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About Dr. Carol Strip Whitney 
             Carol Strip Whitney, PhD is a gifted education specialist for the Olentangy Schools in 
Lewis Center, Ohio and adjunct professor at Ohio State University.  She has written two award-
winning books entitled Helping Gifted Children Soar and A Love for Learning: Motivation and 
the Gifted Child.  Carol has initiated gifted programs in two districts in Ohio and established the 
first highly gifted Magnet Program in the state.  She completed her PhD at the Ohio State in the 
area of curriculum for highly gifted adolescents and has taught gifted children for over 25 years. 
             Carol has been published in Roeper Review, Instructor Magazine, Gifted Child Today and was 
highlighted in a parent article in Better Homes and Gardens.  She made an educational film with a 
pediatrician as they taught a group of children together and she was the lead teacher in the first 
film ever made in gifted education for the state of Ohio entitled The Gift. Carol received the 
Ashland Achievement Award and OAGC named her ‘Educator of the Year’ in 1994. 
             In 2007, Carol was given five outstanding awards as a summation of her accomplish-
ments.  She was named ‘Best Teacher of Mathematics’ by the Council for Mathematics in Ohio.  
She was given the first Personal Finance Literacy Award for Ohio by the Ohio state treasurer, Richard Cordray.  Dr. Whit-
ney was selected Teacher of the Year by her peers for her local school district, at the same time that her second book was 
awarded the Media Award for Arizona.  Finally, she was named ‘Teacher of the Year’ by the Ohio Association for Gifted 
Children at their 2007 fall state conference. 

             We are pleased to announce our keynote speaker for the 2008 MAGC conference. Dr. Carol 
Strip Whitney is the author of Helping Gifted Children Soar and A Love for Learning: Motivation and 
the Gifted Child.  She is excited about visiting Mississippi and is looking forward to learning about 
gifted education in our state, as well as, sharing her expertise from her many years of experience.   

“The MAGiC of Motivation” is our theme for 2008. Your board is motivated to make this con-
ference better than ever.  We’ve planned some changes we think you’ll enjoy, and we encourage you to 
volunteer in some capacity to make the conference more meaningful for all.  Mark your calendars for 
Sept. 18 and 19 since our conference is a week earlier than usual. You’ll need to start your registration process early.  
             Our Pre-Conference Institute is Wed., Sept. 17 from 9:00-4:00.  There will be 2 sessions, one for counselors and one 
for psychometrists.  Teresa Mosley is chairman for the Institute.  Please encourage the professionals in your district to attend. 

Since many of you arrive Wednesday evening, we are hosting a reception on Wed., Sept. 17 from 5:00-6:00 for our 
Pre-Conference Institute guests and MAGC members and parents.  A special invitation is extended to new members of 
MAGC.  We want to meet you! On Thursday evening we will host our Beach House Reception.  It will be a fun time to catch 
up with MAGC friends and meet new ones.  Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served, and we’ll have entertainment provided by 
MAGC members.  Plan to come to our Beach House Party! 

Because of our spacious accommodations at Pearl River Resort, we can offer ten concurrent sessions each time slot, 
so there will be plenty of opportunities to hear your favorite speakers in comfortable surroundings.  If you have been waiting 
to present, this is the year to fill out the “Conference Proposal” form found on page ten of this issue of Concepts. Main pre-
senters receive free conference registration. Also, instead of collecting piles of handouts, we plan to make a conference CD 
of all handouts for each attendee.   

On Friday morning Pearl River Resort is treating us to a continental breakfast during our Business Meeting, and like 
last year we’ll have drawings for door prizes. Finally, our last event on Friday will be “Imagination Stations.” The format will 
be different from our usual Creativity Night.  “Imagination Stations” will be an opportunity for teachers to share ideas in 
mini-sessions.  We are looking for 12-15 presenters to showcase their students’ projects and ideas.   Everyone can move at 
their own pace, and presenters can interact with their participants. 

Plan now to join us for the 2008 Conference at Pearl River Resort in Choctaw.  We promise it will be exciting and 
informative! 

The MAGiC of  Motivation! 
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From the MAGC President 
 
Greetings! 
             I hope all of you have had a successful school year, 
thus far. In this area of the state, we only have about 12 
weeks of school remaining.  The year has flown by!   
             It is the time of the year that we start thinking about 
the MAGC conference to be held in September at the Pearl 
River Resort in Choctaw, MS.  Joyce Youngblood, Vice-
President/Conference Chairman, has done a FABULOUS 
job of planning a conference that will have a new format 
with exciting, informative sessions.  
             I’m excited to announce the 2nd Annual MAGC 
Counselor/Psychometrist Pre-Conference Assessment Insti-
tute.  The Institute will be held on Wednesday Sept. 17 from 
8:30 – 4:00 at the Pearl River Resort.  Dr. Cecil Reynolds 
(author of the Reynolds Intellectual Assessment Scales) will 
speak to the psychometrists and counselors.  I will be send-
ing out a flyer to every school district advertising the insti-
tute.  Remember that the Gifted Education Programming 
Standards require that counselors and psychometrists receive 
training in gifted education. This is a good way to receive 
training that you can document for consideration when your 
district is monitored by MDE.  
             Sherry Willis, our 2009 Conference Chairman, is al-
ready working on the 2009 conference.  I would like for each 
of you to know that when you attend the MAGC confer-
ence, you are receiving premium information at a bargain 
price!  I am presenting a session at the Georgia Association 

for Gifted Children conference in Atlanta in March.  I had to 
join the association and then pay $200 as a presenter!  
             Our organization will be represented at the Missis-
sippi Professional Educators conference in April per invita-
tion by that organization.  We are grateful for this opportu-
nity to “showcase” our organization and the services we pro-
vide to teachers, parents, and students in the state of Missis-
sippi.   
             As each of you encourage parents to form affiliate 
groups, please know that MAGC board members are pre-
pared to coordinate training in areas of identified need and/
or interest.  Please feel free to contact Deborah Holt, Affili-
ate Chairperson, or myself to schedule a speaker for your 
parent/teacher meeting.  Utilize the available services that 
can be accommodated through the MAGC board.  
             I am very excited to have made contact with several 
parents that are interested in serving in leadership positions 
in MAGC.  If you know parents in your area that would be 
interested in serving in MAGC, please let me know. This 
year I have been provided with opportunities to provide 
training for counselors and psychometrists in the area of 
characteristics of gifted children and social-emotional issues 
of gifted children.  If your district needs training in these ar-
eas, please feel free to contact me to schedule training. 
             Thank you for all you do for the gifted children in 
Mississippi.  You are appreciated more than you know! 

Blessings, 
Teresa Mosley, M.Ed. 

Trmosley1@yahoo.com  

Ways You Can Volunteer to Help With the 2008 Conference! 
a.   Work at Registration  

b.   Bring student work displays 

c.   Help plan Family Night 

d.   Provide decorations for the Beach House Reception and the Opening Reception 

e.   Share your musical talent at the Beach House Reception 

f.   Plan a mini-session for the “Imagination Station” 

g. Donate door prizes 

Contact:  Joyce Youngblood, Conference Chair to volunteer 

                 Jly1272@aol.com or 228-860-8061 

The Institute for Educational Advancement (IEA) is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting our nation's most talented young people to identify and develop 
their fullest potential. IEA focuses its attention on creating and supporting educational 
practices and policies that are student-centered and that promote academic rigor, high 
standards, excellence in the arts and educational innovation. Feature programs presented 
by IEA include the Caroline D. Bradley Scholarship, the Yunasa Summer Camp for the 
Gifted, and the Apprenticeship program. We also offer a FREE gifted resource center 
(GRC), located on our website. For more information on any of these programs, or to ac-
cess the GRC, visit the IEA web site  at  
www.educationaladvancement.org. 
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No Mars Rock Unturned 
by Patrick L. Barry 
 
             Imagine someday taking a driving tour of the surface 
of Mars. You trail-blaze across a dusty valley floor, looking in 
amazement at the rocky, orange-brown hillsides and moun-
tains all around. With each passing meter, you spy bizarre-
looking rocks that no human has ever seen, and may never 
see again. Are they meteorites or bits of Martian crust? They 
beg to be photographed. 
             But on this tour, you can't whip out your camera and 
take on-the-spot close-ups of an especially interesting-looking 
rock. You have to wait for orders from headquarters back on 
Earth, and those orders won't arrive until tomorrow. By then, 
you probably will have passed the rock by. How frustrating! 
             That's essentially the predicament of the Spirit and 
Opportunity rovers, which are currently in their fourth year 
of exploring Mars. Mission scientists must wait overnight for 
the day's data to download from the rovers, and the rovers 
can't take high-res pictures of interesting rocks without ex-
plicit instructions to do so. 
             However, artificial intelligence software developed at 
JPL could soon turn the rovers into more-autonomous shut-
terbugs. 
             This software, called Autonomous Exploration for 
Gathering Increased Science (AEGIS), would search for in-
teresting or unusual rocks using the rovers' low-resolution, 
black-and-white navigational cameras. Then, without waiting 
for instructions from Earth, AEGIS could direct the rovers' 
high-resolution cameras, spectrometers, and thermal imagers 
to gather data about the rocks of interest. 
             "Using AEGIS, the rovers could get science data that 
they would otherwise miss," says Rebecca Casta–o, leader of 
the AEGIS project at JPL. The software builds on artificial 
intelligence technologies pioneered by NASA's Earth Observ-

ing-1 satellite (EO-1), one of a series of technology-
tested satellites developed by NASA's New Millen-
nium Program. 
             AEGIS identifies a rock as being interesting in 
one of two ways. Mission scientists can program AE-
GIS to look for rocks with certain traits, such as 

smoothness or roughness, bright or dark surfaces, or shapes 
that are rounded or flat. 
             In addition, AEGIS can single out rocks simply be-
cause they look unusual, which often means the rocks could 
tell scientists something new about Mars's present and past. 
             The software has been thoroughly tested, Casta–o 
says, and now it must be integrated and tested with other 
flight software, then uploaded to the rovers on Mars. Once 
installed, she hopes, Spirit and Opportunity will leave no 
good Mars rock unturned. 
             Check out other ways that the Mars Rovers have 
been upgraded with artificial intelligence software at nmp/
TECHNOLOGY/infusion.html#sciencecraft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are these rocks of any scientific Interest? With the new AEGIS soft-
ware, the Mars Rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, will be able to judge for 
themselves whether a scene is worth a high-resolution image. (Artist's 
rendering.) 
This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California 
Institute of Technology, under a contract with the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration. 

New on the Space Place Web Site…. 
Challenge Yourself with Weather Slyders 
The Dust Bowl. Hot, loopy solar gases. Killer Katrina. Combining dramatic images of Earth and space weather with the 
challenge of an old-fashioned slider puzzle, the new "Slyder" game on the SciJinks Weather Laboratory website will capture 
the attention of any middle-schooler--and maybe even their parents and teachers. Players pick from a rich variety of cap-
tioned images, including photos from the ground, photos from space, and artist's renderings. After picking a difficulty level 
(3x3, 4x4, 5x5 grids), the player slides the scrambled tiles around to make a whole picture again. Go to http://scijinks.gov/
weather/fun/slyder to become the newest Slyder buff! 
Is Time Travel Possible? 
Every science fiction fan has pondered the weird implications of time travel. Can you travel into the future and find out the 
winning Super Lotto number--then come back and buy a ticket? Would doing so be cheating the laws of physics (to say 
nothing of ethics)? Astrophysicist Marc Rayman toys with such ideas in 
this Space Place Musings Pod cast. Go to http://spaceplace.jpl.nasa.gov/
en/educators/podcast/ to subscribe to these Pod casts. Or listen now to 
this and the previous Pod casts on your computer or read the transcripts. 
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The Bookshelf 
By: Harriet Whitehouse 
 

First Light by Rebecca Stead  
 
             Among new and notewor-
thy books, First Light stands out 

as a novel for young people that is incredibly relevant to the 
world in which they are growing up.  Issues of personal iden-
tity, leadership, family relations, and undaunted courage hit 
close to home, while, within a much vaster arena, global 
warming, stewardship of our planet, prejudice, and tolerance 
are also addressed. 
             Two young people in two dramatically different cul-
tures find their lives unexpectedly interwoven.  Peter, the son 
of two scientists living in New York City, joins his parents 
on a trip to the ice sheets of Greenland to study the effects 
of global warming.  Thea lives under the ice sheets in 
Greenland in Gracehope, a culture developed over several 
centuries.  Her people, possessed of paranormal abilities, 
were refugees from England possibly four hundred years ear-
lier, escaping persecution for what seemed witchcraft by es-
tablishing a civilization deep under the ice.  Thea has never 
seen the sun, believing that there is no way to attain the sur-
face.  The novel alternates between Thea’s story and Peter’s 
story until they meet.  We find Thea on the cusp of young 
womanhood, challenging the Establishment of her culture by 
drawing attention to its overcrowded, crumbling infrastruc-
ture.  She is determined to find a way to the surface and suc-
ceeds in so doing through a series of mysterious hints and 
maps and subtle help from those elders in her culture who 
support her challenge to the Establishment.   
             Meanwhile, Peter is discovering some anomalies 
about himself.  He begins to have terrible headaches which 
seem to accompany visions, or possibly a clarity of vision, 
that he cannot explain.  Shortly after his arrival in Greenland, 
Peter surfaces from one of his headaches and visionary ex-
periences with a compulsion to venture away from the 
Greenland base camp into the howling white wilderness of 
the ice fields.  During his expedition, he finds inexplicably 

imbedded in the ice of a glacier a red jeweled ring.  Follow-
ing this discovery, he encounters a young girl clothed in furs 
and garments from another age of history.  He has met Thea 
just as she has emerged from her civilization’s secret passage 
to the surface, whose portal Peter has discovered, marked by 
the red gem.  To reveal more about their encounter would 
be to violate the mysteries of First Light for the reader.  
The book is indeed a mystery story, with many threads coil-
ing around each other.  The red gem, Peter’s headaches and 
visions, Thea’s challenge to the Establishment, Peter’s fa-
ther’s research, Peter’s mother’s role, are all interwoven.  The 
layers unfold as one reads this remarkable, rapid-action tale.  
The reader quickly realizes that Thea’s civilization is in dan-
ger of destruction because of global warming as her people’s 
ice city is sliding into the Arctic Ocean.  One also realizes 
that Peter’s and Thea’s lives were already linked before they 
ever met. 
             There are additional joys in First Light. The author 
treats us to absolutely lyrically beautiful descriptions of the 
light and purity of the ice sheets and glaciers.  Further, dogs 
are critical to Thea’s world.  Every person has his or her es-
pecially selected canine companion with whom they bond 
for life.  The book contains several lovely segments about 
dog-rearing and care which dog lovers will consume joyfully. 
             First Light is a thoroughly satisfying, thought-
provoking novel.  Young people are required to think of the 
consequences of global warming.  Further, the wonder of 
living beneath the ice in a secret city allows for the imagina-
tion to run rampantly and joyfully.  The title itself, First 
Light, is literally awash in multiple meanings for the discern-
ing reader:  The first light of dawn, the first light of a hitherto 
unseen sun, the first light of reconciliation between cultures, 
the first light of young adulthood.   I would select this book 
for the young person in the middle school years who has a 
concern about our planet’s health and a well-developed so-
cial consciousness about the plight of marginalized human 
beings.  First Light is a grand, robust, sensitive, and scien-
tifically fascinating book, a wonderful new addition to the 
array of books for youth.                 

Student Bookshelf 
By: Courtney H. 
 

Emako Blue by Brenda 
Woods 
 
              Emako Blue is an excel-
lent book. I’ve read a lot of good 

books but I have never read anything like this book before. 
Emako Blue is so realistic because it talks about a lot of the 
stuff that’s happening today and the conditions that a lot of 
people are in. The setting of Emako Blue is in the city 
around this current time. Emako Blue is an African- Ameri-
can girl that is an only child and lives with her mom.  Emako 

is a smart girl and she can sing really well. 
I don’t have a specific favorite part of the book be-

cause the whole book is great. If I just have to pick one, it 
would be the part when Emako got shot. The author actually 
makes you feel how the characters feel. If they feel sad, you 
feel sad. If they hate somebody, you hate them too. It is like 
when someone shouts at the screen in the movie theater.  
Every now and then you will probably yell at the book say-
ing, “That’s right girl!” or “Oh my goodness!” or “Oh no! 
He didn’t!” Trust me, if you want a book that you can read 
from cover to cover because it’s that good. Emako Blue is 
the perfect book. 

Courtney H. is a 7th grader in the Venture gifted 
program at Brandon Middle School 
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Calling All Student Writers!Calling All Student Writers!Calling All Student Writers!Calling All Student Writers!    
Concepts! is looking for gifted students in Mississippi who are in-
terested in writing book reviews to accompany our regular Book-

shelf article. If you know a student who is an avid reader and 
an aspiring writer, contact Lisa Saucier, Concepts! editor at 

lsaucier@jackson.k12.ms.us for more information. 

             On January 30, 2008 Open Doors gifted classes from Jackson’s Isable Elementary led their school in hosting a group 
of youth from Nicaragua.  The “Links Chapter”, a sponsor of the school, arranged the visit.  The group from Nicaragua was 
touring the United States from January 19, 2008-February 14, 2008 starting with a stay in Washington DC.   
             The students at Isable made the youth feel at home by greeting them in their native language, and decorating the 
hallways with American board games, sports, and curriculum objectives.  The Isable Inspirational Cubbettes danced for the 
guests, the 3rd grade class performed a “Step Show”, the 1st grade class sang their ABC’s in Spanish, while the music class 
sang a Spanish version of  “Are you Sleeping”.  Students from Jim Hill High School in Jackson served as escorts.  Lunch was 
served giving them a taste of down home southern style catfish, macaroni and cheese, peach cobbler, and collard greens. 

The Open Doors students shared memories by creating a paper quilt for the group to take home to Nicaragua.  In 
creating the quilt everyone artistically expressed their heritage.  “It was a fun day, I learned how to say a lot of Spanish 
words”, said Tavarrius K. a 4th grader, as he handed a Thank You card to the group.  The visitors shared the rest of the day 
with Jim Hill High School Spanish students. 

Jackson Students Host Guest from Nicaragua 

             NAGC aligned its aims and philosophies with those of the Council for Exceptional Children and the NCATE ac-
creditation process for initial competencies in gifted education during a three year incentive, culminating in spring and fall of 
2007. A small group of the association board officers were prepared as team leaders earlier in 2007, and an additional group 
often professors were selected as review members in October. University programs leading to initial certification in gifted 
education can now select either CEC/TAG or NAGC reviewers to implement their SPA review. The organizations crafted 
the program standards together and their boards ratified the joint articulation. 
             Dr. Read M. Diket of William Carey University in Mississippi was among those selected as an NAGC program re-
viewer. She joined professors selected from around the country in this historic move to reach consensus on the larger aims of 
the field. NAGC expects to examine a number of higher education programs during the coming year. 

Dr. Read Diket Selected as NAGC Reviewer 

             Concepts! is changing format. Beginning with our next issue we will switch from a traditional print format, to a digi-
tal format. That means that, starting with the summer, 2008 issue, Concepts! will be delivered to MAGC members via e-mail. 
It will also continue to be available on the MAGC web site at http://www.muw.edu/magc/index.htm. These changes will 
help in getting issues out more promptly. It will also lessen the environmental impact of printing a paper newsletter and cut 
back on printing expenses.   
             To make this plan work, we need to hear from our membership. Please contact Lisa Saucier, Concepts! Editor at 
lsaucier@jackson.k12.ms.us and give your preferred e-mail address. Members may have copies delivered to multiple e-mail 
addresses if they wish. Title your message “E-mail for Concepts”. Please send in e-mail addresses by May 30, 2008. 
             Paper copies of Concepts! will still be available for MAGC members who do not have e-mail access.  If you need 
this service, please contact us no later than May 30, 2008. You can mail your request to  Lisa Saucier, Concepts! 144 W. Main 
Street, Florence, MS 39073. You may also call (601)891-8054. 
             We welcome your feedback. If you have questions, comments or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Con-
tact information for all board members can be found on the back of this issue. 

Concepts! Is Going Digital 
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Harrison County Students Honor Soldiers 
              The students in Ms. Triggs’ Journey classes at West Wortham Elementary com-
pleted a community service project centered on our troops who were overseas for the 
holidays. With the help of parents, the students collected a variety of things like card 
games, books, DVDs, etc. The students also created Christmas cards to be distributed 
among the troops.  The boxes were shipped in early December. A bulletin board in the 
classroom displays letters of appreciation and newspaper articles that have been mailed 
to the students. Thanks to everyone who participated to make the project successful 
and give special thanks to the West Wortham PTA for their support and assistance.  

             Gifted students at North Jackson Elementary in Jackson recently 
held a Kids for Wish Kids® fundraiser where $800 was raised by the students for 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Mississippi. The money raised by these 
students, along with schools throughout the state, will help to grant the 
wishes of Mississippi children with life threatening medical conditions. 
             Last year the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Mississippi made wishes 
come true for 76 children in our state. Since the Mississippi chapter began in 
1984, the local chapter had granted over a thousand wishes for children with 
life-threatening medical conditions in Mississippi.  
             Anyone interested in learning more about the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion or becoming involved as a volunteer should contact the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation office at (601) 366-9474/ (800) 819-4072 or info@ms.wish.org. 

Do you know Mississippi gifted students and teachers that have won honors? We’d like to recognize them in Concepts! Just 
send info and pictures to Lisa Saucier at lsaucier@jackson.k12.ms.us or 1120 Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS 39202.  

Wendy Hunt Named Desoto County Teacher of  the Year 
             Wendy Hunt, who teaches in the Spotlight program at Horn Lake Intermediate School and serves as a MAGC board 
member, was recently named the Teacher of the Year for Desoto County. Hunt has been teaching for ten years. She is a Na-
tional Board Certified teacher and received her bachelor's degree cum laude from MUW in 1997. She received her master's 
degree in gifted studies from the MUW in 2000. 
             Hunt was selected by fellow teachers as the Teacher of the year for her school and then went on to win in her dis-
trict. DeSoto County Schools has more than 1,900 licensed staff and 34 schools. Her application will now go on to the state 
level of competition.  

Harrison Central Student Awarded Scholarship 

North Jackson Students Make Wishes Come True 

             Kenneth Griswold was one of thirteen Tupelo educators honored as Teachers of Distinction in September by the 
CREATE Foundation. Funded by a variety of endowments, CREATE gives the awards annually to recognize, reward and 
support exceptional teachers and assistant teachers in the Tupelo Public School District. A teacher at Lawndale Elementary, 
Kenneth received a check for $1,000.  

Reprinted from MPE Journal, Fall/Winter, 2007 

Tupelo Teacher Honored as Teacher of  Distinction 

             Zachary James K., a senior at Harrison Central High School in Gulfport, has recently been awarded the Presidential 
Scholarship worth $96,000 from University of Tulane in New Orleans, Louisiana. Zachary is a seven-year veteran of Harri-
son County School District's gifted program and has just completed his final gifted course, AP/Gifted English IV. He will 
graduate with honors in May, after which he plans to major in marketing/human resource management/advertising at one of 
several universities he is considering attending.  
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(Deadline:  April 15, 2008) 

 
 
Nominee’s Name:   ____________________________________________________________ 
(Prior MAGC scholarship recipients are not eligible to receive this award) 
 
Address:       _________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominating Teacher:   _________________________ School:  _________________________ 
 
School Address:      ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade:   _____     Age:  _____     Program Choice:____________________________________ 
                                                    (Must be a Mississippi program) 
 
Signature of  Nominee:   ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
To the Nominating Teacher: 
 
Please include the following information with this nomination form: 
1.        A narrative describing student’s special interests, school and community involvement,  hon-
ors, and your reasons for nominating this student; indicate a financial need  
2.        A copy of  the student’s G.P.P.D.S. verifying eligibility; and 
3.        A narrative from the student stating his/her areas of  interest and choice of  program if  
          awarded the scholarship. 
4.        Additional letters of  support may be included. 
 
 

Please mail completed nomination form and other required attachments to: 
 

Sherry Willis 
1013 John Allen Drive  
Baldwyn, MS 38824  

 
Thank you for taking advantage of  this opportunity for your students. 

 

Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 
Summer Gifted Studies Program Scholarship Nomination Form 
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The MAGC Executive Board will award two grants this year of up to $300 for course study.  One grant will be presented to 
an experienced teacher or administrator with gifted certification to pursue additional training in gifted education.  The other 
will be awarded to an experienced regular classroom teacher to pursue gifted certification. The grants will be forwarded to 
the recipient upon verification of course completion and are limited to actual cost of the course, up to $300.  Additionally, 
the Gail P. Hammond Teacher Scholarship, carrying an award of $500, will be awarded to an exceptional regular classroom 
teacher currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a course of study leading to certification in gifted education. Previous 
grant/scholarship recipients are not eligible for these awards, and recipients may receive only one scholarship/grant from 
MAGC. Recipients are expected to attend the annual state conference in the fall of the year in which the grants/scholarships 
are awarded. 
 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:  (Please check all grants/scholarships for which you are eligible)  
              GRANT FOR TEACHER/ADMINISTRATOR WITH GIFTED CERTIFICATION 
             Applicants must: 

1.   Be an active MAGC Member or submit $25 membership fee upon application. 
              2.   Have at least two years of teaching experience in the area of gifted education, 
              3.   Be currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a course/workshop for advanced study of gifted education, & 
              4.   Have a history of attendance at conferences and/or workshops that pertain to gifted education. 
 

              GRANT FOR TEACHER TO PURSUE GIFTED CERTIFICATION 
             Applicants must: 

1.   Be an active MAGC Member or submit $25 membership fee upon application. 
2.   Have at least two years of teaching experience in the regular classroom, and 

              3.   Be currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a course of study for certification in gifted education. 
 

             GAIL P. HAMMOND TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP 
             Applicants must: 

1.   Be an active MAGC Member or submit $25 membership fee upon application. 
2.   Have at least two years of teaching experience in the regular classroom, and 

              3.   Be currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a course of study for certification in gifted education. 
 
Teacher’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of School/Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  _______________________________________   Work Phone:  _________________________________________ 

 
Please Attach the Following: 
1.           At least two letters of recommendation/support from a superintendent, principal, program coordinator, 

and/or other supervisory personnel, 
2.           Autobiographical statement (200 words or less) describing areas of interest, honors, achievement, and past 

experiences of workshop and conference attendance, and 
3.           Brief description of the course/workshop for which the grant would be used. 
 
 

Please mail completed nomination form and other required attachments to: 
 

Sherry Willis 
1013 John Allen Drive  
Baldwyn, MS 38824  

Mississippi Association for Gifted Children 
Teacher Grant Application - Deadline:  April 15, 2008 
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Happenings at the Karnes Center 
 
Leadership Studies Program, June 15-20, 2008 —This is a one-week residential program designed for 
students currently enrolled in grades 6—11 who have a desire to develop and enhance their leadership 
skills and abilities. Students will be housed in dormitories on the campus of USM in Hattiesburg.  Tuition 
includes room, board, recreational activities, and limited accident insurance.   
Leadership I is a program with specific emphasis on leadership skills.  Training will include those areas 

necessary for leadership development:  fundamentals of leadership, written and oral communication, group dynamics, prob-
lem solving, planning, personal skills, and decision making.  Avenues for becoming leaders in the school, community, and 
religious affiliations will be utilized to heighten the awareness and development of leadership potential.   

Leadership II is a continuation of the program with Leadership I as a prerequisite for entry.  It is an intense study 
to further develop leadership concepts and qualities.  Emphasis will be placed on the psychology of leadership, assertiveness 
training, and situational leadership.   
             Leadership III is an extension of the program with Leadership II as a prerequisite for entry.  Training will focus on 
the legal aspects of leadership, responsibilities of various positions of leadership, developing personal power, and leadership 
for the future.  The students will also have the opportunity for informal interaction with adult leaders. 
 
Summer Gifted Studies Program, June 22—27, 2008—This is a one-week residential program designed for intellectually 
gifted students in grades 4—8 with intelligence quotients of 120 or above on an individually administered test or the 90th per-
centile or above at the national level on an achievement test.  The program enhances the cognitive abilities of gifted students 
through planned enrichment and acceleration activities.  Content areas are combined with processing skills to enable students 
to explore a wide variety of topics.  Students will be housed in dormitories on the campus of USM in Hattiesburg. Instruc-
tional activities will be conducted in classrooms and laboratories on the campus.  Recreational activities and cultural events 
will be included, based upon availability.  Tuition includes room, board, recreational and cultural activities, and limited acci-
dent insurance.  Financial aid is available based on need on a limited basis. 
 
Summer Program for Academically Talented Youth, July 6-25, 2008—This is a three-week residential program designed 
for students in grades 7-10 who qualify based on SAT or ACT results.  A variety of intensive, fast-paced courses will be of-
fered, such as Algebra I and II, geometry, trigonometry, precalculus, calculus and modern analysis, physics, human anatomy/
physiology, marine biology, forensic science, polymer science, psychology, creative writing, southern writers and literature, 
debate, public speaking, mythology, journalism, genetics, criminal justice, and foreign languages.  The program is designed to 
include appropriate academic, cultural, and recreational experiences.  USM offers the program through cooperative efforts 
with the Duke University Talent Identification Program.  Tuition includes the instructional program, books, room and board, 
recreational activities, and limited accident insurance.  Financial aid is available based on need on a limited basis.  
 
Graduate Degrees—USM and the Dept. of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education, offers master’s, specialist’s, and 
doctoral degrees with an emphasis in gifted education. Five courses are offered for anyone interested in beginning an ad-
vanced degree program or in earning certification to teach the gifted. 
SPE 560 Characteristics of the Gifted                                 SPE 661 Methods and Materials for Teaching Gifted Students 
SPE 662 Curriculum Development in Gifted Education     SPE 663 Atypical Gifted Students 
SPE 664 Practicum with Gifted Students 
The Karnes Center has $500.00 scholarships available for persons enrolled in graduate degree programs in gifted education 
for the summer of 2008. To qualify, the student must meet the admission requirements of the university for master’s, special-
ist’s, or doctoral programs with an emphasis in gifted education. Consideration will be given to graduate students in special-
ized programs in elementary and secondary schools and for the college and university positions in the field of gifted educa-
tion.  

For More Information Contact 
The Frances A. Karnes Center for Gifted Studies ▪  The University of Southern Mississippi 

118 College Drive #8207 ▪ Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 ▪ (601)266-5236 ▪ fax (601)266-4978 

MAGC would like to offer condolences to Dr. Frances Karnes and her family 
as they mourn the loss of her husband Dr. Ray Karnes.  

Please accept our deepest sympathy. 
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2008 Conference Lodging Reservations 
Pearl River Resort, Choctaw, MS 

Mississippi Association for Gifted Children    September 18-19, 2008 
 

To receive the special conference rate, Pearl River Resort must receive your 
registration by Tuesday, August 26, 2008*. 

*Any housing request received after this date will be accepted at the current room rate, based on availability. 
 
MAGC Group Rate: $65.00 per room per night – single /double occupancy  
                                                                  (All rates subject to 7% Sales tax – per room per night.) 
 
Individuals make their own reservations by calling the Pearl River Resort Reservations Department at 1-866-44-PEARL.  Confer-
ence attendees must use the MAGC Group Code: MISJ08B in order to receive the special room rate.  Cashier check, valid credit 
cards, or money orders are acceptable.  
 
***No cancellations or name changes will be accepted less than 24 hours prior to arrival.  Any can-
cellation received less than 24 hours prior to arrival or no-shows will be charged one night room 
charge including tax. 

Stand Up for 
Our  

Brightest 
Join MAGC! 

 
 

MAGC provides… 
• An annual conference for teachers and families of 

gifted children  
• Student scholarships and teacher grants  
• Workshops and training for parents and teachers  
• Opportunities for teachers and parents to network 

and form support groups  
• Assistance to local parent affiliate groups  
• Publications for teachers and families of gifted 

children 
$25 pays for membership from Jan. 1—Dec. 31 

 
Visit the MAGC web-site to download an application! 

http://www.muw.edu/magc/membership.htm 

Don’t Miss Out! 
 

Concepts! Will be delivered via e-

mail starting with the Summer, 

2008 issue. 

 

Contact us now and give us your 

preferred e-mail address! 

 

Send information to 

lsaucier@ 

jackson.k12.ms.us  

or call at (601)891-

8054. 

             The Davidson Institute for Talent Development is 
offering high achieving young people across the country the 
opportunity to be named as 2008 Davidson Fellows, an 
honor accompanied by a $50,000, $25,000 or $10,000 schol-
arship in recognition of a significant piece of work in Sci-
ence, Technology, Mathematics, Music, Literature, Philoso-
phy or Outside the Box.  
             To be eligible, applicants must be under the age of 
18 as of Oct. 1, 2008, and a U.S. citizen or permanent U.S. 
resident residing in the United States. There is no minimum 

age for eligibility.  
             The deadline to apply is March 26, 2008. Applicants 
must submit an original piece of work recognized by experts 
in the field as significant and it must have the potential to 
make a positive contribution to society. 
             The scholarship must be used at an accredited insti-
tute of learning. For more information on the Davidson Fel-
lows scholarship, or to download an application, please visit 
www.DavidsonFellows.org. 

Davidson Fellow Scholarships Available 
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2008 MAGC CONFERENCE PROPOSAL 
MAGC’s Annual Conference will be held September 18-19, 

at the Pearl River Resort, Choctaw, Mississippi. 
 

This is the year to share your creative ideas with teachers from across our state!  Send in your session proposals on top-
ics ranging from curriculum to parent support.  We especially want to encourage sessions on social/emotional issues, as 
well as, ideas for middle and high school gifted. Proposals are also being accepted for the Pre-Conference Workshops 
on Wednesday, September 17 for counselors and psychometrists.  Completed proposals must be post marked no later 
than May 30, 2008.  Note that the conference registration fee will be waived for only the main presenter of the session. 
Please print or type. 
 
Name:  
 
Institution /Affiliation:                                                          Position/Job Title:    
 
Home Address: 
 
Email:                                                                              Telephone: 
 
Title of proposed presentation is:  
 
Below is a typed abstract (75 words or less) of the session I wish to present: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Co-Presenter:                                                                      (Registration fee will NOT be waived.) 
 
CATEGORY for PRESENTATION                                                  Intended AUDIENCE for PRESENTATION 
___ Social/emotional needs of gifted students                               ____ Elementary Teachers                  
___ Differentiating curriculum and instruction                                 ____ Middle School Teachers 
___ Creativity and/or the arts                                                          ____ Secondary Teachers 
___ Evaluating student progress                                                    ____ Parents of Gifted Children 
___ Special populations                                                                  ____ Administrators and/or counselors 
___ Developing leadership                                                              ____ Psychometrists/Examiners 
_ _  Gifted Eligibility Process 
 
Mail form to: Joyce Youngblood, 60 53rd St., Gulfport, MS 39507 or email to JLY1272@aol.com 
 

***Photocopy and distribute this form as needed.*** 
 

MAGC 2008 Annual Conference                                                                                                   Pearl River Resort, Choctaw, MS 
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September 18-19, 2008  
Pearl River Resort, Choctaw, Mississippi   

 
Registration Information:  Registration includes MAGC membership for one year. Complete and return this form 
with your check or purchase order.  Make checks payable to MAGC.   Purchase order number alone is not a valid pay-
ment.  You must include the actual purchase order.   
 

Cancellation Policy:  Cancellations must be received in writing by September 11, 2008, and are subject to a 
$15.00 processing fee.  Refunds will not be issued before November 15, 2008. 
 

Transportation and Parking: Ample parking is available at Pearl River Resort.  There is no fee for parking. 
 

Lodging:  Contact Pearl River Resort directly.  (See Conference Lodging Information) 
 
 

MAGC Membership card #_____________ expiration date___________ 
 

Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Preferred Street Address _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City____________________________________       State____________       ZIP___________________________ 
 

Phone_____________________       E-Mail__________________________________________________________ 
 

School District/ Organization______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Relationship to Gifted Education ___________________________________________________________________ 

MAGC CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORMMAGC CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORMMAGC CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORMMAGC CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM    

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION AND/OR MEMBERSHIP FEES AMOUNT 

 Early Registration Fee …………………………………………………………………………………………………$95.00 
(must be postmarked by August 15, 2008) 

$ 

Regular Registration Fee ……………………………………………………………………………………………$100.00 
(must be postmarked by September 5, 2008) 

$ 

On-Site Registration Fee (after September 5, 2008) ……………………...…………………$110.00 $ 

Undergraduate Student Registration Fee (must show student ID at registration) …………………$30.00 $ 

Main Presenter Membership Fee ……………………………………………………………………………… $25.00 $ 

Family Night ONLY …………………………………………..……………………………$3.00 per person or $5.00 per family $ 

 Pre-Conference Institutes for Counselors and Psychometrists* 

Wednesday, September 17 8:30-4:00 
**Pre-Conference Institutes are not included in regular conference registration fee. 

 

a. Counselors Pre-Conference Institute …………………………………………………………………………………………$40.00 $ 

b. Psychometrists Pre-Conference Institute ……………………………………………………..…………………………$40.00 $ 

c. Combination Registration for a Pre-Conference Institute and Conference………………………..$120.00 $ 

 TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 

S
e
le

ct
 O

n
ly

 O
n

e
 

Method of Payment:  
  
Personal Check# _________School District Check # _________Purchase Order # __________(P.O. attached) Other____________ 

 

Mail completed registration form and payment to:  Carol Paola, 1513 Westward Dr., Gulfport, MS  39501 
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(Application Packets must be postmarked by April 15, 2008) 
 

MAGC is pleased to announce the continuance of the NAGC-Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Awards for the 
2007-2008 school year.  The awards are designed to recognize excellence in young children.  The awards, which include a 
$500 U.S. Savings Bond, may be made to students in grades 3-6 who have distinguished themselves in academics, leadership, 
or the arts.  Nominations will be accepted from the students themselves, parents, teachers, peers, and community and civic 
groups.   
 

Selection Criteria: 
�      Students must be in grades 3 through 6 at the time of the nomination. 
�      Outstanding student accomplishment may be in the areas of academics, the arts, or leadership. 
�      Student applicants must submit a written composition about why they feel their effort is important and how they got 

interested in the area for which they are being recognized.  Compositions should describe (1) the activity or interest 
area for which the student is being nominated; (2) how the student got interested/involved in the activity; (3) what 
impact the activity has had on the student and on others; and (4) how the student’s future plans and goals have been 
affected by this activity or interest area. 

�      At least one letter of recommendation, from someone other than a nominee’s family member, explaining why the 
student nominee is deserving of the award, what sets him/her apart from other students, and how the student is im-
pacting others. 

 

Submission to MAGC: 
�      Completed Student Nomination Form including the signed publicity release form. 
�      Copy of the student’s composition. 
�      Letter(s) of recommendation. 
�      Self-addressed, stamped postcard, which will be used to acknowledge receipt of the application packet. 

 

Mail completed packets to: Sherry Willis, 1013 John Allen Drive Baldwyn, MS 38824  
 

Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Award Application Form 2007-2008 
 

Student Name  ____________________________________  Social Security #  _______________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number  _________________________________   E-mail   _________________________________________ 

Age  ___________   Birth Date  ______________________   Grade at Time of Application  _____________________ 

School Name and Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name  ___________________________  Name of Parent/Guardian  ______________________________ 

Name of Person Nominating Student  _________________________________  Phone  ________________________ 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship to Nominee  ___________________________   E-mail   ______________________________________ 

 

Release Form:  I hereby give the National Association for Gifted Children permission to use my child’s photo* and compo-
sition, submitted in connection with the NAGC Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Award, in any publicity or announce-
ments NAGC may make about the award or the award winners, should my child be selected for the award.  I further grant 
permission to NAGC to use my child’s name, school name, and city/state in any publicity or announcements that uses his/
her photo or composition, and to make edits to the length of the composition as may be necessary.  I understand that neither 
my child nor I will receive any remuneration in connection with this permission and understand that the photo and the com-
position will not be returned to me. 
 

Signature _____________________________________ Printed Name  ________________________________________ 

Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone   _______________  E-Mail  ___________________  Relationship to Nominee  ___________________________ 

*NAGC will request a photo of the award winners for use in award publicity and announcements.  Do not send a photo with 
the application packet. 

Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Award 2007-2008 School Year 
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Mississippi Association for Gifted Children       Executive Board 2008 
Elected Officers: 
President: Teresa Mosley 
317 Concord Dr., Clinton, MS 39056 
(601)924-4476   fax (601)973-8682 
tmosely@jackson.k12.ms.us 
 
President-Elect: Joyce Youngblood 
60 53rd Street, Gulfport, MS 39507 
(228)868-6885     fax(228)868-6885 
Jly1272@aol.com 

 
Vice President: Sherry Willis 
1013 John Allen Drive Baldwyn, MS 38824  
(662)365-2283  
sherry@rcrotorworld.com 
 
Past President: Margaret Snider 
1007 Camdenmill Dr., Ridgeland, MS 39157 
(601)856-4655 
msnider@jackson.k12.ms.us 

 
Treasurer: Pamela Pape 
143 Skyline Drive, Clinton, MS 39056 
(601)925-4580 
ppape@jackson.k12.ms.us 
 
Secretary: Dr. Sandee Manning 
166 Jeff Byrd Rd.     Laurel, MS 39443 
sandra.manning@usm.edu 

Standing Committee Chairs: 
Membership: Carol Paola 
1513 Westward Dr., Gulfport, MS 39501 
(228)864-8520   fax (228)868-6448 
cwp1gab@aol.com 
 
Public Relations: Kenneth Griswold 
3063 Plantation Cr., Tupelo, MS 38804 
(662)841-0907 
kmgriswold@tupeloschools.com 
 
Supportive Funding: Wendy Hunt 
7875 Idlebrook Cove, Southaven, MS 38671 
(662)342-7214   (662)280-7075 
wendyofoz@bellsouth.net 

 
Concepts Editor: Lisa Saucier 
144 W. Main St., Florence, MS 39073 
(601)3891-8054  (601)960-5387 
lsaucier@jackson.k12.ms.us 
 
Affiliates: Deborah Holt  
18032 Allen Rd., Long Beach, MS 39560  
(228)868-8644  
deboraholt@aol.com 
 
Advisory Board: Suzanne Bean 
86 Big Tom Rd., Columbus, MS 39705 
(662)241-6101   Fax (662)329-7242 
sbean@muw.edu 

 
Staff Development: Melissa Grantham 
69 Redbud Lane, Madison, MS 39110 
(601)853-2764   (601)879-3069 
Mgrantham@madison.k12.ms.us 
 
Legislative: Kathy Henry 
One Paw Print Place, Brandon, MS 39047 
(601)992-1329     (601)992-4110 
Kathy.henry@rcsd.ms 
 
Legislative Co-Chair: Kay Collins 
430 N. Church St., Tupelo, MS 38804 
(662)844-4549    fax(662)841-8861 
kgcollins@bellsouth.net 

Ad Hoc and Ex Officio: 
Website: Ivey C. Ivy 
1100 College St.—MUW 1635, Columbus, MS 39701 
(662)329-7159     (662)329-7242 fax 
Iivy@muw.edu 
 

Ex Officio: Dr. Conrad Castle 
MS Dept. of Education 
P.O. Box 771. Suite 306, Jackson, MS 39205 
(601)359-2586   fax (601)359-2040 
ccastle@mde.k12.ms.us 
 

 

MAGC 
P.O. Box 3545 
Jackson, MS 39207 
www.msms.k12.ms.us/MAGC 

Permanent and Founding Member: Dr. Frances Karnes, Hattiesburg 


