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Dear W Family and Friends:

 The fall has been a 
particularly busy and rewarding 
time on campus, as you’ll learn 
from this issue of Visions.  

 In October, we marked the 
25th anniversary of the Eudora 
Welty Writers’ Symposium, 
which began in 1989.  Dr. 

Tom Richardson, Dr. Bridget Pieschel, Dr. Ginger Hitt, 
and, more recently, Dr. Kendall Dunkelberg, have been 
instrumental in the success and continuing quality of this 
signature event for The W.  Their efforts have been richly 
rewarded, as emerging voices of Southern literature have 
been eager to participate and often return.  For the 2013 
Symposium, Ellen Gilchrist returned to provide the keynote 
address and discuss her many works, including “The Writing 
Life.”

 We’re pleased that one of the writers represented in this 
year’s Symposium was The W’s own Michael Farris Smith, 
whose work you will see featured in this issue.  His first 
novel, “Rivers,” published by Simon & Schuster, was released 
in September.  The W was proud to partner with Catfish 
Alley magazine, The Columbus Arts Council, The Friends 
of the Library and the Columbus-Lowndes Public Library 
to host the official book launch here on our campus.  “Rivers” 
is getting outstanding reviews, and Dr. Smith, currently on 
sabbatical, is busy making appearances around the South.  I 
encourage you to read his fine novel.

 In this issue, we also take a look at some of the 
remarkable work our students are doing.  A feature on 
student internships gives a sense of the wide-ranging 
interests and accomplishments of students who pursued 
off-campus internships in subjects as diverse as history, 
microbiology and theater.  Those students who seek 
opportunities such as these say they are encouraged to 
continue their studies and to develop even deeper knowledge 
of their subjects.

 You’ll also see two sides of history in the current issue.  A 
new concentration in public history will be the only such 
undergraduate degree in Mississippi and will provide our 
students a pathway to careers such as archival management, 
historic preservation and museum and national park exhibit 
curation.  It is equipping students with skills that can be 
used in public service as professional historians.  And we’ll 
take you back in time to 1913, where you’ll get a glimpse of 
campus through the photos of the 1913 SGA president and 
see history at work in The W Archives.

 Finally, this issue features a list of those students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends who have made financial 
contributions to The W over the last year.  Your support is 
vital to the continued progress of The W.  On behalf of all 
of The W family, I extend my thanks for your investment in 
the mission and the future of this wonderful institution.

Sincerely,

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
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 A community-wide health initiative targeting lifestyle choices 
related to diet, physical activity and stress management was 
launched on Th e W’s campus.
 Th e program, sponsored by Th e W and in partnership with Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation and area schools, 
targets residents of Columbus and Lowndes County, including 
students, faculty and staff  of Th e W. It also includes Franklin 
Academy, Joe Cook Elementary and Annunciation Catholic School.
 Passport to Wellness, funded by a $252,000 grant from the 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation, will enable 
participants to make healthier lifestyle choices through a series 
of educational and community events emphasizing health and 
wellness. 
 “Th e Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation is 
continuing to support health and wellness initiatives that improve 
the health of Mississippians in every area of our state,” said Sheila 
Grogan, executive director, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi 
Foundation. 
 “Connecting campus to community to deliver services will better 
utilize the current resources available and identify possible gaps 
in services,” said Kate Brown, director for the Center for Creative 
Learning located on campus. “Th is will be accomplished through 
events held quarterly on campus, in local schools and out in the 
community, utilizing the expertise of W faculty and community 
practitioners.”
 Th e program will have fi ve primary dimensions, according to 
Brown. Th ose areas include a wellness program for W students, 
a wellness program for W faculty and staff , training for physical 
education teachers, a wellness program for elementary students and 
community wellness events.

 Specifi cally, the monies from the program will be used to build 
a circular walking trail at Franklin Academy, as well as to purchase 
new physical education equipment.
 Katherine Roberts, Passport to Wellness program manager, said, 
“To really make an impact in improving individual’s health and 
overall wellness, the eff ort needs to truly be community-based. 
 “By creating a culture of health, people are more able and apt 
to make healthier choices. Th at is the overarching goal of Passport 
to Wellness—to not only focus on one particular segment of the 
population, but to incorporate all members of the community, 
beginning with young elementary students, who are just learning to 
make their own choices regarding health, to the oldest members of 
the community,” she added.

Passport to Wellness the 
Ticket to Healthier Lifestyles

Dr. Jim Borsig, W president, center; Columbus Mayor Robert 
Smith, left, and Sheila Grogan, Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Mississippi Foundation executive director, are pictured with 
Passport to Wellness Advisory Board members Mark Bean, 
Donna Grant, Joni House, Sharon Patrick, Nancy Carpenter, 
Barbara Bigelow and Edna McGill.

CAMPUS BRIEFS

 Students at Th e W no longer 
have to panic when a low battery 
notifi cation pops up on their cell 
phones and other mobile devices. 
 Th e university has purchased six 
KwikBoost charging stations. One is 
located in McDevitt Hall computer 
lab, two in Hogarth Dining Center, 
two in Fant Library and one in Subway 
restaurant. 

 Th e charging stations are free to use 
and provide cable connections for most 
phones, tablets, e-readers and MP3 
players.
 KwikBoost technology intelligently 
identifi es a user’s device and then 
delivers a safe, full speed charge based 
on what that device’s power demands 
are.

Need a Kwik Boost?
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A Greener Space

CAMPUS BRIEFS

 
Construction is under way behind Kincannon Hall to provide W 
students with another location on campus to gather and relax. 
 Th e green space will have seating for socializing, eating or studying. 
Th e area will also have an automatic sprinkler system and trees to add 
aesthetic value.  
 Currently, the project is in the beginning phases of irrigation and 
landscaping. More than 6,000 square feet of sod was put down. Th e 
space also will be fenced. 
 Sirena Cantrell, director of Housing and Residence Life, said, “I am 
excited about this green space that will allow students to gather and 
build a community.” 
 Th e project is being funded by Housing and Residence Life. 
Construction started this summer and is projected to end this month.

 A W project 
that has served 
more than 400 
fi fth through 
eighth grade math 
teachers in 17 
high-risk school 
districts has 
earned distinction 
from the U.S. 
Department of Education.
 Responding to federal initiatives to increase 
profi ciency in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM), Th e W’s Center for Creative 
Learning established Creating High Achievement 
in Mathematics and Problem Solving (CHAMPS) 
in 2004.  Since then, the program has received more 
than $4 million in continued funding.
 In its most recent evaluation of three years of data 
from more than 590 funded programs nationwide, 
the federal education department recognized 
CHAMPS as one of only 16 meeting all of its 
evaluation criteria. An additional 65 programs were 
recognized for meeting at least one of the criteria.
 “Th is evaluation is an affi  rmation of our eff orts to 
help create confi dent, eff ective teachers and provide 
strategies that correlate with rigorous common core 
standards,” said Melinda Lowe, project coordinator.

High Marks for CHAMPS

 Th e W recently celebrated its remodeled campus bookstore, Th e Book End, 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
 Various guests were on hand, including members of the campus committee 
that recommended selection of Barnes & Noble: Angie Atkins, Lyndsay 
Cumberland, Erich Ogle, Dave Haffl  y, Dr. Marty Hatton, Dr. Ghanshyam 
Heda, Dr. Richard Holden, Dr. Tammie McCoy, Anika Perkins, Brandi 
Malone and Justin Simpson. Th e committee was under the supervision of 
Nora Miller, senior vice president for administration and CFO.
 “We are excited about the partnership with Barnes & Noble and the 
opportunities they are bringing to our campus,” said Dave Haffl  y, who chaired 
the committee. 
 Max J. Roberts, CEO, Barnes & Noble College, added, “We’re extremely 
proud of our new partnership with Mississippi University for Women, which 
has a long tradition of excellence in liberal arts and professional education.
 “Th e newly remodeled space will support that tradition of excellence and 
become a vital part of Th e W campus community.”
 Th e Book End off ers course materials in a variety of formats, school 
supplies, university apparel, gifts and other W branded items in the updated 
space.
 For more information about the bookstore, visit muw.bncollege.com or 
www.facebook.com/muwbookstore.

Renovated Bookstore
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Dr. Mark Bean has been selected to oversee the 
completion and implementation of Th e W’s Quality 
Enhancement Plan, which is a part of the university’s 
current reaccreditation process.
    Bean, who chairs the Department of Health and 
Kinesiology, assumed his responsibilities as QEP 
director July 1. Bean, with support and involvement 
of the university community, will refi ne and 
implement the plan.
 Th e QEP is designed to enhance the quality of 
student learning and is titled “Cultivating Intellectual 
Curiosity.” Th e goal of the plan is to create a culture 
of intellectual engagement on campus. It is a major 
part of the institutional reaccreditation process by 
SACSCOC, the regional accrediting association of 
which Th e W is a member.
 Th e QEP is due to SACS at the end of the fall 
2013 term and will be formally launched in the fall 
of 2014, pending approval from SACS.  

    Two W alumni were named to positions in the Offi  ce of 
Development & Alumni. Th ey are andrea Nester Stevens of West 
Point and Lyndsay Blackburn Cumberland of Columbus. Both 
originally served in interim positions.
    Stevens was named executive director of development & alumni 
and serves as the executive director of the MUW Foundation, the 
fundraising arm of the university. Cumberland was named director of 
alumni relations.
     Stevens joined Th e W in 2001 as director of planned giving. 
In that role, she assisted the university in growing its planned 
giving program. In 2008, she was promoted to executive director of 
development.
 Cumberland joined Th e W in 2011 as assistant director of alumni 
relations. She served in this position for a year before being named 
interim director of alumni relations.
 Born and raised in Columbus, Cumberland moved back home 
from Savannah, Ga. to rejoin her alma mater. She graduated cum 
laude from Th e W in 2007 with a B.S. in paralegal studies and a 
minor in general business. Prior to joining Th e W, she worked in the 
legal fi eld.

QEP DirectorAlumni Named

Stevens Cumberland
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Robert Gibson, art professor, recently had 
artwork on display at the Meridian Museum of 
Art.
     Th e piece titled “Prayer House #7” was 
accepted into the 40th annual Bi-State Art 
Competition in Meridian, the museum’s 
prestigious annual exhibit that recognizes and 
celebrates outstanding achievements by artists.

 Gibson described his artwork as representational of the human 
spirit and the ongoing battle between good and evil. “Prayer 
House #7” is part of an ongoing series of sculpture houses that 
are fabricated out of exotic wood, lost wax casted silver metal and 
metal fretwork. 
 Th is year only 65 pieces were chosen for the exhibition from 
approximately 240 entries. 
 Gibson’s artwork has been accepted into the competition 
fi ve times and also has been featured in several group and solo 
exhibitions throughout the Southeast. 

James Allen, a longtime associate professor 
of music at Th e W, received two honors in the 
reader’s choice poll “Best of the Triangle 2013” 
published by Th e Commercial Dispatch. 
     Allen, who joined Th e W in 1965, was voted 
Columbus’ Hero and Among the Best Teachers 
in the reader’s choice poll.
      In the community, Allen serves as a frequent 

judge in various piano festivals, most notably as a judge for 
Mississippi Baptist Hymn Festivals. He also serves as co-founder 
and chairman of “Columbus Sings Messiah” and board member 
of Th e W Wesley Foundation. He serves on the committee for 
American Wind Symphony Orchestra presentation, as former 
president of the Columbus Music Study Club and accompanist for 
the Starkville Symphony Chorus.
 “I feel so honored to receive such recognition in ‘Best of Triangle 
2013.’ Now I must do my best to live up to it,” Allen said. 
 Th e Dispatch’s publication is done once a year in September. 

Dr. Jiben Roy published his second textbook on 
organic chemistry in which he specializes.
     Th e book titled, “A Self-Study Guide to the 
Principles of Organic Chemistry: Key Concepts, 
Reaction Mechanisms, and Practice Questions for the 
Beginner,” helps students new to organic chemistry grasp 
the key concepts of the subject quickly and easily, as well 
as build a strong foundation for future study.
     Dr. Roy said, “It may not be a very comprehensive 
organic chemistry textbook, and certainly it is not going 
to replace the existing comprehensive organic chemistry 
textbook, but it has all the elements and features of 
organic chemistry to build the student’s skill and 
foundation in understanding as well as learning organic 
chemistry. 
 “Th is book can be considered as the 21st century 
‘Rosetta Stone,’ used to study this foreign language, 
organic chemistry. By studying this book, students 
struggling with organic chemistry will be able to grasp 
the key concepts easily.”
 He explained some students taking organic chemistry 
are very scared of the class, but this central science 
subject is a requirement for chemistry majors, biology 
majors or many more related majors. 
 In the book, Roy stated, “You don’t have to be brilliant 
to survive organic chemistry, but you have to be willing 
to work at it.”  Th e book is intended for the courses of 
both organic chemistry I and organic chemistry II. 
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What do John F. Kennedy, Martha Stewart and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar have in common? Th ey were 
all history majors. 

  Th e Department of History, Political Science, and Geography 
has launched a new history major with concentration in public 
history. 
 Th e new major refl ects a growing interest in public history 
nationwide as well as among W students, according to Dr. 
Amber Handy, assistant professor of history. It will be the only 
undergraduate public history degree program for undergraduate 
students in the state of Mississippi, she said.
 Only a small percentage of history majors go on to be 
historians, according to research; many become lawyers, 
businesspersons, politicians and even entertainers.
 In studying history, students gain a variety of work-related 
skills, from eff ective writing to research techniques to critical 
analysis. With a history degree and public history concentration, 
they have job opportunities that range from archival management 
to historic preservation to working museum exhibits and in 
national parks.
 Handy said, “Having a vibrant public history off ering will 
advance the interests of all history majors, as national research 
indicates that an undergraduate curriculum that includes public 
history increases student interest in coursework.
 “Ultimately, students who engage in ‘hands-on research’ are 
more likely to graduate and with a higher GPA than students 
who did not engage in research. Incorporating public history 
into the curriculum will allow history faculty to better combine 
research and public engagement, giving students the opportunity 
to experience what it is to ‘do’ history.” 
 Th e history faculty began discussing this proposal in the 
spring of 2012. While developing the program, history faculty 
sought out best practices from national organizations and models 
from other undergraduate public history programs around the 
country. Th e new major concentration exceeds the minimum 
standards required by the National Council on Public History 
and will provide students with a strong history background as 
well as public history training and hands-on experiences. 

 A researcher at heart, Ashley Cardenas, a history major 
interested in public history, enjoys handling things that are 
considered to be old, especially personal objects such as letters or 
photographs. 
 “Handling a letter written 200 years ago is so much more 
interesting to me than trying to instruct a class on an event that 
has already been researched and written about by many historians 
and fans,” she said. 
 “Additionally, I want to aid fellow researchers in their quest 
toward fi nding their family tree, the history of their town or of a 
historical landmark. Essentially, I am interested in public history 
because I want to be there for the beginning of the research 
process and help guide people to their desired information, 
instead of simply retelling facts other people have already 
discovered.”
 Dr. Erin Kempker, assistant professor of history, said, “Every 
single thing that we have designed is supposed to be a deeply 
interpretive research experience. Th ey are engaging in some 
serious research but it is directed toward the wider public as 
opposed to being directed toward creation of a paper.”
 Courses for the new major will be taught by existing W 
faculty as well as local public historians and archivists. Derek 
Webb, Th e W’s archivist, will be teaching a course for the new 
concentration, and W alumna Mona Vance, who has a degree in 
public history and is the archivist for the local library, will teach a 
course in the spring.
 Kempker added, “We certainly hope we introduce them to 
the profession and what is available for historians outside of 
academia—introduce them to those key jobs and professional 
tracks they can get into with advanced study if they choose.” 
 For details about the program, please contact Dr. Brian 
Anderson, chair of the Department of History, Political Science, 
and Geography, at banderson@as.muw.edu or 
www.muw.edu/hpg.

New Concentration 
Re� ects Interest 
in Public History
by Anika Mitchell Perkins
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A scrapbook from the MUW Archives by the class of 
1913 Student Government Association president, Kate 
Cunningham, gives testimony to the lighter side of 

life on the campus of the Industrial Institute and College. We 
see several students in costume striking dramatic poses around 
campus, one in a fl oor-length, American fl ag gown, another in a 
jester’s motley; candids of students in pajamas smiling sheepishly 
at the camera. A few show Kate and a friend sharing a cot out on 
a balcony. One catches a glimpse of university president Henry 
Whitfi eld, his fedora cocked so low on his brow that the rim 
nearly touches his nose.
 Kate herself was well-known on campus. She was the 
second SGA president of Industrial Institute and College, and 
already developing a reputation on campus as a future innovator 
in state education. Her husband, Flavius Josephus Hubbard, 

would become Head of Vocational Education in the state; she 
briefl y headed the Home Economics department at Mississippi 
Southern College (now University of Southern Mississippi) and 
now has a building on Southern Miss’ campus named in her 
honor. Th e yearbook from 1913 describes her as “strong in thy self 
and powerful to give strength” – words Samuel Coleridge once 
used to describe Wordsworth. Such strength she sorely needed 
during World War II, when not one, but both of her sons were 
captured by the Japanese. Th e US military at one point even 
notifi ed her that they believed there was “no hope” of recovering 
one of them, John William Hubbard. Both sons survived the war, 
however, and she lived to see both of them return to her. Kate 
passed away in 1946, but the memory of those precious years at 
the II&C persists through these pictures.

From � e W Archives
by Derek Webb

Kate Cunningham, 1913
Henry Whit� eld, 1913
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Dauphin Island Expedition

he Gulf of Mexico was the living laboratory for 
16 biology students this summer. 
 Squid, fi sh, crabs, jellyfi sh and electric rays native 
to the Mobile Bay were within their grasps as they 
explored and researched marine organisms at the   
Dauphin Island Sea Lab in Alabama.
 Students in the ecology and animal behavior 
courses at Th e W spent hours on a large fi shing boat 
as it trawled for samples of marine life in various parts 
of the Bay. Later, creatures discovered during their 
excursion were dumped onto the observation table on 
the back deck of the boat.
 Samantha Humphrey, a senior biology major from 
Senatobia, said, “I loved the hands-on experience. We 
were able to handle the diff erent animals found in 
the net and later we were able to help the graduate 

students collect and process 
data from the red snapper.”
 Humphrey said before this 
trip, she had not been able to 
experience any marine biology 
studies. 
 “Th e experience I gained 
has helped me determine if 
marine biology is really the 
fi eld I want to go into. Now I 
am able to narrow the direction 
I will take in the near future,” 
she added.
 Dr. Nicole Welch, professor 
of biology, who organized the 
trip, came up with the idea 
after several family vacations to 
Dauphin Island. 

 “It is charming,” she said about the area, adding 
that it is a wonderful off ering of opportunities for 
students. 
 As a student, she recalled going on fi eld trips 
with her professors. “When I was an undergraduate 
biology major, a lot of my professors took us on fi eld 
trips—off  campus, overnight. I always wanted to do 
that for my students.”
 She started planning the trip for her students in 
March with overwhelming support from Dr. Dionne 
Fortenberry, department chair, and Sherry Durkin, 
administrative assistant. 
 Th e goal of the trip was two-fold: fi rst, to get 
students out in the fi eld and second, to interact with 
graduate students.

by Anika Mitchell Perkins

Students gain hands-on experience in the Gulf of Mexico.

T
Candie Willis, from left, Samantha Humphrey and Ariel Finch hold squid and other marine 

organisms found in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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 “You can read about an ocean in your textbook but then 
when you are out there on the ocean, sampling the organisms 
that are found in the ocean habitats, it’s real.
 “Field experiences make courses like ecology and animal 
behavior real. Th ere’s nothing like seeing it. Th ere’s nothing 
like doing it. Th is is hands-on learning,” Welch added.
 W students were fortunate enough to work side by side 
with a graduate student conducting research from another 
university.
 “I want them to see how the collection and the processing 
of the samples leads to the data that are collected on a project. 
In other words, where the information in their text book is 
coming from,” Welch said. 
 “It really is that. Everything they read in a textbook comes 
out of research and making that connection and realizing that 
they too can be a part of this research process if that is where 
their interests take them.”
 Dr. Paul Mack, associate professor of biology, and his 
students also attended the trip. 
 He said, “I think they got a sense of what it is like to do 
research. Th ey get to see the precision with which data must 
be fi rst obtained, then carefully recorded and recorded so that 
it is also retrievable in the future for large-scale analyses which 
may not have even been planned yet. It also gives them an idea 
of what life is like as a graduate student.” 

Dr. Nicole Welch, professor of biology at The W, and Dr. Paul 
Mack, associate professor of biology, took their ecology and 
animal behavior classes to the Dauphin Island Sea Lab in 
Alabama this summer.

“Field experiences make courses 
like ecology and animal behavior 
real. There’s nothing like seeing 
it. There’s nothing like doing it. 
This is hands-on learning.”
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Paid With Experience
hile many students look forward to 
summer as a time to relax and regroup, several 
students from Th e W used their time to explore 
subjects they hope will lead to future careers. 
All say their experiences gave them a deeper 
understanding of research 
methods and their signifi cance, as 
well as hands-on experience that 
will expand their knowledge. 
 Christian Friar of Booneville, 
a senior history major at Th e 
W, documented runaway slave 
advertisements at the Columbus-
Lowndes Public Library. By using 
microfi lm and analyzing pre-Civil 
War era Mississippi and Alabama 
newspapers, Friar dug into the 
two states’ histories to see how 
slave owners caught their runaway 
slaves. 
     “Friar pored over the more 
than 20 pre-1865 county 
newspapers both on microfi lm and 
in hard-copy format. She created a 
transcription of the advertisements’ text as well 
as captured a scanned digital image of each 
entry,” said Mona Vance, archivist in the Local 
History Department at Columbus-Lowndes 
Public Library.
     Th e local project is in conjunction with a 
larger research project called “Documenting 
Runaway Slaves” at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Th e W is collaborating to help 
document newspaper advertisements placed by 
slave masters seeking the capture and return of 
runaway slaves.

     Friar believes that the views on slavery could 
change if more of the unanswered questions 
were being answered. She feels that most 
research on slavery fails to ask the questions of 
the how and why. 

 “Yes, we do know the date in which slavery 
was introduced into this county and related facts  
because that is what’s being taught, but what we 
fail to realize is that no matter how tired we are 
of a topic like slavery, there are questions that 
have not been answered,” she said. 
 “With history, I feel as though we always 
look back to help understand how an event has 
shaped us as a society and that regardless of how 
one views slavery, it  is a cornerstone piece in 
American history,” Friar added. 
 

by Janie Guyton Shields

W

Christian Friar pores through archived newspapers in the 

Columbus-Lowndes Public Library.
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	 Vance said slavery remains a touchy 
subject, but researching these advertisements 
can help shape national perceptions today.
	 From this internship, Friar is inspired 
to continue her research into slavery.  “This 
project was important because it sheds more 
light not only on an important topic such as 
slavery, but how society was at that time.”
	 The project will gather these documents 
and organize them into a full-text searchable 
online resource for academic researchers, 
genealogists and anyone who wants to learn 
more about this time period.
	 Another W student spent her summer exploring a 
molecular subject important to wound repair. The Molecular 
Biology department at Princeton University runs a summer 
research program that hosts Princeton’s rising seniors as well 
as  students from other universities who are competitively 
selected. 
	 Tshering Lama Sherpa, a senior from Nepal majoring 
in biology with a minor in mathematics, was one of those 
chosen. She studied under Dr. Jean Schwarzbauer, associate 
chair of Molecular Biology at Princeton. “Tesh came to my lab 
eager to learn and excited about biological research,” said Dr. 
Schwarzbauer.
	 Lama Sherpa’s summer project was to investigate the role 
of the extracellular matrix in adult stem cell differentiation 
into myofibroblasts.  
	 “Myofibroblasts are important in wound repair, an area 
with which Tesh had no prior experience. Thus, I was very 
impressed with the clarity with which she understood 
her project and also with how quickly she picked up new 
techniques,” added Dr. Schwarzbauer.
	 The Department of Theatre had four students at two 
productions at professional theatre companies this summer. 
	 Tommy Parsons, a senior from Ethelsville, Ala., worked at 
Tecumseh! Outdoor Drama in Chillicothe, Ohio, as a sound 
engineer and intern and Chris Ambrose, a senior from Durant, 
performed as an actor. 

	 Lee Crouse, visiting assistant professor, said, “While at 
Tecumseh! Outdoor Drama, our students had the opportunity 
to put into practice their educational training in real-world 
situations. It is difficult to bring the same energy and focus 
night after night, six nights a week, for a total of 74 shows.  
As one student told me last summer, ‘I get it now,’ he said.  I 
asked him what he meant.  His reply, ‘I understand why you, 
Peppy and David have us work the way we do.’  I took that as a 
great compliment to our faculty.”
	 In Banner Elk, N.C., at the Lees-McRae Summer Theatre, 
Mary Wildsmith, a senior from Damascas, Md., worked as 
a stage manager for “The 39 Steps” and as assistant stage 
manager for “Chicago” and “Singin’ in the Rain.” Also, Casey 
Duke, a senior from Corinth worked on the lighting crew for 
“Chicago,” “The 39 Steps” and “Singin’ in the Rain.”

Tshering Lama Sherpa in the chemistry lab.
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The College of Education and Human Sciences and the 
Department of Art and Design at Th e W announced 
continued accreditation of their undergraduate and 

 graduate programs. 
 Th e College of Education and Human Sciences maintains  
accreditation at the initial teacher preparation and advanced 
preparation levels for all educator preparation programs. Th e 
offi  cial letter from the National Council for Accreditation of 
Teacher Education indicated “... the unit and its programs 
meet rigorous standards set forth by the professional education 
community.” 
 Th ere were six main accreditation standards including 
candidate knowledge, skills and professional dispositions; 
assessment system and unit evaluation; fi eld experience and 
clinical practice; diversity; faculty qualifi cations, performances 
and development; and unit governance and resources. 
 Th e college was fi rst accredited in 1964 and has been 
continuously accredited since that date.
 Dr. Sue Jolly-Smith, dean for the College of Education 
and Human Sciences, said, “We are pleased to receive this 
affi  rmation from our accrediting body. Th e high standards 
and credibility of NCATE are respected nationally, so this 
accreditation provides a meaningful endorsement for our 
graduates.”
 Th e next on-site visit for education and human sciences will 
take place in fall 2019.

 Th e National Association of Schools of Art and Design 
voted to continue Th e W’s art and design program in good 
standing. It was fi rst accredited in 1986.
 Th e department was commended for a number of its 
procedures and practices, including replacement of equipment, 
expansion of space and electrical wiring upgrades in the 
woodshop. Th e Commission further commended the 
institution for the testing conducted to indicate that the 
ventilation system in the ceramics studios is performing at an 
optimal level.
 Department Chair Shawn Dickey said, “We are pleased 
that our re-accreditation has been approved and we continue 
in good standing with NASAD. I am so thankful for the 
faculty’s hard work and sacrifi ce as well as Dean Th omas 
Richardson’s and the administration’s timely assistance in 
meeting the demands of the evaluation process. Th is was truly 
a team eff ort.”
 Th e next full review for the Department of Art and Design 
will take place the in 2021-2022 academic year.

 “Th e work and preparation for continuing accreditation 
is truly a team eff ort. We express appreciation to our 

faculty, staff , educator candidates, administration 
and partnering schools for their work and dedication 

toward achievement of this goal.”

College, Department 
Maintain Accreditation
by Anika Mitchell Perkins

- Dr. Sue Jolly-Smith
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A visit with a longtime friend to Th e W’s campus 
changed the course of Summer Ward’s life. Th e 
18-year-old was set to attend a major college of art 

and design in Georgia, where she would study graphic design 
this fall.
 “I was happy I was going—very happy,” she said about 
being accepted into the college; however, there were some 
reservations, including cost and being nine hours away from 
her small hometown of Hernando.  
 Also, in the back of her mind: was the memory of her visit 
to Th e W with two of her friends for their orientation in June. 
“When I got here, I just fell in love with it because it reminded 
me of where my sister went to college at Berea (Kentucky). It’s 
a small town, a small campus and everything is within walking 
distance,” Ward said of Th e W.
 “Th e grounds are well kept, and I thought all of the 
buildings were very interesting,” she added. “I guess I’m a bit 
of a history person so I like the architecture and all of the 
historical value.”
 While the picturesque campus left an impression, Ward said 
it was the people she met during the visit that really sold her 
on Th e W.
 “Th e people were very friendly. Th e faculty members were 
nice,” she said. 
 And then there were brothers Paul Turner and Dalton Nail 

she met. Turner worked as an orientation leader, and Nail, a 
Weeks of Welcome corps member. “Th ey were very funny, 
friendly and outgoing.”
 Ward decided to make a second trip back to campus where 
she attended an ice cream social and was able to meet Dr. 
Jim Borsig, university president, and Jonathan Cumberland, 
assistant professor of art. 
 “I was surprised that I really got to meet the president,” she 
said. “He is very kind.”
 While Th e W has been described as one of the best kept 
secrets in the state, Ward was able to keep a huge secret of her 
own with help from some of her new W friends.
 It was August when Ward decided she would be attending 
Th e W instead of her other college choice. She did not tell 
her friends Hasina Haynes and Jennifer Dowdy, both from 
Hernando and entering W freshmen, until Move In Day.
She made surprise visits to both of their residence halls with 
the University Relations photographer/videographer in tow. 
 Haynes’ initial thoughts were, “What are you doing here? 
We are going to the same school. Th at’s great!” 
 Just two days before, Ward had the spent the night at 
Haynes’ parents’ home in Hernando.
 Ward said, “Th e friendly atmosphere makes Th e W so 
special. I feel like everyone here will try to help me achieve my 
goals.” 

Change of Heart
by Anika Mitchell Perkins
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Dr. Thomas Richardson greets Ms. Eudora Welty at the Book and Author Dinner, part of the Welty Writers’ 
Symposium, October 1989.
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Welty Symposium 
Milestone

by Maridith Walker Geuder 

A 25-year tribute to writing and writers

J ohn Grisham when he was “an emerging 
young writer.”  Elizabeth Strout before the Pulitzer 
Prize came for “Olive Kitteridge.”  Jesmyn Ward, 
not yet a National Book Award winner.  Natasha 
Trethewey, twice before being named the nation’s poet 
laureate. 
 And many more:  Will Campbell, Larry Brown, 
Ellen Douglas, Clyde Edgerton, Ellen Gilchrist, 
Rick Bragg, Ann Patchett, Mark Childress, Nanci 
Kincaid, Clifton Taulbert, Lee Smith, John Dufresne, 
Hillary Jordan, Ace Atkins, Ron Rash, Brad Watson, 
Kaye Gibbons, Haven Kimmel, Lewis Nordan, Jill 
McCorkle, Al Young, Yusef Komunakaa. 
 And the grand lady for whom the series was named:  
Eudora Welty, a W alumna and herself a Pulitzer 
Prize-winner.
 Twenty-fi ve years into the Eudora Welty Writers’ 
Symposium, a host of the South’s—and the nation’s—
literati have visited the historic W campus to share 
their talents and their insights during what has become 
a signature W event.
 At its inception, Dr. Th omas Richardson was a 
new faculty member, fresh from North Carolina State 
University.  He was given the assignment of developing 
a Symposium that celebrated famed alumna Eudora 
Welty and commemorated the inauguration of Dr. 
Clyda Rent as president. 
 “Several of us worked together,” he remembered.  
“Drs. Jane Hinton, Bridget Pieschel, Ginger Hitt, 
Millie Moore and many others.  It was a group eff ort.”

 To identify potential writers, they attended 
the Southern Literary Festival, held that year in 
Birmingham, Ala.  “We met Vicki Covington, and we 
invited her to attend,” Richardson recalled. Th rough 
an earlier tenure at Campbell University, Richardson 
knew Clyde Edgerton; he was added to the list of 
invited authors.  Gradually, the idea became reality.
 “Th e Symposium began with more of a scholarly 
emphasis,” Richardson said.  “We had great support 
from the Mississippi Humanities Council for many 
years.  As the event grew, we began to focus more on 
writers.”  For the last 14 years, the Symposium has 
had the generous support of the Robert M. Hearin 
Foundation. 
 Over the years, the Symposium has attracted 
promising and established talent and provided a 
platform for discussing writers’ work within the 
framework of an overarching theme.  Many not-
yet-famous have gone on to become best-sellers and 
winners of some of the most prestigious national 
literary awards and fellowships. 
 Th e inaugural Symposium, held in venues ranging 
from Poindexter Hall to Pohl Gymnasium, was “When 
Separate Journeys Converge:  Southern Women, 
Southern Writing.” 
 Dr. Bridget Pieschel, who helped plan the fi rst 
Symposium and many subsequent, remembered that at 
the inaugural Symposium Miss Welty “came to all of 
the events, including the children’s production of ‘Th e 
Shoe Bird,’” her only work written for young people. 
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  “She sat on the right side of the Poindexter auditorium 
close to the stage.  When the children fi nished, they all stood 
on stage fl apping their arms in the brightly colored feathered 
bird costumes. When it was time for the fi nal applause, Miss 
Welty stood up and very seriously gave her standing ovation, 
fl apping her arms toward the stage full of children.”
 For many years, the Symposium was a labor of love, led 
by faculty members in the Division of Humanities:  Dr. Jane 
Hinton, Dr. Rebecca Stockwell, Dr. Ginger Hitt, and from 
2000-08, Dr. Pieschel.  In 2009, Dr. Kendall Dunkelberg 
became director and continues in the role today. 
 “I’ve been involved with the Symposium for about 20 years,” 
Dunkelberg said.  He coordinates the major event while 
also teaching world literature, creative writing and a poetry 
workshop.  
 “We have developed a good reputation as a writing 
Symposium,” he said.  “Writers generally are happy to be here 
because they’ve heard about us.  We especially try to attract 
writers who are early in their careers so we can continue to 
invite them back.”
 As the writers gather each year, Dunkelberg said there’s a 
special dynamic that occurs.  “Th ere is something that happens 
when you bring a group of writers together,” he said.  “Th ey 

share with each other and become genuinely interested in each 
other’s work.  It creates a kind of community. Many become 
friends.”
 One of the director’s challenges is to determine a theme for 
each year’s program.  In 2013, that was “Alive as Ever, on the 
Brink of Oblivion’: Southern Writers in the Eye of the Storm.”   
Past themes have been creative and varied:  “Teaching and 
Learning in Southern Literature” (2006); “Th e Power of 
Landscape in Southern Literature” (2003); “Th e Comic 
Spirit in Southern Literature” (2001); “Murder, Mayhem, and 
Mystery:  Gothic Elements in Southern Writing” (1996); 
“A Southern Trinity:  Politics, Family, and Religion” (1995); 
“Hearing Voices: Th e Southern Tradition of Storytelling” 
(1991).  
 Mark Childress, author of “Crazy in Alabama” and, 
more recently, “Georgia Bottoms,” participated in the 1996 
Symposium and recalls being impressed that Eudora Welty 
was the inspiration for a gathering of writers.  “I remember 
thinking how wonderful for her to be honored in a specifi c 
way that is not granted to many writers:  hearing her work 
discussed in a serious, critical way while she is still around to 
respond.”

Rick Bragg, author, journalist and Pulitzer Prize winner, 1999

Natasha Trethewey, U.S. Poet Laureate, speaks in 2009.
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 Michael Kardos, author of the well-received 2011 novel 
“Th e Th ree-Day Aff air,” who participated in the 2012 
Symposium, came away a fan of the experience.  “Having 
lived in a number of states, I can say Mississippi is unique 
in its enthusiastic support of its contemporary literary 
community—and the Welty Festival has been a pivotal part of 
this community-building for the past 25 years,” he said.
“For writers, it has been a place to gather:  to spend a weekend 
meeting other writers, sharing ideas, encouraging one 
another’s eff orts in what is typically a solitary pursuit.  For 
readers, it has meant a chance to experience the amazingly 
diverse range of styles and voices and personalities that 
constitute Southern writing.”
 Equally important to Richardson, since the Symposium’s 
inception, is its impact on students.  He annually teaches a 
Welty class that asks participants to read all of the works 
featured in that year’s Symposium.  It quickly reaches capacity.
“Th e Symposium is a wonderful opportunity for our students,” 
he said.  “Th e writers are always accessible to those attending, 
and some of our students have gone on to become writers.”  In 

2012, for example, W alum Christopher Lowe [“Th ose Like 
Us: Stories”]  was among featured writers.  “ For students who 
participate, it’s the highlight of their year,” Richardson said.
 For the past few years, those students also have included 
more than 100 area high school students. “Th e Symposium 
events are free, and we have seen increased interest from local 
schools,” Dunkelberg said.  “It has been good exposure for 
students, because it helps them to get excited about reading.”
 Looking back on the past 25 years, Richardson is quick to 
give credit to others “who have done the bulk of the work.”
 In the end, he said, “I’m thrilled to have been a part of this.”
Dunkelberg is equally enthusiastic about the Symposium and 
its impact.  “I don’t think I’ve ever seen a less than excellent 
year,” he said.  “By and large, you get a group of very good 
writers.  Most want to connect with an audience and want to 
communicate.” 
 As the Symposium celebrates a milestone in its history, 
Dunkelberg is already looking ahead.  “I’m excited about the 
next 25 years.” 

Lewis Nordan, author and Literary Excellence Award winner, in 1999Jesmyn Ward, author and National Book Award 
Winner and Mississippi native, speaking in 2009

 For more information about the 2013 Eudora Welty Writers’ Symposium and dates for 2014, see www.muw.edu/welty.
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All the cities you once knew are gone.  Biloxi.  Gulfport.  Ocean Springs.   
The Gulf of casinos, water-fronted mansions, seafood restaurants, quick-
stop gas stations and grocery marts, destroyed and gone. In Michael Farris 
Smith’s novel, “Rivers,” (Simon & Schuster, Sept. 2013) the familiar Gulf 
landscape suffers an irreversible transformation, the product of unrelenting 
hurricanes and pounding rains that gather intensity and wreak destruction 
on both the physical and moral landscape. 

a perfect storm
by Maridith Walker Geuder
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 It is a sinister and unrecognizable place, the anti-Coast, 
with sun-drenched beaches and Coppertone smells of 
countless Mississippi vacations a distant memory.  Th e 
government has abandoned the drowning land, where few 
structures survive, where rats teem in unsuspecting hideouts 
and where bands of soggy scavengers are more likely foe than 
friend. 
 In this world, the government draws a line 90 miles north 
of the coast and declares everything below a no-man’s land.  
But some few hang on—to their memories, desperate shreds 
of survival or greed.  Some believe there are trunks of casino 
money buried and waiting to be discovered.
 Against this landscape, Smith introduces a cast of 
characters who form unlikely allegiances and harbor life-
changing secrets.  Like the storms that beat around them, the 
characters fi nd their actions building to a powerful crescendo.
Th e novel has won early praise from writers such as James Lee 
Burke, who said:
 “Every once in a while an author comes along who’s in 
love with art and the written language and image and literary 
experiment and the complexity of his characters and the great 
mysteries that lie just on the other side of the physical world, 
writers like William Faulkner and Cormac McCarthy and 
Annie Proulx.  You can add Michael Farris Smith’s name to 
the list.”
 Released in September, “Rivers” is Th e W’s selection for the 
2013 Common Reading Initiative.  Th roughout the fall, Smith 

is being featured in book signings across the state and the 
region and was a featured writer at the annual Eudora Welty 
Writers’ Symposium.
 Associate professor of English at Th e W, Smith is a native 
Mississippian who grew up in McComb, within the shadow of 
the Gulf Coast.  A preacher’s son, he was particularly captured 
by the sounds and rhythms of gospel music, which he believes 
helped shape his narrative voice.  
 “When I had the idea for this novel in the fall of 2009, 
Katrina was on my mind,” he recalled.  “Like everyone else, I 
knew folks who were in the path, and I recalled the days after 
and wondering what happened to them.  We all were aff ected.”
 As his idea developed, he knew he didn’t want the novel to 
be a realistic recreation of the past.  “I really wanted to step 
out on a ledge,” he said.  His goal was “to put the reader in a 
headlock from the very beginning.”
 And with the opening lines, he does that:
 “It had been raining for weeks.  Maybe months.  He had 
forgotten the last day that it hadn’t rained, when the storms 
gave way to the pale blue of the Gulf sky, when the birds 
fl ew and the clouds were white and the sunshine glistened 
across the drenched land.  It rained now, a straight rain, not 
the diagonal, attacking rain, and it seemed that the last of the 
gusts had moved on sometime during the night and he wanted 
to get out.”
 Th e winter of 2010, as Smith was writing “Rivers,” he 
recalled that it rained almost every day.  “Everyone in my 

It had been raining for weeks.  Maybe months.  He had forgotten 
the last day that it hadn’t rained, when the storms gave way to the 
pale blue of the Gulf sky, when the birds fl ew and the clouds were 
white and the sunshine glistened across the drenched land.  It rained 
now, a straight rain, not the diagonal, attacking rain, and it seemed 
that the last of the gusts had moved on sometime during the night 
and he wanted to get out.
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household would get up in the morning and say, ‘oh no,’ 
and I would think, ‘good.’”  As he worked in his study, 
fronted by a big window, Smith saw a literal world that 
helped shape the fi ctional world he was creating.
 And as he wrote, two things happened that propelled 
the future publication of “Rivers.”  He applied for and 
received a Mississippi Arts Commission artist fellowship 
based on the fi rst 25 pages of his draft novel.  Coinciding 
with that, Th e W hosted the Southern Literary Festival, 
where he was asked to read.
 “I wanted to read something new and diff erent, so I 
read from the work in progress,” he said.  It got such a 
tremendous response that he knew he must be on the right 
track.
 Writing around his teaching load, he fi nished the novel 
in about a year and a half and began to carefully look 
around for an agent.  “I sent queries to around 10 agents,” 
he said. “Five or six wanted to see the manuscript.”
 Th is affi  rmation came after any number of rejections 
and “a tremendous amount of doubt,” Smith said.  “I had 
had some success with my novella, ‘Hands of Strangers,’ 
but the idea for the novel was very diff erent.”  When he 
found agent Peter Steinberg, he felt confi dent about the 
future of his book.  “He knew my fi rst publisher, and he 
had worked with Mississippi writers.” 
 After 90,000 words, six months of revisions, and 
countless discussions, “Rivers” became a reality.  Th ere 
currently is a fi lm agent for the book and the possibility 
that it will one day also become a movie.
 Perhaps Smith’s background didn’t prepare him to 
become a novelist, but his life experiences did.  He 
attended Mississippi State University, where he majored in 
communication with a public relations emphasis.  By his 
own description, he wasn’t an outstanding student.  “I was 
interested in sports,” he said.



V I S I O N S  •  f a l l  2 0 1 322

 He fell into a sports marketing job with the NBA and 
worked for a couple of years in Europe, where “I had plenty of 
time.  I started reading.”  Never a serious reader, Smith said he 
started with the big names:  Faulkner, Hemingway, Dickens.  
“It turns out, that was a good place to start,” he said.
 But his turning point came when he discovered Mississippi 
writer Larry Brown.  “I said, ‘I know those people,’” Smith 
recalled.  When he returned to the United States, he took a 
chance and applied for the writing program at Th e University 
of Southern Mississippi.
 “I didn’t impress them with my grades,” he laughed.  “I 
think the European experienced helped.” He admits that the 
fi rst year of the challenging program was diffi  cult.  “I was 
intimidated but not scared,” he said, noting that “you can be 
paralyzed by that or face it.”  By 2002, he had published three 
stories, affi  rming not only his ability but off ering what Smith 

described as “another moment of propulsion.”
 After completing the program, he taught at Auburn 
University before coming to Th e W in 2007.  “Rivers” was 
written in Columbus. 
 While the book has all the hallmarks of success, Smith is 
not resting from his labors of love.  “I’m about 10,000 words 
into a new novel,” he said.  Although he won’t reveal the 
details, he said that when he began “Rivers,” it had “an intense, 
emotional feel about it.  I have the same feeling about this 
book.”
 As he writes, he said he sometimes likes to read authors 
whose books have similar styles or subjects.  “I couldn’t fi nd 
anything like this,” he said.
 Once again, Smith is on a ledge.  And once again, he’s 
taking a now-signature creative leap.

Smith signs a copy of “Rivers” during the book launch party held in The Hogarth W Room, Sept. 10.
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It has been reported often that the 1980s were the backlash 
years—a time when women were told they could not have 
it all.

 Fortunately that was not the case for Dorothy “Dottye” 
Hammett, who decided to go back to school and earn her 
master’s degree—some days attending classes with her 
preschool daughter at her side.
 “Even when I was at a point in my life when there were 
lots of strikes against me—when I had a young child and still 
wanted to get a master’s,” she said.  “In 1980, I was able to take 
my little girl to class in order to complete a goal.”
 Hammett said Th e W gave women an opportunity to see 
themselves as leaders.  
 “Women compete fi ercely with men for the same 
opportunities, so here it was easy to know that you could be a 
leader, and I feel like Th e W facilitated that.”
 Hammett started in the nursing program at Th e W in 
1969. She lived in Th e Mag at the time, was an honor student 
and even tutored biology. Shortly after, she married and 
completed her BSN at Th e University of Southern Mississippi.
In 1980, she decided to return to Th e W and pursue her 
master’s in nursing. While she was back at Th e Mag for a 
second time, things were a bit diff erent.  Hammett was a 
single parent with a 5-year-old, with whom she shared a dorm 
room. 

 Her two suite mates would keep Kimberly (also known as 
Kimbie) while she worked the 3-11 shift at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital-Golden Triangle. 
 However, there were times when Kimbie, who is now in 
her 30s, would attend classes with her mother.
 “Th e professors would look at me in horror when I fi rst 
brought her in, and I guaranteed them that she would not 
open her mouth during class, that she would not disrupt the 
class in any fashion.
 “I brought English workbooks and math workbooks, and 
at 5-years-old she loved those workbooks. For an hour and a 
half class, she would sit and go through those workbooks and 
not open her mouth.”
 Hammett was determined to reach her goal. She already 
had her mother, Mabel Wilborn Shaheen, and grandmother, 
Mamie Allen Wilborn, who had gone on before her at Th e W.
 “My mother saw women as leaders. She got a degree in 
chemistry and she went on and got her Ph.D. at Vanderbilt in 
chemistry, worked at DuPont, and she was the chief chemical 
engineer for DuPont during the war,” Hammett said. 
 Her mother and father, who was also a chemist, worked 
together on the Manhattan Project, a research project that 
produced the fi rst atomic bombs during World War II.
 “Mother learned early on she could be a leader and then 
she gave us impetus to become leaders ourselves,” she added. 
“When you found a road that was a diffi  cult road, even though 
you were a woman, you could still navigate that road.”
 Hammett is a nurse practitioner with ConvaTec, an 
international company that is a development and marketer of 
medical devices with four business units—ostomy care, wound 
therapeutics, continence and critical care and infusion devices.
 Her territory includes Columbus, which aff ords her the 
opportunity to visit campus, where she started her nursing 
career. 
 As a wound care specialist, she has other nurses across the 
state who call on her to heal their wounds. 
 “I don’t feel like I could have gotten any better education 
anywhere else. Th e foundation of my knowledge based here 
(Th e W) prepared me for leadership roles.”

Dorothy “Dottye” Hammett, from left, shows the new Aquacel® 
Ag Surgical cover dressing to Melonie Sue Marchak, nursing 
director from Baptist Golden Triangle; Martha Ullrich, director 
of Perisurgical Surgical Services for the Baptist Memorial 
Health System; and Patricia “Pat” L. Richards, manager-
central sterile supply from Baptist Golden Triangle. 

The W Enables Wound Care Specialist to Reach her Goal
by Anika Mitchell Perkins
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She grew up in the small Delta town of Sumner, and by her 
own account, her time at Mississippi University for Women 
changed the course of her life.

 In ceremonies held this summer on the campus of her 
alma mater, Patti Carr Black of Jackson received the Noel Polk 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Mississippi Institute of 
Arts and Letters. Th e event was hosted by Th e W, with President 
Jim Borsig serving as master of ceremonies for the awards 
ceremony.
 “I came to Th e W, and my fi rst art course introduced me to a 
lifetime passion,” Black told more than 100 assembled, citing the 
infl uence of professors such as Eugenia Summer. 
 A 1955 magna cum laude graduate in art history, she 

also served as president of the student body, evidence of “her 
leadership ability then, and now,” said Borsig.
 Black has been a leader through two careers, serving in a 
variety of positions with the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History for more than 30 years before retiring and turning to 
writing.
 At the MDAH, she signifi cantly enhanced the number and 
types of exhibits, establishing the Mississippi folklife program 
at the State Historical Museum in 1972 and coordinating 
Mississippi’s participation in the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in 
1974.
 MIAL also recognized Black for breakthrough projects 
such as creating the fi rst permanent exhibit in the South on the 
Civil Rights Movement.  It won the Award of Merit from the 
American Association for State and Local History in 1987.
 Over her tenure at MDAH, she designed more than 100 
temporary exhibits, as well as several permanent exhibits.  After 
30 years, she retired, but, she told the MIAL audience, she found 
herself at loose ends.
 “I was happy to get a call one day to come to a committee 
meeting.”  Th at single meeting about a writing project led to a 
second career and the publication of numerous award-winning 
books.  
 Among Black’s titles are “Art in Mississippi: 1728-1980”; 
“Eudora Welty’s Early Escapades”; “Eudora Welty’s World”; 
“Approaching the Magic Hour: Th e Memories of Agnes 
Anderson”; and “American Masters of the Gulf Coast.”
She previously received the Non-Fiction Award from the 
Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters in 1989, and she also 
has received the Governor’s Award for Career in the Arts, among 
many other awards.
 A strong advocate for the performing, as well as the visual, 
arts, Black was a founder of Jackson’s New Stage Th eater and 
has held a variety of positions with state and national arts and 
historical organizations.
 She joins other Lifetime Achievement honorees such as 
writers Elizabeth Spencer, Ellen Douglas and Shelby Foote, as 
well as cultural historian William Ferris.  Noel Polk, for whom 
the award is now named, was a widely recognized William 
Faulkner and Eudora Welty scholar.  He died in 2012.  

Patty Carr Black accepts Lifetime Achievement Award.

Alumna Receives Lifetime Achievement Award
by Maridith Walker Geuder 
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Dear Alumni and Friends:

Autumn is my favorite season for a variety of reasons:  the slow ease into cooler, less 
humid weather after the brutal heat of summer. The pageantry of football season. Green 
leaves morphing to gold and scarlet. The smell of wood smoke wafting from a chimney.  
I do love these things. But I suspect the true reason autumn stakes a claim on my heart 
is because it reminds me of my days at The W, first as a freshman and later as an upper 
classman. For me, returning to campus each fall always felt like coming home.  

The University remains as beautiful now as it was when I was a student. Callaway’s clock 
tower still presides over front campus. The Old Maid’s Gate continues to beckon.  Things 
change, though, and often in a good way. Poindexter Hall has been returned to its former 
glory. A most-welcome library expansion is under way. And in what used to be the Goose, 
a Subway sandwich shop recently opened. The renovated patio behind Hogarth Student 
Center now offers a spot to visit over coffee or eat a bite next to a beautiful fountain.  

Your contributions to The W Fund helped pay for these improvements. In fact, the Foundation’s provided more than 
$1.7 million in University assistance in FY 2013. Just over 1,800 of you contributed more $2.2 million to The W. What a 
wonderful way to honor our alma mater!  On behalf of the Foundation Board, thank you for your generosity.

If you haven’t made a contribution to the Foundation this year, I encourage you to consider how you can support the Long 
Blue Line. A gift of forty dollars or more makes you an active, voting member of our alumni association and gives you the 
opportunity to participate in MUWAA activities.  

Feeling more generous?  Endowing a scholarship requires a minimum gift of $15,000 and can be paid over a five-year 
period. All endowed scholarships are named according to the donor’s wishes, and the donor works with University staff 
to establish criteria used to award the scholarship to deserving students. I can’t think of a more gracious way to honor our 
MUW.  

I hope you enjoy this gift called autumn. Soon enough, winter will be here with all the beauty of another season. As we 
move quickly toward the holidays and year-end, I have much to be thankful for. As part of the Long Blue Line, we all do.

Warm regards,

Ruth Pettey Jones, Class of 1976
Chairman
MUW Foundation Board 

MUW Foundation
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It is only fi tting that Virginia Claire Turman be awarded 
the Mississippi University for Women Alumni 
Association Legacy Scholarship. She comes from a line 
of W graduates, as well as nurses.

 Her mother, Victoria Fikes Turman, and her sister, 
Elizabeth Chapman Coleman, both graduated from Th e W. 
Th ey both said it was the best time of their lives.
 “MUW holds a very treasured place in my heart. No 
one can quite understand the sense of confi dence and 
accomplishment that being a part of MUW instills within you 
unless they’ve been there,” said Victoria Fikes Turman.
 Virginia Claire Turman’s great-grandmother was in one of 
the fi rst nursing programs in the state. Her grandmother and 
two aunts also were nurses.
 Virginia Claire Turman entered Th e W the fall of 2007. 
“I fell in love with the people, the campus and my new home 
away from home.”
 In 2009, she had to leave due to medical problems that 
kept her away from class. She continued to pursue her pre-
nursing education at other institutions. Since February 2012, 
Turman has been living in Columbus and working at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-Golden Triangle in the psychiatric unit. 
 “My goal has always been to come back to Th e W and 
fi nally fi nish my nursing degree,” she said.
 Th at dream recently came true with the news that she was 
the recipient of the Alumni Association’s Legacy Scholarship.
  “We are thrilled to award the Legacy Scholarship to 
Virginia Claire Turman, whose mother and sister are both 
MUW graduates. She embodies Th e W spirit which is 
celebrated by this very special scholarship,” said Cheryl 
“Sherrie” Jackson Cooper of Ocean Springs, president of the 
MUW Alumni Association.
 Th e MUW Alumni Association has supported Th e W 
continuously since it was founded by the fi rst graduating class 

in 1889. In 2009, 120 years later, the Alumni Association 
established the Legacy Scholarship to help make Th e W 
experience possible for future generations of MUW legacies, 
according to Cooper. Each year, this one-time award of $2,500 
is presented to a deserving student who is a legacy, defi ned 
as the child, grandchild, sibling, niece or nephew, daughter-
in-law or son-in-law, great grandchild, great-niece or great-
nephew, or cousin of an alumnus. 
 Recipients complete an extensive application process, 
and in addition to the application form, are asked to provide 
a resume, a letter of application indicating why the student 
has chosen to attend Th e W, and letters of recommendation, 
including one from a sponsoring alumnus. Applications are 
reviewed by a selection committee and evaluated based on 
academic achievements, extracurricular activities, volunteer 
and philanthropic activities, work activities and reasons for 
choosing to attend MUW.
 Virginia Claire Turman said, “When I realized my passion 
for nursing, I knew Th e W would be the best place to earn my 
education.”

Dr. Elaine Evans, former co-president of the MUW Alumni 
Association and Virginia Claire Turman

Legacy Scholarship 
Awarded to 
Columbus Student
by Anika Mitchell Perkins
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Dear W Friends,

Here it is! This is my chance!

As President of the MUW Alumni Association, I have been given this forum. I have the 
opportunity to speak to you, the women and men who are alums and friends of The W. What do 
I say to motivate you to become more active in the MUW Alumni Association? What words will 
encourage you to be an even stronger supporter of Mississippi University for Women?

I could tell you about all the wonderful work being done by MUW President Dr. Jim Borsig and 
the faculty and staff of America’s first public institution of higher learning for women, which 
continues to honor its historic mission while embracing the realities of today’s co-ed environment. 
But the good news of stable enrollment, a renewed vision for long-term success and the thrilling 
strategic planning process now under way are things you will no doubt learn elsewhere, some of it 
in this edition of “Visions.”

I could share some of the amazing stories of today’s W students and remind you of the importance of scholarships to ensure we 
continue to attract bright and motivated young women and men to our alma mater. For me, as the oldest of five children and with 
a recently widowed mother, a scholarship made all the difference.   Because financial aid was critical, I HAD to make the right 
choice. I did. In meeting today’s students and hearing them speak of their W experiences, I know they did too. But I can’t effectively 
communicate that to you, you really have to come back to campus and meet them yourself. 

Then there are the fantastic alumnae and alumni who are volunteering their time and talents on behalf of the MUW Alumni 
Association. The MUWAA Board of Directors who are fashioning the framework for a fully unified association which supports and 
serves Mississippi University for Women today, just as it has done continuously since it was founded in 1889. It is a vital organization; 

“the Long Blue Line” is alive and well. It is at work in local chapters, in online groups, in formal and informal ways all over the country. 
Not only are alums doing important work in terms of growing membership and establishing chapters, we are having FUN! And I don’t 
think you need me to tell you that.

Maybe the most important thing I can say is this: you matter and what you do for MUW makes a difference. Your involvement 
and support are vital to the success of our association and The W. What you do counts. It really does. Any time and talent you can 
share with the MUWAA makes this association stronger. Any donation in any amount you give to the university helps make The W 
experience possible for someone else. 

Please get more involved in the MUWAA and in supporting MUW this year! Just contact the Alumni Office (662) 329-7295 to 
find out how you can link up with other alums in person and online. Attend a local chapter meeting, visit a Facebook page, attend an 
Alumni Board Meeting, make plans to come to Homecoming, send in a check for at least $40 and activate your Alumni Association 
membership. Do something that is a little more than you did last year, and you will be a part of the good things happening at MUW.

Hoping to see you soon,

Cheryl “Sherrie” Jackson Cooper, Class of 1982

MUW Alumni Association
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1960s
augusta Scattergood ’65 was nominated for the Mississippi 
Magnolia award for 2014. Her fi rst novel for middle school 
students, “Glory Be,” has won numerous awards including the 
Crystal Kite award given by the society of children’s book writers 
and illustrators. Th e book also has been featured on the National 
Public Radio’s Backseat Book Club. Scattergood is a book 
reviewer for Delta Magazine and Th e Christian Science Monitor. 
She has also written for Highlights, Skirt! and Mississippi 
magazines.

1980s
Th e University of West Alabama honored Sylvia Burkhalter 
Homan ’84 of Demopolis, Ala., for her academic achievement 
and leadership during the institution’s annual Honors Day 
convocation. She was inducted into the Society of the Golden 
Key, the highest honor bestowed upon a UWA graduate.

Kimberly Jobe ’85 of Fulton, Ky., was named project director for 
Fulton Independent School’s 21st Century Community Learning 
Center. She oversees the 21st CCLC grant for the district, 
planning and directing the afterschool program and summer 
camps program for FIS grades third through eighth. She also is 
doing photography and public relations for the district as well as 
maintaining the website. Jobe was project director for the Corinth 
School District where she oversaw its Teaching American 
History Grant, public relations, publications and photography for 
fi ve years.

1990s
Leslie Randle Chapman ’99 was promoted to Global Security 
programs coordinator at Newmont Mining in Denver. She also 
works as an actress and performed in two diff erent productions 
of “Avenue Q” as well as “Do Black Patent Leather Shoes Really 
Refl ect Up?” this year.

2000s
Katy Pacelli ’00 has been named executive 
director of the Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. Charitable 
Foundation, which awards scholarships to 
students who have achieved academically and 
have fi nancial need. Pacelli started working with 
the Foundation in July 2012 and became executive 

director after working with the former longtime director who 
retired at the end of June. Th e Foundation currently awards 
scholarships at six colleges in Mississippi. Additionally, it awards 
grants to teachers in two parishes in Louisiana and supports other 
projects that fall within its mission.

David Crews ’02, Mississippi chef, has been crowned “King of 
American Seafood.” Th e executive chef of Six Shooter Land and 
Timber in Drew, a private farm and hunting preserve, won the 
title in New Orleans during the 10th annual Great American 
Seafood Cook-Off .

Elizabeth Chapman Coleman ’05 is the new school psychologist 
for the Monroe County school system.  After completing her 
master’s in psychometry and her education specialist degree in 
school psychology at Mississippi State University, she has served 
for the past fi ve years in the Anderson, S.C., and Union County, 
S.C., school systems.

Elizabeth adams ’07, a native of Indianola, is the promotions 
coordinator for the Island View Casino. A three year resident of 
the Gulf Coast, Adams also is excited to join the John Westley 
School of Music as the piano and voice instructor.

2010s
Elizabeth ashley Chisolm ’10, of Meridian, recently graduated 
with a juris doctorate from Mississippi College School of Law 
in Jackson. She was the recipient of several awards in law school, 
including the Regions Private Wealth Management Award, 
the Best Paper Award for Wills and Estates and the Best Paper 
Award for the Child Advocacy Clinic in Youth Court. Chisolm 
was also on the Dean’s List for spring 2011 and fall 2012.

Weddings
2000s
Lindsay Pollard ’08 of Starkville and Christopher Ball of Jackson 
were married June 15, 2013.

2010s
Lindsey Russell ’10 and Adam Rowe, both of Birmingham, Ala., 
were married July 6, 2013.

CLASS NOTES
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Codye Hunter ’11 of Louisville and Lester Estes III of 
Macon were married July 20, 2013.

Jacob Veenstra ’11 of Hickory and Kathryn Kyle of Carrollton 
were married June 22, 2013.

anna Beth Hisaw ’12 of Louisville and William (Clint) ’12 
of Columbus were married June 8, 2013.

Tiff any Hobson ’12 and Bryan Wood, both of Pontotoc, were 
married June 22, 2013. 

Leah Kohl ’13 and Ethan Smith, both of Corinth, were 
married on June 22, 2013.

Sydney Sanders ’13 and E.J. Nolen, both of Hamilton, were 
married June 1, 2013.

Monica Vincent ’13 of Decatur and Jordan Smith of Union 
were married July 20, 2013.

Deaths
1920s
Mary E. Norsworthy ’20 of Waynesboro, May 25, 2013.

1930s
Susan Hull Lea McGowan ’36 of Bradenton, Fla., May 12, 
2013.

1940s
Hazel Martin Howell ’40 of Canton, June 15, 2013.

Virginia Dixon Tucker ’40 of Roseland, Va. April 15, 2013.

Evelyn Pearson Weems ’42 of Madison, Aug. 12, 2013.

Sara Raney Ridgway ’43 of Jackson, July 14, 2013.

Elizabeth (Beth) Boozer Brevard ’45 of Tupelo, Aug. 16, 
2013.

ada Carver Bounds ’46 of Arlington, Texas, Sept. 9, 2011.

Helen Parker Davis ’47 of Brandon, June 1, 2013.

Mona Manning Lyon ’47 of Clarksdale, June 16, 2013.

Joan Bailey allen ’49 of Meridian, July 5, 2013.

Cherry Wilkinson Word ’49 of West Point, May 20, 2013.

1950s
Catherine Bankston Varner ’50 of Jackson, July 20, 2013.

Carolyn Seery Dickert ’52 of West Point, July 3, 2013.

Elizabeth (Beth) Vail Keys ’59 of Columbus, July 6, 2013.

1960s
Nell Callihan Hubbard ’60 of Batesville, July 14, 2013.

Barbara Oliver White ’60 of Dallas, Texas, July 12, 2013.

Jorena Tatum Farrow ’61 of Iuka, March 9, 2013.

1970s
Elizabeth “Betty” McGowan Montgomery ’70 of Tupelo, 
July 31, 2013.

Martha McHaney Buford ’71 of Cleveland, Texas, Aug. 10, 
2012.

Mary Gaston anderson ’72 of Memphis, Tenn., May 31, 
2013.
 

1980s
Hazel “Jeanette” ashcraft Colson ’80 of Caledonia, July 27, 
2013.

Verna Ray Logan Rickman ’84 of Caledonia, Aug. 12, 2013.

Karen Gay Ford Dukes ’85 of Brandon, May 18, 2013.

Johnny McCauley ’86 of Saltillo, June 8, 2013.

Births
2000s
Jean Manning Goley ’09 and Dustin Goley of Biloxi 
announce the birth of their daughter, Ellington-Anne Goley 
on March 18, 2013.

CLASS NOTES
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Name____________________________  

Occupation_ ______________________

Class Year________________________  	

College __________________________

Social Security No. _________________

Address _ ________________________

________________________________  

City_ ____________________________

State ____________________________ 	

Zip______________________________

Phone (H) ________________________ 	

(W)______________________________

E-mail_ __________________________

Tell us your news or 
news about a friend!

Have you been promoted? Earned another 
degree? Have you married or had an 

addition to the family? Send us your news, 
comments and suggestions to:

 Office of Alumni & Development, 
Mississippi University for Women,

1100 College St., MUW-10, 
Columbus, MS 39701-5800.

Please circle the line that tells us what has 
changed - such as your name, address, etc. 
Use an additional sheet to tell us your news.

Former State Rep. Dies
	 Alumna Eloise Scott ’53, a former member of the Mississippi House of 
Representatives, died Oct. 2 at the age of 81.
	 A legislator from 1988 to 2003, Scott took special interest in issues 
affecting youth, families and the underprivileged. She was a leader in efforts 
to improve education.
	 Prior to her legislative career, she had a 30-year career in home 
economics education.
	 The Benton County native was honored with The W’s Woman of 
the Year Award in 2005, and she was the recipient of The W’s Medal of 
Excellence and Alumni Achievement Award.
	 Scott earned a bachelor’s degree in homemaking from The W and a 
master’s degree from the University of Mississippi.

Longtime Educator Passes Away
	 Dr. Sue Stringer Coates, 86, of Columbia died June 14. 
	 Coates served as head of the former Division of Fine and Performing 
Arts at The W from 1991 until 2005.
	 She received many professional recognitions during her career, including 
having her biography published in the eighth edition of “Who’s Who 
Among America’s Teachers,” her nomination to be included in the ninth 
edition of “International Who’s Who of Professional and Business Women,” 
her selection for membership in the National Museum of Women in the 
Arts in Washington, D.C., her nomination to be included in “Who’s Who 
of Women in Education” and her nomination for “Woman of the Year” by 
the American Biographical Institute Board of International Research.
	 Her vocational expertise included that of designer, builder and decorator 
of residential structures. She was a specialist in space planning.
	 Coates attended Washington University in St. Louis, where she 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree, followed some years later with a master’s 
degree and doctorate at the University of Missouri.

Corbett Estes, left, of West Point is the 
recipient of the Sara Griffith Rayburn 
Music Scholarship Fund. Estes met 
Sara and Frank Rayburn of Winston 
Salem, N.C., who established the 
fund in 1999. As a student at The W, 
Sara Rayburn ’54 majored in music 
education.
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1. Dr. Brian Anderson’s Political Science 101 class took advantage of cooler fall 
temperatures and met outside between Carrier Chapel and Painter Hall.

2. Russell Blair, energy management specialist at Th e W, replaces the metal halide 
bulbs in a campus light pole with LED lights. Th e change will yield a 55 percent 
reduction in utility cost for each light, and they are much brighter. A total of 66 
fi xtures will be converted to LED lights.

3. Shana Stanton, senior art major from Vicksburg shows an item up for bid during 
this year’s Art In Autumn Auction. Th e event, held in the Eugenia Summer Gallery, 
raised more than $2,500, part of which will go to the Mooreville High School art 
program.

1
2

3
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4. Raleigh Poole ’13 helps with the Culinary Kids 
Camp as they prepare to make biscuits.  Th e camp’s 
are held during June each summer and this year 
hosted almost 60 attendees, ranging from young 
fourth graders up through high school seniors.

5. Th e W held a simulated disaster drill in 
September involving several city, county and state 
agencies, as well as Columbus Air Force Base. 
Pictured are MUW nursing students acting as 
victims of an explosion.

6. Orientation leader Quinterra Wright, senior 
public health education major from Greenville,  
leads a session on  traditions during last summer’s 
transfer orientation.

7. Th e release of Michael Farris Smith’s novel 
“Rivers” was celebrated on campus with a book 
signing on Sept. 10.

4

5

6
7
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MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

President’s Circle - ($10,000.00 + )
Anonymous

AT&T
Atmos Energy Corporation

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi
Christine Brand*

Eda Burlack*
Exxon Education Foundation

Gildea Foundation, Inc.
Malcolm B. Howard

Virginia Segrest Hughson
Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. Charitable Foundation, Inc

Connie & Tom Kossen
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation

Barbara & Bobby Martin
Patricia W. Perry

Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation
Sanderson Farms Incorporated

Eugenia Summer
Ferrell Tadlock

Clock Tower Society - ($5,000.00 + )
Virginia Estes Bibee

Henry Brevard
Allegra Brigham

C Spire Foundation
Cadence Bank

Columbus-Lowndes Development LINK
Entergy Corporation
Carole M. Ferguson

Reneè & Mayo Flynt
Mary E. Francis

Ellen Young Gunn
Kappa PI

Lynne Faulkner Nelson
Corinne O. Pierce
Emily J. Pointer*

William F. Raff aniello

Sara G. Rayburn
Julia A. Rouse

Carolyn Vance Smith
Sodexo Corporation
Margaret E. Swain
Nancy & Bill Yates

Barbara White*

Magnolia Society - ($2,500.00 + )
Patricia Ainsworth

Jim Borsig
Jan Lewis Brandes
Sarah Lee Cheek

James H. Creekmore
Lynne Curtis

C. A. and A. M. H. Ferrill*
Susan G. Hedges
Dana L. Jackson

Linda & Joseph Kuriger
Ralph W. McLain
David E. McNeel

Th elma Franklin Merrick*
Nora Roberts Miller

Martha Jo Mims
Marion B. Neubert

Ann Palmer
Sandra P. Perkins

Jayne Perkins-Brown
Harry L. Sherman

Southern Grace Cookbook
Beverly E. Stone

Margaret A. Strickland
Lugene Vincent

Gingko Society - ($1,000.00 + )
Linda Ross Aldy
Betty C. Barry

Raymond E. Betcher

Miriam H. Bretscher
Dorothy Burdeshaw
Roger Burlingame

Jean B. Butler
Wilbur O. Colom

Columbus Brick Company
Corning Incorporated Foundation

Cynthia Curtis
Anne M. Dunn
Celeste S. Ellis
Elaine L. Evans

Adelaide Fletcher
Nancy Flowers

Belle Wilburn Frink
Barbara A. Garrett
Sydney D. Garten
M. Kay Gartrell

Maridith Geuder
Alan Goslen
Janet C. Gray
Mitzi Green

Mildred D. Grissom
Anonymous

Elizabeth Gwin
P. D. Haffl  y

Patricia L. Hatcher
Margaret S. Heath
Norma S. Hickman
Deborah A. Hodges

Joel D. Howell
Jennifer L. Katool
Mary G. Keegan

Anonymous
Robin E. Kilpatrick
JoAnn E. Kirchner

Susan C. Lauderdale
Delene Lee

Rita Lum-Kratt

Your generosity to Th e W enables our unique University to improve the way our students will experience their lives.  
Together, Th e W and its supporters, provide solutions, opportunities and hope- what a wonderful gift to our children and 
grandchildren.

We are very grateful for your fi nancial support of our students, faculty and staff .  Th ank you for advancing the mission of 
Th e W through your involvement and investment.

Andrea Nester Stevens, CPA
         Executive Director 
         MUW Foundation

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

*deceased
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MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
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MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

Patricia S. Meiners
MS Organization for Associate Degree Nursing

Shirley Graves Modell
Rachel V. Morrison

MUW Lowndes County Alumni Association
Margaret A. Owen
Sharon B. Pattillo
Kathryn Randall

Raytheon Company
Renasant Bank
Clyda S. Rent

Rosemary Rhine
Th omas C. Richardson

Carolyn & Charles Ritter
Anna M. Royston

Charles Rush
James W. Rush

William S. Sanders
Richard E. Sobolewski
Donald L. Spaulding

Andrea Nester Stevens
Harry W. Stevens
Betty Boyls Stone
Martha H. Swain

Beth S. Taylor
Liza C. Looser

Teresa E. Th ompson
James Th readgill

Anonymous
Anonymous

Lillian Harris Wade
WalMart

Jan Walker
Lee Kennedy Waring
Betty & Mike Waters

Charlotte Dupont Wells
Dorothy A. Wright

Zouave Society - ($500.00 + )
David Akers

AT&T Foundation
Barbara E. Austin
BNSF Foundation
Joseph S. Boggess

Paul Cade
Carl Hogan Automotive

Kay B. Cobb
Bettye S. Collins
Perian Conerly

Faye Berry Culp
Susan R. Dawson
Martha Deener
Barbara A. Dees
Isabel S. Devine

Sharon R. Dickey
Eudora Welty LLC

Flora B. Moss and Bessie A. Moss Foundation
Susan Simmons Freeman

Dorothea O. Gause
GE Foundation

Marleen & Vagn Hansen
Annanette Harper
Elizabeth Hawkins
Mary Helen Hicks
Michael A. Hicks

Judie Granderson Holmes
Betty J. Houtz

M. Jane Hudson
Joyce M. Hunt

IBM
Hazel L. Johnson

Rebecca L. Johnson
Ramona L. Jones

Ruth P. Jones
Linda F. Kirk

Gail Ferguson Laws
Sandra Lewis

Shannon E. McMullan
Carolyn W. Mills

Longry Wang Monte
Lisa K. Moran

Colleen M. Morgan-White
Courtney B. Murtaugh

MUW Jackson Metro Alumni Chapter
Vera H. Myers

Catherine J. Oakes
Patricia L. Outlaw

Bridget Smith Pieschel
Susan W. Pirtle

Procter & Gamble
Pryor and Morrow Architects

Jo Anne Reid
Dorothy Joan Rogers

Josie S. Shumake
Robert Smith

Kelley T. Streib
SunTrust Foundation
Anne L. Swearingen

Anonymous
Betty Gaither Th isted
Town and Tower Club

Townsend and Sons Inc
Dianne Walker
Martha F. Wells

Guendaline C. Whitehead-Broyles
Elizabeth Yoste Whittington

Johnnie S. Wijewardane
Martha Williford
Mary Ann Wilson
George H. Wolfe

Meh Lady Society - ($150.00 + )
Sheila V. Adams
Catherine A. Ahl
Jean S. Albright

Brian B. Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous

Judith A. Arnold
Angie Atkins

Roberta S. Atkinson
Geralda M. Aubry
Frances B. Ayers
Mary E. Bacon
Suzanne Barry
Opal L. Bell

Michael A. Berry
Malinda S. Bivens

Ellen A. Black
La Wanda A. Blakeney
Martha Means Blount

Jean Blue
Frances Booker
LeNoir Booth

Florence A. Box
Penny S. Brann

Betty J. Bray
Martha A. Brock
Betty B. Brooks
Faye R. Brophy

Katherine M. Brown
Mary Lee Brown

Donna G. Burlingame
Jane W. Burnett

Lawanda J. Burns
Dixie H. Butler

Carolyn W. Byrd
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MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

Marie E. Byrne
Becky Cade

Patty Campbell
Brenda & Sid Caradine

Erinn L. Carty
Shirley E. Cascio

Ann Chard
Betty Jane Chatham

Patricia Chesser
Kay S. Clark

Jessica C. Clarke
Gwendolyn M. Cleghorn
Cheryl Jackson Cooper

Anonymous
Claudette Mills Cox

Julia B. Crabb
Nell Curtis

Wallace R. Dal Santo
Wilhelmine S. Damon

Frances E. Daniel
John R. Davis

Penny D. Dearman
Sarilea Deaton

James M. Del Prince
Jane Dearing Dennis

Cassie Derden
Mary K. Dimino
Juliana H. Dowell
Amanda E. Draper
Cindy A. Dunbar
Janice L. Dunn

Robyn East
Susan K. Edwards
Sue E. Fairbanks

Barbara L. Florreich
Forestry Suppliers Inc

Lee F. Fortgang
Denna N. Fortner

Four County Electric Power Association
Melanie H. Freeman
Barbara J. Fullington
Karen A. Galloway

Emily T. Garner
Emily A. Gaskill

Barbara C. Gelman
Gail Gentry

Mary R. Gibbs
Robert I. Gilbert
Trudy S. Gildea

Melissa Hayes Gilmore

Golden Triangle Music Forum
Melodee J. Goodwin

Margaret E. Gray
Molly Feemster Greene

Kimberly Griffi  n
Sharon Grissom

Ruth Shaw Gross
Gail P. Gunter

Irene T. Guthrie
Cindy Henning Guttmann

Rozelle Hahn
Sarah M. Hallum
Haley R. Harris

Ginger M. Harrison
David E. Hart

Robert A. Hatcher
Beulah R. Hawthorne
Dolores S. Hazzlerigg

Beth G. Hefner
Daniel J. Heimmermann

Adelaide Henderson
Sarah F. Henley
Juanita Hight

Frances Hinton
Gwen K. Hitt

Margaret A. Hoover
Jane G. Hopkins

Barbara Huddleston
Nela Hughes
Betty J. Hull

Carolyn A. Hull
Susan D. Hunt

Janice H. Hunter
David A. Ivey
Ailleen Janney

Helen B. Jenkins
Stephanie J. Jiminez

Kathy V. Johnson
Helen S. Jolly-Smith

Betty C. Jones
Betty L. Jones

Beverly K. Jones
Mary Lee Jones

Virginia S. Kassel
Carolyn R. Kimbrough

Linda K. King
Martha Kirkley

Mary Jo K. Kirkpatrick
Tatia L. Kiser

Nancy Z. Kitchens

Annette Kline
Deborah Konkle-Parker

Judy H. Lacy
Judy A. Lambert

Kenneth T. Langley
Brandy & Neil Larmon

Mary L. Lee
Troy J. Lewis

Virginia R. Locke
Lynnette J. Loud
Moreno Lundy

Malinda Mabry-Scott
Paul Mack

Jo A. Mamelli
Linda Marchbanks
Donna E. Marrero

Mayo Mallette PLLC
Mary A. McAlister
Edna M. McCoy

Jean H. McFadden
McKesson Fdn. Matching Gifts Program

Sondra C. McPhail
Jan W. McSpadden

Jennifer Miles
Ladene H. Miller
Michelle Mitchell

Jimmie L. Moomaw
Elizabeth P. Moore

Tina D. Morgan
Elizabeth Muller

Julia K. Nash
Lewise R. Neely
Kelly L. Nilsson
Sue Zann Norris
Eloise J. Norton
Karen Nuesch
Erich H. Ogle
Julessa Oglen

Miriam A. Orsina
Andrea G. Overby

Amy Burchfi eld Owen
Katy L. Pacelli

Marjorie L. Palazzolo
Jenny M. Parker
JoAnne Parker

Mary A. Parrent
Wilmuth A. Payne
Anika M. Perkins

Cathy D. Pilkinton
Mary E. Pitner

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 
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Martha Marie Plaster
Martin M. Pomphrey

Mary Pope
Sheila Y. Porterfi eld

Della R. Posey
Sharon Pratt

Victoria S. Pumphrey
Anonymous

Shirley C. Rankin
Elizabeth A. Rayner

Charlotte B. Rea
Th eresa D. Reed
Pamela T. Rhea

Michael A. Richardson
Cindy G. Ridgway

Mary Margaret Roberts
Jane Rodriquez

Margaret H. Rogers
Sharon R. Ross

Rebecca A. Ruggles
Cheryl Holland “Sherry” Rula

Teresa Rushin
Carolyn Rice Rutner

Augusta R. Scattergood
Jean Wilson Schwindaman

Sandra E. Sebren
Ann Severance
Jean Shannon

Dorothy J. Shawhan
Patricia A. Simmons
Susan A. Simmons
Susan N. Simmons

Barbara Smith
Elizabeth A. Smith
Janet Clare Smith

Mary K. Smith
Patricia E. Smyth

Paula T. Snell
Charlene B. Sorrells

Shirley A. Spain
Carolyn Stanley
Sylvia G. Starr

Karen J. Steenkamp
Anne J. Stephens

Jo Ann Stone
Anonymous

Laudean Swope
Amy S. Tate

Amelia E. Taylor
Courtney & Stephen Taylor

Andy Th aggard
Th e Dayton Foundation
Th e Tower Keepers, Inc.

Nell M. Th omas
Frances H. Th omas-Dillender

Betty Jo Th ompson
Dustin T. Th ompson

Jo Th ompson
Rebecca Tilton

Trinity Presbyterian Church
Jane I. Turner
Jana E. Tyler

Elaine A. Venable
May Gwin & Roger Waggoner

Barbara J. Waits
Pamela A. Waits

Patricia A. Waldrep
Anne L. Webster
Rhonda L. Weeks

Mary Weems
Myra K. Wells

Clara J. Whitley
Ross Whitwam

Brandy M. Williams
Frances E. Williams
Jeannie E. Wilson
Amelia Winstead
Jane Ellen Wolf

Jill H. Wood
Edna H. Young

Long Blue Line - ($1.00 + )
Anonymous

Mary N. Abbott
Martha J. Abernathy
Danise M. Ackelson

Donna Adams
Edith J. Adams

Mary Katherine Adams
Nicholas M. Adams
Rosemary Adams

Helen A. Aderholdt
Carol A. Aiken

Collene P. Albright
Janet M. Albright

Beth Aldridge
Mary L. Alexander
Mary E. Alleman
Claydeen F. Allen

Irma E. Allen

James O. Allen
Joan Allen

Mary Anne Allen
Janie Allen-Bradley

Frances P. Amis
Rose Marie Anderson
Carolyn D. Andrew
Carole L. Andrews

Anonymous
Margaret M. Arentson
Augustus M. Argrett

Carolyn Arnold
Ruth S. Arnold

Jenijoy Arrendale
Martha L. Asbury

F. Sonshine Ashcraft
Janice W. Asher
Sarah R. Asmus

Ashley Athas-Young
Lee Ellen H. Athey

Joan Burkhart Atkins
Roxene Atkinson
Susan P. Atwood

Rosemary Aultman
Evelyn E. Aust
Brittany Austin

Margaret Kidd Autry
Anna N. Avenmarg

Glenda Avery
Ruth Avila

Dot Ellard Aycock
Karla W. Ayers

Susan E. Baham
Betty A. Bailey

Elizabeth L. Bailey
Mary J. Bailey
Diane Baker
Nancy Baker

Nancy M. Banjanin
Holly M. Bankston

Ann Barefi eld
Th eresa A. Barefoot
Carrol E. Barham
Sharon Barham

Ann Smith Barland
April C. Barlow

Michele L. Barnard
Bettie Barnes

Bonnye J. Barnes
Kristen Barnes
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Bernard Barnett
Michelle Middlebrooks Barnett

Leslye A. Baronich
Ernie Nelson Barriff e

Carol A. Barron
Elizabeth A. Barron

Samantha Bartell
Vernetta P. Barton
Hannah Bascomb

Stefanie A. Basinger
Carol Bass

Heather Bass
Jessica E. Beaird

Pauline Beal
John T. Bean

Suzanne M. Bean
Caroline L. Becker
Jean H. Beckerdite
Carol K. Beckman

Karen J. Bedells
Lisa G. Beerman
Peggy W. Belcher

Delores A. Belhumeur
Sandra F. Bell
Vickie M. Bell

Betty A. Bellande
Rebecca A. Bennett

Annette Benson
Kay Colbert Berry

Jean H. Berry
Mary K. Bexley

William G. Biddy
Sara M. Billingsley

Marie Bingham
Doris L. Bishop
Rita B. Bizzell
Sally M. Black
Annette Blaine
Patricia A. Blair
Lisa H. Blake

Martha Blanchard
Dallas “Dal” Pickens Blanchard

Edith Sanford Bland
Courtney A. Blossman

Katherine Boatman
Barbara A. Bockman

Kathleen Bogle
Vicki L. Bolden
Barbara Bonner

Barbara L. Booker

Charles Boone
Janet M. Booth

Erin Boozer
Nelda R. Boswell
Doris E. Bottom

Elizabeth M. Bounds
Sharon L. Bounds
Dorris Bourland
Sara A. Bowlus
Barbara J. Boyd
Mary A. Boyd
Sara R. Boyd

Katherine H. Boyers
Judy M. Boykin

Patricia D. Boyles
Mable A. Bradley
Mary K. Bradley

Rebecca J. Bradley
Kathy M. Brady

Marilyn W. Brady
Sarah L. Brady
Cynthia Branch
Betty J. Brand

Nancy E. Brand
Bettie D. Brandon

Anonymous
Teri Braswell
Ann E. Brent

Patricia Bressan
Jessie S. Brewer
Kitty N. Brewer
Jerri E. Britsch

Linda K. Broadbent
Jackuline L. Brooks

Margaret W. Broome
Andra L. Brown

D. K. Brown
Dottie M. Brown

Emogene G. Brown
Jody S. Brown
Julia Brown

Kathleen M. Brown
Laura E. Brown

Martha C. Brown
Paula S. Brown

Sandra E. Brown
Candy Broyles

Tina R. Brumfi eld
Elizabeth B. Brummett

Barbara N. Bryan

Susan J. Bryan
Barbara L. Bryant
Nancy Buchanan

Tammara A. Buchanan
Susie Bull

Margaret A. Bullocks-Matory
Julia J. Bunch

Wanda H. Bunch
Gloria D. Bunnell
Todd M. Bunnell

Anne Carroll Bunting
Michael Burger

Sunshine B. Burgess
Kathy A. Burk
Anonymous

Opal Burleson
Brandy N. Burnette

Kay Moss Burns
Margaret J. Burns

Patricia Burns
Katherine E. Burt

Sonja M. Burt
Angenette Butler

Elizabeth A. Butler
Butler Snow
Tami Butler

Melissa C. Buxton
Bonnibel S. Byars
Elizabeth S. Byars

Whirllie Byrd
C & P Printing
Nancy Cabaniss

Elizabeth H. Cagnon
Linda M. Caldwell
Mary F. Caldwell
Ruth B. Caldwell
Mary C. Callahan

Elizabeth E. Callaway
Suzanne D. Calvert
Bonnie W. Camp
Billie J. Campbell

Catherine M. Campbell
Judith C. Campbell
Karen L. Campbell

Mary Ann Campbell
Peggy H. Campbell
Sara F. Campbell

Charlene C. Cannon
Peggy R. Cantelou

Wendy M. Canterbury
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Tamela L. Carey
Shirley H. Carley
Martha P. Carlisle

Lyann Carnes
J. Henryse Carpenter

Candace J. Carrie
Evie Cobb Carroll

Asterina Carter
Dixie Nicholas Carter

Fairie L. Carter
Linda L. Carter
Mary A. Carter

Bonnie F. Caruthers
Helen L. Caruthers

Allison Holder Caston
Everett E. Caston
Lynn J. Catalina
Sue K. Catledge

Sarah L. Cawthorn
Barbara Chain

Virginia P. Chambers
Cheryl Chandler

James W. Chandler
Leslie J. Chapman
Sara M. Chapman

Shirley A. Chapman
Anne S. Chatoney
Jahnayi Chatterjee
Dorothy V. Chavez

Billy J. Chesnutt
Chevron Texaco Matching Gifts Plan

Ann M. Chilcutt
Helen Childress
Cecelia M. Clark
Ruth T. Clausel
Mary Ann Clay
Abigail Claypool
Brittany Claypool

Amanda M. Clemmer
Dana S. Clemmons
Jane A. Clemmons
Patricia C. Cline
Janet T. Coalter

Bonita Lee Cobb
Rita E. Cochrane

Phillip A. Cockrell
Jerre C. Cofi eld

Cheryl L. Coghlan
Jane A. Cole

Sheree C. Cole

Helen Earline Coleman
Margaret K. Coleman

Billie S. Coley
Kaleshia S. Colister
Monica H. Colletti

Carol C. Collins
Leslie W. Collinson

Jean A. Colson
Lacey S. Conaway

Mary Cone
Vicki D. Conerly

Ashton D. Conrad
Janet M. Conrad

Ann C. Cook
Olive C. Cook
Jolyn Cooke

Margaret J. Cooper
Nora L. Corrigan
Louanne P. Cossar
Dona K. Cotten
Beverly Cotton

Mary Ann Covington
Norma J. Cowell

Bettye S. Cox
Kathleen M. Cox

Anonymous
Robbin A. Cox
Sherri Ellis Cox
Brett Crabtree
Susan F. Craig
Anonymous

Ruth A. Crawford
Georgia R. Crawley

Sandra Bryan Crosthwait
Virginia Crowson

Alice Crull
Rae N. Crumpton

Lyndsay D. Cumberland
Ida L. Cunetto

Cynthia Cunningham
Mary L. Cunningham

Ruth A. Curcuru
Sara J. Curry

Staci A. Curry
Bobbye C. Curtis

Sherry M. Cusanelli
Pamela K. Cutshall

Evelyn Dalson
Rachel Damms
Joyce Dannelly

Rena Lilly Dantone
Kristen Daugherty

Michelle R. Daugherty
Robin T. Dauma

Darrin Davenport
Jamie J. Davidson

Jo Boykin Davidson
Cynthia A. Davis
Daniel P. Davis
Julie C. Davis
Lelia A. Davis

Marjorie L. Davis
Patti N. Davis

Roberta R. Davis
Shanta L. Davis
Sydna E. Davis

Sacha D. Dawkins
Dawn P. DeArmond

M. A. Dees
John E. Defi llipo

Denise D. Dengler
James Denney
Ellen H. Depta
Betty S. Dexter

Jacqueline DiCicco
Ernestine B. Dickerson

Shawn L. Dickey
Betty S. Dill
Kenneth Dill
Jessica Dillard
Dorothy Dixon
Janet A. Dixon

Carole K. Dobbins
Regina L. Dobbs
Shasta L. Dodd
Sherry A. Dodd

Dorothy A. Dollar
Martha J. Donald

Moira R. Donohue
Kathleen Doody

Hattie S. Dorman
Gail N. Dossett

Sally Doty
Luz Maria G. Doughty

Mamie S. Douglas
Rita Douglass
Carl J. Doumit

Michele M. Dowdle
Linda Kay Downing

Judith S. Doyle
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Ouida C. Drinkwater
Janine R. Dubach

Jean E. Duff er
Lynelle E. Duncan
Cherry W. Dunn

Jasmine Dunn
Maria L. Dunser
Jaclyn E. Dyer

Kathy M. Dyess
Hilda B. Dykes

Lanell Early
Sandra G. Eastman

Sandra J. Eddins
Frank H. Edmondson

Katy R. Edwards
Ruth C. Edwards
Betty Nash Ellege
Jeremiah S. Elliott
Penny N. Elliott

Alma Ellis
Bridget E. Ellis

Jean S. Ellis
Judith S. Ellis

Shirley E. Ellis
Sarah H. Emrick

Kay M. Ergle
Susan Erwin
Anna Estes

Connie F. Estes
Frances E. Evans
Vyllorya A. Evans
Ellen K. Ewing

Sally Ezell
Debra A. Fancher
Laura B. Faragasso

Mary K. Farley
Susan G. Farmer

Hilda Farr
Gail K. Farrar

Margie B. Farrar
Evelyn A. Farrior
Lawrence Feeney
Alice S. Felgner

Angela C. Ferraez
Sherry A. Few
Mary Jo Fickle
Joanne Fiedler

Celia Summer Filgo
Penny L. Finch

Kathleen L. Finucan

First Baptist Church
Mildred E. Flanagan

Sharon L. Fly
Betty Whisenant Flynn

Amelia D. Forbert
Cora M. Ford
Lillajo Ford

Rose Goodin Ford
Terrell A. Ford

Sara P. Fore
Viva L. Forman
Tara Wages Fort
Jo Ann Fortson

Sandra S. Fortune
Mary Ann Foster
Sondra G. Foti
Nan Fountain
Jennifer R. Fox
Robbie E. Foxx

Marmion L. Francis
Jenny Fraser

Rebecca Fratesi
Carol A. Freeman
Frances I. Freeman
Karen L. Freeman
Rachel Freeman
Mary A. French

Kristine L. Johnson Freschi
Chris Friar

Marsha L. Gaddis
Beverly J. Gaddy

Joy Darby Gardberg
William M. Garner

Carol A. Garrett
Heather A. Garrett

Ricki A. Garrett
Veronica L. Garrett

Wesley Garrett
Linda S. Gates

Judith A. Gatewood
Mary Lou Gatgens

Kimberly D. Gathings
Lacey M. Gentry
Margie Germany
Denise G. Geter
Leslie T. Giadone
Janice Giallourakis
Lisa G. Gibbons
Misty A. Gibson

Roland Giesbrecht

Lori A. Gilcrist
Gloria J. Gilliam
Vicki L. Gilliland

Dorothy H. Gilmer
Melinda L. Gilmer
Susan R. Gindra

Erin Gioia
Mary A. Glascoff 

Jane Glenn
Alice F. Glore

Tammy B. Godfrey
Golden Triangle Human

 Resource Association
Golden Triangle Legal Community

Frances V. Gonsoulin
Gloria J. Gonzalez
Grace S. Goodman

Mary Patricia Gootee
Valerie A. Graham
Mary L. Granade

Lena M. Granderson
Marilyn D. Graves

Ruby Graves
Anna C. Gray

Margaret E. Gray
Michelle Gray
Terri L. Gray
Christy Green

Joy Greene
Patricia H. Greer

Angela A. Gregory
Clara L. Gregory

Alma Whitfi eld Griffi  n
Lenore P. Griffi  n
Mary A. Griffi  th

Virginia T. Grisard-Van Roey
Marcella F. Grokulsky

Linda Guin
Charlene Guynes

Elizabeth L. & Howell H. Gwin, Jr.
Clare Haefner

Mathilde (Muff et) H. Hailey
Christopher T. Halbrooks

Dorothy H. Hale
Peggy M. Hale
Betty S. Hall

Cheryl Norwood Hall
Dorothy L. Hall

Pamela Hall
Carolon M. Hamblin

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 



41w w w . m u w . e d u

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 

Teresa J. Hamill
Delphine Hamilton

Th eresa M. Hamilton
Betty V. Hampton
Paul E. Hampton

Maura L. Hamrick
Erica M. Hancock

Amber Handy
Dorothy A. Haney

Josephine M. Hannaford
Lynn M. Hanson

Jean Harding
Betsy Hardy

Virginia T. Hare
Nancy D. Hargrove

Michelle G. Harmon
Jo N. Harper

Nancy E. Harper
Clare Harris

Dorothy Harris
Frances Foose Harris
Genevieve N. Harris

Laurie A. Harris
Lynne Harris

Virginia L. Harris
Cindy H. Harrison

Cynthia M. Harrison
Josephine Mason Harrison

Gene Hart
Harvey Construction Company

Mary A. Haskins
Martha L. Hassell

Gail S. Hasson
Jana M. Hatheway
Mary E. Hawkins
Angelyn B. Hayes
Darcy M. Hayes
Mary J. Hayes

Nancy Reagan Hayes
Barbara S. Haygood

Linda M. Hebert
Martha C. Hechinger

Edith V. Heins
Bonita G. Helms

Jane L. Henderson
Sharon Henderson

Susan H. Henderson
Betty A. Henry
Billie Henson

Dru A. Henson

Natalie B. Herndon
Charlene Herring

Hallie Jeanne Herring
Vickie S. Hester

Tracala T. Hibbler
Barbara A. Hicks
Patrick W. Hicks
Rachel A. Hicks
Rhonda Hicks
Sara E. Hicks

Shirley J. Hicks
Virginia W. Hiett

Willena M. Highsmith
Betty E. Hill
Marsha Hill
Mary B. Hill

Vicki Hill
Elbert Hilliard

Kerri Hillis
Joy T. Hines

Elizabeth I. Hinson
Lacy Hite

Debra Y. Hix
Linda G. Hohman
Jewell J. Holcomb
Richard Holden
Debra E. Holder

Glenda G. Holder
Sandy L. Holland
Benita Holliman

Melba E. Hollingsworth
Miriam L. Hollingsworth

Janice G. Hollis
Erinn C. Holloway
Margaret R. Holt
Laura F. Homan

Brenda C. Honeycutt
Cheryl Honsinger
Beverly L. Hood

Jonathan W. Hooks
Faye S. Hoover

Tracy G. Hoover
Patricia W. Hopkins

Rita M. Hopkins
Anne M. Hough

Diana House
Diane Campbell Howard

Jane A. Howell
Margaret E. Howell

Sarah M. Howell

Cassandra L. Howton
Anne C. Hsieh

Jacqueline S. Hudgins
Patricia J. Hudgins
Betty Sue Hudson

Laurie Hudson
Mary F. Hughes

Nancy W. Huguley
Margaret L. Humble
Elizabeth L. Hunt

Haley Holcombe Hunt
James W. Hunt
Mary T. Hurt

Julie L. Hussey
Anne L. Hutcheson

Imogene M. Hutchison
Sharon S. Hutchison

Birney Imes
Frank Imes
Daisy Inge

Geraldine Ingram
Jamie Call Inmon
Angela D. Irvin

Ivey C. Ivy
Aubra Jackson

Bethany A. Jackson
Betty Jackson

Denise A. Jackson
Emily H. Jackson
Frances E. Jackson
Georgia L. Jackson

Ellen B. James
Jeanette James
Sally M. James

Marcy F. Jamison
Jan Jordan’s Place
Judith E. Janous
Betty R. Jarreau
Teresa C. Jeltrup

Christopher Jenkins
Dawn M. Jenkins

Judy Jennings
Margie E. Jennings

Jessica Jeremiah
Ann C. Jernigan
Bonnie M. Jewell

Elizabeth M. Jewett
Katherine A. Johns

Amy J. Johnson
Barbara G. Johnson
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Betty J. Johnson
Bettye L. Johnson
Denise Johnson

Ina Rose Johnson
Jo L. Johnson

Lisa G. Johnson
Mary A. Johnson
Rita M. Johnson
Sandra I. Johnson
Susan L. Johnson

Rachel W. Johnstone
Adelaide M. Jones

Angela L. Jones
Carol A. Jones

Evelyn G. Jones
Josephine S. Jones

Judy C. Jones
Kimberlyn S. Jones

Sherry S. Jones
Sonia Jones

Archa Jordan
Maggie J. Jordan
Eleshia Jumper

Leah O’Gwynn Kackley
Marie Kelley

Erin M. Kempker
Bobbie Gaston Kenna

Joyce Kennedy
Ariel Keon

Archie Kern
Traci E. Kessler

Janet M. Keveryn
Anonymous

Christina P. Killcreas
Mary Kimble
Fred Kinder
Julia E. King

Russell B. King
Barbara R. Kirby
Marquita Kirk

Barbara V. Klaas
Katherine Lucille Klein

Mary S. Kline
Susan Kling

Virginia A. Klumb
Joshua P. Knopp
Carol A. Kohler

Samantha A. Koval
Sheila M. Kowalewski

Holleen R. Krogh

Joy M. Kuebler
Jai L. Kumnick
Susan K. Kyzar
Jennet M. Lacey

Pauline R. Ladshaw
Anna C. Lakin
Anne F. Lamar
Peggy B. Lamar
Jesselyn Lamb

Robin Lancaster
Betty W. Land

Audrey J. Lander
Mary A. Lane

Roye A. Langford
Gaile W. Langley
Rosemary Langley

Dee A. Larson
Linda S. Lasher
Jordan Laster

Mary J. Lavaty
Betty Jane Lawrence

Christie Jones Lawrence
Hazel B. Lawrence
Lisa G. Lawrence
Lucie A. Lawson

Marcella Yeates Lecky
Donette D. Lee

Ruth W. Lee
Stevenee Lee

Judith A. Lehrman
Sandra L. Leigh
Kathryn Lemore
Sarah F. Lenoir
Laura L. Leon

Judith A. Levine
Billie Levy

Gertrude Lewis
Laurel L. Lewis
Lois E. Lewis

Scarlett A. Lewis
Wanza F. Lewis
Bernie W. Lieb

Harvie N. Lindsey
Margaret L. Lindsey
Nancy A. Lindstrom

Carol L. Linger
Frieda E. Lintereur

Lady Jane Little
Sara L. Livezey

Michelle Amato Livingston

Peggy Livingston
Velma L. Livingston

Jennifer B. Locke
Linda Loden

Nancy R. Loftin
Susan M. Lollar
Mildred Loper

T. E. Lott and Company
Karan Lott

Melesia A. Love
Melinda G. Lowe

Nita Byrd Lumpkin
Mary E. Luter

Cynthia M. Lyons
Paula A. Mabry

Tommie F. Mack
Elysa L. MacLellan
Linda F. Macmorran

Lynn Madden
Frances P. Madison
Gloria Z. Magness

Linda Mahoney
Madonna Hudson Mahurin

Susan L. Malecki
Linda L. Malone
Sandra P. Mansell
Lori J. Mantooth

Rosemary Marecle
Judith A. Marett
Martha J. Maris

Bre’Ana Marshall
Nancy Vegors Martin

Rachel C. Martin
Arden Mason

Jenni R. Mason
Jane Massey

Linda S. Massey
Carrie J. Mastley
Patricia L. Masur

Henrietta Matthews
Jane R. Mattison

Martha H. Matulich
Margaret V. Mauldin

Hattie K. Maxwell
Vickie L. Maxwell
Patricia A. Mayeux

Eloise Ragsdale Mays
Victoria D. McAdams

Cathy E. McClam
Nancy R. McClure
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Brenda F. McComb
Susan B. McCombs
Diane S. McCool

Susan C. McCormick
Tammie McCoy

Rebecca H. McCullen
Maxine McCulloch
Dora A. McDaniel

Martha S. McDaniel
Patsy Lockhart McDaniel

Rosamund McDavis
Kent Flowers McFarland

Patsy McGahey
Betty J. McGee

Bettye C. McGee
Louise N. McGee
Teresa McGregor
Susan V. McIntyre

Margaret H. McKeever
Tena Payton McKenzie

Sara J. McKie
Suzanne McKinley
Emma J. McKinney

Emily Everett McLarty
La Nelle McMillen
Ruth H. McMillin
Kay E. McMorran
Nancy J. McNaul
Wanda McNees

Monique R. McNeil
Lou McRee

Anne Crockett McWilliams
Jane E. Meador

Nora J. Meadows
Rebecca S. Meadows

Vicki S. Meadows
Janice E. Medore
Edith L. Meeks
Valleri L. Merrill

Kristie L. Metcalfe
Nancy E. Meyland
Tammy G. Mickley

Dan Miller
Christina L. Milon

Rachel Milstead
Eugenia A. Minor

Deborah J. Miranda
June F. Mitchell

Joyce C. Mitchener
Judith L. Mize

Pink Hance Mize
Margaret Montgomery

Mary K. Moody
Norene (Gypsy) E. Moody

Gladys Mooneyham
Barbara J. Moore

Elizabeth H. Moore
Mary M. Moore
Maxie F. Moore
Mildred Moore
Nelda F. Moore

Th omas L. Moore
Rebecca Tomlinson Moppert

Cindy Kerstetter Moreno
Doris L. Morgan

Kathleen J. Morgan
Sherry M. Morgan

Jeanelle Moritz
Lucille R. Morris
Marjorie J. Morris
Linda J. Morrison

Chris Morrow
Paula Morrow

Linda W. Morse
Dana S. Mosby

Kristi M. Mosley
Catherine E. Moss

Shelley K. Moss
Rosamond F. Mullender

Lynn L. Munch
Erin M. Munton

Mabel L. Murphree
Jane Murphy

Sandra Murphy
MUW Employees Federal Credit Union

Lillian L. Myer
Eula A. Myers

Karen L. Nabors
Meg E. Nagel
Anonymous

Rebecca K. Nance-Loynachan
Nancy Neal

Marilyn McCaleb Neighbors
Barbara L. Nelson
Brooks P. Nelson
Mary F. Nelson

Nancy Hicks Nelson
Sandra C. Nevels
Mary F. Newlin

Newmont Mining Corporation 

Margaret A. Niven
Jean Noble

Jeanette Norman
Mildred E. Norris

Vivian M. B. Norris
Blanche G. Norsworthy

Marilyn L. Norton
Laurin L. Norwood

Lesley Norwood
Anna Marie Nunn
Mary M. Oberlin

Sarah D. Oberschmidt
Jill O’Bryant

Audra M. Odom
Joyce Odom
Annie Oeth

Elizabeth E. O’Leary
Carolyn Oswalt
Bridget N. Otts

Virginia L. Overman
Elna F. Owen
Sara A. Owen
Jane A. Owens

Winifred L. Palmer
Leta C. Palmiter

Carolyn V. Parham
Betty L. Parker

Martha A. Parker
Patsy A. Parker
Suellen Pascal

Carrie Pate
Michelle Hitt Patrick

Michelle Patterson
Rachael A. Patterson
Mary Libby Payne

Susan P. Payne
Bessie J. Payton
Mae C. Pearsall

Mary Sue Pearson
Sally H. Pearson

Vicki A. Pekurney
Lillian H. Pence

Celina K. Pennington
Betty P. Perkinson

Cindy L. Petty
Josephine Sheedy Petty

Shonda R. Phelon
Carolyn Phillips

Clemmie L. Phillips
Ginger Phillips
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Melinda L. Phillips
Renee Phillips

Charlotte G. Pierce
Lydia Pierce

Sherri R. Pike
Joy J. Pilcher

Julie N. Pinkston
Diana M. Pipkins

Mary Brooks Pittman
Linda J. Place

Joanne M. Platt
Mary N. Polk

Glenda G. Pollard
Shellyn Gresham Poole

Eleana C. Pope
Carol L. Porter

Cynthia B. Porter
Charlotte Porter- Laggy

Reba B. Porter
Susan Portera

Anita S. Powell
Anne C. Powell
Sara A. Power
Tracy Power

Wendy Powers
Joyce R. Prater
Tammy Prather
Eleanor Prescott

Ann Prince
Edna C. Prisock

Pamela P. Prokasy
Linda J. Propst

Susan R. Puckett
Barbara A. Pullen
Georgianna Pulley

Jeff rey Quinn
Marian H. Quinn
Claudia M. Raab
Frances W. Raab

Frances Melton Racine
Elizabeth Ramsey
Lisa M. Randolph

Joan E. Ratliff 
Dorothy Ray
Paul R. Ray

Wanda G. Ray
Judy C. Raymond

Sara K. Re
Carol Reed

Karen A. Reed

Patricia L. Reed
Beth E. Reed-Richardson

Patricia A. Reese
Pamela D. Reeves
Rachel E. Reeves

Charlotte Miller Reid
Michelle D. Revord
Diane F. Reynolds

Elizabeth M. Reynolds
Charlotte M. Rhett

Lelia G. Rhyne
Joan G. Rice
Mary B. Rice

Elyse A. Richard
Sidney Rickman
Ashley Rigdon

Cheryl A. Rinehart
Pat W. Ringold
Mary L. Ritchie

Monica L. Ritchie
Margaret K. Roberson

Ellen L. Roberts
Julia K. Roberts

Tiff anie N. Roberts
Anne B. Robertson
Betty J. Robertson
Mary B. Robertson
Janet C. Robinson

Pamela B. Robinson
Ann Rogers

Lee Anne M. Rogers
Lillian E. Rogers

Rebecca L. Rogers
Ruth Romanowski

Marjorie J. Rosenberger
Evelyn G. Rossow

Jiben Roy
Jacquelynn A. Royston

Jennifer Rudemiller
Joan Ruhtenberg
Debra A. Rush

Fonda Rush
Jennifer F. Rush

Margaret C. Rush
Melissa A. Russell

Clara J. Rustin
Charlotte Carr Sanders

Sarah L. Sanders
Anonymous

Anne M. Sanford

Lisa Sanford
Emmagene Sansing

Perry Sansing
Olivia J. Sansing
Melissa Sasser
Terri L. Sasser
Joy C. Saylors

Suzanne W. Scanlan
Kathy P. Scarbrough
Chelsea Schermann
Marilyn P. Schilling
Kim A. Schnurbusch
Mary E. Schroeder
Julie M. Schwartz

Pamela S. Scoggins
Clair B. Scott

Deborah P. Scott
Elizabeth A. Scott

Mary E. Scott
Sherry B. Scruggs

Nichole L. Seabaugh
Deborah Seal

Beverly A. Seaton
Rose M. Seguin
Virginia B. Selby
Bobbie A. Senter
Ruth M. Seyfert

Ellen K. Shannahan
Lynne Sharp

Janice L. Shaw
Linda C. Shaw

Martha A. Sheffi  eld
Amanda Shelton
Ruby Y. Shelton

Gertrude Shelton-Magby
Dorothy E. Shephard

Rita Shepherd
Maria Hayes Sherman

Janie Shields
Dwan Shoemake

Doris L. Shoemaker
Eleanor L. Shuler
Denise R. Sibley
Karen D. Silva

Emogene D. Simmons
Dilma A. Simpson

Eva R. Simpson
Jane Skelton

Margie S. Slemp
Ashley Smith

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 
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Brandy L. Smith
Cathy Smith

Diane P. Smith
Jeanelle W. Smith
Laurice A. Smith
Leslie K. Smith
Margaret Smith

Marguerite M. Smith
Marsha Smith
Mary V. Smith

Patricia D. Smith
Patricia D. Smith

Sally L. Smith
Teresa A. Smith

Vickie W. Snively
Susan A. Sobley

Elizabeth M. Somes
Norma E. Sorenson

Cheryl L. Southward
Lynn Spainhour
Robin D. Spann
Ann Sparkman

Cheryl D. Sparkman
Dorothy F. Sparkman

Th eresa Sparks
Th omas Spencer
Jacqueline Spires

Mary N. Spraberry
Wanda L. Spruill

Carol E. St. Angelo
Linda G. Stables

May E. Stack
Florence E. Staff ord
Charles E. Stainer
Precious J. Stallings
Andrea I. Stampley

Stanley Black & Decker, Inc.
Marie Staub

Jamie N. Steele
Laura A. Steen

Sarah L. Steenberge
Maria L. Stephens

Mary Ann Stephens
Bettie Ann Smith Stepp

Barbara W. Stevens
Sherry J. Stevens
Sylvia L. Stevens

Sharyn J. Stevenson
Jane S. Stewart
Lila W. Stewart

Martha W. Stewart
Patricia F. Stewart

Terri S. Stewart
Diane W. Still

Bettye L. Stilley
Stephanie L. Stinson
Rebecca S. Stockwell

Delitha Stone
Elizabeth M. Straehle

Doris C. Strange
Susan C. Street

Marybeth Strickland
Mary Avery Strong

Denise Strueber
Jammie C. Stuart
Shelley S. Stubbs

Catherine R. Stumpff 
Lee Dell Sturgis
Mandi C. Stutsy

Rachel R. Sudduth
Mary Collier Sugg

Patsy Anderson Sugg
Marthalee Sullivan

Mary Sledge Sullivan
Tara Sullivan

Emily R. Summerlin
Ann Sumners

Deborah M. Swartz
Mary L. Swearingen
Rhonda A. Sweeney

Jan N. Swoope
Carol B. Taff 
Anonymous

Camille L. Tedder
Hart Terhune

Joe C. Th ackston
Th e Aurora Club
David M. Th omas

Dorothy L. Th omas
Maura M. Th omas
Pamela D. Th omas

Virginia Curtis Th omas
Tichina S. Th ombs
Betty J. Th ompson

Donna M. Th ompson
Elizabeth R. Th ompson
Evelyn W. Th ompson
Frances J. Th ompson
MaeBeth Th ompson
Sara N. Th ompson

Susan M. Th ompson
Lesilie & William J. Th readgill

Barbara A. Tichenor
Josephine B. Tierce
Brenda L. Tillman
Lynda A. Timbs

Ann Tindal
Sarah L. Tippett

James Todd
Sue M. Todd

Christopher S. Tollison
Nancy J. Torrey

Rebecca P. Tousley
Barbara Travis

Sue Treas
Elizabeth G. Triplett

Martha A. Truell
Judy W. Trull
Anonymous

Lucy O. Tucker
Th eresa R. Tullos

Esin Turgut
Dorothy J. Turman

Susan L. Turner
Laurie L. Turnipseed

Sheree Tynes
Jane W. Upton

Carmen D. Usery
Nancy Utz
Beth L. Vail

Sophia W. Van Arsdell
Bettye S. Van Vulpen

Jacqueline Vance
Terry L. Vandevere

Joyce Vanlandingham
Lynn Vann

Th omas Vaughn
Renee Veazey
Faith Vedder

Betty Bowen Vega
Susie E. Versen

Maye Vest
Sheila M. Vickery
Johanna Vinyard

W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.
Shirley D. Waddle

Jeremy Wade
Beverly S. Walker

Dana Walker
Jane P. Walker
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Jeannette G. Walker
Julia S. Walker

Margaret M. Walker
Marjorie S. Walker
Milton G. Walker
Norma L. Walker

Sue Walker
Brenda Gail Tramel Wall

Kelli N. Wallace
Mary Frances Berry Walley

Nancy O. Walsh
Sophia G. Walton
Lynn B. Wampler
Shirley J. Wand

Kay Ward
Candace Warner

Patricia C. Warren
Lori T. Waters

Sandra A. Waters
Bill Watson

Earl C. Watson
Kyra E. Watson
Jennifer Weaver
Barbara Webb

Charlene Webb
Lynda A. Webb

Katherine G. Webster
Cary Weeden

Lillian R. Weeks
Aubre J. Wells

Irene Wells
Roslinda Wells
Ruth H. Wells

Sheneatha D. Wells
Nancy K. West

Katherine Weston
Stephanie & Jay Wheat

Beth Wheeler Dean

Nina G. Wheeler
Ann G. White

Katherine M. White
Kathy L. White

Royce Ann Cole White
Roderick Whitfi eld

Margaret V. Whiting
Anonymous

Olivia J. Whitten
Debbie K. Wigginton

Betty J. Wilbanks
Margaret F. Wilbourn

Lynda L. Wildmon
Margaret Wilkerson

Paula Wilkerson
Serena A. Willcox

Alexandra Williams
Carolyn R. Williams
Dorothy A. Williams

Karen Williams
Linda G. Williams

Mary Elizabeth Williams
Nancy L. Williams
Sandra F. Williams

Sherri Williams
Towanda J. Williams

Vicki L. Williams
Carrie B. Williamson

Joan Williamson
Kathlene S. Williamson
Martha J. Williamson

Carolyn Williford
Ruth H. Willoughby

Desiree B. Wilson
Sarah Wilson

Stephanie D. Wilson
Janet D. Windham

Mary Dai Windham

Sarah L. Wingo
Tiff any R. Winter

Carolyn Wise
Mildred Witt

Elizabeth B. Wittmann
Shannon James Wiygul

Jo Ann Wolf
Heidi R. Woltz

Allan Clements Hollan Womble
Mary Sue Wonson

Melissa D. Woo
Laura Anders Woodard

Helen V. Woods
Kathryn Woodson

Elizabeth Woodward
Dorothy D. Work

Gail Worley
Cheryl A. Wright

Donna Wright
Polly A. Wright

Ruby Wyatt
Nita F. Wyman

Carolyne Yancey
Gwendolyn Yarber

Barbara B. Yarborough
Julia A. Yermolovich

Debbie Yoder
Emily B. Young
Irma L. Young

Jo Anne Robinson Young
Newman Young

Missy G. Younger
Maude R. Yow

Kristin B. Zapien
Mary Clare Zelenka
Zeta Rho Chapter

MUW FOUNDATION GIVING SOCIETIES
FY 2013 
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MUW FOUNDATION 
1884 LOYALTY GIVING SOCIETIES

Th e 1884 Loyalty Giving Societies honors and thanks those who have given generously throughout the years.  
Membership is based on a donor’s cumulative lifetime contributions.

Callaway Society
$1,000,000 and up

Baptist Memorial Hospital GT
John E. Brenneman*
Ms. Ina E. Gordy*

Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation

Whitfi eld Society
$500,000 to $999,999

Anonymous
Columbus Warehouse, Inc.

Connie & Tom Kossen
Corinne McCullough*
Ruth R. Smith Estate*
Marie Charlotte Stark*

Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation
Nancy & Bill Yates

Orr Society
$100,000 to $499,999

Anonymous
Louise R. Barnes Estate*

Agnes Ridley Bell*
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi

Christine Brand*
Henry Brevard, Jr.

Catherine W. Bryan*
Mary A. Bryan Estate*

Jean B. Butler
C Spire Foundation

Cadence Bank
Lillian E. Cannon*

Aubrey Carlisle*
Catherine A. Carruth*

Bena Cates
Abbie B. Collins*

Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. Charitable Foundation, Inc
Elizabeth G. Daniel*

Grace R. Dirlam*
Clara G. Dupree*

Entergy Mississippi
Exxon Education Foundation

Sallie J. Farrell*
C. A. and A. M. H. Ferrill Trust*

Mary Lib Francis
Th e Freedom Forum

Harriet Gibbons*
Trudy S. Gildea

Northrop Grumman Foundation
Frances Hamilton*

Fred Harrison Estate*
George Lee Harvill*
Elizabeth L. Hazen*

William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Norma S. Hickman

North Mississippi Medical Center
Ora Louise Howard Estate*

Beth & Birney Imes
Nancy M. Imes
Ailleen Janney

Alice G. Johnson
Rose P. Kelly*

Maxine C. Kussy*
Carl J. Lamberth*

Jane Loomis*
Virginia M. Marble*
Margaret R. Million*

Shirley Graves Modell
Merle B. Montjoy*

Ann J. Moore
Emma S. Moss Estate*
Nissan North America

Virginia Ollivier*
Mary Parker Estate*
Frances G. Patterson*

Corinne W. Pierce
Hazel H. Pierson*
Emily J. Pointer*
Whitfi eld Price*

Research Corporation
Martha Bailey Rice*

Carolyn & Charles Ritter, Jr.
Sanderson Farms Incorporated

Mary B. Steadham*
Eugenia Summer
Edith R. Th omas
June S. Walcott
Frances Wolfe*

Shattuck Society
$50,000 to $99,999

Anonymous
Maurine I. Brady*
Allegra Brigham

Mary Eunice Brown*
Eda Burlack*

Dorothy M. Bush*
Sue S. Coates*

Mary Elizabeth Conner*
Bettie F. Copeland

Dorabel Craig*
Th e Daniel Foundation 

of Alabama
Ruth J. Epps Estate*

Jessie Grossnickle Farber
Mary K. Garrison*

Th e Phil Hardin Foundation
Linda D. Harrison*
Juanita M. Hight

Virginia Segrest Hughson
Odizelle P. Jackson*

Johnson Electric
Claudia A. Limbert

Ellen McDevitt Estate*
Flora B. Moss and Bessie A. Moss Foundation
MUW Lowndes County Alumni Association

Lynne Faulkner Nelson
Oktibbeha County Hospital
Andrea & Charles Overby

Mary Ellen Weathersby Pope*
Emma Rogers*

Sodexo Corporation
Margaret E. Swain
Frances Th omas*

Leslie & William J. Th readgill
Marian Tisdale*
C. O. Waters*
Eudora Welty*

Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation
Needham Whitfi eld

*deceased
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EVERYONE COULD 
USE A LITTLE...

For more information, please contact 
MUW Book Store at (662) 329-7409

Open Southern Grace Recipes and Remembrances from Th e W, and 
what spills from the pages is a treasure trove of memories. Th is 
beautifully prepared slice of history of Mississippi University 
for Women combines all that is best about the South. MUW 
alumni and friends submitted approximately 200 recipes, with 
many passed down from generation to generation. Th ey have 
been so well received they have become traditional fare at social 
and family events. Th e recipes are sprinkled with anecdotes 
about life at Th e W and the joy of living in the South. You’ll 
also fi nd photographs of the campus and prepared recipes. Th e 
casual glimpse quickly becomes a sit-down read as one fl ips 
through the pages.

Th e proceeds from Southern Grace 
will be used to fund student scholarships.

We Are The W.  
We Are Telefund.  

We Make a Difference!
Each year, talented and dedicated student Telefund 

Ambassadors call our alumni and friends seeking support 
for � e W Fund.  � ese students care about our university 

and are making a di� erence by asking our alumni to 
give back to � e W.  Your gi� s to � e W Fund support 

scholarships, academic programs, extra-curricular activities, 
Visions magazine, and campus beauti� cation projects.  Join 

our Telefund Ambassadors and make a di� erence at our 
university with a gi�  to � e W Fund today!

www.muwfoundation.com

For more information, 
please call 1-877-462-8439, ext. 7293.
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We Are The W Fund – The W’s Greatest Needs

Multiple Gift Options Available:
Cash Gifts, Non-Cash Gifts, 

Gift Annuities, Gifts of Retirement Assets

NOW is the time to make plans for your 
end of the year charitable giving.  

YOUR gift does make a difference 
at The W in so many ways.

As always our staff  is available to provide more 
information to you and your fi nancial advisors about 
giving options that can maximize your tax savings.

Contact Andrea Nester Stevens, Executive Director of 
MUW Offi  ce of Development & Alumni

1100 College Street W-1618
Columbus, MS 39701

(662) 329-7148 anstevens@muw.edu

“Th e scholarships I have received at MUW have given me the opportunity 
to further my education.  I can now take my fi rst steps into becoming a 
writer and improving my future thanks to the support I have been given.”
        

Michaela Donohue
Junior, MUW Transfer student from Pearl River Community College

Help us tell The W story!
Do you know students who would be a good fi t for the 
opportunities The W offers? Let the Offi ce of Admissions 
know, and let’s add to the members of the

Email us, admissions@muw.edu or call, 877-462-8439

Long Blue Line.
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