:/#M' +7&..&6' "<&/' 7A&' &62&=' .#:17012' A0+' A&&#+' h$+7' 01' 70%&S'J7A&/+' +#06'
017"' A0%' R/"%'?&A016=' :16' 7"2&7A&/' 7A&M' .$##&6' ?:9@' R/"%' 7A&' ./&90.09&='
collapsed, and brought their stampede to a finish. 

L&#"G='7A&'G:<&+'9/:+A&6'"1'/"9@+='2/&&1':16'+A:/.S'TA&'?"M'+.$1'01'
90/9#&+=':'+.""#&6'@07&'7&7A&/=':16'9/0&6'"$7'R"/'A0+'R:7A&/S'TA&'%:1'+7&..&6'
R"/G:/6':16'#0R7&6'A0+':/%+='?$7'07'G:+'."017#&++'?&9:$+&'A0+'+"1'G:+'"<&/'7A&'
?/&:@'1"G':16'?&M"16'/&+9$&S

L:U7&/' #&:1&6' 017"' 7A&' 2/:++' 7"' 9:79A' A0+' ?/&:7AS' 5<&/M"1&' +&&%&6'
suddenly tired, breathing hard and wiping their brows. No one said anything 
&U9&.7'7A&'R:7A&/='GA"'+."@&'7"'7A&'+&:S

f;"%&'?:9@=g'A&'G0+A&6S'fJA='.#&:+&='9"%&'?:9@Sg
TA&' G016' #$##&6' :16' 2$+7&6' :16' 1&<&/' +7"..&6S' C&".#&' G&/&' 7$/1012'

:G:M'1"G='?$7'L:U7&/'+7:M&6':16'G:79A&6S'H&'+:G'7A&'?"M'60%010+A'01'+0Z&'
:16'9"#"/'$170#'A&'G:+'h$+7':'?#:9@'+.&9@='+":/012':9/"++'7A&'%02A7M'A"/0Z"1='
:#"1&S'
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CONTRIBUTORS

!"#$%"%%&' is a fiber artist and craft collector. Her work is featured in the 
343,'9#:++'"R'K/7C".'-7/&&7'E:##&/M'01'A&/':6".7&6'A"%&7"G1'"R';A:/#"77&='
NC, and won an Arts & Science Council CSA grant. She deep-dives into 
7&U70#&':/7'%&60$%+'+.:11012'7$R7012='R&#7&6'+9$#.7$/&+='G&:<012=':16'+&G012'
GA0#&'?:#:19012'A&/'#"<&'"R'"/2:10Z:70"1':16'9/&:70<&'./"h&97'%:1:2&%&17'
R"/'"7A&/'9/&:70<&+S';$//&17#M'9"19&17/:7012'"1'%:9A01&O7$R7012='+A&'$+&+':'
M:/1OR&6'."G&/'7""#'7"'9/&:7&'G:##'.0&9&+':16'+"R7'+9$#.7$/&+'G07A'A:16O6M&6'
G""#S'H&/'7$R7&6'.0&9&+'R&:7$/&'$16$#:7012'.:77&/1+'?/"$2A7'7"'#0R&'G07A'A&/'
A:16O6M&6'M:/1S

("#)"($%"!)*"(' 0+' :'%066#&' +9A""#' 512#0+A' 7&:9A&/' 01' 9&17/:#'JA0"='
where he lives with his wife, who is also a teacher. His fiction has appeared 
01'P22%I"&3'(*$I%L0'fiction anthology and 1V%#'!%#S'H&'0+':#+"'R"/7A9"%012'
01'!%#D5E&8. When Nathan is not writing, he enjoys traveling, hiking, and 
+.&16012'70%&'G07A'A0+'7G"'9:7+':16'7G"'6"2+S

+&,"$!"(#-'++ has a B.A. in Psychology from Northwestern University, 
an MA in Communication, Media and Theatre from Northeastern Illinois 
Q10<&/+07M=' :16' 0+' :' /&9&17' 2/:6$:7&' "R' 7A&' DPK' 01' N/07012' ./"2/:%' :7'
7A&' Q10<&/+07M' "R' -:1' P/:190+9"S' H&/' 7A&+0+' G:+' :' 9"##&970"1' "R' ."&7/M'
7A:7' &U:%01&6' 7A&' %:#&' 2:Z&=' G"%&1d+' +$?h$2:70"1' 01' +"90&7M=' 7/:$%:='
:16' /&+0#0&19&S' -.&90:#' 017&/&+7+' 019#$6&' 7A&:7/&' 01' &6$9:70"1=' 7&:9A012'
-A:@&+.&:/&' 7"' 9A0#6/&1=' 9"%%&60:' 6&##d:/7&=' :16' ./&+&17012' ."&7/M'
7A&:7/09:##MS' -A&' 0+' :' R/&&#:19&' 7A&:7/&' 60/&97"/=' .&/R"/%&/=' :16' "$7/&:9A'
7A&:7/&'01+7/$97"/'017&2/:7012'9/&:70<&'6/:%:':16'.#:MG/07012':16'0+'9$//&17#M'
#0<012'01'-:17:'D"109:=';:#0R"/10:S

C#:MG/02A7."!)"'+$!".(','/&9&0<&6':'3434'J/&2"1'I07&/:/M'P&##"G+A0.='
:16'A:+'A:6'./"6$970"1+'"R'A&/'G"/@':9/"++'7A&'QS-S='QSFS='7A&'D066#&'5:+7='
;:1:6:=' :16' K+0:=' G07A' 01<07:70"1+' 7"' 6&<&#".' G"/@' :7' 7A&' *12&' TA&:7/&'
P&+70<:#='7A&'F&11&6M';&17&/'R"/'7A&'C&/R"/%012'K/7+'C#:MG/07012'*17&1+0<&='
7A&'D06G&+7&/1'B/:%:70+7+' ;&17&/' ;"1R&/&19&=' 7A&'D06OK%&/09:' TA&:7&/'
Conference, the American Association for Theatre in Higher Education New 
C#:M'B&<&#".%&17'-&/0&+='7A&'-&G:1&&'N/07&/+d';"1R&/&19&='7A&'I02A7A"$+&'
Writer’s Workshop, the Cambridge U.K. WriteON Festival, and the Samuel 
French Off-Off Broadway Festival. Her work is seen in many literary journals. 
-A&':16'A&/'R:%0#M'#0<&'01'J/&2"1S'GGGS/:9A:&#9:/1&+S9"%S

,)'++/ ,#'-".#$!"#0'A"#6+':'3434'DPK'01'."&7/M'R/"%'-&G:1&&'-9A""#'
of Letters. She is a 2020 Rattle Poetry Prize finalist. Work is forthcoming in 
!"%/'F"&%':16'780-*#I/"#'9\D8&%'(%)*%+S'-A&'#0<&6'01'7A&'D0++0++0..0'B&#7:'
for 25 years and now writes near a bluff overlooking the Warrior River in 
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N:#@&/';"$17M='K#:?:%:S'-A&'0+'.:++0"1:7&':?"$7'2&1/&O?&16012':16'+A"/7'
R"/%+='?#$//012'#01&+'?&7G&&1'7/$7A':16'0%:201:70"1S'-A&'0+'%"/&'.:++0"1:7&'
about loving humans  now (instagram.com/shellyscato).

!0+'$!)"*%'.+"&('0+':'G/07&/':16'+"90:#'G"/@&/'#0<012'01'-7S'I"$0+'G07A'
A0+'9:7='L$/6&1S';"#&'G"/@+'G07A'7&&1:2&/+'01'7A&'R"+7&/'+M+7&%S'H&'+7$60&6'
512#0+A'I07&/:7$/&':7'N&?+7&/'Q10<&/+07M'01'-7S'I"$0+='D0++"$/0S'NA&1';"#&'
0+1d7'G"/@012'"/'G/07012='A&' +.&16+'A0+' 70%&':7' 7A&' #"9:#' 09&' /01@' 7&:9A012'
himself to stop without the wall; it’s going well. You can follow Cole on 
TG077&/V']9"#&q9A:%?&/#1S

1".&$ 2',3"&( is a clichéd, middle-aged woman with an affinity for 
9:/602:1'+G&:7&/+='7/$&'9/0%&='9A"9"#:7&'9:@&=':16'5%01&%S'-A&'#0@&+'#"12'
walks at sunset and has been teaching herself how to crochet (she can only 
make square items). She is the mother and stepmom of five teenage boys 
:16'7A&0/'%:1M'.&7+='019#$6012':'?&:/6&6'6/:2"1'1:%&6'C7"#&%MS'F:/0'0+':1'
MFA candidate in fiction at the University of Kansas. She loves writing about 
7A&'#"9:70"1+'+A&'2/&G'"$7'"RV'7A&'G0#6+'"R'7A&'+"$7AG&+7&/1'Q107&6'-7:7&+='
7A&'h$12#&+'"R'T/0106:6=':16'7A&'+"$7AO9&17/:#'A&:/7#:16S'F:/0'G:+'1:%&6':'
2016 AWP Intro Journals Project winner in poetry. Her fiction, nonfiction, 
:16'."&7/M'A:<&'?&&1'R&:7$/&6'01'Watershed Review, The Windhover, I-70 
Review, Roadrunner Review, Rockvale Review,' :16' !%#+""$ (%)*%+='
:%"12'"7A&/+S

%".%"." -',#-002$2&')+' 0+' 7A&' R"$16012' :16' +&10"/' &607"/' "R',-%'
C82/*5"&%'(%)*%+. Her fiction and poetry have been published in a variety 
"R'h"$/1:#+='019#$6012'TD*$$*/3='C"/"58R'(%)*%+ (C%0/'"J'/-%'OB), 4%80D&%='
Little Patuxent Review, SmokeLong Quarterly, Gargoyle, Superstition 
Review, NANO Fiction, Per Contra, Thrush Poetry Journal, Atticus Review, 
The MacGuffin, The Shore, :16'.22%&3'TD%%#'430/%&3'48I8U*#%S

*,4$54'$6."(1+&( 0+':'2/:6$:7&'"R'7A&'Q10<&/+07M'"R'T&U:+':16':77&16&6'
Union Theological Seminary in New York. She is the author of the play 
Black Girl, which won a New York Drama Desk Award and was made into 
a feature film. One of her passions is creating family-reading literature for 
+7/$22#012':16'/&#$97:17'/&:6&/+S'H&/':6:.7:70"1+'"R'7A&'R:?#&+'"R'7A&':190&17'
+:2&='K&+".=' 01' 7A&' 7A/&&O%01$7&O.#:M' 2&1/&=' A:+' /"#&+' R"/' &<&/M"1&=' &<&1'
2/:16.:S Cool Kid and the Wolf,'R/"%'A&/'Hip Hop Aesop Series,'0+':<:0#:?#&'
"1'K%:Z"1S

."!)'+ "474$7&+*"(8,'G"/@'A:+'?&&1'.$?#0+A&6'01'h"$/1:#+'7A/"$2A"$7'
7A&' Q-=' QF=' :16' K$+7/:#0:S' -A&' 0+' 7A&' ;/&:7"/W5607"/O01O;A0&R' "R' ,-%'
(8/*"#82' M&%8/D&%=' :' 9"#$%10+7' R"/'S"'M"#/8R/'48I=' :16'G:+' 5607"/O01O
;A0&R' "R' M"2D5E*8' X"D&#82=' *++$&' (iS' -A&' A"#6+' :1' DPK' 01' N/07012='
Nonfiction from Columbia University and an MS in Creative Writing from 
the University of Oxford. She lives in New York and works in publishing. 
D"/&':7'/:9A&#:220#%:1S9"%S
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!./,#"+ )".#*"('0+':'%$#70O%&60:':/70+7':16'h&G&#&/'?:+&6'01'B$/:12"='
;"#"/:6"=' :16'Q/?:1:=' *##01"0+=' G"/@012' 01' ./"9&++' "/0&17&6' 7/:6070"1+' 7"'
%&&7' 7A&':?+7/:97'G07A':' R"/%:#0+%'2$06&6'?M':1':../&90:70"1' R"/'1:7$/&='
figure (botanical, entomological, and mammalian), and the act of gathering 
/""7&6' 01' +A:/&6' &<"#$70"1:/M' A0+7"/0&+S' ;/&:7012' ./&6"%01:7&#M' 01' G:U'
and recycled fine metals, her sculptural jewelry can be found online and 
7A/"$2A'+&#&97'2:##&/0&+':9/"++'7A&'+7:7&+S'K1':6<"9:7&'R"/'7A&'&1<0/"1%&17'
:16'R"/'+7"/M7&##012='A&/'<0+$:#':/7'9:1'?&'R"$16'01'.$?#09:70"1+'019#$6012'F8'
Piccoleta Barca, CutBank Literary Journal, Interrupture Magazine,' :16'
PO'48I8U*#%;

*"(' )09)"((&,/"( is an Armenian fine art and conceptual 
photographer. The preferred topics of her art are the reflection of the state 
01O?&7G&&1'%:209':16'/&:#07M='7A&'9"//&+."16&19&'"R'7A&'A$%:1'?"6M'7"'7A&'
1:7$/:#':16'$/?:1'&1<0/"1%&17=':16'7A&'60+9"<&/M'"R'"#6'-"<0&7':/9A07&97$/:#'
#&R7"<&/+'7A/"$2A'7A&'%&:1+'"R'.A"7"2/:.AMS'H&/'0%:2&+'G&/&'.$?#0+A&6'01'
7A&'"1#01&'%:2:Z01&+'Gulf Stream Magazine, Arkana, Apricity Magazine, 
Wild Roof Journal, The Closed Eye Open, Pretty Owl Poetry, eris & eros, 
also in the print edition of River Styx, Beyond Words, Red Weather, Cold 
4"D#/8*#'(%)*%+':16'928I'?2800'M*/3S

A product of Philadelphia suburbia, New England boarding school, and Yale 
Q10<&/+07M='1"&#+&($1"(8,'G/07012'6/:G+'$."1'A&/'/09A'9$#7$/:#'A&/07:2&='
:9:6&%0:=':16'A&/'"G1'1&$/"60<&/2&19&S'-A&'A:+':..&:/&6'01 Anti-Heroin 
Chic, Sky Island Journal,' :16'4*#%&)8' (*0*#IS' L&+06&+' G/07012=' F:1' 0+'
:1':<06'"/9A&+7/:#'%$+09'R:1'G07A':'.&19A:17'R"/'7A&'."+7%"6&/1':16'0+':'
definite dog person. She is honored to be printed here in hopes that others 
%:M'&U.&/0&19&'A&/'"G1'#077#&'9"/1&/'"R'7A&'+@MS

+&+"!)$1'.'( 0+'.:++0"1:7&' :?"$7' &U.#"/012' 7A&' &%"70"1:#'6&.7A+' 7A:7'
come with creating different layers in a piece, building these layers both 
.AM+09:##M' :16' 60207:##MS' H&/' +7M#&' %"+7#M' /&<"#<&+' :/"$16' :?+7/:97' :16'
figurative abstract, with colors being a significant focus of variation and play. 
-A&'0+'?&+7'@1"G1'R"/'9/&:7012'%0U&6'%&60:'.:017012'7A:7'9"%?01&+'%:1M'
%&60$%+':16'7&9A10[$&+='019#$6012'"0#'.:017012=':#9"A"#'01@='.A"7"2/:.AM='
:9/M#09='.&190#='9A:/9":#='."#M%&/='2&#=':16'&<&1'9#:MS'-A&'G:+'?"/1'01'*+/:&#'
and now lives in Scottsdale, AZ. She has been practicing art all of her life and 
+7$60&6':/7'R"/%:##M':16'01R"/%:##MS

50,'3)$ 1'.,!)%":*8,' %"+7' /&9&17' .$?#09:70"1+' 019#$6&'4*&&"&' C"_'
(Main St Rag Press, 2020) and =*0/8#/'9-"&%'"J'8'9V2*/'9%R"#$ (Louisiana 
Literature Press, 2018). Joseph has been awarded grants from the National 
516"G%&17' R"/' 7A&'K/7+':16' 7A&' *160:1:'K/7+';"%%0++0"1S'H0+'G"/@'A:+'
:..&:/&6'01'h"$/1:#+'+$9A':+'Poetry Distillery, failbetter, Panoply, Flying 
Island, The Battered Suitcase, Main St. Rag,':16',-%'=%2*#\D%#7S'8"+&.A'
#0<&+'01'L#""%0127"1='*160:1:='G07A'A0+'R:%0#MS
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1"#'$10'(&7 is a queer writer and photographer living in Houston, TX. 
She is a current Creative Writing MFA candidate at The New School and 
&:/1&6'A&/'LK'01'512#0+A':16'H0+7"/M':7'7A&'Q10<&/+07M'"R'C077+?$/2AS'H&/'
G"/@' A:+' ./&<0"$+#M' ?&&1' .$?#0+A&6' 01' Gulf Stream Literary Magazine, 
Three Rivers Review, La Piccioletta Barca,':16'`*/8'C&%)*0'!&%00;'J1'%"+7'
days, you can find her watching dog videos online when she’s supposed to be 
G/07012S'P016'A&/'"1'TG077&/'A&/&']F:7&FqN/07012S

!".&("$ 10)(' 0+' :' %$#70O2&1/&' 8&G0+A' G/07&/=' &6$9:7"/=' :16' 60/&97"/'
from New York. She received an MFA in Creative Writing and Literature 
at Stony Brook University and a BA in English at SUNY New Paltz. She has 
?&&1'.$?#0+A&6'01'The Brooklyn Rail, Chronogram=':16',-%'9/"#%0/-&"+'
Review, and is the recipient of the SUNY New Paltz Tomaselli Award for 
Dramatic Writing (2018) for her screenplay, !28#'CS'H&/'+A"/7'.#:M+'A:<&'
been performed at The Fresh Act Play Festival at SUNY New Paltz. Currently, 
+A&'0+'G"/@012'"1':'%&%"0/S

'*&+/$ .0,' *&++'. (she/her) graduated cum laude from Saint Leo 
Q10<&/+07M=' GA&/&' +A&' /&9&0<&6' A&/' LK' 01' 512#0+A'G07A' :' 9/&:70<&'G/07012'
+.&90:#0Z:70"1S'H&/'G"/@'A:+'?&&1'.$?#0+A&6'01'Capsule Stories, PopMatters, 
Parhelion Literary Magazine,':16'(%$'M%$8&'(%)*%+=':%"12'"7A&/+S'P016'
A&/' "1#01&' :7' &%0#M/"+&%0##&/SG&&?#MS9"%=' "1' *1+7:2/:%' :16' TG077&/' ]
:97$:#./019&++&%0#M':16']5%q>"+&qD0##&/='/&+.&970<&#M='"/' 01'/&:#' #0R&' 01'
Orlando, cuddling with her five cats.

*&!)'++' *0.0:,'' 0+' :' B&7/"07' :/&:' .&60:7/090:1S' H&/' G"/@' A:+'
:..&:/&6' /&9&17#M' 01' Necessary Fiction, Wigleaf, Peregrine, Lullwater 
Review, Passager, The MacGuffin, Pembroke Magazine, Passages North, 
:16 Cease, Cows. -A&'+&/<&+'"1'7A&'?":/6'"R'B&7/"07'N"/@012'N/07&/+S

5:,#&($ ('66' #0<&+' 01' CA0#:6&#.A0:' G07A' A0+' G0R&' :16' 7A&0/' 7G"' M"$12'
9A0#6/&1S' H&' 7:$2A7' A02A' +9A""#' R"/' &#&<&1' M&:/+' ?$7' +G079A&6' 9:/&&/+'
/02A7'?&R"/&'01+:107M'7""@'"<&/S'H&d+'A:6'G"/@'.$?#0+A&6'01'McSweeney’s, 
Points in Case, Memoir Magazine, :16'G0##'+""1'A:<&'+"%&7A012':..&:/'01'
C%/-2%-%5'7&*/%&0'("D#$/8E2%;

!".+" 3"(!&'."' A:+' .$?#0+A&6' 7G"' ."&7/M' 9"##&970"1+V' 1#%' "J' /-%'
M*582"&%0'(Cider Press) and No Day, No Dusk, No Love (Bordighera). Her 
9"##&970"1'"R' +A"/7' +7"/0&+='C%+*2$%&%$=' /&9&0<&6'KNCd+'E/:9&'C:#&M'C/0Z&S'
H&/' G"/@' A:+' :..&:/&6' 01' +&<&/:#' h"$/1:#+=' 019#$6012' Poetry, ,-%' F"0'
Angeles Review, Iron Horse, :16'M8&"2*#8'TD8&/%&23;'-A&'9:1'6/0<&'#:/2&'
7/:97"/+=':++&++'GA&1'07d+'70%&'7"'%"G'7A&':#R:#R:=':16'017$?:7&':'9"G'01':1'
&%&/2&19MS'TA&+&'6:M+'+A&'0+'A:..M'&1"$2A'7"'7&:9A'A02A'+9A""#'512#0+A':16'
7&16':'R&G'7"%:7"'.#:17+S

,!0## 3'2'.,'(' 0+' :' C$+A9:/7' C/0Z&O1"%01:7&6' G/07&/' ?:+&6' 01'
N0+9"1+01S'H0+'G"/@'A:+':..&:/&6'01'Louisiana Literature, The MacGuffin, 



,,_

In Parentheses, The Sea Letter, Falling Star Magazine, Sundial Magazine, 
Storylandia, The Heartland Review=':16':17A"#"20&+'R/"%'C/".&/70$+'C/&++S'
When not writing fiction, he enjoys performing in a traditional Celtic band.

Originally from California, now residing in Hudson Valley, New York, 
1"#)/$;4$3.&!' 9"1+06&/+'A&/+&#R' :'6$:#O9070Z&1'"R'?"7A'9":+7+S'-A&d+':'
NY Foundation recipient for the Arts Fellowship in Poetry, a Hedgebrook, 
:16'56G:/6'K#?&&'P&##"G=':16':G:/6&6':1'K/9A0&'k'L&/7A:'N:#@&/'C"&7/M'
P&##"G+A0.':7'P01&'K/7+'N"/@';&17&/'C/"<019&7"G1S'>&9&17'G"/@'.$?#0+A&6'
?M' 0/"&39"D/-=' 019#$6&6' 01' TriQuarterly, Rumpus, Cincinnati Review, 
Bayou, Pleiades, :16'!&8*&*%'9R-""#%&S'L:?M'2":7+=':$7$%1'#&:<&+='9#:++09'
/"9@=':16'7A&'.&/R&97':<"9:6"'7":+7'/:1@'A02A'"1'A&/'#0+7'"R'R:<"/07&'[$0/@M'
7A012+S'F:7AM':+.0/&+'7"'#&:/1'#&R7A:16&6'2$07:/'01+7&:6'"R'/02A7'+019&'+A&'G:+'
#&R7OA:16&6':7'?0/7AS'''''

5&*$.0,,' h$%.&6'017"'9/&:70<&'.$/+$07+'01'34,(':R7&/':'/&G:/6012'9:/&&/'
01'.$?#09'A&:#7A'/&+&:/9AS'N07A':'2/:6$:7&'6&2/&&'R/"%'H"G:/6'Q10<&/+07M='
in six years, he has published nonfiction, fiction, poetry, and photography 
01' "<&/' ,(4' h"$/1:#+' :16' :17A"#"20&+' :9/"++' R"$/' 9"1701&17+S' C$?#09:70"1+'
019#$6&'580 Split, Barren, Columbia Journal, Hippocampus, Ilanot Review, 
Kestrel, Litro, Lunch Ticket, Manchester Review, New World Writing, 
The Atlantic,' :16' ,3V%-"D0%; H&' 9"17/0?$7&6' 7"' 7A&' +""1O7"O?&O/&#&:+&6'
6"9$%&17:/M' +&/0&+=' I, Sniper=' :?"$7' 7A&'BS;S' +10.&/+S' 80%':16'A0+'G0R&e
parents of two health professionals and grandparents of five preschoolers—
+.#07'7A&0/'70%&'?&7G&&1'907M':16'%"$17:01+S'

!+"&.' ,!0##'0+':'/&9&17#M'/&70/&6'.+M9A"7A&/:.0+7'GA"'0+'&1h"M012'A:<012'
%"/&'70%&'7"'G/07&='7:@&'#"12'G:#@+=':16'7/M'7"'+7:M':A&:6'"R'7A&'G&&6+S'-A&'
is looking forward to finally seeing her five grandchildren and sharing big 
A$2+S';#:0/&'0+':1':G:/6OG011012'."&7'GA"'A:+'/&9&0<&6'%$#70.#&'C$+A9:/7'
C/0Z&'1"%01:70"1+S'H&/'G"/@'A:+':..&:/&6'01'7A&'Atlanta Review, Bellevue 
Literary Review, New Ohio Review, Enizagam=' :16',-%'[%82*#I'4D0&='
:%"12' "7A&/+S' ;#:0/&' 0+' 7A&' :$7A"/' "R'78*/*#I' /"' E%' M822%$' :16' ]#/*2' 6'
M"D2$#L/;'-A&'0+'7A&'9"O:$7A"/'"R']#J"2$*#I'*#'F*I-/Z'P'9*0/%&0L'X"D&#%3'*#'
!-"/"I&8V-3'8#$'!"%/&3;

5',, ,1/+',0(=':'1"1O?01:/M'G/07&/='0+':'R"/%&/':&/"+.:9&':16'%&9A:109:#'
&1201&&/'GA"'?&2:1'G/07012'."&7/M':R7&/'?&012'60:21"+&6'G07A'+7:2&'*!'9:19&/'
:7':2&'_aS'*1'/&%0++0"1='7A&M':/&'1"G'.$/+$012':1'DPK'01';/&:70<&'N/07012'
:7'7A&'Q10<&/+07M'"R'D:++:9A$+&77+='L"+7"1S'TA&0/'."&%+'A:<&'?&&1'+&#&97&6'
as finalists in the Tor House and Yemassee Poetry Prizes, :16'A:<&'?&&1'
.$?#0+A&6'01 Oberon Poetry Magazine, Evocations, Nixes Mate Review, The 
Under Review, :16'7A&'N09@R"/6'K/7'K++"90:70"1d+'‘Poetry & Art’ collection.

<'(&" ,*&#)'0+':'L:M'K/&:O/:0+&6='+&#RO7:$2A7':/70+7'1"G'G"/@012':16'#0<012'
"$7'"R'-:9/:%&17"S'KR7&/'/&9&0<012'A&/'?:9A&#"/d+'6&2/&&'01'I012$0+709+'R/"%'
7A&'Q10<&/+07M'"R';:#0R"/10:='-:17:';/$Z='+A&'%"<&6'7"'-:9/:%&17"='GA&/&'



,,`

+A&'9$//&17#M'G"/@+'R"/':'#"9:#'+0#@+9/&&1'+A".':16'9"OR"$16&6'>&9#$+&'K/7+='
an underground art collective. Xenia is a multimedia artist with interest in 
film, painting, and textiles. Her work has also been published in Art, Music, 
F*/'9V8R%':16'!&%00'!8D0%'!&%00;

5'((/ ,#"660.2'0+':'.#:MG/02A7='#M/090+7=':16'&++:M0+7'GA"'+.#07+'A&/'70%&'
between Denver and New York. Her work has been performed on Broadway, 
/&20"1:##M':16'017&/1:70"1:##M=':16'A:+'?&&1'.$?#0+A&6'?M'!*"#%%&'=&858'
:16' ,-%' M"2"&8$"' 9D#;' KG:/6+' 019#$6&' 7A&' 34,b' >&<:' -A01&/' ;"%&6M'
Award, a 2021 ASCAP Plus Award, two-time finalist status for the Kleban 
Prize for Musical Theatre, the Yale Institute for Music Theatre, and the 
Eugene O’Neill Musical Theatre Conference. She has been an Artist in 
>&+06&19&':7'7A&'>A01&?&9@'N/07&/+'>&7/&:7='E""6+.&&6'D$+09:#+=':16'7A&'
8"A11M'D&/9&/'N/07&/+';"#"1MS'-A&'0+':'B/:%:70+7+'E$0#6'%&%?&/':16'A"#6+'
an MFA from NYU.

2"9&2 ,#".1'/'+&/<&6':+'-:17:'L:/?:/:d+'344aO34,,'C"&7'I:$/&:7&':16'
0+'B0/&97"/'"R'7A&';/&:70<&'N/07012'C/"2/:%':7'-:17:'L:/?:/:';07M';"##&2&S'
H&'0+';"O&607"/':16'C$?#0+A&/'"R'E$1."G6&/'C/&++':16'7A&':$7A"/'"R'101&'
R$##O#&127A'."&7/M'9"##&970"1+='%"+7'/&9&17#M'Dance, You Monster, to My Soft 
9"#I' (FutureCycle, 2021). After 31 years of full-time college teaching, he 
G0##'+""1'?&'/&70/012=':16'A&'0+'#""@012'R"/G:/6'7"'A:<012'%"/&'70%&'7"'G/07&'
."&7/MS

#"/+0. #'"!)0:#'0+':1':/70+7='%$+090:1='G/07&/=':16'."&7S'-A&'+.&17'70%&'
:+':1':/70+7'01'R&##"G+A0.':7'7A&'J+:2&'K/7d+';"%%$107M':16'/&9&0<&6'-.06&/'
N&?'-:#"1d+'-012&/O-"12G/07&/'-9A"#:/+A0.S'H&/':/7':16'."&7/M'9:1'?&'R"$16'
01',-*5E2%'F*/%&8&3'48I8U*#%':16'"1'7A&'9"<&/'"R'."&7/M'9A:.?""@+'+$9A'
:+'8"A1'B"/+&Md+'6'C%/'W"D',-*#G',-*0'9"#I'*0'PE"D/'W"D and Nadia Arioli’s 
$.9"%012'9A:.?""@'XD*R%S'-A&'9:1'?&'R"$16'"1'*1+7:2/:%']7:M#"/7&:9A"$7S'

*"#&(" 90,,0:' 0+' :' +&#RO7:$2A7' :/70+7' #0<012' 01' K7A&1+=' E/&&9&S' -A&'
?&#0&<&+'7A:7'&<&/M'R:9&'0+':'h"$/1&M='&<&/M'9"#"/':1'&%"70"1':16'7A:7'GA:7'
we feel is the only present we know, and by this, we define our life. In the 
A&:/7'"R'A&/'7A"$2A7'.:#.07:7&+'7A&'9&/7:017M'7A:7'&<&/M'"1&'"R'$+'0+':'.&/R&97#M'
unfinished mosaic of emotions and ideas; everything is connected. She 
$+&+':9/M#09+' :16':' 7""7A.09@=' :' 7&9A10[$&' 7:$2A7' 7"'A&/'?M'A&/' R:7A&/=' :1'
:$7"606:97'1:r<&.:017&/S'5U9&.7'R"/'.:017012='+A&':#+"'#"<&+'G/07012S'H&/'.#:M'
,-%'S"/-*#I'"J'!%"V2%'G:+'.$?#0+A&6'01'E/&&@'01'34,iS']%:701:<"++"$

9'.0(&!"$ %'"#.&!' -"+#0(' 0+' :1' &6$9:7"/' :16' 2/:6$:7&' +7$6&17'
fromNew Jersey and an alumna of Bryn Mawr College. Her work is published 
"/'R"/7A9"%012'01'Little Stone, Ethel, Fatal Flaw, The Bitchin’ Kitsch,':16'
"7A&/+S'P016'A&/'"1'*1+7:2/:%':16'TG077&/']?0#6$12+G:#7"1S

-"+#'. -'&(,!)'(1 0+' :1' :77"/1&M=' G/07&/=' :16' %$+090:1S' Q170#' :'
R&G'M&:/+':2"='A&'G/"7&'+A"/7'+7"/0&+'&U9#$+0<&#M'?$7'1"G'60<06&+'A0+' 70%&'



,,(

&[$:##M' ?&7G&&1' ."&7/M' :16' ./"+&S' N:#7&/d+' G/07012' A:+' :..&:/&6' 01' 7A&'
Carolina Quarterly, Sunspot Literary Journal, The Esthetic Apostle, The 
Gateway Review, A Rose For Lana, Cathexis Northwest Press, Tempered 
Runes Press, Button Eye Review, East by Northeast Literary Magazine,':1'
:17A"#"2M'&1707#&6'>822*#I'F%8)%0'.$?#0+A&6'?M'B:M'502A7':16'R"/7A9"%012'
01'The Courtship of Winds, Months to Years, Penumbra :16'6&*0'F*/%&8&3'
X"D&#82;N:#7&/'#0<&+'01':'+$?$/?'h$+7'"$7+06&'N:+A0127"1='BS';S

#"." -',#*0.' 0+' :1' :17A/"."#"20+7' ."&7' /:0+&6' 01'B:M7"1=' JA0"S' -A&'
received her MFA in poetry from New Mexico State University and is 
9$//&17#M':'CASBS'9:1606:7&':7'7A&'Q10<&/+07M'"R';:#0R"/10:O>0<&/+06&S'-A&'A:+'
G"/@'.$?#0+A&6':16'R"/7A9"%012'01'The Cincinnati Review, The Greensboro 
Review, Hunger Mountain, Prairie Schooner, Arts & Letters, The Sink 
Review,':16'&#+&GA&/&S'-A&'0+'G"/@012'"1'9"O9$/:7012':1':17A"#"2M'"R'7A&'
017&/+&970"1+'?&7G&&1'&7A1"2/:.AM':16'."&7/M'9:##&6'P#/-&"a!"%/*R0S

("(!/ -)&#''0+'7A&':$7A"/'"R'7A/&&'."&7/M'9"##&970"1+V'Sun, Moon, Salt 
(winner of the Washington Prize), =%/"D&=':16'P0G'PI8*#'F8/%&;'H&/'."&%+'
A:<&' :..&:/&6' 01' Beloit Poetry Review, FIELD, New England Review, 
Ploughshares, Rhino,' :16' %:1M' "7A&/+S' -A&' +&/<&+' :+' &607"/O01O9A0&R' :7'
,-%'7"&$'7"&G0'in Washington, D. C. and teaches at SUNY Adirondack in 
upstate NY.

7"./$ !)".+', -&+1'(,, Associate Professor of English at Norfolk 
-7:7&'Q10<&/+07M='G:+' 7A&'G011&/'"R' 7A&'344^'T&U:+'>&<0&G'L/&:@7A/"$2A'
Poetry Prize for his first book,',-%'(%$'F*I-/'780'43'4*#$;'H0+'."&%+'A:<&'
:..&:/&6'01'%"/&'7A:1'(4'"1#01&':16'./017'<&1$&+=':%"12'7A&%',-%',%_80'
Review, The Cortland Review, The Adirondack Review, The Prague Revue, 
:16 The Southern Poetry Anthology, Volume II: Mississippi.

<'(&"$;*&#)'0+':';:#0R"/10:':/70+7':16'1:70<&'G"/@012'"$7'"R'-:9/:%&17"='
;:#0R"/10:S' -A&' 0+' :' +&#RO7:$2A7' :/70+7' G07A' :' ./&R&/&19&' R"/' "#6O+9A""#'
techniques and creative processes. Xenia currently works as a printer for 
a local silkscreen shop and practices painting and film in her free time; she 
:#+"'A&#.&6'&+7:?#0+A':16'"/2:10&'>&9#$+&'K/7+=':1'$16&/2/"$16':/7'9"##&970<&'
01'6"G17"G1'-:9/:%&17"'7A:7'A"+7+':/70+7+':16'&<&17+'01'7A&'+$//"$16012'
9"%%$107MS'

&70.$;:,'9' 0+' :' 9/&:7"/'"R' 9A:"+':/7S'KR7&/':' #&127AM'9:/&&/' 01' 7&9A':16'
K!./"h&97'%:1:2&%&17='*2"/'60+9"<&/&6':/7':+':'G:M'7"'$1G016':16'9"11&97'
G07A'A0%+&#R' :16' 07' :##' +7:/7&6'G07A':6$#7' 9"#"/012'?""@+=' +A"/7#M' R"##"G&6'
?M':'20R7&6'.:017'+&7S'H&'6"<&'017"'07'G07A'&17A$+0:+%='"R7&1'+9"$/012'7A/0R7'
+7"/&+'R"/'&#&%&17+'A&'9"$#6':66':16'&U.&/0%&17'G07AS'*2"/'+&77#&6'017"'A0+'
$10[$&' +7M#&' "R' $+012' /"##&/+' 7"' .:017=' :16' #:M&/012' 9$7O"$7+' "17"' 9:1<:+S'
Sometimes he’ll produce a deeply personal piece, and other times you’ll find 
A0%'&U.#"/012'%&++:2&+'A&'G:17+'7"'."/7/:M'01'A0+'+7M#&S






