Bears in Space

Materials

Launch ramp 

Launcher

Gummy bears

Counting Bears

Tape measure or meter stick

Popsicle sticks

Rubber bands

Pencil
Digital scale
1. Construct your launcher. Make your launcher from craft sticks and rubber bands.  First, wind a rubber band enough times around one end of a stick so that it stays firmly in place.  Then, place that stick and another together and wind a second rubber band tightly around the other end of the two sticks to bind them firmly together.  Insert a thin pencil between the two sticks as fulcrum.

2. Organize your team. Decide who will do which job or jobs: Hold the launcher on the ramp, load the bear, launch the, take measurements, and record the data.

3. Gather data. Each team should do 5 gummy bear launches and 5 counting bear launches.  After each launch, record the distance.  Measure the distance from the front of the ramp, and measure only the direction parallel to the ramp. Then find the mean, mode, median, and range for each type of bear.
4. Use graph paper to graph data.

