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Calendar of Events
SUMMer 2005 AUGUST

11-25 Welcome Week 
MUW has plenty of activities in store for students during Welcome Week, 
including Move In Day on Aug. 14 at 1 p.m. Other scheduled events 
include a movie on the lawn, Freshman Serenade, a hypnotist, Karaoke, 
mud volleyball and an evening of improv. For more information, contact 
the Office of Student Life at (662) 241-6974.
MUW campus

SEPTEMBER 

16  W Days
These visitation days are designed to give students the opportunity to learn 
more about MUW, academic programs offered and scholarship and financial 
aid opportunities. The day will include campus tours, residence hall tours, 
academic division meetings and presentations from admissions, financial aid, 
student affairs and lunch. Other W Days are scheduled for Oct. 7 and 28, Nov. 
11, Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 17 and March 3 and 24. For more information, contact 
the MUW Office of Admissions toll free at 1-877-462-8439, ext. 7106.
MUW campus

OCTOBER 

13-15 Welty Weekend
This annual weekend, which honors the world-renowned alumna Eudora 
Welty, draws noted authors, journalists, scholars and artists. This year’s Writers’ 
Symposium theme is “Playing on the Air…Like a Signal or a Greeting”: 
Convergent Voices in Music and Southern Literature. Authors slated for this 
event include Lee Smith, Beth-Ann Fennelly, Silas House, Ruth Moose, Inman 
Majors, Jennifer Davis, Claude Wilkinson, Tom Franklin, Gina Ochsner, Brad 
Vice, Rosemary Wells and Bebe Barefoot. For more information, call the College 
of Arts and Sciences at (662) 329-7386 or email pieschel@muw.edu.
MUW campus

AprIL 

21-23 Homecoming
MUW’s Homecoming is a fun-filled weekend for the entire family. Reunion 
class dinners will be held for class years ending in 1s and 6s. For more 
information, contact the Office of Alumni Relations at (662) 329-7295.
MUW campus
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,
 
I am writing this letter very early in the morning before all the pieces of heavy equipment involved in our many building projects start up for 
the day. The sun is bright with almost no clouds in the sky. Our campus is beautiful and very quiet except for birdsong; however, our beauti-
ful campus is very seldom quiet except during that brief period between graduation and just prior to the start of the summer sessions.  

Our campus was teeming with students, their parents, grandparents, husbands, wives and children who were all gathered to celebrate 
the close of our 120th academic year with the 2005 commencement. There was much laughter, many hugs, and, yes, a few tears as we 
presented diplomas to this wonderful class.
 
The class of 2005 was a most remarkable group. We had 419 graduates�some with undergraduate degrees and others with gradu-
ate degrees. There were 370 women and 49 men. Of the total of 419, 286 were Caucasian and 118 were African-American. We had 
students from 46 Mississippi counties as well as students from Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia. We also had graduates from the United Kingdom, the Ukraine, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Rus-
sia and Albania. And, this may surprise you a bit, of the 419 graduates, 184 were of traditional-age and 235 were adult learners with 
some of the adult learners being graduate students as well as undergraduate students.

Joining our graduating class were four honored guests whose presence made this graduation an even more special experience. At the 
Mag Chain, MUW alumna and Mississippi Supreme Court Justice Kay Cobb spoke movingly. Justice Cobb exemplifies what an MUW 
education can do when combined with the focus and dedication that she has brought to her own life. Justice Cobb noted that the hap-
piest time of her life was spent on our campus, a sentiment that many of our alumni echo.
 
At both graduation ceremonies, MUW was honored to host and have Sen. Thad Cochran speak. His remarks reminded all of us that 
the key to success is to find the place you best belong and strive there to do all that you are capable of doing. He also fondly remem-
bered his aunt who attended MUW. While on campus, Sen. Cochran helped dedicate Thad and Rose Cochran Hall, formerly known 
as South Callaway, a new home for our Student Services offices and an important renovation of a building vacant for decades.
 
During commencement, we also honored two women of singular distinction with our highest honor, an MUW honorary doctorate. 
Nancy Yates and Eugenia Summer are two wonderful individuals who share an MUW undergraduate degree and a real love for this 
University. Both are tireless volunteers who care deeply about the future of MUW.
 
With graduation, we end one academic year and we begin a new year. As I mentioned in the last Visions, we accomplished much in 
2004-2005:  reorganization of our academic structure, increased enrollment, growing gift support and construction that is literally 
taking place all over our beautiful campus. The 2005-2006 academic year promises new opportunities, which we will use to build an 
even brighter future for our University.

 
I hope that in the coming year, you will 
personally invest in MUW. Invest your 
time in referring students, and bring 
them with you to our campus for a vis-
it. Invest your resources in MUW with 
gifts, because those gifts�whether 
large or small�keep us strong and al-
low us to do important things that we 
simply cannot do without such private 
support. Finally, invest your voice in 
passing along to others what you learn 
in this issue of Visions. 
 
My deepest thanks for all that you do. I 
look forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

 
Claudia A. Limbert, Ph. D.
(662) 329-7100
climbert@muw.eduMUW President Claudia A. Limbert, right, is pictured with alumna Nancy Yates and Senator 

Thad Cochran before commencement.
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Signs of Physical Revitalization 
Abundant at MUW

Apremier fitness and recreation center is part of more than 
$47 million in current construction projects taking place 
at Mississippi University for Women.

The Marie Charlotte Stark Recreation Center and Emma Ody 
Pohl Building will boast a gross square footage of 81,644 with an 
additional 5,813 square feet for the elevated walking track once 
completed in 18 months.

This facility will allow MUW to provide recreational and well-
ness services the same as universities five times it size, according 
to Nora Miller, vice president for finance and administration.

The ground level portion of the center will feature an indoor 
pool that will be used primarily for lap swimming and teaching, 
racquetball courts, cardio and weight equipment, day-use and 
rental lockers and a student gathering area equipped with a juice 
bar that serves healthy food and snacks.

An auxiliary gym, fitness studios, space for intramural meet-
ings and a conference room will be located upstairs.

The building also will contain nooks furnished with elliptical and 
treadmill machines for individuals seeking more private exercise use.

In addition, an outdoor leisure pool with a wet deck, lazy river 
and other fun activities will be the second phase of the project, 
which will require external funding.

Other construction projects include Thad and Rose Cochran 
Hall, which was dedicated in May.

Formerly known as South Callaway, the renovation project is 
part of the university�s 20-year Campus Master Plan and will be 
completed this summer. 

Originally built in 1908 to serve as a residence hall, Cochran 
Hall will house the Office of the Vice President for Student 
Services, Student Life, Career Services, Diversity Education and 
Programs, Community Service and several student offices and 
meeting spaces.

Work on Martin Hall, which will house the College of Nursing, 
is about 97 percent complete. 

Dr. Sheila Adams, interim dean of the College of Nursing 
and Speech Language Pathology, said they look forward to 
being in a building that will have smart classrooms and 
critical skill labs for students. In addition, there will be 
new hospital beds and three different patient simulators 
due to a grant.

�It�s going to be beautiful,� she said. �We are very excited.� 
Adams said the department expects to move into the building 

early fall.
The Fine Arts Building is in the initial phase of pre-con-

struction, which is about 77 percent complete, according to a 
recent construction update from Jason Lea, campus engineer. 
Renovations will follow, Lea stated, noting that work is progress-
ing as scheduled for this project. 

Miller said, �It is wonderful to see the evidence of our progress 
in the first phase of our master plan building projects. Signs of 
campus renewal and revitalization are everywhere.�

Other projects under way include the physical plant warehouse 
and the grounds and automotive buildings. Miller added funding 
has been received for the renovation of Poindexter. 

By Anika Mitchell Perkins 
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Journalist Woodward Guest 
of Honor at Welty Gala
By Joshua Hollis 

This year�s 
W e l t y 
G a l a 

will feature 
journalist Bob 
Woodward as 
guest of honor. 

Woodward is 
best known for 
report ing on 
the Watergate 
scandal with 
Carl Bernstein for The Washington 
Post. For their efforts, the Post 
received the Pulitzer Prize in 1973. 
The New York Times once said, �Bob 
Woodward is the most famous inves-
tigative reporter in America.� 

Woodward was recently thrust back 
into the spotlight when Mark Felt, 
the number two man in the FBI dur-
ing the Watergate scandal, revealed 
in a Vanity Fair article that he was 
the myster ious Deep Throat, the 
source who had provided Woodward 
and Bernstein with information for 
their articles. 

W. Scott Rawles, vice president 
for institutional advancement, said 
when picking an author for the Welty 
Gala, they try to find someone who�s 
authored a work that will be relevant 
and interesting to the students, faculty 
and community. 

Now that Woodward has been fea-
tured once again throughout the 
media, Rawles said he hopes that this 
year�s attendance of the Welty Gala 
will be just as high, if not higher, 
than last year�s, when the guest of 
honor was former New Jersey Sen. 
Bill Bradley. �We had record num-

bers last year,� said Rawles, and with 
Woodward about to release a new 
book about the Watergate scandal, he 
will prove to be a major draw. 

MUW President Claudia A. Limbert 
said, �MUW seeks to bring speakers 
like Mr. Woodward to our campus so 
as to provide us with a larger win-
dow to our world. I believe that his 
talk will be both insightful and very 
interesting and am very much looking 
forward to it.� 

Woodward has won nearly every 
American journalism award. He has 
co-authored or authored more num-
ber one national best-selling nonfic-
tion books than any contemporary 
American writer. 

Woodward was born March 26, 
1943, in Illinois. He graduated from 
Yale University in 1965 and served 
five years as a communications officer 
in the U.S. Navy before beginning his 
journalism career at the Montgomery 
County (Maryland) Sentinel, where he 
was a reporter for one year before join-
ing The Washington Post. 

The Welty Gala will take place on 
Sept. 29 in the Pope Banquet Room.

The Eudora Welty Wr iters� 
Symposium, normally coupled with 
the Welty Gala, will take place Oct. 
13-15. This year�s theme is �Playing 
on Air � Like a Signal or a Greeting�: 
Convergent Voices in Music and 
Southern Literature. The author line-
up includes Lee Smith, Beth-Ann 
Fennelly, Silas House, Ruth Moose, 
Inman Majors, Jennifer Davis, Claude 
Wilkinson, Tom Franklin, Gina 
Ochsner, Brad Vice, Rosemary Wells 
and Bebe Barefoot. 

Woodward

VISIONS •  summer 2005
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Coach Ken Carter, best known for locking out his undefeat-
ed California high school basketball team because of their 
grades, will speak at Mississippi University for Women on 

August 13 at 9 a.m. in Rent Auditorium, Whitfield Hall. 
The story of the lockout and its consequences, which were 

followed by an intense media interest because of Carter�s will-
ingness to put grades over games, was recently released as a 
major motion picture from Paramount Pictures and MTV Films 
starring Samuel L. Jackson. 

Dr. Suzanne Bean, director of the Roger F. Wicker Center for 
Creative Learning, said, �I saw the �Today� show interview with 
Coach Carter and felt that he has a powerful message about learn-
ing for all educators, parents and students.� 

In an interview with Carter, who is originally from McComb 
and credits that location with his success, he said his speech will 
focus on �accountability, having integrity in your life [and] becom-
ing a great follower before becoming a great leader��

Carter believes the film, which he said was 98 percent truth with the 
exception of name and location changes, has a positive effect because it 
has given him a platform to share his story. �Education is just as impor-
tant or more important than anything in our lives.� He said every par-
ent wants his or her child to be educated, respectful and successful. 

He added parents and children who watch the movie both will 
come away with something. �It�s phenomenal,� he said, noting 
emails received from around the world about the movie and how 
it has affected viewers� lives. 

Carter also offered his thoughts on some major issues fac-
ing basketball and sports in general. He didn�t feel there was a 
major problem revolving around high school basketball players 
who move straight to the NBA without a stopover in college. 
�There are very few to [actually] get drafted.� However, he 
noted some agents were misleading some of these athletes by 
making them believe they are the chosen one. He said it needs 
to work hand in hand where these high school athletes are 
required to take some college courses during the off season. 

Regarding the Indiana Pacers/Detroit Pistons game in which 
a fight broke out among players and spectators and how that 
could be seen as a breakdown in player discipline, Carter said 
�We just need to make our professional athletes more account-
able.� He added National Basketball Association commissioner 
David Stern sent a very clear message that this type of behavior 
wouldn�t be tolerated. 

Carter said the congressional hearings on steroid use in 
baseball were unnecessary. �I don�t feel that�s any place for 
Congress,� he said, adding that Congress had enough issues 
with which to be concerned. 

Bean said, �We are so excited about him coming to Columbus 
and we hope we can get a huge crowd to hear him.� 

If the attendees take anything away from his speech, Carter said 
it should be that �not all of us can become famous but all of us can 
become great because greatness is defined and always will be 
defined by the service we give to others.� 

Coach Ken Carter 
to Speak at MUW
By Joshua Hollis 

Ken Carter

www.muw.edu
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Mississippi University for Women awarded honorary 
doctorates to alumnae Nancy Fancher Yates of 
Philadelphia and Eugenia Summer of Columbus at its 

commencement exercises in May.
The honorary doctorate is the university�s highest honor. Each of 

the eight public universities in Mississippi are allowed to award two 
honorary doctorates a year, and the selections must be approved by 
the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning.

�Nancy Yates and Eugenia Summer are excellent role models. 
They epitomize MUW in the way that they have lived their lives, in 
the way that they have served others and in the way that they have 
advanced higher education,� said MUW President Claudia A. Limbert. 
�Both women are remarkable in every way, and providing remarkable 
graduates is what MUW does best.�  

Yates graduated from MUW in 1963 with a bachelor of science 
degree in elementary education. She taught for many years in 
the Pensacola, Fla., school system, the U.S. Army Schools in 
Germany and in the Philadelphia/Neshoba County schools.

She has been and continues to be active in her community. 
She has served as president of the Philadelphia Public School 
Board of Trustees, president of the Philadelphia-Neshoba 
County United Way, vice-president of the Philadelphia-Neshoba 
County Arts Council and on the Board of Directors of the Ohr-
O�Keefe Museum of Art. Yates presently serves as a member 
of the Philadelphia Rotary Club, a member of the MUW 
Foundation Board of Directors and a member of the Mississippi 
International Ballet Competition Board of Directors. She also 
is heavily involved in activities of the First United Methodist 
Church of Philadelphia where she has served in many roles 

including administrative board member, trustee and president 
of the United Methodist Women.

She is married to Bill Yates, president of The Yates Companies, 
Inc. They recently celebrated their 39th anniversary. Their son, 
William G. Yates III and daughter-in-law Tara have two children, 
Abby and Gully, and reside in Biloxi. Their daughter, Carolyn Y. 
Voyles, and son-in-law, Jason Voyles, reside in Jackson.

Summer graduated from Mississippi State College for Women (now 
MUW) in 1945 with a major in history and a minor in art. She later 
received a master�s degree from Columbia University in New York 
with an emphasis on painting. She also studied at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, the California College of Arts and Crafts, Seattle University 
and at the Penland School of Arts.

She began her teaching career at MUW in 1949. When MUW 
created new divisions in 1982, she was chosen to head the 
Division of Fine and Performing Arts. Under her direction, the 
visual art degrees became nationally accredited. Upon retirement, 
she was awarded the rank of emerita professor.

In 2002, MUW named its art gallery in the Fine Arts Building 
in Summer�s honor. She was awarded the MUW Medal of 
Excellence and was the recipient of the Lowndes County Alumni 
Chapter�s �Celebration of Service� award in 2003.

Her works of art have been shown in more than 60 juried national 
exhibitions throughout the United States, and she was awarded 
prizes in nine of these. Biographical entries about Professor Summer 
have been printed in Who�s Who of American Women (Vol. I), and 
in Who�s Who of American Art every year since 1953. She is a 
member of Phi Kappa Phi national honor society and is a life member 
of the College Art Association of America. 

Yates, Summer Awarded 
Honorary Doctorates
By Jill D. O’Bryant

Alumna Nancy Yates receives her honorary doctorate from MUW 
President Claudia A. Limbert.

A second honorary doctorate was awarded to Eugenia Summer, who 
also is an alumna.

VISIONS •  summer 2005



7www.muw.edu

Mississippi University for Women awarded the Medal 
of Excellence to five individuals as part of commence-
ment weekend.

Awarded since 1979, the Medal of Excellence is the university�s 
highest non-degree honor.

This year�s recipients were Dr. Barbara Garrett, Elizabeth 
Gwin, Bobby Harper, Dr. Bridget Pieschel and Rep. Jeff Smith.

MUW President Claudia A. Limbert said, �Every so often spe-
cial people enter others� lives and leave a trail of blessings behind 
them. This year�s five Medal of Excellence award winners have 
done exactly that for MUW. They are role models of excellence 
for us as an institution and for us as individuals.�

Garrett, professor emeritus of health and kinesiology, retired 
from MUW in 1991 where she taught for 24 years and served 
as tennis coach for 13 years. She has received numerous awards 
from MUW and is author of the book, �Nonverbal Interaction 
with Adult Clients: Strategies for Caregivers.� MUW recently 
announced the current tennis facility would be named after 
Garrett, who received her undergraduate degree from MUW 
in 1956. She earned both her master�s and doctorate from 
Mississippi State University and physical therapy certificate 
from Duke University.

A resident of Starkville, Gwin was honored by Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield as one of Mississippi�s Ageless Heroes. She 
won a regional vitality award for her efforts to help others 
in the Starkville community. Gwin serves as a Girl Scout 
leader and as a volunteer for Meals on Wheels, delivering 
food to people in need. She earned her degree from MUW in 

1930 and has served as the national president of the MUW 
Alumnae Association.

Harper serves as National Bank of Commerce�s regional bank 
president and chairman of the executive committee. He is president 
of Columbus Air Force Base�s Community Council and a board mem-
ber of the Frank Phillips YMCA, Columbus-Lowndes Development 
Link, Golden Triangle Regional Airport Authority, MUW Foundation, 
Baptist Memorial Hospital-Golden Triangle, Main Street Columbus, 
Inc., and Happy Christmas Fund. Harper also is a member of the 
Rotary Club and Town & Tower Club. He earned degrees from Delta 
State College and the Banking School of the South LSU.

Pieschel, former head of the Division of Humanities at MUW, 
has been an instructor of English since 1981. Pieschel also chairs 
the annual Eudora Welty Writers� Symposium. She and her 
husband, Steve, a retired MUW English instructor, co-authored 
�Loyal Daughters: A Centennial History of Mississippi University 
for Women.� A 1979 summa cum laude graduate of MUW, 
Pieschel received a master�s from MUW and doctorate from the 
University of Alabama.

Mississippi Rep. Jeff Smith represents North Lowndes County 
and is an attorney. He is chairman of the Judiciary B Committee 
and also serves on the Apportionment & Elections, Ethics, Fees 
& Salaries of Public Officers, Select Committee on Accessible & 
Affordable Medical Malpractice Insurance, Public Health & 
Human Services and Ways & Means committees. He served as 
Lowndes County prosecutor from 1980-1989. Rep. Smith has 
an undergraduate degree from MSU and a law degree from the 
University of Mississippi. 

MUW Awards Five Medals of Excellence
By Anika Mitchell Perkins

Garrett SmithGwin Harper Pieschel

MUW

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT MUW

www.muw.edu
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Last summer Amrita 
B a l a c h a n d r a n 
was one of 19 

Mississippi University 
for Women science and 
mathematic students who 
participated in a research 
or internship program 
across the nation.

This fall she will 
enter the University of 
Pittsburgh�s five-year 
doctoral program, where 
she will study molecular 
cell and developmen-
tal biology and earn a 
teaching minor.

�The quality of education and the mentoring offered 
by MUW faculty members has prepared me well to face 
the next step in my education,� Balachandran said.

Dr. Dorothy Kerzel, former head of the Division 
of Science and Mathematics, said getting under-
graduates involved in research continues to become 
more common. 

�It is a great way for students to experience what science 
is truly about and hopefully inspire them to continue on 
with their education and involvement in the discipline.�

The 10-week summer research project Balachandran 
worked on at Howard Hughes Medical Institute served 
as an inspiration.

�It was a great experience. I gained confidence in 
the laboratory setting, met other students with similar 
academic interests, and most of all, I figured out what 
I wanted to do for my graduate studies.�

By Anika Mitchell Perkins

VISIONS •  summer 20058

Summer Research 
Program Serves 
as Stepping-Stone 
for Recent Grad

Amrita Balachandran, a 
recent graduate of Mississippi 
University for Women, 
is pictured with Dr. Ross 
Whitwham, associate professor 
of biology, in one of the labs of 
renovated Parkinson Hall.
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While at the University of Pittsburgh, she studied a particular 
protein molecular chaperone found in Mycobacterium smegma-
tis, the non-pathogenic, fast-growing relative of Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis. The research involved the identification of the 
amino acid residues that distinguish the chaperone GroEL1 from 
its homologue, GroEL2. 

She explained since Mycobacterium smegmatis is a rela-
tive of Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the causative organism of 
Tuberculosis, the research on Mycobacterium smegmatis may 
reveal more information on alternative routes against the patho-
genic Mycobacterium tuberculosis.

The research is still under way, according to Balachandran, 
who will return to the project during graduate school.

Her ultimate career goal is to conduct research in the field of 
public health and teach at a university.

Kerzel said getting into a laboratory and experiencing how scien-
tists work is an important stepping-stone toward graduate work.

�Having research experience is a major asset for students applying 
to graduate and professional programs, as well as seeking employ-
ment after graduation,� she said. �Doing research is a great way 
to spend a summer�gaining invaluable experience, meeting new 
people, often living in a new place and receiving a stipend.�

In the summer of 2003, MUW had 15 majors to participate in 
summer research or internships. The number increased to 19 last 
summer. Kerzel is gathering the numbers for this summer, but 
noted four students are working on campus with two professors.

�Typically the undergraduates work closely with a faculty researcher 
and also perhaps graduate students while gaining experience with 
techniques and equipment that they may not see at MUW,� she said. 
�Another benefit is for our students to go out and be among students 
from other undergraduate programs and discover that they are very 
well-equipped and ready to be quite successful in a laboratory setting.�

MUW�s science and mathematics department made a name for itself 
in February at the Mississippi Academy of Sciences annual meeting in 
Oxford, where Balachandran was awarded the prize for best under-
graduate presentation within the Cell, Molecular and Developmental 
Biology division. Twenty students, seven who made presentations, and 
five faculty members, represented MUW.

Kerzel said, �I�ve noticed that our students are more confident 
when they return from a summer research program and have an 
increased level of interest in continuing on to graduate work. We 
also frequently receive follow-up letters from the program orga-
nizers encouraging us to send the more students from MUW, so 
our students are out there making good impressions.� 

9www.muw.eduwww.muw.edu
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After the success of last year�s Honors 
Learning Community, Mississippi 
University for Women will have 

another learning community this fall in an 
effort to build community among students 
and their professors and to integrate academic 
learning into students� social lives.

�It�s a unique opportunity for academically 
talented students who are looking for 
an environment where their interests 
in intellectual growth will not only be 
supported but it will be held up,� said Dr. 
Bucky Wesley, vice president for student 
services. �It provides an opportunity to live, 
work, study and push each other to provide 
a really exceptional academic experience.�

MUW�s learning community will consist 
of about 20 female freshmen. They will 
live in Callaway Hall and take four courses 
together--introduction to college life, 
English composition, history of civilization 
and honors forum.

The students will be required to attend 
weekly sessions during the semester-long 
program, which will be lead by two senior 

honors students, Deana Middleton and 
Carrie Pate, who will serve as mentors 
for the group.

Just as the group did last year, sometimes 
the students study together, attend on-
campus lectures or meet with the professors 
of the courses they take together.

�The goal is to integrate academic and 
residential life to ensure the academic 
success of these incoming students,� said 
Dr. Eric Daffron, professor of English and 
director of the Honors College.

Chris Holland, director of Community 
Living, is pleased MUW will offer a learning 
community this fall.

�Learning communities are benefits to 
both students and faculty members in that 
the students develop the capacity to care 
about the learning of their peers while 
becoming more intellectually mature and 
faculty acquire new scholarly interests and 
develop their teaching repertoire while 
involved in the community,� Holland said.

All students with a 24 and above ACT 
score were invited to submit applications. 

The strongest applications were selected, 
Daffron said.

Cindle Fontan, who participated in last fall�s 
learning community, said, �the study sessions, 
advanced classes, amazing professors and 
hand-picked mentors helped me adjust and 
grow in my freshman year of college.�

�I absorbed many new ideas thrown out 
there by our amazing mentors at our Thursday 
night study sessions,� the sophomore speech-
language pathology major said. �I carried 
those study session discussions and debates 
into my challenging classes. Just when I 
thought I had stretched my brain around the 
many different concepts that were presented 
everyday, one of my ridiculously insightful 
professors would present a new concept that 
none of us had ever really thought of before.�

In addition to being pleased with the 
academic experience, she said the sense of 
community with the other participants was 
the most important part of the experience 
for her. Even though the program is over, 
she said she �found friends in that program 
that will last me for a lifetime.� 

By Jill D. O’Bryant
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PREPARING FOR THE LONG BLUE LINE

The Mississippi Press Association bestowed some top honors on 
Mississippi University for Women�s campus newspaper, The Spectator, 
and its staff.

In the 2004-2005 Better Newspaper Contest, The Spectator received prizes in 
eight categories in the four-year colleges and universities division, including two 
first places. 

The Spectator staff was tops in the Best Editorial category, with commentary on 
the 9/11 commission�s investigation and on the gay marriage ban in Mississippi. 

Senior Lacey Williams netted the other first place plaque with her story about 
MUW�s first graduate in music therapy. 

�I�m very proud of everyone because we all worked so hard,� said Spectator Editor 
Brittany Harper. �It�s very nice to be rewarded for our endeavors.� 

Dr. Anne Balazs, interim dean of the College of Business, said, �The honors award-
ed to The Spectator staff by the Mississippi Press Association are well deserved. 
MUW has long [had] an award-winning publication, and I am glad the MPA has 
acknowledged it once again. It is especially sweet, given the size of our competition, 
and the fact that The Spectator has a small, but dedicated staff of writers and a new 
adviser, Gibbons Chair Margaret Mary Henry.�

In other wins, Jillian Danner placed third in the Best General News Story category 
with a story about thefts on campus and also received an Honorable Mention for her 
story about a trend of staying in college longer before graduation.

Lifestyles Editor Joshua Hollis placed second and third for Best Cartoon.  Former 
editor Nikki Ballard received second place in the Best General Interest Column 
category, and Online Editor Mark Huerkamp won third place in the Best Retail 
Advertisement category. The Spectator also nabbed honorable mentions for Best 
Front Page and General Excellence.

The prizes were awarded in Jackson March 31. The Spectator, now marking its 
centennial, fared better this year than in last year�s competition, in which the staff 
received two second place awards and one third place. 

 �I�m excited to see how much we�ve improved from last year,� said Harper. She 
said the staff would continue to improve the paper.

�The prizes are a much-deserved salute to the staff�s talent and dedication,� Henry 
said. �I am thrilled for them.� 

Spectator 
Wins Two 
First Places
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Dr. James R. Keller, professor of 
English at Mississippi University 
for Women, was the first recipient 

of the $5,000 Connie and Tom Kossen 
Faculty Excellence Award, which recognizes 
the role faculty members play as the heart of 
the institution.

�I am elated at receiving the Kossen 
Award and am very grateful to the Kossens 
for their generous contribution and to the 
faculty committee for selecting me. I have 
been working very hard on scholarships in the 
time that I have been at MUW, and it is nice to 
know that it has not gone unappreciated,� said 
Keller, who has taught at MUW since 1992.

Tom and Connie Kossen, a 1964 alumna of 
MUW, established the award last year. Criteria 
is based on three fundamentals: excellence 
in teaching, excellence in scholarly or artistic 
achievement and excellence in service, 
preferable both on campus and in communities 
throughout MUW�s service area.  

Jillian Danner, a recent chemistry 
graduate, described Keller as �highly 

intelligent,� �highly motivating� and 
�always entertaining.�

�There are just too many examples to 
recount how he has gone above and beyond 
the call of duty. I am grateful that I have 
been able to study under such a wonderful 
professor,� she added.

Dr. Bridget Pieschel, former head of the 
Division of Humanities, said, ��consistently 
he has had some of the strongest student 
course evaluations I�ve ever read. Completely 
educated in the popular culture of music, 
film and television, he can draw parallels 
between the classics of literature and the 
real lives of the students he teaches, and 
they appreciate how he makes literature 
come alive for them.�

Dr. Keller has published three books and 
written 37 papers on subjects ranging from 
Tennessee Williams to the Blair Witches. His 
work has been printed in various journals 
and conference publications.  He is a graduate 
of the University of South Florida.

William �Peppy� Biddy, director of theater 

at MUW, appreciates Keller�s support of 
productions. Not only does he help in 
building, painting and hauling scenery, but 
he also shares his talents in the community.  

�Dr. Keller has established himself 
as a noted scholar in multiple fields, 
including renaissance literature, African-
American literature, film and popular 
culture. His lectures are both enlightening 
and entertaining by way of a unique 
sense of humor�He has arranged and 
traveled with Honors� students to London 
for specialized courses.

Dr. Sam Gingerich, MUW�s provost 
and vice president for academic 
affairs, noted the selection process 
was difficult because of the quality of 
the individuals nominated.  

 �His commitment to his students, both 
in his classes and in the Honors College, 
and his capabilities as a scholar clearly set 
him apart. He clearly exemplifies the 
faculty members the Kossens have elected 
to recognize with this award.� 

Dr. Sam Gingerich, 
MUW provost and 

vice president for 
academic affairs, 

recognizes Dr. James 
R. Keller, professor of 

English, as the Connie 
and Tom Kossen 

Faculty Excellence 
Award recipient.
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Dr. Kendall Dunkelberg, professor 
of English at Mississippi 
University for Women, has been 

selected for a Fulbright Scholar grant for 
the 2005-2006 academic year.

He will teach two upper level courses, an 
overview of American poetry in the 20th 
century and an examination of writing 
by American women from the colonial 
period through the 20th century, at the 
Catholic University of Leuven and Lessius 
Hogeschool in Belgium.

�I am looking forward to returning to 
Belgium where I researched my dissertation 
and where I have often traveled to work on 
translating poems from Dutch,� Dunkelberg 
said. �I hope to have time to research new 
translation projects while I am there.�

A professor at MUW since 1994, he earned 
his master�s and doctorate degrees from the 
University of Texas at Austin and he holds a 
bachelor�s degree from the Knox College.

Dunkelberg applied for and received a 
yearlong sabbatical leave from MUW for 2005-
2006. He will prepare for the classes and work 
on his own poetry during the fall semester and 
then teach in Belgium in the spring semester.

�All of us in the Division of Humanities 
are very proud of Dr. Dunkelberg, but are 
not surprised by his selection as a Fulbright 
Scholar,� said Dr. Bridget Pieschel, former 
head of the Division of Humanities. �He 
is a wonderful poet, translator, scholar and 
teacher. Our only regret is that we won�t have 
him with us while he�s in Belgium.�

He is one of approximately 800 U.S. faculty 
and professionals who will travel abroad 
to some 140 countries for the 2005-2006 
academic year through the Fulbright Scholar 
Program. Established in 1946 under legislation 
introduced by the late Sen. J. William Fulbright 
of Arkansas, the program�s purpose is to build 
mutual understanding between the people of 
the United States and other countries.

�In my 11 years at MUW, I have always 
enjoyed interacting with students in and 
outside of class, so I am excited to use 
part of my sabbatical leave to teach in 
Belgium,� Dunkelberg said. �One aspect 
of the Fulbright program is cultural 
exchange, and I hope to learn a lot from 
my students there, while I will be able to 
tell them about my students at MUW. I 
also plan to share my experiences with the 

MUW community while I�m abroad and 
when I return.�

Recipients of Fulbright Scholar awards are 
selected on the basis of academic or professional 
achievement and because they have 
demonstrated extraordinary leadership 
potential in their fields. 

Dunkelberg Selected for Fulbright Program
By Jill D. O’Bryant

Roth Named MUW Faculty Member of the Year 
By Joshua Hollis

The Mississippi University for Women Alumnae Association and MUW Mortar Board Honor Society awarded Dr. James D. Roth, assistant 
professor of psychology, the title of Faculty Member of the Year for 2005 during the Mag Chain Ceremony. 

While Roth, who has taught at MUW for five years, was honored to receive the award, winning it wasn�t the most important thing. 
�I was happy just to be nominated. The other finalists (Dr. Brian Anderson, associate professor of political science, and Dr. Marty Harvill, associate 

professor of science and math) were definitely as deserving � if not more deserving � than I was�any of us could have won.� 
Patsy McDaniel, director of alumni relations, said of Roth�s achievement, �I think he was a wonderful choice. He is very well respected by his 

students and colleagues.� 
Both faculty and students were allowed to vote for Faculty Member of the Year, something that Roth admires. Many schools, said Roth, allow 

either faculty or students to vote, but not both. 
One of the most gratifying things to Roth is �the fact that I was nominated by my colleagues [as well as] the students I teach.� 
�I was really happy�thrilled that I was recognized.� 
Roth is the 23rd MUW faculty member to receive the title of Faculty Member of the Year. 

Dunkelberg
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While Sen. Thad Cochran was on the Mississippi University for Women campus 

in May to give the 2005 commencement address, the university dedicated Thad 

and Rose Cochran Hall, formerly known as South Callaway.

By Jill D. O’Bryant

Cochran Hall Dedicated; 
Southern Women’s Institute 

to Open in Fall

Cochran Hall Dedicated; 
Southern Women’s Institute 

to Open in Fall 
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Sen. Thad Cochran spoke at both 
MUW graduation ceremonies with 

the dedication of Thad and Rose 
Cochran Hall in between.
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The $4.7 million renovation project, which is part of 
the university�s 20-year Campus Master Plan, received 
notice to proceed in August 2003 and will be completed 
this summer. It is one of 23 buildings on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Originally built in 1908 to serve as a residence 
hall, Cochran Hall will house the Office of the 
Vice President for Student Services, Student Life, 
Career Services, Diversity Education and Programs, 
Community Service and several student offices and 
meeting spaces.

During the dedication service, Cochran thanked the 
university for the special recognition and commented 
on how much it meant to him that the building also 
bears his wife�s name.

�We are in such good company with Eudora Welty 
right across the street,� he said during the ceremony. 
�(Rose) loved literature. She loved reading everything. She 
especially appreciated the genius of Eudora Welty. To have 
this building bear her name across the street from Eudora 
Welty (Hall) is a special treat.�

Dr. Claudia A. Limbert, president, was pleased to have 
Sen. Cochran on campus for this special occasion.

�Sen. Cochran honored us with both his words 
and his presence,� Limbert said. �He is more than a 
supporter of MUW, he is a cherished friend and now-
-with a building on our campus carrying the name of 
him and his dear wife--we feel that he is a member of 
the extended MUW Family.�

Cochran spoke at both commencement ceremonies 
with the dedication of Cochran Hall in between. 
In his remarks at commencement, he encouraged 
the graduates to pick an area they show the highest 
aptitude and then give it their best and to get involved 
in politics in some way.

He also spoke highly of MUW, which he said he 
came to know through his great aunt, Alma Berry 
Birdsong, class of 1910. Through her, he said, he 
developed �an appreciation for the contributions that 
this college has made to a lot of Mississippians and to 
this region of our great country.�

�This college is steeped in campus traditions 
and fresh with new life for a changing world,� he 
continued.

A member of the United States Senate since 1978, 
Cochran has been a proponent of quality education and 

a strong supporter of MUW. Through his assistance, 
MUW has received more than $1.7 million in 
congressionally-directed grants for campus emergency 
equipment, Plymouth Bluff Center programming and 
the creation of the Southern Women�s Institute.

�MUW has been supported in our efforts by the 
senator and his wonderful staff,� Limbert said. �His 
advice and guidance has opened doors and produced 
grants which simply would not have been available 
to us otherwise. Our Washington team, including 
Senators Cochran and Lott, and Representative 
Wicker, and our own MUW staff have proved to be 
very effective partners.�

The Southern Women�s Institute, which will be 
housed in Orr Chapel, will serve as a multi-disciplinary 
center for the study of southern women in both 
traditional and non-traditional roles.

Dr. Bridget Pieschel, professor of English, will serve 
as the Institute�s resident scholar. A faculty member at 
MUW since 1981, she graduated from MUW in 1979 
and holds a doctorate from the University of Alabama. 
She co-authored �Loyal Daughters, One Hundred Years 
at Mississippi University for Women, 1884-1984.�

�I am so pleased and excited to be a part of the 
new Southern Women�s Institute,� Pieschel said. �Its 
mission is perfect for highlighting MUW�s active 
presence and influential past. Dr. Limbert has carried 
our message to Washington and shown them how 
important it is to support research and activities 
which enhance women�s leadership potential. Not only 
our campus but the nation will eventually benefit from 
this investment in MUW.�

The goals of the Institute are to serve as a gathering 
place for learning and research, to promote research 
on women in areas of leadership, health, art and 
business and to become a repository for southern 
women�s and MUW�s history.

In addition, the project will provide many programs 
and services to the university, community and 
southern region over an 18-month period. These 
include a guest lecture series, women�s leadership 
conference and retreat, writer-in-residence symposium 
and the Eudora Welty Weekend, MUW faculty and 
student fellows program, networking dinners, Golden 
Girls oral history project and community seminar 
series. 

“His advice and guidance has opened doors and 

produced grants which simply would not have been 

available to us otherwise.”

-Claudia A. Limbert
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Dr. Sue Coates, former head of the 
Division of Fine and Performing 

Arts, also was honored with a 
retirement party. Coates, who is 
pictured with her husband Russ, 

joined MUW in 1991.

S N A P S H O T S
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A retirement reception was held 
in honor of Dr. Jo Spearman, 
former head of the Division 
of Health and Kinesiology. 
Spearman’s service to MUW is 
more than 30 years.

Frances Jutman ’48, Olivia Kesler and Lori Kesler ’85 share a 
moment during the Celebration of Service reception held in Jutman’s 
honor at Homecoming.

Sylvia Frieze ’80, vice president of the Lowndes County Alumni 
Chapter, presents a clock to Jutman, who serves as treasurer for the 
local chapter. 

Artist Dana Sisson Mosby ‘79 poses in front of her work, which was 
on display at the Rosenzweig Arts Center in downtown Columbus. 

She was the featured artist for Homecoming. 

Say cheese! Betty Hopper Hardy takes a photo of 
longtime friends and classmates Ann Chandler Hurst, 
Frances Ann Baggett Dornbusch, Emily Peel and 
Carolyn Williams Hull, all class of 1955.

MUW’s newest Golden Girls pose for a group photo after the luncheon held in their honor. More than 
60 members of the class of 1955 attended the event.

Frenchie Gulledge Fortenberry ’65 
is all smiles prior to the Long Blue 
Line March. This was her first trip 
back to campus since her son Wyn 
graduated in 1998.


